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SA 4051. Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
BENNET) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 4039 sub-
mitted by Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BURR) to the amend-
ment SA 3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for
herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER)
to the bill H.R. 2577, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4052. Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
BENNET) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 4039 sub-
mitted by Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BURR) to the amend-
ment SA 3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for
herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER)
to the bill H.R. 2577, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4053. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4054. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4055. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4056. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4057. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4058. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4059. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4060. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill
H.R. 2577, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4061. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3897 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL (for Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. VITTER,
Mr. COTTON, and Mr. SHELBY)) to the amend-
ment SA 3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for
herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER)
to the bill H.R. 2577, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4005. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
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related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 2561. Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives a report that
contains an update on the progress of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in completing
the Rural Veterans Burial Initiative and the
expected timeline for completion of such ini-
tiative.

SA 4006. Mr. VITTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title IT of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds made available
in this Act shall be used to pay any bonus to
an individual in a Senior Executive position
(as defined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United
States Code) in the Department of Veterans
Affairs who is employed within Veterans In-
tegrated Service Network 16.

SA 4007. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 41, after line 25, add
the following:

SEC. 127. (a) All of the unobligated balances
of the amounts appropriated for fiscal year
2016 under the headings “MULTILATERAL
ASSISTANCE” and “BILATERAL ECO-
NOMIC ASSISTANCE” in titles IIT and V of
the Department of State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2016 (division K of Public Law 114-
113), including funds designated by Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2
U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)(ii)) are rescinded.

(b) In addition to the amount made avail-
able under the heading ‘‘FEDERAL-AID HIGH-
WAYS”’in this title, an amount equal to the
amount rescinded pursuant to subsection (a)
shall be made available for the implementa-
tion or execution of Federal-aid highway,
bridge construction, and highway safety con-
struction programs authorized under titles
23 and 49, United States Code.

SA 4008. Mr. DAINES (for himself
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
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2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I of divi-

sion B, insert the following:

SEC. . Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall conduct a study and
submit to Congress a report on the use of de-
fense access road funding to build alternate
routes for military equipment traveling to
missile launch facilities, taking into consid-
eration the location of local populations, se-
curity risks, safety, and impacts of weather.

SA 4009. Mr. UDALL (for himself and
Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 102, strike lines 3 through 16 and
insert the following:
would otherwise receive: Provided further,
That grant amounts not allocated to a re-
cipient pursuant to the previous proviso
shall be allocated under the need component
of the formula proportionately among all
other Indian tribes not subject to an adjust-
ment under such proviso: Provided further,
That the second proviso shall not apply to
any Indian tribe that would otherwise re-
ceive a formula allocation of less than
$8,000,000: Provided further, That to take ef-
fect, the 3 previous provisos do not

SA 4010. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II in division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title shall
be used in a manner that would interfere
with removal by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs of employees who have committed
felony or misdemeanor offenses, regardless
of whether the offense occurred while the
employee was at work.

SA 4011. Mr. NELSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

In division A, strike section 225 and insert
the following:
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SEC. 225. (a) Any entity receiving housing
assistance payments shall maintain decent,
safe, and sanitary conditions, as determined
by the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (in this section referred to as the
“Secretary’’), and comply with any stand-
ards under applicable State or local laws,
rules, ordinances, or regulations relating to
the physical condition of any property cov-
ered under a housing assistance payment
contract.

(b) The Secretary shall take action under
subsection (¢) when a multifamily housing
project with a section 8 contract or contract
for similar project-based assistance—

(1) receives a Uniform Physical Condition
Standards (UPCS) score of 30 or less;

(2) fails to certify in writing to the Sec-
retary within 3 days that all Exigent Health
and Safety deficiencies identified by the in-
spector at the project have been corrected;
or

(3) receives a UPCS score between 31 and 59
and has received consecutive scores of less
than 60 on UPCS inspections.

Such requirements shall apply to insured
and noninsured projects with assistance at-
tached to the units under section 8 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f), but do not apply to such units assisted
under section 8(0)(13) (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)(13))
or to public housing units assisted with cap-
ital or operating funds under section 9 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
14372).

(c)(1) The Secretary shall notify the owner
and provide an opportunity for response
within 15 days after the results of the UPCS
inspection are issued. If the violations re-
main, the Secretary shall develop a plan to
bring the property into compliance within 30
days after the results of the UPCS inspection
are issued and must provide the owner with
a Notice of Default with a specified time-
table, determined by the Secretary, for cor-
recting all deficiencies. The Secretary must
also provide a copy of the Notice of Default
to the tenants, the local government, any
mortgagees, and any contract administrator.
If the owner’s appeal results in a UPCS score
of 60 or above, the Secretary may withdraw
the Notice of Default.

(2) At the end of the time period for cor-
recting all deficiencies specified in the No-
tice of Default, if the owner fails to fully cor-
rect such deficiencies, the Secretary may—

(A) require immediate replacement of
project management with a management
agent approved by the Secretary;

(B) impose civil money penalties, which
shall be used solely for the purpose of sup-
porting safe and sanitary conditions at appli-
cable properties, as designated by the Sec-
retary, with priority given to the tenants of
the property affected by the penalty;

(C) abate the section 8 contract, including
partial abatement, as determined by the Sec-
retary, until all deficiencies have been cor-
rected;

(D) pursue transfer of the project to an
owner, approved by the Secretary under es-
tablished procedures, which will be obligated
to promptly make all required repairs and to
accept renewal of the assistance contract as
long as such renewal is offered;

(E) transfer the existing section 8 contract
to another project or projects and owner or
owners;

(F') pursue exclusionary sanctions, includ-
ing suspensions or debarments from Federal
programs;

(G) seek judicial appointment of a receiver
to manage the property and cure all project
deficiencies or seek a judicial order of spe-
cific performance requiring the owner to
cure all project deficiencies;

(H) work with the owner, lender, or other
related party to stabilize the property in an
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attempt to preserve the property through
compliance, transfer of ownership, or an in-
fusion of capital provided by a third-party
that requires time to effectuate; or

(I) take any other regulatory or contrac-
tual remedies available as deemed necessary
and appropriate by the Secretary.

(d) The Secretary shall also take appro-
priate steps to ensure that project-based con-
tracts remain in effect, subject to the exer-
cise of contractual abatement remedies to
assist relocation of tenants for major threats
to health and safety after written notice to
and informed consent of the affected tenants
and use of other remedies set forth above. To
the extent the Secretary determines, in con-
sultation with the tenants and the local gov-
ernment, that the property is not feasible for
continued rental assistance payments under
such section 8 or other programs, based on
consideration of (1) the costs of rehabili-
tating and operating the property and all
available Federal, State, and local resources,
including rent adjustments under section 524
of the Multifamily Assisted Housing Reform
and Affordability Act of 1997 (“MAHRAA”)
and (2) environmental conditions that can-
not be remedied in a cost-effective fashion,
the Secretary may, in consultation with the
tenants of that property, contract for
project-based rental assistance payments
with an owner or owners of other existing
housing properties, or provide other rental
assistance.

(e) The Secretary shall report quarterly on
all properties covered by this section that
are assessed through the Real Estate Assess-
ment Center and have UPCS physical inspec-
tion scores of less than 60 or have received
an unsatisfactory management and occu-
pancy review within the past 36 months. The
report shall include—

(1) the enforcement actions being taken to
address such conditions, including imposi-
tion of civil money penalties and termi-
nation of subsidies, and identify properties
that have such conditions multiple times;

(2) actions that the Department of Housing
and Urban Development is taking to protect
tenants of such identified properties; and

(3) any administrative or legislative rec-
ommendations to further improve the living
conditions at properties covered under a
housing assistance payment contract.

SA 4012. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. VITTER, Mr. COTTON,
and Mr. INHOFE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 108, line 7, strike the

period at the end and insert the following:
. Provided further, That none of the funds
made available under this heading may be
obligated or expended for any State, or any
political subdivision of a State—

(1) that has in effect a statute, ordinance,
policy, or practice that prohibits or restricts
any government entity or official—

(A) from sending, receiving, maintaining,
or exchanging with any Federal, State, or
local government entity information regard-
ing the citizenship or immigration status
(lawful or unlawful) of any individual other
than an individual who comes forward as a
victim or a witness to a criminal offense; or

(B) from complying with a request lawfully
made by the Department of Homeland Secu-
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rity under section 236 or 287 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1226 and
1357) to comply with a detainer for, or notify
about the release of, an individual other
than an individual who comes forward as a
victim or a witness to a criminal offense; or

(2) whose law enforcement officers and
other employees, contractors, and agents are
not certified by the Department of Homeland
Security (whether under section 287(g) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1357(g)) or other authority and whether
through a memorandum of understanding,
regulations, or otherwise) to be acting as
agents of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity with all the authority available to em-
ployees of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity when they take actions to comply
with a detainer issued by the Department of
Homeland Security under section 236 or 287
of such Act.

SA 4013. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3900 proposed by Mr.
McCONNELL (for Mr. BLUNT (for him-
self, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. LEAHY)) to the
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

CHAPTER 4—REVENUE PROVISIONS
ELIGIBILITY FOR CHILD TAX CREDIT

SEC. . (a) Subsection (e) of section 24
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended to read as follows:

‘‘(e) IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under this section to any taxpayer un-
less—

‘“(A) such taxpayer includes the taxpayer’s
valid identification number on the return of
tax for the taxable year, and

‘“(B) with respect to any qualifying child,
the taxpayer includes the name and valid
identification number of such qualifying
child on such return of tax.

¢“(2) VALID IDENTIFICATION NUMBER.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘valid identification num-
ber’ means a social security number issued
to an individual by the Social Security Ad-
ministration. Such term shall not include a
TIN issued by the Internal Revenue Service.

‘“(B) DATE OF ISSUANCE.—No credit shall be
allowed under this section if the valid identi-
fying number of the taxpayer was issued
after the due date for filing the return for
the taxable year.”.

(b) The amendment made by this section
shall apply to taxable years beginning after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4014. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law or regulation, including section
41713 of title 49, United States Code, the
State of Alaska or the State of Hawaii may
enact or enforce a law, regulation, or other
provision having the force and effect of law
that regulates the price, route, or service of
an air carrier that provides air ambulance
service in that State.

SA 4015. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 3896 pro-
posed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the
bill H.R. 2577, making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . (a) The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall require each public
housing agency that administers public
housing (as defined in section 3 of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a))
or housing assisted under section 8 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f) to remove and replace, in each dwell-
ing unit in which a child under the age of 9
resides, window coverings with accessible
cords exceeding 8 inches in length and win-
dow coverings with continuous loops or
beads.

(b) The Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development shall require public housing
agencies to phase out window coverings with
accessible cords exceeding 8 inches in length
and window coverings with continuous loops
or beads that do not contain a cord tension
device that prohibits operation when not an-
chored to a wall from dwelling units in pub-
lic housing (as defined in section 3 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437a)) and housing assisted under section 8
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437f) not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act.

SA 4016. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself
and Mr. JOHNSON) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title I in division A, add the

following:

SEC. . Section 127 of title 23, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(u) PILOT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“‘(A) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
by paragraph (2).

‘(B) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means the
State of Wisconsin.

“42) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding
subsection (a) the State may participate in a
pilot program relating to certain exceptions
to certain vehicle weight limitations appli-
cable to the Interstate System in accordance
with this subsection.
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““(3) PROGRAM.—Under the pilot program,
the State may authorize a vehicle with a
maximum gross weight, including all en-
forcement tolerances, that exceeds the max-
imum gross weight otherwise applicable
under subsection (a) to operate on Interstate
System routes in the State, if—

‘“(A) the vehicle is equipped with at least 6
axles;

‘(B) the weight of any single axle on the
vehicle does not exceed 20,000 pounds, includ-
ing enforcement tolerances;

‘“(C) the weight of any tandem axle on the
vehicle does not exceed 34,000 pounds, includ-
ing enforcement tolerances;

‘(D) the weight of any group of 3 or more
axles on the vehicle does not exceed 51,000
pounds, including enforcement tolerances;

‘“(E) the gross weight of the vehicle does
not exceed 91,000 pounds, including enforce-
ment tolerances; and

‘“(F) the vehicle complies with the bridge
formula under subsection (a)(2).

‘“(4) SPECIAL RULES.—

‘“(A) OTHER EXCEPTIONS NOT AFFECTED.—
This subsection shall not restrict—

‘(i) a vehicle that may operate under any
other provision of this section, or another
Federal law; or

‘“(ii) the authority of the State with re-
spect to a vehicle described in clause (i).

“(B) MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The
State may implement this subsection by any
means, including statute or rule of general
applicability, by special permit, or other-
wise.

‘“(5) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘““(A) REPORT.—If the State participates in
the pilot program, after the pilot program
terminates in accordance with paragraph
(10), the State shall submit to the Secretary
a report that includes—

‘(i) the number of fatalities that occurred
in the State involving crashes on the Inter-
state System in the State of vehicles author-
ized to operate on that system under the
pilot program;

‘(i) the estimated vehicle miles traveled
by vehicles described in clause (i) on the
Interstate System in the State; and

‘“(iii) the estimated gross vehicle weight
and number of axles of vehicles described in
clause (i) at the time of a crash described in
clause (i).

“(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary
shall make all information required under
subparagraph (A) available to the public.

¢“(6) TERMINATION AS TO ROUTE SEGMENT.—
The Secretary may terminate the operation
of vehicles authorized by the State under the
pilot program on a specific Interstate Sys-
tem route segment if, after the effective date
of a decision of the State to allow vehicles to
operate under the pilot program, the Sec-
retary determines that operation poses an
unreasonable safety risk based on an engi-
neering analysis of the route segment or an
analysis of safety or other applicable data
from the route segment.

‘(7T WAIVER OF HIGHWAY FUNDING REDUC-
TION.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), the
total amount of funds apportioned to the
State under section 104(b)(1) for any period
may not be reduced under subsection (a) if
the State authorizes a vehicle described in
paragraph (3) to operate on the Interstate
System in the State under the pilot pro-
gram.

