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Kansans live more than half an hour 
from the nearest neighboring town, 
communities are stitched together by 
what they hear on the radio. 

For more than 40 years, Tad Felts 
has been broadcasting high school ath-
letics and reporting north central Kan-
sas news for KKAN–KQMA radio in 
Phillipsburg, but after several decades 
chronicling hundreds—or more likely 
thousands—of sporting events, Tad de-
cided a couple years back it was time 
to watch a few more games from the 
bleachers rather than the press box. 
Now, this month, he will retire from 
radio altogether. 

Tad first started his radio career in 
Garden City at KIUL as a high school 
sophomore in 1948, working after 
school and at night for free. During his 
time at KIUL, his main duties were 
cleaning the floors and playing records. 
While he was a student at Fort Hays 
State University in 1951, Tad worked at 
KAYS radio station in Hays and upon 
graduation at KLOE in Goodland. Tad 
found his eventual home with the team 
at KKAN–KQMA in Phillipsburg in 
1972. 

Given his decades of experience in 
broadcasting, Tad knows the business 
well and takes great joy in teaching 
others. Gerard Wellbrock, the sports 
director of KAYS radio in Hays and the 
voice of the Fort Hays State Univer-
sity Tigers said this about Tad: ‘‘He 
was a good mentor, I learned so much 
from him. The work ethic, how to deal 
with people, the relations you build 
with athletic directors and coaches. 
It’s hard not to like Tad. And you 
learned a lot about work, and life, just 
by being around him.’’ 

In gyms across north central Kansas, 
the KKAN–KQMA banner can be seen 
at high school basketball games, wres-
tling tournaments, and State cham-
pionships. In fact, it is because of Tad’s 
dedication that the radio station is so 
often present. Families who can’t make 
the game in person, often because they 
are working long hours on the farm, es-
pecially appreciate local radio hosts 
being there because they can still 
catch the details of the game. 

In rural America, entire communities 
revolve around how the high school 
sports team is doing. It is a common 
topic of conversation while standing in 
the checkout line at the grocery store 
or while dining at a neighborhood res-
taurant. 

By no means is Tad a one-trick pony, 
though. Cherished equal to his sports 
reporting are his updates from the field 
during wheat harvest season, in which 
Tad will drive straight up to a farmer 
in his combine and record an interview 
from the cab. This is in addition to the 
full slate of city council and school 
board meetings, county fairs, and an-
nual parades. 

For years, Tad’s knowledge and 
sunny disposition has greeted folks 
tuning in to local radio. One former 
peer of Tad’s said this about the sig-
nificant impact he has made: ‘‘KKAN– 
KQMA Radio has played an integral 

role in the lives of people in the Phil-
lipsburg area, and Tad has always been 
a driving force behind that station’s 
programming and its scope of commu-
nity service.’’ 

His professionalism was recognized 
by his peers when Tad was inducted 
into the Kansas Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame in 2010. Inductees 
to the hall of fame are selected based 
upon their contributions to the broad-
casting profession, their broadcast ca-
reer, and their recognition and awards 
received, and Tad is an extremely de-
serving recipient. 

Today I want to express my gratitude 
to Tad Felts for helping to strengthen 
the close bonds of rural communities 
through his years of faithful service. I 
want to congratulate him on a job well 
done for the past nearly six decades. 
Tad’s been a tremendous friend to me 
over the years, and his work has served 
as a bedrock for many of the commu-
nities I grew up in and care deeply 
about. 

Tad, I wish you all the best and 
thank you for everything you have 
done to improve the lives of so many in 
our great State.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13047 OF MAY 20, 1997, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BURMA—PM 48 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to 
Burma that was declared on May 20, 
1997, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 20, 2016. 

The Government of Burma has made 
significant progress across a number of 
important areas since 2011, including 
the release of over 1,300 political pris-

oners, a peaceful and competitive elec-
tion, the signing of a Nationwide 
Ceasefire Agreement with eight ethnic 
armed groups, the discharge of hun-
dreds of child soldiers from the mili-
tary, steps to improve labor standards, 
and expanding political space for civil 
society to have a greater voice in shap-
ing issues critical to Burma’s future. In 
addition, Burma has become a signa-
tory of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency’s Additional Protocol and 
ratified the Biological Weapons Con-
vention, significant steps towards sup-
porting global non-proliferation. De-
spite these strides, the situation in the 
country continues to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of 
the United States. 

Concerns persist regarding continued 
obstacles to full civilian control of the 
government, the ongoing conflict and 
human rights abuses in the country, 
particularly in ethnic minority areas, 
and military trade with North Korea. 
In addition, Burma’s security forces, 
operating with little oversight from 
the civilian government, often act with 
impunity. We are further concerned 
that prisoners remain detained and 
that police continue to arrest critics of 
the government for peacefully express-
ing their views. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency with re-
spect to Burma. 

