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we have made significant strides to
achieving health equity for all. Thanks
to innovative reforms such as the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA), we have made
health coverage more accessible and af-
fordable than it has been in decades.
By reducing the number of uninsured
Americans across the country, the ACA
is helping to address health inequal-
ities. In Maryland, due to increased
funding as a result of the ACA, over
300,000 Marylanders—a majority of
which come from minority commu-
nities—now have access to community
health clinics and life-saving health
care.

Every community across this great
Nation deserves optimal health. One’s
ethnic or racial background should
never determine the length or quality
of life. As we belatedly recognize April
as National Minority Health Month, let
us renew our commitment to ensuring
all Americans’ access to affordable,
high-quality health care and renew our
pledge to do everything possible to
eliminate health disparities and ulti-
mately achieve health equity for all.

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———
NATIONAL HAWAIIAN FOOD WEEK

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 416 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 416) recognizing the
contributions of Hawaii to the culinary her-
itage of the United States and designating
the week beginning on June 12, 2016, as ‘‘Na-
tional Hawaiian Food Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the amendment to the preamble be
agreed to, the preamble, as amended,
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The amendment (No. 4230) was agreed
to, as follows:

477) was

416) was
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(Purpose: To amend the preamble)

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas when individuals first came to the
Hawaiian islands more than 1,500 years ago,
there was little to eat other than birds and
a few species of ferns, but the individuals
found rich volcanic soil, a year-round grow-
ing season, and abundant fisheries;

Whereas the history of Hawaii is inex-
tricably linked with—

(1) foods brought to the Hawaiian islands
by the first individuals who came to Hawaii
and successive waves of voyagers to the Ha-
waiian islands;

(2) the agricultural and ranching potential
of the land of Hawaii; and

(3) the readily available seafood from the
ocean and coasts of Hawaii;

Whereas the food cultures initially brought
to Hawaii came from places including
French Polynesia, China, Japan, Portugal,
North Korea, South Korea, the Philippines,
Puerto Rico, and Samoa;

Whereas the foods first brought to Hawaii
were simple, hearty fare of working men and
women that reminded the men and women of
their distant homes;

Whereas individuals in Hawaii, in the spir-
it of Aloha, shared favorite dishes with each
other, and as a result, the individuals began
to appreciate new tastes and learned how to
bring new ideas into their cooking;

Whereas the blend of styles in Hawaiian
cooking evolves as new groups of individuals
make Hawaii their home;

Whereas the fusion of dishes from around
the world creates a unique cuisine for Hawaii
that is as much a part of a visit to Hawaii as
the welcoming climate, friendly individuals,
and beautiful beaches in Hawaii;

Whereas the food of Hawaii is appealing be-
cause it came from hard-working commu-
nities of individuals that farmed, fished, or
ranched for their livelihoods, which are core
experiences of individuals throughout the
United States; and

Whereas the growing appreciation for the
food of Hawaii comes from hard-working and
ingenious farmers, fishers, educators, ranch-
ers, chefs, and businesses that innovate and
export the taste of Hawaii all over the world:
Now, therefore, be it

The preamble, as
agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 416

Whereas when individuals first came to the
Hawaiian islands more than 1,500 years ago,
there was little to eat other than birds and
a few species of ferns, but the individuals
found rich volcanic soil, a year-round grow-
ing season, and abundant fisheries;

Whereas the history of Hawaii is inex-
tricably linked with—

(1) foods brought to the Hawaiian islands
by the first individuals who came to Hawaii
and successive waves of voyagers to the Ha-
waiian islands;

(2) the agricultural and ranching potential
of the land of Hawaii; and

(3) the readily available seafood from the
ocean and coasts of Hawaii;

Whereas the food cultures initially brought
to Hawaii came from places including
French Polynesia, China, Japan, Portugal,
North Korea, South Korea, the Philippines,
Puerto Rico, and Samoa;

Whereas the foods first brought to Hawaii
were simple, hearty fare of working men and
women that reminded the men and women of
their distant homes;

Whereas individuals in Hawaii, in the spir-
it of Aloha, shared favorite dishes with each
other, and as a result, the individuals began

amended, was

May 25, 2016

to appreciate new tastes and learned how to
bring new ideas into their cooking;