‘“(8) PRESERVING STATE AND LOCAL AUTHOR-
ITY REGARDING NON-INTERSTATE SYSTEM HIGH-
WAYS.—Subsection (b) shall not apply to
motor vehicles operating on the Interstate
System solely under the pilot program.

‘“(9) SAVINGS PROVISION.—The pilot pro-
gram shall not affect the operation of any
vehicle that, as of the date of enactment of
this subsection, is permitted under Federal
and State law to have a gross vehicle weight
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of greater than 91,000 pounds,
under subsections (f), (j), and (o).

‘(10) TERMINATION.—The pilot program
shall terminate on the date that is 1 year
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section.”.

SA 4017. Mrs. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to pay a bonus to
an individual in a Senior Executive position
(as defined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United
States Code) or leadership position within
the Office of Construction and Facilities
Management of the Department of Veterans
Affairs until the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits to Congress a report detailing
how the Department intends to reduce the
designation of the Department by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office as ‘high-
risk” in Federal real property portfolios due
to longstanding problems with excess and
underutilized property and overreliance on
leasing.

SA 4018. Mrs. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to pay a bonus to
an individual in a Senior Executive position
(as defined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United
States Code) or leadership position in the
Department of Veterans Affairs until the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs submits to
Congress a report detailing a plan to address
the report by the Government Account-
ability Office in 2012 concerning savings esti-
mates by the Department that were flawed
or lacked analytic support.

SA 4019. Mrs. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to provide adminis-
trative leave to an employee of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs unless the imme-
diate supervisor of the employee specifies

including
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that the administrative leave complies with
the guidelines issued by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management with respect to adminis-
trative leave.

SA 4020. Mrs. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of artwork, including in new construction by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, until
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs notifies
Congress that the appointment backlog for
veterans seeking primary care appointments
from the Department has been eliminated.

SA 4021. Mrs. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. Funds made available in this Act
for purposes of paying bonuses or relocation
benefits to individuals in Senior Executive
positions (as defined in section 3132(a) of
title 5, United States Code) at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs shall be used, in
lieu of paying such bonuses or benefits, to re-
duce the backlog of appeals of disability
claims under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

SA 4022. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self and Mr. TILLIS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER OF EXCEL-
LENCE IN PREVENTION, DIAGNOSIS,
MITIGATION, TREATMENT, AND RE-
HABILITATION OF HEALTH CONDI-
TIONS RELATING TO EXPOSURE TO
BURN PITS AND OTHER ENVIRON-
MENTAL EXPOSURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
73 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:
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“§7330B. Center of excellence in prevention,
diagnosis, mitigation, treatment, and reha-
bilitation of health conditions relating to
exposure to burn pits and other environ-
mental exposures
‘“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary

shall establish within the Department a cen-

ter of excellence in the prevention, diag-
nosis, mitigation, treatment, and rehabilita-
tion of health conditions relating to expo-
sure to burn pits and other environmental
exposures to carry out the responsibilities

specified in subsection (d).

‘“(2) The Secretary shall establish the cen-
ter of excellence under paragraph (1) through
the use of—

‘“(A) the directives and policies of the De-
partment in effect as of the date of the en-
actment of this section;

‘(B) the recommendations of the Comp-
troller General of the United States and In-
spector General of the Department in effect
as of such date; and

‘(C) guidance issued by the Secretary of
Defense under section 313 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013
(Public Law 112-239; 10 U.S.C. 1074 note).

“(b) SELECTION OF SITE.—In selecting the
site for the center of excellence established
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consider entities that—

“(1) are equipped with the specialized
equipment needed to study, diagnose, and
treat health conditions relating to exposure
to burn pits and other environmental expo-
sures;

‘“(2) have a track record of publishing in-
formation relating to post-deployment
health exposures among veterans who served
in the Armed Forces in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom;

‘“(3) have developed animal models and in
vitro models of dust immunology and lung
injury consistent with the injuries of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who served in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom; and

‘“(4) have expertise in allergy and immu-
nology, pulmonary diseases, and industrial
and management engineering.

‘“(c) COLLABORATION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that the center of excellence collabo-
rates, to the maximum extent practicable,
with the Secretary of Defense, institutions
of higher education, and other appropriate
public and private entities (including inter-
national entities) to carry out the respon-
sibilities specified in subsection (d).

‘“(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The center of ex-
cellence shall have the following responsibil-
ities:

‘(1) To provide for the development, test-
ing, and dissemination within the Depart-
ment of best practices for the treatment of
health conditions relating to exposure to
burn pits and other environmental expo-
sures.

‘(2) To provide guidance for the health sys-
tems of the Department and the Department
of Defense in determining the personnel re-
quired to provide quality health care for
members of the Armed Forces and veterans
with health conditions relating to exposure
to burn pits and other environmental expo-
sures.

‘“(8) To establish, implement, and oversee a
comprehensive program to train health pro-
fessionals of the Department and the Depart-
ment of Defense in the treatment of health
conditions relating to exposure to burn pits
and other environmental exposures.

‘“(4) To facilitate advancements in the
study of the short-term and long-term ef-
fects of exposure to burn pits and other envi-
ronmental exposures.

‘() To disseminate within medical facili-
ties of the Department best practices for
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training health professionals with respect to
health conditions relating to exposure to
burn pits and other environmental expo-
sures.

‘() To conduct Dbasic science and
translational research on health conditions
relating to exposure to burn pits and other
environmental exposures for the purposes of
understanding the etiology of such condi-
tions and developing preventive interven-
tions and new treatments.

“(T) To provide medical treatment to all
veterans identified as part of the open burn
pit registry established under section 201 of
the Dignified Burial and Other Veterans’
Benefits Improvement Act of 2012 (Public
Law 112-260; 38 U.S.C. 527 note).

““(e) USE OF BURN PITS REGISTRY DATA.—In
carrying out its responsibilities under sub-
section (d), the center shall have access to
and make use of the data accumulated by
the burn pits registry established under sec-
tion 201 of the Dignified Burial and Other
Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2012
(Public Law 112-260; 38 U.S.C. 527 note).

‘“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘burn pit’ means an area of
land located in Afghanistan or Iraq that—

‘“(A) is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense to be used for disposing solid waste by
burning in the outdoor air; and

‘“(B) does not contain a commercially man-
ufactured incinerator or other equipment
specifically designed and manufactured for
the burning of solid waste.

‘“(2) The term ‘other environmental expo-
sures’ means exposure to environmental haz-
ards, including burn pits, dust or sand, haz-
ardous materials, and waste at any site in
Afghanistan or Iraq that emits smoke con-
taining pollutants present in the environ-
ment or smoke from fires or explosions.

‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $30,000,000 for each of
the first five fiscal years beginning after the
date of the enactment of this section.”.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—In carrying out section
7330B of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may use amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs for any
other purpose.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 73 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 7330A the following
new item:

¢“7330B. Center of excellence in prevention,
diagnosis, mitigation, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation of
health conditions relating to
exposure to burn pits and other
environmental exposures.’’.

SA 4023. Mr. SASSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may
be used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to enter into an agreement related to resolv-
ing a dispute or claim with an individual
that would restrict in any way the individual
from speaking to members of Congress or
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their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law.

SA 4024. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

In division A, on page 49, between lines 6
and 7, insert the following:

SEC. 142. Not later than 6 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall issue a final
rule requiring the use of speed limiting de-
vices on trucks with a gross vehicle weight
rating in excess of 26,000 pounds.

SA 4025. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

DISCONTINUATION BY DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OF USE OF SOCIAL SECURITY
ACCOUNT NUMBERS TO IDENTIFY VETERANS

SEC. 251. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Labor, shall
discontinue using Social Security account
numbers to identify individuals in all infor-
mation systems of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs as follows:

(1) For all veterans submitting to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs new claims for
benefits under laws administered by the Sec-
retary, not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) For all individuals not described in
paragraph (1), not later than five years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
use a Social Security account number to
identify an individual in an information sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs if
and only if the use of such number is re-
quired to obtain information the Secretary
requires from an information system that is
not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary.

SA 4026. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself,
Mr. MORAN, and Mr. TILLIS) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:
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SEC. 251. PREVENTION OF CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROVIDERS FROM PROVIDING
NON-DEPARTMENT HEALTH CARE
SERVICES TO VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall deny or revoke the eligi-
bility of a health care provider to provide
non-Department health care services to vet-
erans if the Secretary determines that—

(1) the health care provider was removed
from employment with the Department of
Veterans Affairs due to conduct that vio-
lated a policy of the Department relating to
the delivery of safe and appropriate patient
care;

(2) the health care provider violated the re-
quirements of a medical license of the health
care provider;

(3) the health care provider had a Depart-
ment credential revoked and the Secretary
determines that the grounds for such revoca-
tion impacts the ability of the health care
provider to deliver safe and appropriate care;
or

(4) the health care provider violated a law
for which a term of imprisonment of more
than one year may be imposed.

(b) PERMISSIVE ACTION.—The Secretary
may deny, revoke, or suspend the eligibility
of a health care provider to provide non-De-
partment health care services if the Sec-
retary has reasonable belief that such action
is necessary to immediately protect the
health, safety, or welfare of veterans and—

(1) the health care provider is under inves-
tigation by the medical licensing board of a
State in which the health care provider is li-
censed or practices;

(2) the health care provider has entered
into a settlement agreement for a discipli-
nary charge relating to the practice of medi-
cine by the health care provider; or

(3) the Secretary otherwise determines
that such action is appropriate under the cir-
cumstances.

(c) SUSPENSION.—The Secretary shall sus-
pend the eligibility of a health care provider
to provide non-Department health care serv-
ices to veterans if the health care provider is
suspended from serving as a health care pro-
vider of the Department.

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to Congress a report on
the implementation by the Secretary of this
section, including the following:

(1) The aggregate number of health care
providers denied or suspended under this sec-
tion from participation in providing non-De-
partment health care services.

(2) An evaluation of any impact on access
to care for patients or staffing shortages in
programs of the Department providing non-
Department health care services.

(3) An explanation of the coordination of
the Department with the medical licensing
boards of States in implementing this sec-
tion, the amount of involvement of such
boards in such implementation, and efforts
by the Department to address any concerns
raised by such boards with respect to such
implementation.

(4) Such recommendations as the Comp-
troller General considers appropriate regard-
ing harmonizing eligibility criteria between
health care providers of the Department and
health care providers eligible to provide non-
Department health care services.

(e) NON-DEPARTMENT HEALTH CARE SERV-
ICES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘non-Department health care services”
means—

(1) services provided under subchapter I of
chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at
non-Department facilities (as defined in sec-
tion 1701 of such title);

(2) services provided under section 101 of
the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
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ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38
U.S.C. 1701 note);

(3) services purchased through the Medical
Community Care account of the Department;
or

(4) services purchased with amounts depos-
ited in the Veterans Choice Fund under sec-
tion 802 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and
Accountability Act of 2014.

SA 4027. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. BLUNT) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2577, making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION  —BUILDING AND RENEWING
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR DEVELOPMENT
AND GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be

cited as the ‘‘Building and Renewing Infra-

structure for Development and Growth in

Employment Act” or the “BRIDGE Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Purpose.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

TITLE I-INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING

AUTHORITY

Establishment and general author-

ity of IFA.

Voting members of the Board of Di-

rectors.

Chief executive officer of IFA.

Powers and duties of the Board of

Directors.

Senior management.

Office of Technical and Rural As-

sistance.

Special Inspector General for IFA.

Sec. 108. Other personnel.

Sec. 109. Compliance.

TITLE II—TERMS AND LIMITATIONS ON
DIRECT LOANS AND LOAN GUARANTEES
Sec. 201. Eligibility criteria for assistance

from IFA and terms and limita-
tions of loans.

Loan terms and repayment.

Environmental permitting process

improvements.

Compliance and enforcement.

Audits; reports to the President

and Congress.

206. Effect on other laws.

TITLE III—FUNDING OF IFA
301. Fees.

302. Self-sufficiency of IFA.

303. Funding.

Sec. 304. Contract authority.

Sec. 305. Limitation on authority.

TITLE IV—TAX EXEMPTION REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR STATE AND LOCAL BONDS
Sec. 401. National limitation on amount of

tax-exempt financing for facili-
ties.
TITLE V—BUDGETARY EFFECTS

Sec. 501. Budgetary effects.

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this division is to facilitate
investment in, and the long-term financing
of, economically viable eligible infrastruc-
ture projects of regional or national signifi-
cance that are in the public interest in a
manner that complements existing Federal,
State, local, and private funding sources for

Sec. 101.
Sec. 102.

103.
104.

Sec.
Sec.

105.
106.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 107.

202.
203.

Sec.
Sec.

204.
205.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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these projects and introduces a merit-based
system for financing those projects, in order
to mobilize significant private sector invest-
ment, create long-term jobs, and ensure
United States competitiveness through a
self-sustaining institution that limits the
need for ongoing Federal funding.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) BLIND TRUST.—The term ‘‘blind trust”
means a trust in which the beneficiary has
no knowledge of the specific holdings and no
rights over how those holdings are managed
by the fiduciary of the trust prior to the dis-
solution of the trust.

(2) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The term ‘‘Board
of Directors” means the Board of Directors
of IFA.

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The term ‘‘Chairperson’’
means the Chairperson of the Board of Direc-
tors of IFA.

(4) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The term
“Chief Executive Officer’” means the chief
executive officer of IFA, appointed under
section 103.

(6) CosT.—The term ‘‘cost’” has the mean-
ing given the term in section 502 of the Fed-
eral Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a).

(6) DIRECT LOAN.—The term ‘‘direct loan”’
has the meaning given the term in section
502 of the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990
(2 U.S.C. 661a).

(7) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’”’ means—

(A) an individual;

(B) a corporation;

(C) a partnership, including a public-pri-
vate partnership;

(D) a joint venture;

(E) a trust;

(F) a State or any other governmental en-
tity, including a political subdivision or any
other instrumentality of a State; or

(G) a revolving fund.