Despite this action, the United 
States remains committed to working 
with both the new government and the 
people of Burma to ensure that the 
democratic transition is irreversible. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 17, 2016. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:54 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 1492. An act to direct the Administrator 
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain 
Federal property located in the State of 
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

S. 2143. An act to provide for the authority 
for the successors and assigns of the Starr- 
Camargo Bridge Company to maintain and 
operate a toll bridge across the Rio Grande 
near Rio Grande City, Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1150. An act to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
advance religious freedom globally through 
enhanced diplomacy, training, counterter-
rorism, and foreign assistance efforts, and 
through stronger and more flexible political 
responses to religious freedom violations and 
violent extremism worldwide, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1887. An act to authorize the Comp-
troller General of the United States to assess 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:40 May 18, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G17MY6.055 S17MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2877 May 17, 2016 
a study on the alternatives for the disposi-
tion of Plum Island Animal Disease Center, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3832. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent tax-related 
identity theft and tax fraud, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4407. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security a board to 
coordinate and integrate departmental intel-
ligence, activities, and policy related to 
counterterrorism, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4743. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to work with 
cybersecurity consortia for training, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4780. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to develop a com-
prehensive strategy for Department of 
Homeland Security operations abroad, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 88. Concurrent resolution re-
affirming the Taiwan Relations Act and the 
Six Assurances as cornerstones of United 
States-Taiwan relations. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 12:32 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 1523. An act to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Estuary Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 6:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with amendments, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 524. An act to authorize the Attorney 
General to award grants to address the na-
tional epidemics of prescription opioid abuse 
and heroin use. 

The message further announced that 
the House insists upon its amendments 
to the bill (S. 524) to authorize the At-
torney General to award grants to ad-
dress the national epidemics of pre-
scription opioid abuse and heroin use, 
and asks a conference with the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon; and appoints the fol-
lowing Members as managers of the 
conference on the part of the House: 

For consideration of the Senate bill 
and the House amendments, and modi-
fications committed to conference: 
Messrs. UPTON, PITTS, LANCE, GUTHRIE, 
KINZINGER of Illinois, BUCSHON, Mrs. 
BROOKS of Indiana, Messrs. GOODLATTE, 
SENSENBRENNER, SMITH of Texas, 
MARINO, COLLINS of Georgia, TROTT, 
BISHOP of Michigan, MCCARTHY, PAL-
LONE, BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico, 
SARBANES, GENE GREEN of Texas, CON-
YERS, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. JUDY CHU 
of California, Mr. COHEN, Ms. ESTY, Ms. 
KUSTER, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

From the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, for consideration of 
title VII of the House amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. BARLETTA, CARTER of 
Georgia, and SCOTT of Virginia. 

From the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, for consideration of title III of 
the House amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mrs. WALORSKI, and Mr. 
RUIZ. 

From the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for consideration of section 705 
of the Senate bill, and section 804 of 
the House amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs. 
MEEHAN, DOLD, and MCDERMOTT. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1150. An act to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
advance religious freedom globally through 
enhanced diplomacy, training, counterter-
rorism, and foreign assistance efforts, and 
through stronger and more flexible political 
responses to religious freedom violations and 
violent extremism worldwide, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

H.R. 3832. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent tax-related 
identity theft and tax fraud, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

H.R. 4407. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security a board to 
coordinate and integrate departmental intel-
ligence, activities, and policy related to 
counterterrorism, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 4743. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to work with 
cybersecurity consortia for training, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 4780. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to develop a com-
prehensive strategy for Department of 
Homeland Security operations abroad, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 88. Concurrent resolution re-
affirming the Taiwan Relations Act and the 
Six Assurances as cornerstones of United 
States-Taiwan relations; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment: 

S. 2937. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for the Department of State for fis-
cal year 2017, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr. 
COATS): 

S. 2935. A bill to limit the availability of 
public housing for over-income families; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 2936. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to protect children’s health 
by denying any deduction for advertising and 
marketing directed at children to promote 
the consumption of food of poor nutritional 
quality; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CORKER: 
S. 2937. An original bill to authorize appro-

priations for the Department of State for fis-
cal year 2017, and for other purposes; from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations; placed 
on the calendar. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. ENZI, 
and Mr. BARRASSO): 

S. 2938. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to reestablish the Royalty Policy 
Committee in order to further a more con-
sultative process with key Federal, State, 
tribal, environmental, and energy stake-
holders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 2939. A bill to prohibit the provision of 

Federal funds to State and local govern-
ments for payment of obligations, to pro-
hibit the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System from financially assisting 
State and local governments, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 2940. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to align physician super-
vision requirements under the Medicare pro-
gram for radiology services performed by ad-
vanced level radiographers with State re-
quirements; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. RUBIO, and Ms. CANT-
WELL): 

S. 2941. A bill to require a study on women 
and lung cancer, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. 2942. A bill to extend certain privileges 
and immunities to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. KING, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. COTTON, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. NELSON, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
GARDNER, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. WICKER, 
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