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she served as a true watchdog of Ne-
vada’s spending. Her public service will
be sorely missed by our Great State.

After three decades of providing in-
sightful testimony on tax policy and
instrumental counsel to those helping
shape Nevada’s laws, Ms. Vilardo re-
cently retired. Her legacy throughout
the Silver State and at the NTA will
continue on for years to come. Ms.
Vilardo will continue to be respected
for her in-depth knowledge, years of
unwavering dedication to our State,
and for her ability to create long-last-
ing and positive relationships through-
out Nevada. Her vigilance and deter-
mination in creating effective tax pol-
icy for our State will not be forgotten.

Ms. Vilardo has demonstrated true
commitment to Nevada, exemplifying
what it means to fight for the greater
good of our Great State. We are lucky
to have had someone of such dedication
working on behalf of the Silver State.
I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans
to join me in thanking Ms. Vilardo for
her years of service, and I wish her well
in all of her future endeavors.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JOHN F.
CAMPBELL

e Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a strategic leader and ex-
ceptional warrior of tremendous talent.
After a lifetime of distinguished serv-
ice to our Nation, GEN John F. Camp-
bell is retiring from the U.S. Army. On
this occasion, I believe it is fitting to
recognize General Campbell’s decades
of dedicated service to our Nation.

General Campbell graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy in 1979 and
commissioned in the U.S. Army infan-
try. During his more than 37 years of
service, he has commanded units at
every echelon from platoon leader, to
four-star command, and in places such
as Haiti, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Upon promotion to brigadier general
in 2005, he was assigned as the deputy
commanding general for Maneuver, 1st
Calvary Division, deployed to Baghdad,
and is widely credited with holding to-
gether the force during a very violent
period leading up to the surge. His fol-
lowing assignment was the deputy di-
rector for regional operations at the
Joint Staff. After being promoted to
major general, he was named com-
mander of the Screaming Eagles, 101st
Airborne Division, and deployed to Af-
ghanistan as commander, Regional
Command East, International Security
Assistance Force, ISAF, North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, NATO, and
commander, Combined Joint Task
Force-101. He commanded of over 30,000
coalition servicemembers and 65,000 Af-
ghan National Defense and Security
Forces. The scope of his responsibility
included the protection of 13 million
people and the security of a 450-mile
border with Pakistan.

At Fort Campbell, KY, General
Campbell cultivated lasting relation-
ships within the community to support
soldiers, civilians, and families. He in-
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stalled programs to facilitate a com-
prehensive fitness program, develop
soldier and family resiliency, and sig-
nificantly decrease the suicide rate. As
lieutenant general, he became the
Army Deputy Chief of Staff for Oper-
ations, Plans and Training. He was pro-
moted to general and, in 2014, con-
firmed as the 34th U.S. Army Vice
Chief of Staff, where he promoted the
physical, moral, and mental fitness re-
quired for improved readiness and re-
silience. He was an advocate for stop-
ping sexual harassment and assault
and supported Wounded Warrior pro-
grams. He was vital in updating Con-
gress on the Army’s path ahead for
these and other key issues. In addition,
he coordinated a restructure of posts
and stations that helped decrease 17,500
personnel by fiscal year 2017 to meet
mandated end strength goals.

In 2014, General Campbell deployed to
Afghanistan and took command of the
NATO ISAF mission and United States
Forces—Afghanistan. During his first 6
months, Afghanistan held an extended
electoral process and installed a new
President and Chief Executive as part
of the National Unity Government.
After this, General Campbell managed
an over 90 percent drawdown of U.S.
forces and installations; he
transitioned the force from regional
commands to train, advise, and assist
commands. He helped transition ISAF
to a functionally based security force
assistance mission designated Resolute
Support and became commander of
both Resolute Support and United
States Forces—Afghanistan for the
next 14 months. He served as adviser to
the President of Afghanistan, the Min-
isters of Defense and Interior, and the
National Director of Security. His in-
fluence during the era of the National
Unity Government will have long last-
ing strategic impacts in Afghanistan
and the region.

General Campbell is well known for
his strategic brilliance and calm for-
titude. He is the embodiment of all the
values we expect in our most revered
leaders: the rare tenacity to accom-
plish impossible missions; the selfless
commitment to country, soldier, and
family; and the composition of char-
acter that demonstrates only the high-
est moral and ethical values. He is
known for telling his soldiers, ‘‘Leader-
ship makes a difference,” yet it is his
exemplary leadership that had made a
difference to countless thousands both
abroad and at home.

