S3092

to block the Department’s fiduciary
rule, an effort I did not and would not
support.

While most advisers operate under a
best interest standard, some advisers
steered their customers into invest-
ments that award big commissions and
incentives to the adviser but are not in
the best interest of the customer.

No one knows this better than the
Toffels of Lindenhurst, IL.

Merlin Toffel was a Navy veteran and
an electrician, and his wife, Elaine, was
an accountant. After more than 40
years of work, they had built up an im-
pressive nest egg, but when Merlin was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and could
no longer manage their finances,
Elaine sought investment advice from
an investment broker at their local re-
tail bank.

The broker told her to liquidate their
retirement account and sold them vari-
able annuities to the tune of $650,000.
Elaine trusted his advice because she
thought that it was in her best inter-
est. She later found out that those an-
nuities charged fees in excess of $26,000
a year, and if she needed to access the
money right away for an emergency,
she would be charged a surrender
charge of more than $45,000.

In the end, the Toffels lost more than
$50,000 because of the broker’s con-
flicted advice. Unfortunately, they are
not alone. This is unconscionable and
should not be allowed.

The fiduciary rule will require advis-
ers to disclose their fees and ensure ac-
cess to quality financial advice, restore
confidence to savers, and protect them
from receiving conflicted advice, which
has the potential to erode billions from
retirement accounts of hard-working
Americans.

The bottom line is that we need to
support policies that safeguard worker
retirement savings and help them pre-
pare for retirement, and the fiduciary
rule does just that.

It saddens me that my Republican
colleagues have acted to undermine
American workers and families by
blocking this rule. Thankfully, their
efforts here today will not prevail be-
cause the President will veto this at-
tempt to dismantle this important
rule.

————
REMEMBERING BOB BENNETT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, all of us
mourn the passing of a distinguished
former Member of this body, Senator
Bob Bennett of Utah, who died of an
illness on May 4.

I doubt that there were any in the
Senate who did not truly like and ad-
mire Bob Bennett. His gentle spirit, his
kindness, his civility, and his empathy
for others were reflected in his work
here for the people of Utah and for the
Nation. Marcelle and I are fortunate to
have called Bob and Joyce Bennett our
friends while we served together.

Senator Bennett and I were poles
apart on many issues that came before
the Senate, but, as with many others in
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this body, we were able to work to-
gether in good faith to find ways for-
ward through many issues, knowing
how important it was to our constitu-
ents, to the country, and to the Senate
for us to do that. He followed the tradi-
tion of other highly respected Senators
when I joined this body: He always
kept his word.

At the very end of his life, as he lay
in a hospital bed in Salt Lake City, we
now have heard from his family of yet
another sign of his decency and human-
ity, as he specially sought out Muslim
members of the hospital staff to thank
them and to personally apologize to
them for what they have heard of the
divisive and hateful messages and the
pandering to fear that has spilled out
from the current Presidential cam-
paign. He wanted them to know that he
and most Americans welcome them,
appreciate them, and recognize the
pain that these invectives have caused
and continue to cause.

Reading and hearing his son’s de-
scription of his dad’s outreach in his
final days touched me deeply, as I am
sure is the case for all of us here and
for all Americans of goodwill every-
where. All of us can learn from his
poignant gestures, and we can resolve
to deepen our own commitment to the
eternal values—and the American val-
ues—that motivated him. What a pow-
erful lesson he leaves for us all.

I ask unanimous consent that an ar-
ticle from the Salt Lake City Deseret
News about this remarkable and telling
episode from the final days of Senator
Bennett’s life be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From The Deseret News, May 19, 2016]
FORMER UTAH SEN. BOB BENNETT’S APOLOGY
TO MUSLIMS RECEIVING ATTENTION FROM
NEWS OUTLETS WORLDWIDE
(By Scott Stevens)

Weeks after former Utah Sen. Bob Ben-
nett’s death, several national news media
outlets have published stories praising the
Utah politician for comments he made re-
garding Muslims and their acceptance in
America shortly before his death on May 4,
2016.

In the weeks following former Utah Sen.
Bob Bennett’s death, several national news
media outlets published stories praising the
Utah politician for comments he made about
Muslims and their acceptance in America,
shortly before his death.

In late April the Deseret News reported
about Bennett’s battle with pancreatic can-
cer and a stroke. He told the Deseret News “‘I
want to go to every Muslim and say thank
you for being in our country . . .,”” and, like
many other politicians, Bennett expressed
his distaste in the tone and tenor of the Re-
publican presidential race as he remarked ‘I
want to apologize on behalf of the Repub-
lican Party for Donald Trump.”’