Whereas the blend of styles in Hawaiian
cooking evolves as new groups of individuals
make Hawaii their home;

Whereas the fusion of dishes from around
the world creates a unique cuisine for Hawaii
that is as much a part of a visit to Hawaii as
the welcoming climate, friendly individuals,
and beautiful beaches in Hawaii;

Whereas the food of Hawaii is appealing be-
cause it came from hard-working commu-
nities of individuals that farmed, fished, or
ranched for their livelihoods, which are core
experiences of individuals throughout the
United States; and

Whereas the growing appreciation for the
food of Hawaii comes from hard-working and
ingenious farmers, fishers, educators, ranch-
ers, chefs, and businesses that innovate and
export the taste of Hawaii all over the world:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on June
12, 2016, as ‘‘National Hawaiian Food Week’’;
and

(2) recognizes the contributions of Hawaii
to the culinary heritage of the United
States.

————

NATIONAL CANCER RESEARCH
MONTH

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 459 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 459) recognizing the
importance of cancer research and the vital
contributions of scientists, clinicians, cancer
survivors, and other patient advocates across
the United States who are dedicated to find-
ing a cure for cancer, and designating May
2016, as ‘‘National Cancer Research Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ROUNDS. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 9, 2016,
under “Submitted Resolutions.’’)

459) was

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 26,
2016

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, May 26;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
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the day; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the motion to proceed to S.
2943, postcloture; finally, that all time
during adjournment, recess, and morn-
ing business count postcloture on the
motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
Senator WHITEHOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

——
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
am back with my increasingly scuffed
and battered ‘“Time to Wake Up” sign
now for the 138th time to urge that we
stop sleepwalking through history. Cli-
mate change, as we know, is already
harming our oceans and our farms, our
health and our communities. Yet here
in the Senate we continue to just stand
idly by as carbon pollution piles up in
the atmosphere, driving unprecedented
changes in our States. I urge us again
to wake up and to act with urgency.

Just 3 years ago the monitoring sta-
tion atop Hawaii’s Mauna Loa meas-
ured a significant milestone—400 parts
per million of carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere.

This chart of the data from Mauna
Loa illustrates the negligible march
upwards of our carbon levels. And it is
not just at this one spot in the Pacific.
The World Meteorological Organization
maintains a global atmosphere watch
network of atmospheric monitoring
stations that spans 100 countries, in-
cluding stations high in the Alps,
Andes, Himalayas, as well as in the
Arctic and Antarctic. Earlier this
month, the Cape Grim Station—per-
haps aptly named—in remote north-
western Tasmania saw its first meas-
urement above 400 parts per million. A
few days later, Casey Station in Ant-
arctica measured carbon dioxide con-
centrations above 400 parts per million.

What is significant about 400 parts
per million? The Earth has existed in a
range between 170 and 300 parts per
million of carbon dioxide for at least
the last 800,000 years—probably mil-
lions of years but at least the last
800,000 years. Homo sapiens as a species
have only been around for about 200,000
years, so 800,000 really goes back a
ways. Primitive farming began only
about 20,000 years ago. Before that, we
were just hunter-gatherers. So 800,000
in that context is a long, safe, com-
fortable run for this planet that has
been very good to humankind in that
carbon concentration window of 170 to
300. Since the Industrial Revolution,
when the great carbon dump began, we
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have completely blown out of that
range.

At the bottom of this chart is 300.

What is also apparent in this chart is
the breathing, if you will, of the plan-
et. The sawtooth effect of this line
comes from carbon dioxide levels
changing as spring triggers the collec-
tive inhale of trees and other plant life
in the Northern Hemisphere.

This is another version of the same
data. The line at the border between
the white and the lavender is the car-
bon data for the year 2011—between 388
and 393 parts per million, going up and
then going back down and then going
up as the Earth inhales and exhales the
carbon dioxide. In 2012, this was the
line, up above 2011. In 2013, this was the
line. In 2014, this was the line. In 2015—
it is hard to see, but it is right here
where my finger is tracing and then on-
ward from here. And this is 2016 to
date, and then the data stops. It is
going to continue. That shelf is just
the data ending because of the time of
year we are in. So every single year we
see the carbon dioxide levels marching
up and up and up.