I thank his wife, Ann; his daughter,
Jennifer; and his son, John, Jr., who is
also serving in the Army, for their
yvears of dedication and support. As the
chairman of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee and on behalf of those
who serve beside me, let me express the
deepest respect and gratitude to Gen-
eral Campbell for his remarkable serv-
ice to our Nation. I wish you and your
family all the best in beginning your
new chapter of life together.e
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BETH
ISRAEL CONGREGATION

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary
of Beth Israel Congregation in Ann
Arbor, MI. I appreciate the opportunity
to speak about this truly significant
milestone in the history of this con-
gregation, as well as the city of Ann
Arbor and Washtenaw County. I offer
Beth Israel my warmest regards and
congratulations on its centennial. I am
also pleased to express my pride in the
many contributions of the congrega-
tion’s members, who dedicate their tal-
ents to benefit Beth Israel and the
greater good in Ann Arbor.

Established in 1916, Beth Israel was
Ann Arbor’s only Jewish congregation
for many years. Initially, families met
informally in the home of Osias
Zwerdling to celebrate the Jewish High
Holidays and community milestones.
Mr. Zwerdling, a furrier by trade,
would serve as the diverse congrega-
tion’s president for the next 40 years.
His leadership was particularly valu-
able given the fact that the congrega-
tion, as in many small American towns
in the early twentieth century, oper-
ated without a rabbi. Instead, members
of the congregation volunteered in a
variety of roles, including teaching in
Hebrew school, leading the congrega-
tion in prayer as cantor, or serving as
its schochet to ensure the kosher
slaughter of animals.

BEarly on, Beth Israel hired Reverend
Pincus Gropstein, who was paid $18 a
week to serve the congregation’s 30
families. In 1932, Rabbi Joshua Sperka
became the congregation’s first or-
dained rabbi and served in the role
until 1934. After his departure, the con-
gregation continued to rely on the de-
voted efforts of its members, who pro-
vided a steady backdrop to the con-
tributions of Rabbi Julius Weinberg,
who served from 1952 to 1961; Rabbi
Allan Kensky, who served from 1971 to
1988; and Rabbi Robert Dobrusin, who
has guided Beth Israel since 1988 with
wisdom, humor, and warmth.

Beth Israel Congregation was the
first conservative congregation in
southeast Michigan to become egali-
tarian, encouraging men and women to
participate equally in the ritual and
spiritual life of the congregation, and
was the first conservative congregation
in the United States to choose a female
president. The community’s welcoming
spirit is exemplified in its longstanding
support of the LGBT community,
where it is an active leader in pro-
moting inclusion in the conservative
Jewish movement, which is highlighted
by its advocacy for the ordination of
LGBT rabbis. Moreover, Beth Israel
has taken steps to ensure people with
disabilities have full access to the syn-
agogue and its services.

In addition to nurturing an inclusive
environment at Beth Israel, the con-
gregation is committed to supporting
the Jewish community at home and
abroad. Members take steps to ensure
that everyone has a place to celebrate
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the Passover Seder, volunteer in the
congregation’s extensive Hebrew lan-
guage program, and send care packages
throughout the world, including a care
package that gave a soldier in Manila
and Jewish communities in Nigeria,
Zimbabwe, and Uganda the chance to
celebrate Purim. The synagogue is also
proud of its sponsorship of trips to
Israel, as well as serious dialogue it
fosters on issues related to Israel and
the Middle East. Beyond its service to
the Jewish community, Beth Israel is
committed to the larger Ann Arbor
community; playing an active role in
city’s Interfaith Hospitality Network,
Interfaith Round Table, and the Ann
Arbor Shelter Association.

Once again, I applaud Beth Israel
Congregation in Ann Arbor, MI, on its
100th anniversary. The congregation’s
generosity and commitment to diver-
sity exemplify the values of the people
of Ann Arbor and the State of Michi-
gan, who I am proud to represent in the
Senate. I thank Beth Israel for its dec-
ades of service to the Jewish commu-
nity and everyone in Ann Arbor. I wish
the congregation and leadership of
Beth Israel many more decades of suc-
cess and may they always go from
strength to strength.e

———
TRIBUTE TO NEAL ACKER

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate Mr. Neal Acker,
who at the end of this year will be re-
tiring from a distinguished 12-year ca-
reer as the general counsel of the Ala-
bama Housing Finance Authority,
AHFA. Neal graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama School of Law and
was formerly associated with the law
firm of Capell and Howard in Mont-
gomery. Neal and his wife, Beth, have
been close and valued friends of mine
for many years and have been wonder-
ful public spirited citizens.