The Daily Beast picked up on the Deseret
News’ interview with the Bennetts a few
weeks after the former senator’s death and
followed up with their own interview with
Bennett’s family. ‘“He would go to people
with the hijab (on) and tell them he was glad
they were in America, and they were wel-
come here,” Bennett’s wife Joyce told The
Daily Beast. ‘‘He wanted to apologize on be-
half of the Republican Party.”
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Quartz followed suit, citing the Deseret
News and Daily Beast interviews with the
Bennetts, and adding that Bennett’s
thoughts on the treatment of Muslims
seemed to be frequently on his mind in the
weeks and months leading up to his death.

NBC News echoed the report that in Ben-
nett’s last days he approached Muslims to
offer his well-wishes to them—even going as
far as to ask his son, Jim, if there were any
Muslims in the same hospital as him so he
could thank them for their residence in the
United States.

An active member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Bennett’s faith
was also at the forefront of his thoughts as
cancer and a stroke left him partially para-
lyzed. Bennett ‘‘recognized parallel between
the Mormon experience and the Muslim ex-
perience,”” The Week reported, and he ‘“‘want-
ed to see these people treated with kindness
and not ostracized.”

——————

RECOGNIZING KING ARTHUR
FLOUR

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on May
19, 2016, hundreds of guests flooded the
Senate’s Kennedy Caucus Room for the
eleventh annual Taste of Vermont, an
event that brings together over 60 busi-
nesses that showcase the best Vermont
has to offer. From microbreweries to
distilleries, farms to creameries, bake
shops to chocolatiers, these business
represent the best of Vermont’s many
unique, homegrown products. All of
these businesses deserve acknowledg-
ment for their contributions to our
great State and for putting Vermont’s
business-friendly environment on the
map. I want to take a minute to shine
the spotlight on one company in par-
ticular.

On the eve of this year’s Taste of
Vermont, the Employee Stock Owner-
ship Plan, ESOP, Association named
King Arthur Flour the 2016 Company of
the Year. Founded in 1790, King Arthur
Flour epitomizes Vermont values. A
business leader within the community,
the company is focused on providing
quality products to its loyal cus-
tomers. After relocating to Norwich,
VT, in 1984, owners Frank and Brinna
Sands sold their company to their em-
ployees. They became 100 percent em-
ployee-owned in 2004 and have helped
numerous other Vermont companies
transition to ESOP status, including
Heritage Aviation, the most recent
Vermont-based company to join the
ESOP ranks.

King Arthur Flour has long been
dedicated to bettering itself and its
community, a laudable and often un-
common commitment from businesses.
Currently in the midst of a large ex-
pansion of their facilities and program-
ming, King Arthur Flour has adapted
to meet the needs of their customers
and introduced award-winning gluten-
free baking mixes in 2010. The life
skills bread baking program recently
taught its 120,000th student, and classes
from the baking education center have
reached over 4,600 bakers.

In King Arthur Flour, I see a com-
mitment to being on the cutting edge
of new ideas and developments, while
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remaining true to what their cus-
tomers deserve. Congratulations to
King Arthur Flour for this outstanding
achievement and to everyone who was
involved.

————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavoidably detained for rollcall
vote No. 83 on passage of S. 2613. Had I
been present, I would have voted yea.

——————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BOB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
16-24, concerning the Department of the Air
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to the Government of Oman for de-
fense articles and services estimated to cost
$260 million. After this letter is delivered to
your office, we plan to issue a news release
to notify the public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
J.W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 16-24

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Oman.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $0 million.

Other $260 million.

Total $260 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Non-MDE: Follow-on support for Oman’s
existing F-16 fleet that includes support
equipment, communications equipment, per-
sonnel training, spare and repair parts, pub-
lications, Electronic Combat International
Security Assistance Program (ECISAP), Con-
tractor Engineer Technical Services (CETS),
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Technical Coordination Group (TCG), Inter-
national Engine Management Program
(IEMP), Precision Measurement Equipment
Laboratory (PMEL) calibration and tech-
nical orders. The estimated value of this pos-
sible sale is $260 million.