(8) ELIGIBLE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible infra-
structure project’”” means the construction,
consolidation, alteration, or repair of the
following sectors:

(i) Intercity passenger or freight rail lines,
intercity passenger rail facilities or equip-
ment, and intercity freight rail facilities or

equipment.

(ii) Intercity passenger bus facilities or
equipment.

(iii) Public transportation facilities or
equipment.

(iv) Highway facilities, including bridges
and tunnels.

(v) Airports and air traffic control sys-
tems.

(vi) Port or marine terminal facilities, in-
cluding approaches to marine terminal fa-
cilities or inland port facilities, and port or
marine equipment, including fixed equip-
ment to serve approaches to marine termi-
nals or inland ports.

(vii) Transmission or distribution pipe-
lines.

(viii) Inland waterways.

(ix) Intermodal facilities or equipment re-
lated to 2 or more of the sectors described in
clauses (i) through (viii).

(x) Water treatment and solid waste dis-
posal facilities.

(xi) Storm water management systems.

(xii) Dams and levees.

(xiii) Facilities or equipment for energy
transmission, distribution or storage.

(B) AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TO MODIFY SECTORS.—The Board of Directors
may make modifications, at the discretion of
the Board, to any of the sectors described in
subparagraph (A) by a vote of not fewer than
5 of the voting members of the Board of Di-
rectors.
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(9) IFA.—The term ‘“‘IFA” means the Infra-
structure Financing Authority established
under section 101.

(10) INVESTMENT-GRADE RATING.—The term
‘“‘investment-grade rating’’ means a rating of
BBB minus, Baa3, or higher assigned to an
eligible infrastructure project by a ratings
agency.

(11) LOAN GUARANTEE.—The term ‘‘loan
guarantee’” has the meaning given the term
in section 502 of the Federal Credit Reform
Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a).

(12) OTRA.—The term ‘““OTRA’ means the
Office of Technical and Rural Assistance cre-
ated pursuant to section 106.

(13) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP.—The
term ‘‘public-private partnership’’ means
any eligible entity—

(A)(1) that is undertaking the development
of all or part of an eligible infrastructure
project that will have a measurable public
benefit, pursuant to requirements estab-
lished in 1 or more contracts between the en-
tity and a State or an instrumentality of a
State; or

(ii) the activities of which, with respect to
such an eligible infrastructure project, are
subject to regulation by a State or any in-
strumentality of a State;

(B) that owns, leases, or operates or will
own, lease, or operate, the project in whole
or in part; and

(C) the participants in which include not
fewer than 1 nongovernmental entity with
significant investment and some control
over the project or entity sponsoring the
project vehicle.

(14) RATING AGENCY.—The term ‘‘rating
agency’’ means a credit rating agency reg-
istered with the Securities and Exchange
Commission as a nationally recognized sta-
tistical rating organization (as defined in
section 3(a) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78c(a))).

(15) REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE ACCEL-
ERATOR.—The term ‘‘regional infrastructure
accelerator’” means an organization created
by public sector agencies through a multi-ju-
risdictional or multi-state agreement to pro-
vide technical assistance to local jurisdic-
tions that will facilitate the implementation
of innovative financing and procurement
models to public infrastructure projects.

(16) RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT.—The
term ‘‘rural infrastructure project’’—

(A) has the same meaning given the term
in section 601(15) of title 23, United States
Code; and

(B) includes any eligible infrastructure
project sector described in clauses (i)
through (xvii) of paragraph (8)(A) located in
any area other than a city with a population
of more than 250,000 inhabitants within the
city limits.

(17) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Treasury or the
designee of the Secretary of the Treasury.

(18) SENIOR MANAGEMENT.—The term ‘‘sen-
ior management’” means the chief financial
officer, chief risk officer, chief compliance
officer, general counsel, chief lending officer,
and chief operations officer of IFA, and such
other officers as the Board of Directors may,
by majority vote, add to senior management.

(19) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means—

(A) each of the several States of the United
States; and

(B) the District of Columbia.

TITLE I—-INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING

AUTHORITY
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT AND
THORITY OF IFA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF IFA.—The Infra-
structure Financing Authority is established
as a wholly owned Government corporation.

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY OF IFA.—IFA
shall—

GENERAL AU-
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(1) provide direct loans and loan guaran-
tees to facilitate eligible infrastructure
projects that are economically viable, in the
public interest, and of regional or national
significance; and

(2) carry out any other activities and du-
ties authorized under this division.

(¢) INCORPORATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board of Directors
first appointed shall be deemed the incorpo-
rator of IFA, and the incorporation shall be
held to have been effected from the date of
the first meeting of the Board of Directors.

(2) CORPORATE OFFICE.—IF A shall—

(A) maintain an office in Washington, DC;
and

(B) for purposes of venue in civil actions,
be considered to be a resident of Washington,
DC.

(d) RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SECRETARY.—
The Secretary shall take such action as may
be necessary to assist in implementing IFA
and in carrying out the purpose of this divi-
sion.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Chapter 91 of
title 31, United States Code, does not apply
to IFA, unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided in this division.

SEC. 102. VOTING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS.

(a) VOTING MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—IFA shall have a Board of
Directors consisting of 7 voting members ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, not more
than 4 of whom shall be from the same polit-
ical party.

(2) CHAIRPERSON.—One of the voting mem-
bers of the Board of Directors shall be des-
ignated by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, to serve as
Chairperson of the Board of Directors.

(3) CONGRESSIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not
later than 30 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the majority leader of the
Senate, the minority leader of the Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and the minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall each submit a rec-
ommendation to the President for appoint-
ment of a member of the Board of Directors,
after consultation with the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress.

(4) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION OF RURAL INTER-
ESTS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY.—In making
an appointment under this subsection, the
President shall give consideration to the ge-
ographic areas of the United States in which
the members of the Board of Directors live
and work, particularly to ensure that the in-
frastructure priorities and concerns of each
region of the country, including rural areas
and small communities, are represented on
the Board of Directors.

(b) VOTING RIGHTS.—Each voting member
of the Board of Directors shall have an equal
vote in all decisions of the Board of Direc-
tors.

(¢) QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTING MEMBERS.—
Each voting member of the Board of Direc-
tors shall—

(1) be a citizen of the United States; and

(2) have significant demonstrated expertise
in—

(A) the management and administration of
a financial institution relevant to the oper-
ation of IFA; or

(B) the financing, development, or oper-
ation of infrastructure projects, including in
the evaluation and selection of eligible infra-
structure projects based on the purposes,
goals, and objectives of this division.

(d) TERMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this division, each voting member of
the Board of Directors shall be appointed for
a term of 5 years.
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(2) INITIAL STAGGERED TERMS.—Of the vot-
ing members first appointed to the Board of
Directors—

(A) the initial Chairperson and 3 of the
other voting members shall each be ap-
pointed for a term of 5 years; and

(B) the remaining 3 voting members shall
each be appointed for a term of 2 years.

(3) DATE OF INITIAL NOMINATIONS.—The ini-
tial nominations for the appointment of all
voting members of the Board of Directors
shall be made not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(4) BEGINNING OF TERM.—The term of each
of the initial voting members appointed
under this section shall commence imme-
diately upon the date of appointment, except
that, for purposes of calculating the term
limits specified in this subsection, the initial
terms shall each be construed as beginning
on January 22 of the year following the date
of the initial appointment.

(5) VACANCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A vacancy in the position
of a voting member of the Board of Directors
shall be filled by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate.

(B) TERM.—A member appointed to fill a
vacancy on the Board of Directors occurring
before the expiration of the term for which
the predecessor was appointed shall be ap-
pointed only for the remainder of that term.

(e) MEETINGS.—

(1) OPEN TO THE PUBLIC; NOTICE.—Except as
provided in paragraph (3), all meetings of the
Board of Directors shall be—

(A) open to the public; and

(B) preceded by reasonable public notice.

(2) FREQUENCY.—The Board of Directors
shall meet—

(A) not later than 60 days after the date on
which all members of the Board of Directors
are first appointed;

(B) at least quarterly after the date de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

(C) at the call of the Chairperson or 3 vot-
ing members of the Board of Directors.

(3) EXCEPTION FOR CLOSED MEETINGS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The voting members of
the Board of Directors may, by majority
vote, close a meeting to the public if, during
the meeting to be closed, there is likely to be
disclosed proprietary or sensitive informa-
tion regarding an eligible infrastructure
project under consideration for assistance
under this division.

(B) AVAILABILITY OF MINUTES.—The Board
of Directors shall prepare minutes of any
meeting that is closed to the public, which
minutes shall be made available as soon as
practicable, but not later than 1 year after
the date of the closed meeting, with any nec-
essary redactions to protect any proprietary
or sensitive information.

(4) QUORUM.—For purposes of meetings of
the Board of Directors, 5 voting members of
the Board of Directors shall constitute a
quorum.

(f) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—Each vot-
ing member of the Board of Directors shall
be compensated at a rate equal to the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level III of the Executive
Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Board of
Directors.

(g) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—A voting
member of the Board of Directors may not
participate in any review or decision affect-
ing an eligible infrastructure project under
consideration for assistance under this divi-
sion, if the member has or is affiliated with
an entity who has a financial interest in that
project.
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SEC. 103. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Offi-
cer shall—

(1) be a nonvoting member of the Board of
Directors;

(2) be responsible for all activities of IFA;
and

(3) support the Board of Directors in ac-
cordance with this division and as the Board
of Directors determines to be necessary.

(b) APPOINTMENT AND TENURE OF THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall ap-
point the Chief Executive Officer, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate.

(2) TERM.—The Chief Executive Officer
shall be appointed for a term of 6 years.

(3) VACANCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any vacancy in the office
of the Chief Executive Officer shall be filled
by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

(B) TERM.—The person appointed to fill a
vacancy in the Chief Executive Officer posi-
tion that occurs before the expiration of the
term for which the predecessor was ap-
pointed shall be appointed only for the re-
mainder of that term.

(c) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Chief Executive
Officer—

(1) shall have significant expertise in man-
agement and administration of a financial
institution, or significant expertise in the fi-
nancing and development of infrastructure
projects; and

(2) may not—

(A) hold any other public office;

(B) have any financial interest in an eligi-
ble infrastructure project then being consid-
ered by the Board of Directors, unless that
interest is placed in a blind trust; or

(C) have any financial interest in an in-
vestment institution or its affiliates or any
other entity seeking or likely to seek finan-
cial assistance for any eligible infrastructure
project from IFA, unless any such interest is
placed in a blind trust for the tenure of the
service of the Chief Executive Officer plus 2
additional years.

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Chief Executive
Officer shall have such executive functions,
powers, and duties as may be prescribed by
this division, the bylaws of IFA, or the Board
of Directors, including—

(1) responsibility for the development and
implementation of the strategy of IFA, in-
cluding—

(A) the development and submission to the
Board of Directors of the annual business
plans and budget;

(B) the development and submission to the
Board of Directors of a long-term strategic
plan; and

(C) the development, revision, and submis-
sion to the Board of Directors of internal
policies; and

(2) responsibility for the management and
oversight of the daily activities, decisions,
operations, and personnel of IFA.

(e) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—ANny compensation assess-
ment or recommendation by the Chief Exec-
utive Officer under this section shall be
without regard to the provisions of chapter
51 or subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—The compensation as-
sessment or recommendation required under
this subsection shall take into account merit
principles, where applicable, as well as the
education, experience, level of responsibility,
geographic differences, and retention and re-
cruitment needs in determining compensa-
tion of personnel.

SEC. 104. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS.
The Board of Directors shall—
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(1) as soon as practicable after the date on
which all members are appointed, approve or
disapprove senior management appointed by
the Chief Executive Officer;

(2) not later than 180 days after the date on
which all members are appointed—

(A) develop and approve the bylaws of IFA,
including bylaws for the regulation of the af-
fairs and conduct of the business of IFA, con-
sistent with the purpose, goals, objectives,
and policies set forth in this division;

(B) establish subcommittees, including an
audit committee that is composed solely of
members of the Board of Directors, other
than the Chief Executive Officer;

(C) develop and approve, in consultation
with senior management, a conflict-of-inter-
est policy for the Board of Directors and for
senior management;

(D) approve or disapprove internal policies
that the Chief Executive Officer shall submit
to the Board of Directors, including—

(i) policies regarding the loan application
and approval process, including application
procedures and project approval processes;
and

(ii) operational guidelines; and

(E) approve or disapprove a l-year business
plan and budget for IFA;

(3) ensure that IFA is at all times operated
in a manner that is consistent with this divi-
sion, by—

(A) monitoring and assessing the effective-
ness of IFA in achieving its strategic goals;

(B) reviewing and approving internal poli-
cies, annual business plans, annual budgets,
and long-term strategies submitted by the
Chief Executive Officer;

(C) reviewing and approving annual reports
submitted by the Chief Executive Officer;

(D) engaging 1 or more external auditors,
as set forth in this division; and

(E) reviewing and approving all changes to
the organization of senior management;

(4) appoint and fix, by a vote of not less
than 5 of the 7 voting members of the Board
of Directors, and without regard to the pro-
visions of chapter 51 or subchapter III of
chapter 53 of title 5, United States Code, the
compensation and adjustments to compensa-
tion of all IFA personnel, provided that in
appointing and fixing any compensation or
adjustments to compensation under this
paragraph, the Board shall—

(A) consult with, and seek to maintain
comparability with, other comparable Fed-
eral personnel, as the Board of Directors
may determine to be appropriate;

(B) consult with the Office of Personnel
Management; and

(C) carry out those duties consistent with
merit principles, where applicable, as well as
the education, experience, level of responsi-
bility, geographic differences, comparability
to private sector positions, and retention
and recruitment needs in determining com-
pensation of personnel;

(5) serve as the primary liaison for IFA in
interactions with Congress, the Secretary of
Transportation and other executive branch
officials, and State and local governments,
and to represent the interests of IFA in those
interactions and others;

(6) approve by a vote of not less than 5 of
the 7 voting members of the Board of Direc-
tors any changes to the bylaws or internal
policies of IFA;