Dr. Ralph Keeling is director of the
Mauna Loa CO, Program at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography and a sort
of hero among scientists. He has said
that he doubts carbon dioxide levels at
Mauna Loa will ever again dip below
400 parts per million.

As our carbon pollution accumulates,
we can actually measure the change in
the amount of energy trapped by the
atmosphere from the Sun. NOAA calls
this the ‘‘Annual Greenhouse Gas
Index,” and the latest edition shows
that in just the past 25 years, our car-
bon emissions have increased the heat-
trapping capacity of our atmosphere by
50 percent above preindustrial levels.
That is our doing.

The director of NOAA’s Global Moni-
toring Division, Dr. Jim Butler, said:
“We’re dialing up Earth’s thermostat
in a way that will lock more heat into
the ocean and atmosphere for thou-
sands of years.”

Last week the Washington Post re-
ported that both NOAA and NASA
found April 2016 to have been the
warmest April ever recorded. What is
remarkable is that April was the 12th
consecutive month in a row in which
that month was the warmest ever re-
corded for that month. That is a full
yvear’s worth of months that topped
every previous such month for tem-
perature, and it is the longest streak
ever in NOAA’s 137-year temperature
record.

One thing we know about all of this
excess heat is that the oceans have ab-
sorbed more than 90 percent of it. You
think things are weird now with the
weather, imagine if the oceans had not
absorbed more than 90 percent of that
excess heat. That is a measurement,
not a theory. Unless we are going to re-
peal the laws of physics, we know that
when water warms from absorbing that
90-plus percent of the heat energy, it
expands. That is the law of thermal ex-
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pansion. As a result, sea levels around
the world are measurably rising be-
cause oceans are warming and expand-
ing, as well as because of ice sheets and
glaciers melting.

Sea level rise is a serious matter for
my constituents and for all coastal
communities. We measure approxi-
mately 10 inches of sea level rise at
Naval Station Newport, RI, since the
1930s. Higher sea levels erode our shore-
line. They push saltwater up into our
marshes. Worst of all, from our human
perspective, the big storms that get
launched in this weather come riding
ashore on higher seas, and they inflict
more damage and worse flooding in our
homes.

A couple of years ago, I visited South
Florida with our friend Senator NEL-
SON. In parts of Miami and Fort Lau-
derdale, sea water continues to flood
streets and homes at high tide on per-
fectly calm and sunny days. It is not
rain. These flooding events are occur-
ring because sea level is rising.

A study published in February by Cli-
mate Central determined climate
change was to blame for approximately
three-quarters of the coastal floods re-
corded in the United States between
2005 and 2014, most of which were high-
tide floods. The blue is the natural
floods they experienced and the red is
the flooding that was driven by climate
change.

Dr. Ben Strauss, who led this anal-
ysis, said: ‘“‘[Tlhis is really the first
placing of human fingerprints on coast-
al floods, and thousands of them.”” And
the body of science revealing those
human fingerprints from climate
change is growing. In the past, I have
said that climate change ‘‘loads the
dice” for extreme weather, but it is
hard to link a particular event to cli-
mate change. That is beginning to
change as the science continues to de-
velop and the evidence continues to
pile up.

In March, the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
released a report outlining a rigorous
science-based system for attributing
extreme weather events to climate
change with statistical confidence. In
other words, scientists are now able to
assess how the risk of an extreme
weather event has changed since these
heat-trapping greenhouse gases have
altered our climate.

Certain kinds of extreme events are
relatively straightforward to assess
and attribute heat waves, heavy rains,
certain types of drought. Other kinds
of extreme events, such as tornadoes,
wildfires, and the frequency and inten-
sity of hurricanes, are more com-
plicated to dissect.

For example, heat waves are expected
to become more common, more in-
tense, and longer lasting because of the
increase in heat-trapping gases in the
atmosphere. An analysis of an extreme
heat wave last May in Australia found
it was made 23 times more likely to
have happened because of climate
change. When the odds in favor have
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