(iv) Military Department: USAF (QAO).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: MU-D-
SDC-$693,191,686-5 June 2002; MU-D-QAJ-
$186,003,411-22 September 2009; MU-D-SAB-
$1,418,883,494-2 December 2011.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
May 24, 2016.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Oman—Continuation of Logistics Support
Services and Equipment

The Government of Oman requests follow-
on support for its existing F-16 fleet that in-
cludes support equipment, communications
equipment, personnel training, spare and re-
pair parts, publications, Electronic Combat
International Security Assistance Program
(ECISAP), Contractor Engineer Technical
Services (CETS), Technical Coordination
Group (TCG), International Engine Manage-
ment Program (IEMP), Precision Measure-
ment Equipment Laboratory (PMEL) cali-
bration and technical orders. The estimated
value of this possible sale is $260 million.

The proposed sale of support services will
enable the Royal Air Force of Oman to en-
sure the reliability and performance of its F—
16 aircraft. Oman will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this support into its armed forces.

This proposed sale contributes to the for-
eign policy and national security of the
United States by helping to improve the se-
curity of a friendly country which has been,
and continues to be, an important force for
political stability and economic progress in
the Middle East.

The proposed sale allows the U.S. military
to support the Royal Air Force of Oman, fur-
ther strengthen the U.S.-Omani military-to-
military relationship, and ensure continued
interoperability of forces and opportunities
for bilateral training and exercises with
Oman’s military forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The prime contractors for this sale are:
Lockheed Martin Aero, Fort Worth, TX; ITT
(EXCELIS-Harris), Fort Wayne, IN; BAE
Systems, Austin, TX; Honeywell, Clearwater,
FL; Northrop Grumman, Linthicum Heights,
MD; Marvin Engineering, Inglewood, CA;
Lockheed Martin Missile and Fire Control,
Orlando, FL; Goodrich Corp, Westford, MA.
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale does
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Oman.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

All defense articles and services have been
approved for release to the Government of
Oman.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16-24

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:
1. This case involves the sustainment of
sensitive technology previously released to
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Oman in the sales of their F-16C/D aircraft.
The F-16C/D Block 50/52 weapon system is
UNCLASSIFIED, except as noted below. The
aircraft uses the F-16 airframe and features
advanced avionics and systems including the
Pratt and Whitney F-100-PW-229 or the Gen-
eral Electric F-110-GE-129 engine, AN/APG-
68V(9) radar, digital flight control system,
external electronic warfare equipment, Ad-
vanced Identification Friend or Foe (AIFF),
Link-16 datalink, and software computer
programs.

2. Sensitive or classified (up to SECRET)
elements of the proposed F-16C/D include
hardware, accessories, components, and asso-
ciated software: AN/APG-68V(9) Radar, Have
Quick I/II Radios, AN/APX-113 A1FF with
Mode IV capability, AN/ALE-47 Counter-
measures (Chaff and Flare) set, LINK-16 Ad-
vanced Data Link Group A provisions only,
Embedded Global Positioning System/Iner-
tial Navigation System, Joint Helmet-
Mounted Cueing System (JHMCS), ALQ-
211(V)4 Advanced Integrated Defensive Elec-
tronic Warfare Suite (AIDEWS) without Dig-
ital Radio Frequency Memory, AN/ALQ-
211(V)4 Countermeasures Set, Modular Mis-
sion Computer, Have Glass I/II without infra-
red top coat, and Digital Flight Control Sys-
tem. Additional sensitive areas include oper-
ating manuals and maintenance technical
orders containing performance information,
operating and test procedures, and other in-
formation related to support operations and
repair. The hardware, software, and data
identified are classified to protect
vulnerabilities, design, and performance pa-
rameters and other similar critical informa-
tion.

3. Software, hardware, and other data,
which is classified or sensitive, is reviewed
prior to release to protect system
vulnerabilities, design data, and performance
parameters. Some end-item hardware, soft-
ware, and other data identified above are
classified at the CONFIDENTIAL and SE-
CRET level. Potential compromise of these
systems is controlled through management
of the basic software programs of highly sen-
sitive systems and software-controlled weap-
on system on a case-by-case basis.

4. Oman is both willing and able to protect
U.S. classified military information. Oman’s
physical and document security standards
are equivalent to U.S. standards.

5. This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the Policy Justifica-
tion. Moreover, the benefits to be derived
from this sale outweigh the potential dam-
age that could result if the sensitive tech-
nology were revealed to unauthorized per-
sons.

6. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of
Oman.

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
16-20, concerning the Department of the
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Qatar for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $20 million. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
J.W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.
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