The Alabama Housing Finance Au-
thority was established by the Ala-
bama State Legislature in 1980 to pro-
vide financing options for low and mod-
erate-income families. In its first year,
AHFA issued $150 million in low-inter-
est loans, but since then, that number
has grown by over $2 billion. The last
35 years, the organization has expanded
from providing financing to individual
homeowners, to capitalizing substan-
tial housing investment projects across
the State.

Neal served AHFA through some of
the worst natural disasters in Ala-
bama’s history. Through his leadership
and dedication, the organization was
able to provide temporary lodging to
those affected by Hurricane Katrina
and the 2011 tornado outbreak.
Throughout his service to the people of
Alabama, Neal also worked closely
with the Tuscaloosa VA to develop
housing options for homeless veterans.

Neal is a brilliant lawyer with great
judgment. These qualities have played
a key role in the success of the AHFA.
AHFA has been governed most effec-
tively during its dramatic growth. It is
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certainly one of the finest Housing Fi-
nance Authorities in America. Neal has
been a right hand to this success and
helped my office assist the authority in
its good work. I am honored to have
been able to work with Neal and am
proud to call him my friend.e

RECOGNIZING BUENO FOODS

e Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a longstanding New Mex-
ico institution: Bueno Foods. New
Mexicans pride ourselves for our cre-
ative and delicious food, especially our
homegrown chile. It is our official
State vegetable and even the reason for
our official state question, ‘“‘Red or
Green?”’ While generations of New
Mexicans have loved chile in all sorts
of forms, even dessert, our famous cui-
sine has more recently been adopted by
food lovers across the world. And that
is largely thanks to Bueno Foods.

On May 18, 2016, Bueno Foods of Al-
buquerque, NM, will celebrate its 65th
anniversary. That is a cause to cele-
brate Bueno Foods can trace its herit-
age to Hispanic farmers and
businessowners going back to the
Spanish explorers who came to New
Mexico in the 1500s. The company was
formed in 1946 when several brothers
from an old New Mexico family, the
Bacas, returned from serving in World
War II and scraped together enough
money to start a grocery business.
Their grocery was very successful at
the beginning, but it faced a strong
challenge when larger chains started
opening up branches in the State. So
the Baca brothers set out to benefit
from New Mexico’s unique heritage,
differentiate their business from out-
of-state grocers, preserve our tradi-
tions, and of course, expand their sales.

Bueno Foods was born, founded in
1951, manufacturing corn and flour tor-
tillas, tamales and posole at a time
when household appliances were just
entering many homes around the coun-
try. The brothers had another idea,
too: to take chile, roast it over an open
flame as the New Mexico autumn tradi-
tion dictates, and freeze it so that peo-
ple could enjoy green chile year-round.
It was a success, and history was made.

Over half a century later, you can
find Bueno Foods in nearly every gro-
cery store in the State and many oth-
ers outside New Mexico. From Hawaii
to Washington, DC, Bueno Foods has
served as a proud ambassador of New
Mexico cuisine, exposing new markets
to delicious, fiery chile and the critical
question, ‘‘red or green?”’

For 65 years, Bueno Foods has made
an old dicho the reality for all of us.
‘“Panza llena, corazon contento; Full
belly, happy heart.” Today, I recognize
the Baca brothers, Jacqueline, Gene,
Catherine, Ana, and the rest of the
Bueno Foods family for the business
they started and the tradition they
still are helping to preserve.e

S2747

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13611 OF MAY 16, 2012, WITH RE-
SPECT TO YEMEN—PM 47

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13611 of May 16, 2012, with respect
to Yemen is to continue in effect be-
yond May 16, 2016.

The actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Yemen
and others continue to threaten Yem-
en’s peace, security, and stability, in-
cluding by obstructing the implemen-
tation of the agreement of November
23, 2011, between the Government of
Yemen and those in opposition to it,
which provided for a peaceful transi-
tion of power that meets the legitimate
demands and aspirations of the Yemeni
people for change, and by obstructing
the political process in Yemen. For
this reason, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13611 with respect to Yemen.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 2016.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:14 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3680. An act to provide for the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to
carry out a grant program for co-prescribing
opioid overdose reversal drugs.

H.R. 3691. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the resi-
dential treatment programs for pregnant and
postpartum women and to establish a pilot
program to provide grants to State sub-
stance abuse agencies to promote innovative
service delivery models for such women.
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