(7) have the authority and responsibility—

(A) to oversee entering into and carrying
out such contracts, leases, cooperative
agreements, or other transactions as are nec-
essary to carry out this division;

(B) to approve of the acquisition, lease,
pledge, exchange, and disposal of real and
personal property by IFA and otherwise ap-
prove the exercise by IFA of all of the usual
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incidents of ownership of property, to the ex-
tent that the exercise of those powers is ap-
propriate to and consistent with the pur-
poses of IFA;

(C) to determine the character of, and the
necessity for, the obligations and expendi-
tures of IFA, and the manner in which the
obligations and expenditures will be in-
curred, allowed, and paid, subject to this di-
vision and other Federal law specifically ap-
plicable to wholly owned Federal corpora-
tions;

(D) to execute, in accordance with applica-
ble bylaws and regulations, appropriate in-
struments;

(E) to approve other forms of credit en-
hancement that IFA may provide to eligible
projects, as long as the forms of credit en-
hancements are consistent with the purposes
of this division and terms set forth in title
II;

(F) to exercise all other lawful powers
which are necessary or appropriate to carry
out, and are consistent with, the purposes of
IFA;

(G) to sue or be sued in the corporate ca-
pacity of IFA in any court of competent ju-
risdiction;

(H) to indemnify the members of the Board
of Directors and officers of IFA for any li-
abilities arising out of the actions of the
members and officers in that capacity, in ac-
cordance with, and subject to the limitations
contained in this division;

(I) to review all financial assistance pack-
ages to all eligible infrastructure projects, as
submitted by the Chief Executive Officer and
to approve, postpone, or deny the same by
majority vote;

(J) to review all restructuring proposals
submitted by the Chief Executive Officer, in-
cluding assignation, pledging, or disposal of
the interest of IFA in a project, including
payment or income from any interest owned
or held by IFA, and to approve, postpone, or
deny the same by majority vote;

(K) to enter into binding commitments, as
specified in approved financial assistance
packages;

(L) to determine whether—

(i) to obtain a lien on the assets of an eligi-
ble entity that receives assistance under this
division; and

(ii) to subordinate a lien under clause (i) to
any other lien securing project obligations;
and

(M) to ensure a measurable public benefit
in the selection of eligible infrastructure
projects and to provide for reasonable public
input in the selection of such projects;

(8) delegate to the Chief Executive Officer
those duties that the Board of Directors de-
termines to be appropriate, to better carry
out the powers and purposes of the Board of
Directors under this section; and

(9) to approve a maximum aggregate
amount of principal exposure of IFA at any
given time.

SEC. 105. SENIOR MANAGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Senior management shall
support the Chief Executive Officer in the
discharge of the responsibilities of the Chief
Executive Officer.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR MANAGE-
MENT.—The Chief Executive Officer shall ap-
point such senior managers as are necessary
to carry out the purposes of IFA, as approved
by a majority vote of the voting members of
the Board of Directors, including a chief
compliance officer, general counsel, chief op-
erating officer, chief lending officer, and
other positions as determined to be appro-
priate by the Chief Executive Officer and the
Board of Directors.

(c) TERM.—Each member of senior manage-
ment shall serve at the pleasure of the Chief
Executive Officer and the Board of Directors.
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(d) REMOVAL OF SENIOR MANAGEMENT.—
Any member of senior management may be
removed—

(1) by a majority of the voting members of
the Board of Directors at the request of the
Chief Executive Officer; or

(2) by a vote of not fewer than 5 voting
members of the Board of Directors.

(e) SENIOR MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each member of senior
management shall report directly to the
Chief Executive Officer, other than the chief
risk officer, who shall report directly to the
Board of Directors.

(2) CHIEF RISK OFFICER.—The chief risk offi-
cer shall be responsible for all functions of
IFA relating to—

(A) the creation of financial, credit, and
operational risk management guidelines and
policies;

(B) the establishment of guidelines to en-
sure diversification of lending activities by
region, infrastructure project type, and
project size;

(C) the creation of conforming standards
for infrastructure finance agreements;

(D) the monitoring of the financial, credit,
and operational exposure of IFA; and

(E) risk management and mitigation ac-
tions, including by reporting those actions,
or recommendations of actions to be taken,
directly to the Board of Directors.

(f) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—No individual
appointed to senior management may—

(1) hold any other public office;

(2) have any financial interest in an eligi-
ble infrastructure project then being consid-
ered by the Board of Directors, unless that
interest is placed in a blind trust; or

(3) have any financial interest in an invest-
ment institution or its affiliates, IFA or its
affiliates, or other entity then seeking or
likely to seek financial assistance for any el-
igible infrastructure project from IFA, un-
less any such interest is placed in a blind
trust during the term of service of that indi-
vidual in a senior management position, and
for a period of 2 years thereafter.

SEC. 106. OFFICE OF TECHNICAL AND RURAL AS-
SISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Offi-
cer shall create and manage, within IFA, the
“Office of Technical and Rural Assistance”.

(b) DuTIES.—The OTRA shall—

(1) in consultation with the Secretary of
Transportation and the heads of other rel-
evant Federal agencies, as determined by the
Chief Executive Officer, provide technical as-
sistance to State and local governments and
parties in public-private partnerships in the
development and financing of eligible infra-
structure projects, including rural infra-
structure projects;

(2) assist the entities described in para-
graph (1) with coordinating loan and loan
guarantee programs available through Fed-
eral agencies, including the Department of
Transportation and other Federal agencies,
as appropriate;

(3) work with the entities described in
paragraph (1) to identify and develop a pipe-
line of projects suitable for financing
through innovative project financing and
performance based project delivery, includ-
ing those projects with the potential for fi-
nancing through IFA; and

(4) establish a regional infrastructure ac-
celerator demonstration program to assist
the entities described in paragraph (1) in de-
veloping improved infrastructure priorities
and financing strategies, for the accelerated
development of covered infrastructure
projects, including those projects with the
potential for financing through IFA.

(c) DESIGNATION OF REGIONAL INFRASTRUC-
TURE ACCELERATORS.—In carrying out the
program established pursuant to subsection
(b)(3), the OTRA is authorized to designate
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regional infrastructure accelerators that
will—

(1) serve a defined geographic area; and

(2) act as a resource in such area to enti-
ties described in subsection (b)(1), in accord-
ance with this subsection.

(d) APPLICATION PROCESS.—To be eligible
for a designation under subsection (c), re-
gional infrastructure accelerators shall sub-
mit a proposal to the OTRA at such time, in
such form, and containing such information
as the OTRA determines is appropriate.

(e) CONSIDERATIONS.—In evaluating pro-
posals submitted pursuant to subsection (d),
the OTRA shall consider—

(1) the need for geographic diversity among
regional infrastructure accelerators; and

(2) promoting investment in covered infra-
structure projects, which shall include a
plan—

(A) to evaluate and promote innovative fi-
nancing methods for local projects, including
the use of IFA;

(B) to build capacity of governments to
evaluate and structure projects involving the
investment of private capital;

(C) to provide technical assistance and in-
formation on best practices with respect to
financing such projects;

(D) to increase transparency with respect
to infrastructure project analysis and uti-
lizing innovative financing for public infra-
structure projects;

(E) to deploy predevelopment capital pro-
grams designed to facilitate the creation of a
pipeline of infrastructure projects available
for investment;

(F) to bundle smaller-scale and rural
projects into larger proposals that may be
more attractive for investment; and

(G) to reduce transaction costs for public
project sponsors.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—The OTRA shall sub-
mit an annual report to Congress that de-
scribes the findings and effectiveness of the

infrastructure accelerator demonstration

program.

SEC. 107. SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR
IFA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) INITIAL PERIOD.—During the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of the Treasury shall serve as the
Special Inspector General for IFA in addition
to the existing duties of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of the Treasury.

(2) OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL.—Beginning on the day that is 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
there is established the Office of the Special
Inspector General for IFA.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTOR GENERAL;
REMOVAL.—

(1) HEAD OF OFFICE.—The head of the Office
of the Special Inspector General for IFA
shall be the Special Inspector General for
IFA (referred to in this division as the ‘““Spe-
cial Inspector General’’), who shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate.

(2) BASIS OF APPOINTMENT.—The appoint-
ment of the Special Inspector General shall
be made on the basis of integrity and dem-
onstrated ability in accounting, auditing, fi-
nancial analysis, law, management analysis,
public administration, or investigations.

(3) TIMING OF NOMINATION.—The nomina-
tion of an individual as Special Inspector
General shall be made as soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(4) REMOVAL.—The Special Inspector Gen-
eral shall be removable from office in accord-
ance with the provisions of section 3(b) of
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
App.).

(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes
of section 7324 of title 5, United States Code,
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the Special Inspector General shall not be
considered an employee who determines poli-
cies to be pursued by the United States in
the nationwide administration of Federal
law.

(6) RATE OF PAY.—The annual rate of basic
pay of the Special Inspector General shall be
the annual rate of basic pay for an Inspector
General under section 3(e) of the Inspector
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(c) DUTIES.—The Special Inspector General
shall—

(1) conduct, supervise, and coordinate au-
dits and investigations of the business ac-
tivities of IFA;

(2) establish, maintain, and oversee such
systems, procedures, and controls as the Spe-
cial Inspector General considers appropriate
to discharge the duty under paragraph (1);
and

(3) carry out any other duties and respon-
sibilities of inspectors general under the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C. App.).

(d) POWERS AND AUTHORITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the duties
specified in subsection (c), the Special In-
spector General shall have the authorities
provided in section 6 of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(2) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—The Special In-
spector General shall carry out the duties
specified in subsection (c)(1) in accordance
with section 4(b)(1) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(e) PERSONNEL, FACILITIES, AND OTHER RE-
SOURCES.—

(1) ADDITIONAL OFFICERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Special Inspector
General may select, appoint, and employ
such officers and employees as may be nec-
essary for carrying out the duties of the Spe-
cial Inspector General, subject to the provi-
sions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in the competitive
service, and the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title, re-
lating to classification and General Schedule
pay rates.

(B) EMPLOYMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The
Special Inspector General may exercise the
authorities of subsections (b) through (i) of
section 3161 of title 5, United States Code
(without regard to subsection (a) of that sec-
tion).

(2) RETENTION OF SERVICES.—The Special
Inspector General may obtain services as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, at daily rates not to exceed the
equivalent rate prescribed for grade GS-15 of
the General Schedule by section 5332 of such
title.

(3) ABILITY TO CONTRACT FOR AUDITS, STUD-
IES, AND OTHER SERVICES.—The Special In-
spector General may enter into contracts
and other arrangements for audits, studies,
analyses, and other services with public
agencies and with private persons, and make
such payments as may be necessary to carry
out the duties of the Special Inspector Gen-
eral.

(4) REQUEST FOR INFORMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon request of the Spe-
cial Inspector General for information or as-
sistance from any department, agency, or
other entity of the Federal Government, the
head of that entity shall, insofar as is prac-
ticable and not in contravention of any ex-
isting law, furnish the information or assist-
ance to the Special Inspector General or an
authorized designee.

(B) REFUSAL TO coMPLY.—If information or
assistance requested by the Special Inspector
General is, in the judgment of the Special In-
spector General, unreasonably refused or not
provided, the Special Inspector General shall
report the circumstances to the Secretary,
without delay.

(f) REPORTS.—
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(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date on which the Special Inspector
General is confirmed, and every calendar
year thereafter, the Special Inspector Gen-
eral shall submit to the President and appro-
priate committees of Congress a report sum-
marizing the activities of the Special Inspec-
tor General during the previous 1-year period
ending on the date of that report.

(2) PUBLIC DISCLOSURES.—Nothing in this
subsection authorizes the public disclosure
of information that is—

(A) specifically prohibited from disclosure
by any other provision of law;

(B) specifically required by Executive
order to be protected from disclosure in the
interest of national defense or national secu-
rity or in the conduct of foreign affairs; or

(C) a part of an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.

SEC. 108. OTHER PERSONNEL.

(a) APPOINTMENT, REMOVAL, AND DEFINI-
TION OF DUTIES.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in the bylaws of IFA, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer, in consultation with the Board
of Directors, shall appoint, remove, and de-
fine the duties of such qualified personnel as
are necessary to carry out the powers, du-
ties, and purpose of IFA, other than senior
management, who shall be appointed in ac-
cordance with section 105.

(b) COORDINATION IN IDENTIFYING QUALI-
FICATIONS AND EXPERTISE.—In appointing
qualified personnel pursuant to subsection
(a), the Chief Executive Officer shall coordi-
nate with, and seek assistance from, the Sec-
retary of Transportation in identifying the
appropriate qualifications and expertise in
infrastructure project finance.

SEC. 109. COMPLIANCE.

The provision of assistance by IFA pursu-
ant to this division does not supersede any
provision of State law or regulation other-
wise applicable to an eligible infrastructure
project.

TITLE II—TERMS AND LIMITATIONS ON
DIRECT LOANS AND LOAN GUARANTEES
SEC. 201. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR ASSIST-
ANCE FROM IFA AND TERMS AND

LIMITATIONS OF LOANS.

(a) PUBLIC BENEFIT; FINANCEABILITY.—A
project is not be eligible for financial assist-
ance from IFA under this division if—

(1) the use or purpose of such project is pri-
vate or such project does not create a public
benefit, as determined by the Board of Direc-
tors; or

(2) the applicant is unable to demonstrate,
to the satisfaction of the Board of Directors,
a sufficient revenue stream to finance the
loan that will be used to pay for such
project.

(b) FINANCIAL CRITERIA.—If the project
meets the requirements under subsection (a),
an applicant for financial assistance under
this division shall demonstrate, to the satis-
faction of the Board of Directors, that—

(1) for public-private partnerships, the
project has received contributed capital or
commitments for contributed capital equal
to not less than 10 percent of the total cost
of the eligible infrastructure project for
which assistance is being sought if such con-
tributed capital includes—

(A) equity;

(B) deeply subordinate loans or other cred-
it and debt instruments, which shall be jun-
ior to any IFA assistance provided for the
project;

(C) appropriated funds or grants from gov-
ernmental sources other than the Federal
Government; or

(D) irrevocable private contributions of
funds, grants, property (including rights-of-
way), and other assets that directly reduce
or offset project costs; and

(2) the eligible infrastructure project for
which assistance is being sought—
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(A) is not for the refinancing of an existing
infrastructure project; and

(B) meets—

(i) any pertinent requirements set forth in
this division;

(ii) any criteria established by the Board of
Directors under subsection (¢) or by the
Chief Executive Officer in accordance with
this division; and

(iii) the definition of an eligible infrastruc-
ture project.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—The criteria estab-
lished by the Board of Directors under this
subsection shall provide adequate consider-
ation of—

(1) the economic, financial, technical, envi-
ronmental, and public benefits and costs of
each eligible infrastructure project under
consideration for financial assistance under
this division, prioritizing eligible infrastruc-
ture projects that—

(A) demonstrate a clear and measurable
public benefit;

(B) offer value for money to taxpayers;

(C) contribute to regional or national eco-
nomic growth;

(D) lead to long-term job creation; and

(E) mitigate environmental concerns;

(2) the means by which development of the
eligible infrastructure project under consid-
eration is being financed, including—

(A) the terms, conditions, and structure of
the proposed financing;

(B) the creditworthiness and standing of
the project sponsors, providers of equity, and
cofinanciers;

(C) the financial assumptions and projec-
tions on which the eligible infrastructure
project is based; and

(D) whether there is sufficient State or
municipal political support for the success-
ful completion of the eligible infrastructure
project;

(3) the likelihood that the provision of as-
sistance by IFA will cause the development
to proceed more promptly and with lower
costs for financing than would be the case
without IFA assistance;

(4) the extent to which the provision of as-
sistance by IFA maximizes the level of pri-
vate investment in the eligible infrastruc-
ture project or supports a public-private
partnership, while providing a significant
public benefit;

(5) the extent to which the provision of as-
sistance by IFA can mobilize the participa-
tion of other financing partners in the eligi-
ble infrastructure project;

(6) the technical and operational viability
of the eligible infrastructure project;

(7) the proportion of financial assistance
from IFA;

(8) the geographical location of the project,
prioritizing geographical diversity of
projects funded by IFA;

(9) the size of the project and the impact of
the project on the resources of IFA; and

(10) the infrastructure sector of the
project, prioritizing projects from more than
1 sector funded by IFA.

(d) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any eligible entity seek-
ing assistance from IFA under this division
for an eligible infrastructure project shall
submit an application to IFA at such time,
in such manner, and containing such infor-
mation as the Board of Directors or the Chief
Executive Officer may require.

(2) REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—IFA shall review applica-
tions for assistance under this division on an
ongoing basis.

(B) PREPARATION.—The Chief Executive Of-
ficer, in cooperation with the senior manage-
ment, shall prepare eligible infrastructure
projects for review and approval by the
Board of Directors.
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(3) DEDICATED REVENUE SOURCES.—The Fed-
eral credit instrument shall be repayable, in
whole or in part, from tolls, user fees, or
other dedicated revenue sources derived from
users or beneficiaries that also secure the el-
igible infrastructure project obligations.

(¢) ELIGIBLE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT
COoSTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), to be eligible for assistance
under this division, an eligible infrastructure
project shall have project costs that are rea-
sonably anticipated to equal or exceed
$50,000,000.

(2) RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.—To
be eligible for assistance under this division
a rural infrastructure project shall have
project costs that are reasonably anticipated
to equal or exceed $10,000,000.

(f) LoAN ELIGIBILITY
AMOUNTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of a direct
loan or loan guarantee under this division
shall not exceed the lesser of—

(A) 49 percent of the reasonably antici-
pated eligible infrastructure project costs;
and

(B) the amount of the senior project obli-
gations, if the direct loan or loan guarantee
does not receive an investment grade rating.

(2) MAXIMUM ANNUAL LOAN AND LOAN GUAR-
ANTEE VOLUME.—The aggregate amount of di-
rect loans and loan guarantees made by IFA
shall not exceed—

(A) during the first 2 fiscal years of the op-
erations of IFA, $10,000,000,000 per year;

(B) during fiscal years 3 through 9 of the
operations of IFA, $20,000,000,000 per year;
and

(C) during any fiscal year thereafter,
$50,000,000,000.

SEC. 202. LOAN TERMS AND REPAYMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A direct loan or loan
guarantee under this division with respect to
an eligible infrastructure project shall be on
such terms, subject to such conditions, and
contain such covenants, representations,
warranties, and requirements (including re-
quirements for audits) as the Chief Execu-
tive Officer determines appropriate.

(b) TERMS.—A direct loan or loan guar-
antee under this division—

(1) shall—

(A) be payable, in whole or in part, from
tolls, user fees, or other dedicated revenue
sources derived from users or beneficiaries;
and

(B) include a rate covenant, coverage re-
quirement, or similar security feature sup-
porting the project obligations; and

(2) may be secured by a lien—

(A) on the assets of the obligor, including
revenues described in paragraph (1); and

(B) which may be subordinated to any
other lien securing project obligations.

(c) BASE INTEREST RATE.—The base inter-
est rate on a direct loan under this division
shall be not less than the yield on Treasury
obligations of a similar maturity to the ma-
turity of the direct loan on the date of exe-
cution of the loan agreement.

(d) RISK ASSESSMENT.—Before entering
into an agreement for assistance under this
division, the Chief Executive Officer, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget and each rating
agency providing a preliminary rating opin-
ion letter under this section, shall determine
an appropriate Federal credit subsidy
amount for each direct loan and loan guar-
antee, taking into account that preliminary
rating opinion letter, as well as any com-
parable market rates available for such a
loan or loan guarantee, should any exist.

(e) CREDIT FEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to each
agreement for assistance under this division,

AND MAXIMUM
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the Chief Executive Officer shall charge a
credit fee to the recipient of that assistance
to pay for, over time, all or a portion of the
Federal credit subsidy determined under sub-
section (d), with the remainder paid by the
account established for IFA.

(2) DIRECT LOANS.—In the case of a direct
loan, the credit fee described in paragraph (1)
shall be in addition to the base interest rate
established under subsection (c).

(f) MATURITY DATE.—The final maturity
date of a direct loan or loan guaranteed by
IFA under this division shall be not later
than 35 years after the date of substantial
completion of the eligible infrastructure
project, as determined by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer.

(g) PRELIMINARY RATING OPINION LETTER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Offi-
cer shall require each applicant for assist-
ance under this division to provide a prelimi-
nary rating opinion letter from at least 1
rating agency, indicating that the senior ob-
ligations of the eligible infrastructure
project, which may be the Federal credit in-
strument, have the potential to achieve an
investment-grade rating.

(2) RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.—
With respect to a rural infrastructure
project, a rating agency opinion letter de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall not be re-
quired, except that the loan or loan guar-
antee shall receive an internal rating score,
using methods similar to the rating agencies
generated by IFA, measuring the proposed
direct loan or loan guarantee against com-
parable direct loans or loan guarantees of
similar credit quality in a similar sector.

(h) INVESTMENT-GRADE RATING REQUIRE-
MENT.—

(1) LOANS AND LOAN GUARANTEES.—The exe-
cution of a direct loan or loan guarantee
under this division shall be contingent on
the senior obligations of the eligible infra-
structure project receiving an investment-
grade rating.

(2) RATING OF IFA OVERALL PORTFOLIO.—The
average rating of the overall portfolio of IFA
shall be not less than investment grade after
5 years of operation.

(1) TERMS AND REPAYMENT OF DIRECT
LOANS.—

(1) SCHEDULE.—The Chief Executive Officer
shall establish a repayment schedule for
each direct loan under this division, based on
the projected cash flow from eligible infra-
structure project revenues and other repay-
ment sources.

(2) COMMENCEMENT.—Scheduled loan repay-
ments of principal or interest on a direct
loan under this division shall commence not
later than 5 years after the date of substan-
tial completion of the eligible infrastructure
project, as determined by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of IFA.

(3) DEFERRED PAYMENTS OF DIRECT LOANS.—

(A) AUTHORIZATION.—If, at any time after
the date of substantial completion of an eli-
gible infrastructure project assisted under
this division, the eligible infrastructure
project is unable to generate sufficient reve-
nues to pay the scheduled loan repayments
of principal and interest on the direct loan
under this division, the Chief Executive Offi-
cer may allow the obligor to add unpaid prin-
cipal and interest to the outstanding balance
of the direct loan, if the result would benefit
the taxpayer.

(B) INTEREST.—Any payment
under subparagraph (A) shall—

(i) continue to accrue interest, in accord-
ance with the terms of the obligation, until
fully repaid; and

(ii) be scheduled to be amortized over the
remaining term of the loan.

(C) CRITERIA.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Any payment deferral
under subparagraph (A) shall be contingent

deferred
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on the eligible infrastructure project meet-
ing criteria established by the Board of Di-
rectors.

(ii) REPAYMENT STANDARDS.—The criteria
established under clause (i) shall include
standards for reasonable assurance of repay-
ment.

(4) PREPAYMENT OF DIRECT LOANS.—

(A) USE OF EXCESS REVENUES.—ANy excess
revenues that remain after satisfying sched-
uled debt service requirements on the eligi-
ble infrastructure project obligations and di-
rect loan and all deposit requirements under
the terms of any trust agreement, bond reso-
lution, or similar agreement securing project
obligations under this division may be ap-
plied annually to prepay the direct loan,
without penalty.

(B) USE OF PROCEEDS OF REFINANCING.—A
direct loan under this division may be pre-
paid at any time, without penalty, from the
proceeds of refinancing from non-Federal
funding sources.

(j) LOAN GUARANTEES.—The terms of a loan
guaranteed by IFA under this division shall
be consistent with the terms set forth in this
section for a direct loan, except that the rate
on the guaranteed loan and any payment,
prepayment, or refinancing features shall be
negotiated between the obligor and the lend-
er (as defined in section 601(a) of title 23,
United States Code) with the consent of the
Chief Executive Officer.

(k) COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL CREDIT RE-
FORM ACT OF 1990.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), direct loans and loan guaran-
tees authorized by this division shall be sub-
ject to the provisions of the Federal Credit
Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

(2) EXCEPTION.—Section 504(b) of the Fed-
eral Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C.
661c(b)) shall not apply to a loan or loan
guarantee under this division.

(1) PoLicY OF CONGRESS.—It is the policy of
Congress that IFA shall only make a direct
loan or loan guarantee under this division if
IFA determines that IFA is reasonably ex-
pected to recover the full amount of the di-
rect loan or loan guarantee.

SEC. 203. ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING PROC-
ESS IMPROVEMENTS.

(a) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—AS soon
as practicable after IFA approves financing
for a proposed project under this title, the
President shall convene a meeting of rep-
resentatives of all relevant and appropriate
permitting agencies—

(1) to establish or update a permitting
timetable for the proposed project;

(2) to coordinate concurrent permitting re-
views by all necessary agencies; and

(3) to coordinate with relevant State agen-
cies and regional infrastructure development
agencies to ensure—

(A) adequate participation; and

(B) the timely provision of necessary docu-
mentation to allow any State review to pro-
ceed without delay.

(b) GOAL.—The permitting timetable for
each proposed project established pursuant
to subsection (a)(1) shall ensure that the en-
vironmental review process is completed as
soon as practicable.

(c) EARLIER.—The President may carry out
the functions set forth in subsection (a) with
respect to a proposed project before the IFA
has approved financing for such project upon
the request of the Chief Executive Officer.

(d) CONCURRENT REVIEWS.—Each agency, to
the greatest extent permitted by law, shall—

(1) carry out the obligations of the agency
under other applicable law concurrently, and
in conjunction with other reviews being con-
ducted by other participating agencies, in-
cluding environmental reviews required
under the National Environmental Policy
Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), unless such con-
current reviews would impair the ability of
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the agency to carry out its statutory obliga-
tions; and

(2) formulate and implement administra-
tive, policy, and procedural mechanisms to
enable the agency to ensure the completion
of the environmental review process in a
timely, coordinated, and environmentally re-
sponsible manner.

SEC. 204. COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT.

(a) CREDIT AGREEMENT.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, each eligible en-
tity that receives assistance under this divi-
sion shall enter into a credit agreement that
requires such entity to comply with all ap-
plicable policies and procedures of IFA, in
addition to all other provisions of the loan
agreement.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAWS.—Each
eligible entity that receives assistance under
this division shall provide written assurance,
in such form and manner and containing
such terms as are to be prescribed by IFA,
that the eligible infrastructure project will
be performed in compliance with the require-
ments of all Federal laws that would other-
wise apply to similar projects to which the
United States is a party, or financed in
whole or in part from Federal funds or in ac-
cordance with guarantees of a Federal agen-
cy or financed from funds obtained by pledge
of any contract of a Federal agency to make
a loan, grant, or annual contribution (except
where a different meaning is expressly indi-
cated).

(c) IFA AUTHORITY ON NONCOMPLIANCE.—In
any case in which an eligible entity that re-
ceives assistance under this division is mate-
rially out of compliance with the loan agree-
ment, or any applicable policy or procedure
of IFA, the Board of Directors may take ac-
tion—

(1) to cancel unused loan amounts; or

(2) to accelerate the repayment terms of
any outstanding obligation.

SEC. 205. AUDITS; REPORTS TO THE PRESIDENT
AND CONGRESS.

(a) ACCOUNTING.—The books of account of
IFA shall be—

(1) maintained in accordance with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles; and

(2) subject to an annual audit by inde-
pendent public accountants of nationally
recognized standing appointed by the Board
of Directors.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—Not later than 90
days after the last day of each fiscal year,
the Board of Directors shall submit to the
President and Congress a complete and de-
tailed report with respect to the preceding
fiscal year, setting forth—

(A) a summary of the operations of IFA for
that fiscal year;

(B) a schedule of the obligations of IFA and
capital securities outstanding at the end of
that fiscal year, with a statement of the
amounts issued and redeemed or paid during
that fiscal year;

(C) the status of eligible infrastructure
projects receiving funding or other assist-
ance pursuant to this division during that
fiscal year, including—

(i) all nonperforming loans; and

(ii) disclosure of all entities with a devel-
opment, ownership, or operational interest
in those eligible infrastructure projects;

(D) a description of the successes and chal-
lenges encountered in lending to rural com-
munities, including the role of the Office of
Technical and Rural Assistance established
under this division; and

(E) an assessment of the risks of the port-
folio of IFA, which shall be prepared by an
independent source.

(2) GAO.—Not later than 5 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
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conduct an evaluation of, and submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and to the
Committees on Transportation and Infra-
structure and Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives a report on the ac-
tivities of IFA for the fiscal years covered by
the report that includes—

(A) an assessment of the impact and bene-
fits of each funded eligible infrastructure
project, including a review of how effectively
each eligible infrastructure project accom-
plished the goals prioritized by the eligible
infrastructure project criteria of IFA; and

(B) an evaluation of the effectiveness of,
and challenges facing, loan programs at the
Department of Transportation and Depart-
ment of Energy, and an analysis of the advis-
ability of consolidating those programs with-
in IFA.

(c) BOOKS AND RECORDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—IFA shall maintain ade-
quate books and records to support the fi-
nancial transactions of IFA, with a descrip-
tion of financial transactions and eligible in-
frastructure projects receiving funding, and
the amount of funding for each project main-
tained on a publically accessible database.

(2) AUDITS BY THE SECRETARY AND GAO.—
The books and records of IFA shall at all
times be open to inspection by the Sec-
retary, the Special Inspector General, and
the Comptroller General of the United
States.

SEC. 206. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.

Nothing in this division may be construed
to affect or alter the responsibility of an eli-
gible entity that receives assistance under
this division to comply with applicable Fed-
eral and State laws (including regulations)
relating to an eligible infrastructure project.

TITLE III—FUNDING OF IFA
SEC. 301. FEES.

The Chief Executive Officer shall establish
fees with respect to loans and loan guaran-
tees under this division that—

(1) are sufficient to cover all the adminis-
trative costs to the Federal Government for
the operations of IFA;

(2) may be in the form of an application or
transaction fee, or interest rate adjustment;
and

(3) may be based on the risk premium asso-
ciated with the loan or loan guarantee, tak-
ing into consideration—

(A) the price of Treasury obligations of a
similar maturity;

(B) prevailing market conditions;

(C) the ability of the eligible infrastruc-
ture project to support the loan or loan guar-
antee; and

(D) the total amount of the loan or loan
guarantee.

SEC. 302. SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF IFA.

The Chief Executive Officer shall, to the
extent practicable, take actions consistent
with this division to make IFA a self-sus-
taining entity, with administrative costs and
Federal credit subsidy costs fully funded by
fees and risk premiums on loans and loan
guarantees.

SEC. 303. FUNDING.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to IFA to make direct loans
and loan guarantees under this division
$10,000,000,000, which shall remain available
until expended.

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Of the amounts
appropriated pursuant to paragraph (1), the
IFA may expend, for administrative costs,
not more than—

(A) $25,000,000 for each of the fiscal years
2016 and 2017; and

(B) not more than $50,000,000 for fiscal year
2018.
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(b) INTEREST.—The amounts made avail-
able to IFA pursuant to subsection (a) shall
be placed in interest-bearing accounts.

(¢) RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.—Of
the amounts made available to IFA under
this section, not less than 5 percent shall be
used to offset subsidy costs associated with
rural infrastructure projects.

SEC. 304. CONTRACT AUTHORITY.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, approval by the Board of Directors of a
Federal credit instrument that uses funds
made available under this division shall im-
pose upon the United States a contractual
obligation to fund the Federal credit invest-
ment.

SEC. 305. LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.

IFA shall not have the authority to issue
debt in its own name.

TITLE IV—TAX EXEMPTION REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR STATE AND LOCAL BONDS
SEC. 401. NATIONAL LIMITATION ON AMOUNT OF
TAX-EXEMPT FINANCING FOR FA-

CILITIES.

Section 142(m)(2)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended by striking
¢‘$15,000,000,000* and inserting
*‘$16,000,000,000".

TITLE V—BUDGETARY EFFECTS
SEC. 501. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this division, for
the purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this division, submitted for print-
ing in the Congressional Record by the
Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee,
provided that such statement has been sub-
mitted prior to the vote on passage.

SA 4028. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision in this Act—

(1) the total amount made available on Oc-
tober 1, 2016 under the heading ‘‘TENANT-
BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE” under the head-
ing ‘““PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING’’ under the
heading “DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT” shall be
$15,740,696,000; and

(2) the amount made available for renewals
of expiring section 8 tenant-based annual
contributions contracts under the heading
“TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE under
the heading “PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING”
under the heading “DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT”
shall be $17,664,000,000.

SA 4029. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:
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At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. Of the funds made available in
this title for fiscal year 2017 for medical sup-
port and compliance, not less than $21,000,000
shall be made available to the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to hire Medical Center Di-
rectors and employees for other management
and clinical positions that are critical to the
Department of Veterans Affairs in order to
fill vacancies in such positions.

SA 4030. Ms. MIKULSKI submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

On page 217, line 4 of title 2 in division B,
strike the period and insert ‘‘: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide access to therapeutic listening
devices to veterans struggling with mental
health related problems, substance abuse, or
traumatic brain injury.”

SA 4031. Mr. CARDIN (for himself
and Mr. McCAIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2943, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle = —Human Rights Sanctions
SEC. __ 01. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act”.

SEC. 02. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’ means a person that is not a United
States person.

(2) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’” means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity.

SEC. 03. AUTHORIZATION OF IMPOSITION OF
SANCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to any foreign person the Presi-
dent determines, based on credible evi-
dence—

(1) is responsible for extrajudicial killings,
torture, or other gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights com-
mitted against individuals in any foreign
country who seek—

(A) to expose illegal activity carried out by
government officials; or

(B) to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote
internationally recognized human rights and
freedoms, such as the freedoms of religion,
expression, association, and assembly, and
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the rights to a fair trial and democratic elec-
tions;

(2) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a
foreign person in a matter relating to an ac-
tivity described in paragraph (1);

(3) is a government official, or a senior as-
sociate of such an official, that is responsible
for, or complicit in, ordering, controlling, or
otherwise directing, acts of significant cor-
ruption, including the expropriation of pri-
vate or public assets for personal gain, cor-
ruption related to government contracts or
the extraction of natural resources, bribery,
or the facilitation or transfer of the proceeds
of corruption to foreign jurisdictions; or

(4) has materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in
support of, an activity described in para-
graph (3).

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) INADMISSIBILITY TO UNITED STATES.—In
the case of a foreign person who is an indi-
vidual—

(A) ineligibility to receive a visa to enter
the United States or to be admitted to the
United States; or

(B) if the individual has been issued a visa
or other documentation, revocation, in ac-
cordance with section 221(i) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of
the visa or other documentation.

(2) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The blocking, in accord-
ance with the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), of
all transactions in all property and interests
in property of a foreign person if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY REQUIREMENT.—The requirements of
section 202 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall
not apply for purposes of this section.

(C) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The authority to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property under subpara-
graph (A) shall not include the authority to
impose sanctions on the importation of
goods.

(ii) Goop.—In this subparagraph, the term
‘“‘good”” has the meaning given that term in
section 16 of the Export Administration Act
of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4618) (as continued in effect
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.)).

(c) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION
IN IMPOSING SANCTIONS.—In determining
whether to impose sanctions under sub-
section (a), the President shall consider—

(1) information provided by the chair-
person and ranking member of each of the
appropriate congressional committees; and

(2) credible information obtained by other
countries and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that monitor violations of human
rights.

(d) REQUESTS BY CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING
MEMBER OF APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 120 days after
receiving a written request from the chair-
person and ranking member of one of the ap-
propriate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a foreign person has en-
gaged in an activity described in subsection
(a), the President shall—

(1) determine if that person has engaged in
such an activity; and
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(2) submit a report to the chairperson and
ranking member of that committee with re-
spect to that determination that includes—

(A) a statement of whether or not the
President imposed or intends to impose sanc-
tions with respect to the person; and

(B) if the President imposed or intends to
impose sanctions, a description of those
sanctions.

(e) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW
ENFORCEMENT OBJECTIVES.—Sanctions under
subsection (b)(1) shall not apply to an indi-
vidual if admitting the individual into the
United States would further important law
enforcement objectives or is necessary to
permit the United States to comply with the
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and
the United States, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States.

(f) ENFORCEMENT OF BLOCKING OF PROP-
ERTY.—A person that violates, attempts to
violate, conspires to violate, or causes a vio-
lation of subsection (b)(2) or any regulation,
license, or order issued to carry out sub-
section (b)(2) shall be subject to the pen-
alties set forth in subsections (b) and (c¢) of
section 206 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(g) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 15 days before the ter-
mination of the sanctions that—

(1) credible information exists that the per-
son did not engage in the activity for which
sanctions were imposed;

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions
were imposed;

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a
significant change in behavior, has paid an
appropriate consequence for the activity for
which sanctions were imposed, and has
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a) in the fu-
ture; or

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in
the vital national security interests of the
United States.

(h) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Presi-
dent shall issue such regulations, licenses,
and orders as are necessary to carry out this
section.

(i) IDENTIFICATION OF SANCTIONABLE FOR-
EIGN PERSONS.—The Assistant Secretary of
State for Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor, in consultation with the Assistant
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs and
other bureaus of the Department of State, as
appropriate, is authorized to submit to the
Secretary of State, for review and consider-
ation, the names of foreign persons who may
meet the criteria described in subsection (a).

(j) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Financial Services
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SEC.  04. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, in accordance with subsection (b), a
report that includes—
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(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions pursuant to section 03 during the
year preceding the submission of the report;

(2) a description of the type of sanctions
imposed with respect to each such person;

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President—

(A) imposed sanctions under
~ 03(a) during that year; and

(B) terminated sanctions under section
_ 03(g) during that year;

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were
imposed or terminated, as the case may be;

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating
such sanctions; and

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other
countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized by section

03.
" (b) DATES FOR SUBMISSION.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—The President shall
submit the initial report under subsection
(a) not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(2) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-
mit a subsequent report under subsection (a)
on December 10, or the first day thereafter
on which both Houses of Congress are in ses-
sion, of—

(i) the calendar year in which the initial
report is submitted if the initial report is
submitted before December 10 of that cal-
endar year; and

(ii) each calendar year thereafter.

(B) CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT.—Congress
notes that December 10 of each calendar year
has been recognized in the United States and
internationally since 1950 as ‘Human Rights
Day”.

(¢) FORM OF REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each report required by
subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a foreign per-
son to be included in the list required by sub-
section (a)(1) may be submitted in the classi-
fied annex authorized by paragraph (1) only
if the President—

(A) determines that it is vital for the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to do so;

(B) uses the annex in a manner consistent
with congressional intent and the purposes
of this subtitle; and

(C) not later than 15 days before submit-
ting the name in a classified annex, provides
to the appropriate congressional committees
notice of, and a justification for, including
the name in the classified annex despite any
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity
described in section  03(a).

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The unclassified portion
of the report required by subsection (a) shall
be made available to the public, including
through publication in the Federal Register.

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO  VISA
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the
list required by subsection (a)(1) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United
States.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(1) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
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tions, and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Financial Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 4032. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 3896 pro-
posed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the
bill H.R. 2577, making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . (a) The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall require each public
housing agency that administers public
housing (as defined in section 3 of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a))
or housing assisted under section 8 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437)—

(1) to allow, in each unfurnished dwelling
unit, residents to anchor furniture, tele-
visions, and large appliances to the wall
without incurring a penalty or obligation to
repair the wall upon vacating the dwelling
unit; and

(2) to securely anchor to the wall all pro-
vided clothing storage units covered by the
Standard Safety Specification for Clothing
Storage Units (ASTM F2057-14) or any suc-
cessor standard, bookcases, televisions, and
large appliances in each furnished dwelling
unit in which a child under the age of 6 re-
sides or is a frequent visitor.

(b) The Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development shall require public housing
agencies to securely anchor all provided
clothing storage units covered by the Stand-
ard Safety Specification for Clothing Stor-
age Units (ASTM F2057-14) or any successor
standard, bookcases, televisions, and large
appliances in furnished dwelling units in
public housing (as defined in section 3 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437a)) and housing assisted under section 8
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437f) not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(c) The Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development shall use such sums as are nec-
essary to carry out this section.

SA 4033. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 49, between lines 6
and 7, insert the following:

SEC. 142. (a) From amounts made available
to the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration under this title, the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration shall use such sums as
may be necessary—

(1) to modify the labeling and owner’s man-
ual information requirements under section
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571.208 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, to require the owner’s manual for any
vehicle sold in the United States to include
warning language similar to the following:
“If possible, children should be placed behind
unoccupied front seats in a rear seating posi-
tion, as appropriate based on the child’s age
and size. In rear end crashes, the backs of oc-
cupied front seats are prone to collapse
under the weight of their occupants. If this
occurs, the seat backs and their occupants
can strike children in rear seats and cause
severe or fatal injuries.”’; and

(2) to modify the child restraint systems
requirements under section 571.213 of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations, to require that
the label on rear facing child seats depicted
in Figure 10 of such section include the fol-
lowing statement: ‘‘Place behind an unoccu-
pied front seat whenever possible.”.

(b) Not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration shall—

(1) include data in the Crash Investigation
Sampling System and the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System regarding the presence,
location, and consequences of seatback fail-
ure or seatback collapse caused by a vehicle
crash; and

(2) determine whether local police crash in-
vestigators should include photographs of ve-
hicles involved in crashes and the sur-
rounding crash scene in the databases listed
in paragraph (1) to provide the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration a
better basis for selecting crashes for further
investigation.

(c) The Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall
conduct a study to identify the structural
adjustments that would be necessary to pre-
vent a seatback from collapsing in a rear end
crash based on the rear impact test proce-
dure under section 571.301 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations.

(d) Not later than 3 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration shall issue a rule that up-
dates section 571.207 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or a successor regulation),
relating to standards for motor vehicle seat-
ing systems based on the findings of the
study conducted under subsection (c).

SA 4034. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . (a) Section 30120 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

(k) LIMITATION ON SALE OR LEASE OF USED
PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES.—(1) A dealer
may not sell or lease a used passenger motor
vehicle until any defect or noncompliance
determined under section 30118 with respect
to the vehicle has been remedied.

‘“(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply if—

‘““(A) the recall information regarding a
used passenger motor vehicle was not acces-
sible at the time of sale or lease using the
means established by the Secretary under
section 31301 of the Moving Ahead for
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Progress in the 21st Century Act (49 U.S.C.
30166 note); or

‘(B) notification of the defect or non-
compliance is required under section
30118(b), but enforcement of the order is set
aside in a civil action to which 30121(d) ap-
plies.

‘“(3) Notwithstanding section 30102(a)(1), in
this subsection—

‘“(A) the term ‘dealer’ means a person that
has sold at least 10 motor vehicles to 1 or
more consumers during the most recent 12-
month period; and

‘(B) the term ‘used passenger motor vehi-
cle’ means a motor vehicle that has pre-
viously been purchased other than for resale.

‘“(4) By rule, the Secretary may exempt the
auctioning of a used passenger motor vehicle
from the requirements under paragraph (1)
to the extent that the exemption does not
harm public safety.”.

(b) This section shall take effect on that
date that is 18 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SA 4035. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

EXTENSION OF VETERANS CHOICE PROGRAM

SEC. 251. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note)
is amended—

(1) in section 101(p)(2), by striking ‘3
years’ and inserting ‘‘6 years’’; and

(2) in section 802(d)(1), by
¢$10,000,000,000° and
¢$17,500,000,000°".

(b) RESCISSION OF CERTAIN UNOBLIGATED
BALANCES.—AIll of the unobligated balances
of the amounts appropriated for fiscal year
2016 under the headings ‘“‘OPERATING EX-
PENSES” and “‘MULTILATERAL ASSIST-
ANCE” in titles II and V of the Department
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2016 (division
K of Public Law 114-113), including funds des-
ignated by Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)(ii)) are re-
scinded.

striking
inserting

SA 4036. Mr. FLAKE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. The Federal Communications

Commission shall extend the comment pe-
riod for the proposed rule entitled ‘‘Pro-
tecting the Privacy of Customers of

Broadband and Other Telecommunications
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Services’ (81 Fed. Reg. 23359 (April 20, 2016))
by 60 days.

SA 4037. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In the matter under the heading ‘‘HOME-
LESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS” under the heading
“COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT’’
in title II of division A, insert before the pe-
riod at the end the following: ‘‘Provided fur-
ther, That for purposes of this heading, the
term ‘recovery housing’ means housing
where the use of alcohol and the unlawful
use of drugs by residents is prohibited, and
where residents participate in programming
that uses peer support to promote sobriety,
health, and positive community involve-
ment’’.

SA 4038. Mr. FLAKE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. Not later than September 30, 2017,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(1) provide for the conduct by the Office of
Inspector General of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs of an inspection or audit of the
use of Federal award GU1103 in the amount
of $3,265,487 that was awarded in 2013 to ren-
ovate a veteran’s cemetery in Guam under
the Veterans Cemetery Grants Program of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, includ-
ing—

(A) an itemized accounting of the use of
such award; or

(B) if no such itemized accounting is pos-
sible, an explanation of why any amounts in
connection with such award are unaccounted
for;

(2) submit to the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Appropriations and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the results on the inspec-
tion or audit conducted under paragraph (1);
and

(3) publish the results on the inspection or
audit conducted under paragraph (1) on a
publicly available Internet website of the
Department.

SA 4039. Mr. McCAIN (for himself,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BURR) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 3896 pro-
posed by Ms. CoLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the
bill H.R. 2577, making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; as follows:
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At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF VETERANS
CHOICE PROGRAM

SEC. 251. (a) EXTENSION.—The Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014
(Public Law 113-146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note) is
amended—

(1) in section 101(p)(2), by striking 3
years’ and inserting ‘6 years’’; and
(2) in section 802(d)(1), by

¢“$10,000,000,000"” and

*‘$17,500,000,000°".

(b) EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Subsection
(b)(2) of section 101 of such Act is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C)(ii), by striking *;
or’’ and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (D)(di)(II)(dd), by strik-
ing the period at the end and inserting
or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(E) has received health services under the
pilot program under section 403 of the Vet-
erans’ Mental Health and Other Care Im-
provements Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-387;
38 U.S.C. 1703 note) and resides in a location
described in section (b)(2) of such section.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Sub-
section (g)(3) of such section is amended by
striking ‘“‘or (D)’ and inserting (D), or (E)”’.

(2) Subsection (q)(2)(A) of such section is
amended—

(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘; and’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(B) in clause (iv), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

““(v) eligible veterans described in sub-
section (b)(2)(E).”.

(@) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The
amounts made available under the amend-
ments made by subsection (a) are designated
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)({)).

(e) QUARTERLY REPORT.—Not less fre-
quently than quarterly until all amounts de-
posited in the Veterans Choice Fund under
section 802 of the Veterans Access, Choice,
and Accountability Act of 2014 (Public Law
113-146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note) are exhausted,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Appropriations and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives an update on the expenditures
made from such Fund to carry out section
101 of such Act during the quarter covered by
the report.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR PROVISION OF
SERVICES UNDER MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE
ACCOUNT
SEC. 252. In using amounts made available

in this title for the Medical Community Care

account of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
establish consistent criteria and standards—

(1) for purposes of determining eligibility
of non-Department health care providers to
provide health care under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, including standards
relating to education, certification, licen-
sure, training, and employment history; and

(2) for the reimbursement of such health
care providers for care or services provided
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary, which to the extent practicable
shall—

(A) use rates for reimbursement that are
not more than the rates paid by the United
States to a provider of services (as defined in
section 1861(u) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395x(u))) under the Medicare program

striking
inserting
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under title XVIII of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) for the same care or
services;

(B) incorporate the use of value-based re-
imbursement models to promote the provi-
sion of high-quality care to improve health
outcomes and the experience of care for vet-
erans; and

(C) be consistent with prompt payment
standards required of Federal agencies under
chapter 39 of title 31, United States Code.

SA 4040. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and every
90 days thereafter, the Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on the implementa-
tion of the policies contained in the update
to the Community Involvement Manual of
the Federal Aviation Administration re-
quired under the heading ‘‘OPERATIONS”’
under the heading ‘“‘FEDERAL AVIATION AD-
MINISTRATION”’ in title I of the Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016
(division L of Public Law 114-113; 129 Stat.
2840).

SA 4041. Mr. MENENDEZ (for him-
self, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. PETERS)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 3896 pro-
posed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the
bill H.R. 2577, making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

CERTAIN SERVICE DEEMED TO BE ACTIVE
MILITARY SERVICE

SEC. 251. (a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of
section 401(a)(1)(A) of the GI Bill Improve-
ment Act of 1977 (38 U.S.C. 106 note), the Sec-
retary of Defense is deemed to have deter-
mined that qualified service of an individual
constituted active military service.

(b) DETERMINATION OF DISCHARGE STATUS.—
The Secretary of Defense shall issue an hon-
orable discharge under section 401(a)(1)(B) of
the GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977 to each
person whose qualified service warrants an
honorable discharge. Such discharge shall be
issued before the end of the one-year period
beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(c) PROHIBITION OF RETROACTIVE BENE-
FITS.—No benefits may be paid to any indi-
vidual as a result of the enactment of this
section for any period before the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(d) QUALIFIED SERVICE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘qualified service’’ means
service of an individual as a member of the
organization known as the United States
Cadet Nurse Corps during the period begin-
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ning on July 1, 1943, and ending on December
15, 1945.

SA 4042. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. KAINE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

On page 37, between lines 17 and 18, insert
the following:

SEC. 122. (a) TRANSFER OF AMOUNTS.—

(1) STATE OF VIRGINIA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the total amount ap-
portioned to the State of Virginia under sec-
tion 104 of title 23, United States Code, for
fiscal year 2017, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall, by the later of November 30,
2016, or 30 days after the enactment of this
Act, transfer to the National Park Service—

(i) an amount equal to—

(I) $30,000,000; multiplied by

(IT) the ratio that—

(aa) the amount apportioned to the State
of Virginia under such section 104; bears to

(bb) the combined amount apportioned to
the State of Virginia and the District of Co-
lumbia under such section 104; and

(ii) an amount of obligation limitation
equal to the amount calculated under clause
).

(B) SOURCE AND AMOUNT.—For purpose of
the transfer under subparagraph (A), the
State of Virginia shall select at the discre-
tion of the State—

(i) the programs (among those for which
funding is apportioned as described in that
subparagraph) from which to transfer the
amount specified in that subparagraph; and

(ii) the amount to transfer from each of
those programs (equal in aggregate to the
amount calculated under subparagraph
(A)(I).

(2) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the total amount ap-
portioned to the District of Columbia under
section 104 of title 23, United States Code, for
fiscal year 2017, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall, by the later of November 30,
2016, or 30 days after the enactment of this
Act, transfer to the National Park Service—

(i) an amount equal to—

(I) $30,000,000; multiplied by

(IT) the ratio that—

(aa) the amount apportioned to the Dis-
trict of Columbia under such section 104;
bears to

(bb) the combined amount apportioned to
the State of Virginia and the District of Co-
lumbia under such section 104; and

(ii) an amount of obligation limitation
equal to the amount calculated under clause
@).

(B) SOURCE AND AMOUNT.—For purpose of
the transfer under subparagraph (A), the Dis-
trict of Columbia shall select at the discre-
tion of the District—

(i) the programs (among those for which
funding is apportioned as described in that
subparagraph) from which to transfer the
amount specified in that subparagraph; and

(ii) the amount to transfer from each of
those programs (equal in aggregate to the
amount calculated under subparagraph
(A)d)).

(3) FEDERAL LANDS TRANSPORTATION PRO-
GRAM.—Of the amounts otherwise made
available to the National Park Service under
section 203 of title 23, United States Code,
not less than 10 percent shall be set aside for
purposes of this section.
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(b) ELIGIBILITY AND FEDERAL SHARE.—The
amounts under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) available to the National Park Service
only for projects that—

(A) are eligible under section 203 of title 23,
United States Code;

(B) are located on bridges on the National
Highway System that were originally con-
structed before 1945 and are in poor condi-
tion; and

(C) each have an estimated total project
cost of not less than $150,000,000; and

(2) subject to the Federal share described
in section 201(b)(7)(A) of title 23, United
States Code.

(c) OTHER FUNDS AND OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TION.—Any funds and obligation limitation
transferred under subsection (a) shall be in
addition to funds or obligation limitation
otherwise made available to the National
Park Service under sections 203 and 204 of
title 23, United States Code.

SA 4043. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may use amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available in this title to ensure
that the ratio of veterans to full-time em-
ployment equivalents within any program of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, does not exceed
125 veterans to one full-time employment
equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
grams of rehabilitation conducted under
chapter 31 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff
ratio for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the
veteran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SA 4044. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 215, line 5, strike ‘“2018.” and in-
sert ‘2018: Provided further, That, of the
funds made available under this heading, not
to exceed $100,000, shall be used to expand
procedures related to any online consumer
tool offered or supported by the Department
of Veterans Affairs that provides informa-
tion to veterans regarding specific postsec-
ondary educational institutions, such as the
GI Bill Comparison Tool or any successor or
similar program, to ensure for each such in-
stitution an accounting of pending investiga-
tions and civil or criminal actions against
the institution by Federal agencies and
State attorneys general, to the extent such
information is publicly available.”.
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SA 4045. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division B, add the
following:

SEC. 251. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT PROGRAM
TO IMPROVE MONITORING OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT PROGRAMS OF
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Commencing not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a grant program
to improve the monitoring of mental health
and substance abuse treatment programs of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(b) GRANTS.—

(1) MAIN GRANT.—

(A) AWARD.—In carrying out subsection (a),
the Secretary shall award grants to four pro-
tection and advocacy systems under which
each protection and advocacy system shall
carry out a demonstration project to inves-
tigate and monitor the care and treatment of
veterans provided under chapter 17 of title
38, United States Code, for mental illness or
substance abuse issues at medical facilities
of the Department.

(B) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—Each grant awarded
under subparagraph (A) to a protection and
advocacy system shall be in an amount that
is not less than $105,000 for each year that
the protection and advocacy system carries
out a demonstration project described in
such subparagraph under the grant program.

(2) COLLABORATION GRANT.—

(A) AWARD.—During each year in which a
protection and advocacy system carries out
a demonstration project under paragraph
(1)(A), the Secretary shall award a joint
grant to a national organization with exten-
sive knowledge of the protection and advo-
cacy system and a veterans service organiza-
tion in the amount of $80,000.

(B) COLLABORATION.—Each national organi-
zation and veterans service organization
that is awarded a joint grant under subpara-
graph (A) shall use the amount of the grant
to facilitate the collaboration between the
national organization and the veterans serv-
ice organization to—

(i) coordinate training and technical as-
sistance for the protection and advocacy sys-
tems awarded grants under paragraph (1)(A);
and

(ii) provide for data collection, reporting,
and analysis in carrying out such paragraph.

(3) AUTHORITY.—In carrying out a dem-
onstration project under paragraph (1)(A), a
protection and advocacy system shall have
the authorities specified in section 105(a) of
the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals
with Mental Illness Act (42 U.S.C. 10805(a))
with respect to medical facilities of the De-
partment.

(c) SELECTION.—In selecting the four pro-
tection and advocacy systems to receive
grants under subsection (b)(1)(A), the Sec-
retary shall consider the following criteria:

(1) Whether the protection and advocacy
system has demonstrated monitoring and in-
vestigation experience, along with knowl-
edge of the issues facing veterans with dis-
abilities.

(2) Whether the State in which the protec-
tion and advocacy system operates—
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(A) has low aggregated scores in the do-
mains of mental health, performance, and
access as rated by the Strategic Analytics
Improvement and Learning database system
(commonly referred to as “SAIL’’); and

(B) to the extent practicable, is representa-
tive of both urban and rural States.

(d) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall ensure
that each protection and advocacy system
participating in the grant program submits
to the Secretary reports developed by the
protection and advocacy system relating to
investigations or monitoring conducted pur-
suant to subsection (b)(1)(A). The Secretary
shall designate an office of the Department
of Veterans Affairs to receive each such re-
port.

(e) DURATION; TERMINATION.—

(1) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry
out the grant program established under sub-
section (a) for a period of five years begin-
ning on the date of commencement of the
grant program.

2) TERMINATION OF  DEMONSTRATION
PROJECTS.—The Secretary may terminate a
demonstration project under subsection
(b)(1)(A) before the end of the five-year pe-
riod described in paragraph (1) if the Sec-
retary determines there is good cause for
such termination. If the Secretary carries
out such a termination, the Secretary shall
award grants under such subsection to a new
protection and advocacy system for the re-
maining duration of the grant program.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out the grant program
under subsection (a) $5600,000 for each of fiscal
years 2017 through 2021.

(g) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—Of the funds
made available to the Department of Defense
in title I of division B of this Act for the De-
partment of Defense Base Closure Account,
$500,000 shall be transferred to the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to carry out this section
in fiscal year 2017.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘protection and advocacy sys-
tem” has the meaning given the term ‘‘eligi-
ble system” in section 102(2) of the Protec-
tion and Advocacy for Individuals with Men-
tal Illness Act (42 U.S.C. 10802(2)).

(2) The term ‘‘State” means each of the
several States, territories, and possessions of
the United States, the District of Columbia,
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(3) The term ‘‘veterans service organiza-
tion” means any organization recognized by
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under section 5902 of title 38, United
States Code.

SA 4046. Mr. PETERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 46, beginning on line
2, strike ¢$160,075,000”" and all that follows
through line 4, and insert the following:
‘$163,075,000, of which $20,000,000 shall remain
available through September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That not less than $9,600,000 of the
amount provided under this heading shall be
expended on vehicle electronics and emerg-
ing technology research for autonomous ve-
hicles: Provided further, That the amount ap-
propriated under this title for necessary ex-
penses of the Office of the Secretary shall be
reduced by $3,000,000.".
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SA 4047. Mr. INHOFE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 15, line 25, strike ‘“‘airport’ and in-
sert the following: ‘‘airport: Provided further,
That an amount not to exceed $2,000,000 shall
be available for use to revise existing third
class medical certification regulations such
that a general aviation pilot is authorized to
operate an aircraft authorized under Federal
law to carry not more than 6 occupants and
with a maximum certificated takeoff weight
of not more than 6,000 pounds if the pilot has
held a third class medical certificate issued
by the Federal Aviation Administration in
the preceding 10 years, has completed an on-
line medical education course in the pre-
ceding 2 years, has received a medical exam-
ination by a State-licensed physician in the
preceding 4 years, and is under the care and
treatment of a physician as directed, as pro-
vided for in the report of the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate accompanying S. 571, 114th Con-
gress (Senate Report 114-198)°.

SA 4048. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . (a) The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall establish a program to evaluate
unmanned aircraft system detection and
mitigation technologies that—

(1) may be used by airports to locate and
track unmanned aircraft systems and the op-
erators of such systems;

(2) do not interfere with existing airport
operations, navigation, or communications
systems;

(3) cannot be disabled or overridden by the
owner or operator of an unmanned aircraft
system;

(4) do not rely on the compliance of the
manufacturer, owner, or operator of an un-
manned aircraft system.

(b) The Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration shall—

(1) not later than 30 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, submit to Con-
gress a report on the program required by
subsection (a);

(2) establish pilot programs at not more
than 3 airports to deploy and test the most
promising technology identified in the re-
port required by paragraph (1); and

(3) not later than 90 days after such date of
enactment, submit to Congress a report that
includes—

(A) the results of the pilot programs estab-
lished under paragraph (2); and

(B) recommendations for national un-
manned aircraft system detection and miti-
gation protocols at airports in the United
States.
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(c) Of amounts in the Airport and Airway
Trust Fund established under section 9502 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, not more
than $5,000,000 shall be available to carry out
the pilot programs required by subsection
(0)(2).

SA 4049. Mr. FLAKE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEc. . It is the sense of Congress that,
during the pending summer travel season,
the Transportation Security Administration
should use all existing resources and tech-
nology to increase the efficiency of security
screening at airports while preserving a high
level of security, including by—

(1) redeploying behavior detection officers
to staff the travel document checker posi-
tion and putting the travel document check-
ers at screening checkpoints to perform
screening functions;

(2) redeploying divest officers to screening
checkpoints to perform screening functions
and accepting the voluntary assistance of
airports or air carriers with queuing and en-
couraging passengers to properly divest;

(3) providing Federal security directors the
ability to make local decisions about man-
power resource allocation without having to
consult with Transportation Security Ad-
ministration headquarters;

(4) immediately disseminating to airports
and Federal security directors the best prac-
tices developed during the optimization
team visits;

(5) using passenger screening canines to
their greatest benefit in terms of both vol-
ume and mitigating excessive screening
checkpoint wait times;

(6) conducting local training of transpor-
tation security officers until after the busy
summer travel season;

(7) ensuring predictable and consistent op-
erating hours for the PreCheck program and
immediately initiating a marketing blitz
highlighting the program and its benefits in
coordination with airports;

(8) reassigning all available administrative
and regulatory personnel to support pas-
senger and baggage screening operations;

(9) moving available part-time screeners to
full-time for the summer; and

(10) adopting an online enrollment process
for the PreCheck program.

SA 4050. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
25677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 85, line 6, insert ‘‘Provided further,
That the Secretary may provide section 8
rental assistance from amounts made avail-
able under this paragraph for units assisted
under a project-based subsidy contract fund-
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ed under the ‘Project-Based Rental Assist-
ance’ heading under this title where the
owner has received a Notice of Default and
the units pose an imminent health and safe-
ty risk to residents: Provided further, That to
the extent that the Secretary determines
that such units are not feasible for continued
rental assistance payments or transfer of the
subsidy contract associated with such units
to another project or projects and owner or
owners, any remaining amounts associated
with such units under such contract shall be
recaptured and used to reimburse amounts
used under this paragraph for rental assist-
ance under the preceding proviso:”’ before
““‘Provided further,”.

SA 4051. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. BENNET) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4039 submitted by Mr.
McCAIN (for himself, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Mr. BURR) to the amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for her-
self, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr.
TESTER) to the bill H.R. 2577, making
appropriations for the Departments of
Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:
AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR MEDICAL

FACILITY LEASES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

VETERANS AFFAIRS

SEC. 253. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may carry out the following
major medical facility leases at the loca-
tions specified and in an amount for each
lease not to exceed the amount specified for
such location (not including any estimated
cancellation costs):

(1) For an outpatient clinic, Ann Arbor,
Michigan, an amount not to exceed
$17,093,000.

(2) For an outpatient mental health clinic,
Birmingham, Alabama, an amount not to ex-
ceed $6,971,000.

(3) For an outpatient specialty clinic, Bir-
mingham, Alabama, an amount not to ex-
ceed $10,479,000.

(4) For research space, Boston, Massachu-
setts, an amount not to exceed $5,497,000.

(5) For research space, Charleston, South
Carolina, an amount not to exceed $6,581,000.

(6) For an outpatient clinic, Daytona
Beach, Florida, an amount not to exceed
$12,664,000.

(7) For Chief Business Office Purchased
Care office space, Denver, Colorado, an
amount not to exceed $17,215,000.

(8) For an outpatient clinic, Gainesville,
Florida, an amount not to exceed $4,686,000.

(9) For an outpatient clinic, Hampton
Roads, Virginia, an amount not to exceed
$18,124,000.

(10) For research space, Mission Bay, Cali-
fornia, an amount not to exceed $23,454,000.

(11) For an outpatient clinic, Missoula,
Montana, an amount not to exceed $7,130,000.

(12) For an outpatient clinic, Northern Col-
orado, Colorado, an amount not to exceed
$8,776,000.

(13) For an outpatient clinic, Ocala, Flor-
ida, an amount not to exceed $5,279,000.

(14) For an outpatient clinic, Oxnard, Cali-
fornia, an amount not to exceed $6,297,000.

(15) For an outpatient clinic, Pike County,
Georgia, an amount not to exceed $5,757,000.

(16) For an outpatient clinic, Portland,
Maine, an amount not to exceed $6,846,000.

(17) For an outpatient clinic, Raleigh,
North Carolina, an amount not to exceed
$21,607,000.
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(18) For an outpatient clinic, Santa Rosa,
California, an amount not to exceed
$6,498,000.

(19) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
Corpus Christi, Texas, an amount not to ex-
ceed $7,452,000.

(20) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
Jacksonville, Florida, an amount not to ex-
ceed $18,136,000.

(21) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
Pontiac, Michigan, an amount not to exceed
$4,532,000.

(22) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
phase II, Rochester, New York, an amount
not to exceed $6,901,000.

(23) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
Tampa, Florida, an amount not to exceed
$10,568,000.

(24) For a replacement outpatient clinic,
Terre Haute, Indiana, an amount not to ex-
ceed $4,475,000.

(b) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The
amounts made available under subsection (a)
are designated by the Congress as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2
U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)(1)).

SA 4052. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. BENNET) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4039 submitted by Mr.
McCAIN (for himself, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Mr. BURR) to the amendment SA
3896 proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for her-
self, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED, and Mr.
TESTER) to the bill H.R. 2577, making
appropriations for the Departments of
Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR MEDICAL
FACILITY LEASES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

SEC. 2563. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may carry out the following
major medical facility leases at the loca-
tions specified and in an amount for each
lease not to exceed the amount specified for
such location (not including any estimated
cancellation costs):

(1) For an outpatient clinic, Ann Arbor,
Michigan, an amount not to exceed
$17,093,000.

(2) For an outpatient mental health clinic,
Birmingham, Alabama, an amount not to ex-
ceed $6,971,000.

(3) For an outpatient specialty clinic, Bir-
mingham, Alabama, an amount not to ex-
ceed $10,479,000.

(4) For research space, Boston, Massachu-
setts, an amount not to exceed $5,497,000.

(5) For research space, Charleston, South
Carolina, an amount not to exceed $6,581,000.

(6) For an outpatient clinic, Daytona
Beach, Florida, an amount not to exceed
$12,664,000.

(7) For Chief Business Office Purchased
Care office space, Denver, Colorado, an
amount not to exceed $17,215,000.

(8) For an outpatient clinic, Gainesville,
Florida, an amount not to exceed $4,686,000.

(9) For an outpatient clinic, Hampton
Roads, Virginia, an amount not to exceed
$18,124,000.

(10) For research space, Mission Bay, Cali-
fornia, an amount not to exceed $23,454,000.

(11) For an outpatient clinic, Missoula,
Montana, an amount not to exceed $7,130,000.
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(12) For an outpatient clinic, Northern Col-
orado, Colorado, an amount not to exceed
$8,776,000.

(13) For an outpatient clinic, Ocala, Flor-
ida, an amount not to exceed $5,279,000.

(14) For an outpatient clinic, Oxnard, Cali-
fornia, an amount not to exceed $6,297,000.

(15) For an outpatient clinic, Pike County,
Georgia, an amount not to exceed $5,757,000.

(16) For an outpatient clinic, Portland,
Maine, an amount not to exceed $6,846,000.

(17) For an outpatient clinic, Raleigh,
North Carolina, an amount not to exceed
$21,607,000.

(18) For an outpatient clinic, Santa Rosa,

California, an amount not to exceed
$6,498,000.
(b) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The

amounts made available under subsection (a)
are designated by the Congress as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2
U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)({)).

SA 4053. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, beginning on page 61, strike
line 10 and all that follows through page 62,
line 4.

SA 4054. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, beginning on page 56, strike
line 10 and all that follows through page 57,
line 12.

SA 4055. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 56, strike lines 6
through 9.

SA 4056. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2677, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, beginning on page 51, strike
line 14 and all that follows through page 53,
line 3.

SA 4057. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 27, strike lines 5
through 12 and insert the following:

Not to exceed $430,795,000, together with
advances and reimbursements received by
the Federal Highway Administration, shall
be obligated for necessary expenses for ad-
ministration and operation of the Federal
Highway Administration.

SA 4058. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, beginning on page 10, strike
line 16 and all that follows through page 11,
line 16.

SA 4059. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, on page 28, line 9, strike the
period at the end and insert the following: ‘:
Provided further, That none of the funds made
available under this heading may be used to
carry out a project under section 133(h) of
title 23, United States Code.”

SA 4060. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3896 proposed by Ms.
CoLLINS (for herself, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER) to the bill H.R.
2577, making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In division A, beginning on page 4, strike
line 10 and all that follows through page 6,
line 18.

SA 4061. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 3897 proposed by Mr.
McCONNELL (for Mr. LEE (for himself,
Mr. VITTER, Mr. COTTON, and Mr.
SHELBY)) to the amendment SA 3896
proposed by Ms. COLLINS (for herself,
Mr. KIRK, Mr. REED and Mr. TESTER) to
the bill H.R. 2577, making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Housing and Urban Development to direct
a grantee to undertake specific changes to
existing zoning laws as part of carrying out
the final rule entitled ‘‘Affirmatively Fur-
thering Fair Housing” (80 Fed. Reg. 42272
(July 16, 2015)) or the notice entitled ‘‘Af-
firmatively Furthering Fair Housing Assess-
ment Tool” (79 Fed. Reg. 57949 (September
26, 2014)).

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 18, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“The Tele-
phone Consumer Protection Act at 25:
Effects on Consumers and Business.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on May 18,
2016, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 18, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-430
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled “ESSA
Implementation: Perspectives from
Education Stakeholders.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 18, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Assessing the Secu-
rity of Critical Infrastructure: Threats,
Vulnerabilities, and Solutions.”
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