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illicit guns that comes into Chicago. 
When it is easy for gang members to 
get their hands on guns, it is hard for 
children and communities to avoid vio-
lence. We must all do our part to stop 
the gun trafficking that supplies Chi-
cago’s criminal gangs. 

I want to commend President Obama 
for taking an important step last week 
to help combat gun trafficking. This 
step has to do with smart gun tech-
nology. 

Right now we have security features 
on our phones and computers that can 
prevent thieves and unauthorized peo-
ple from using them. You can secure 
these devices so they can only be un-
locked with a password, fingerprint, or 
some other security feature. We can de-
velop similar technology so that an un-
authorized user cannot fire a gun. This 
would make it far harder for a prohib-
ited gun buyer to get his hands on a 
gun he can use. 

Smart gun technology would also 
prevent thieves from stealing guns to 
resell them, and it would help prevent 
kids from playing with guns and get-
ting hurt. 

For years there has been resistance 
to smart gun technology. Part of this 
resistance has come from the gun 
lobby, which always fights against pro-
posals that might reduce gun sales. But 
resistance has also come from law en-
forcement, which had concerns about 
whether smart gun technology would 
work effectively. 

Last week, the administration an-
nounced that it would partner with law 
enforcement to develop voluntary 
standards for what law enforcement 
would need in order to consider using 
smart gun technology. Within 6 
months, this effort will produce base-
line specifications for the reliability, 
durability and accuracy of this tech-
nology. 

Once there is agreement on a set of 
standards for smart gun technology, 
then innovators can get to work on de-
veloping products that meet those 
standards and bringing those products 
to market. The administration will 
help this effort with its research dol-
lars and purchasing power. They will 
help make this technology a reality. 

This could be a game changer when it 
comes to deterring illegal gun traf-
ficking. It is exactly the kind of effort 
that the city of Chicago needs. I com-
mend the administration for under-
taking this effort, and I will do every-
thing in my power to support it. 

As we work to prevent future gun vi-
olence, it is also important that we re-
member and pay tribute to those we 
have lost to this epidemic of violence. 

June 2, 2016, will mark what should 
be the 19th birthday of Hadiya Pen-
dleton. Hadiya was 15 years old when 
she was gunned down while standing in 
a park on Chicago’s South Side on Jan-
uary 29, 2013. She had just performed 
with her King College Prep school band 
at the President’s inauguration cere-
mony one week before. 

I have come to know Hadiya’s fam-
ily—her mother Cleo and her father 

Nate—and I have met many people who 
have been deeply affected by Hadiya’s 
senseless murder. 

After her death, Hadiya’s friends 
started a campaign to urge people to 
wear orange on June 2, Hadiya’s birth-
day, to honor victims of gun violence. 
Orange is the color that hunters wear 
in the woods so that nobody shoots 
them. 

This campaign became a national 
phenomenon. June 2 has now become 
Gun Violence Awareness Day. Last 
year I was proud to join with students, 
faith leaders, community leaders, 
media figures, lawmakers, and many 
more across the Nation who wore or-
ange to honor Hadiya and the 32,000 
victims lost each year to gun violence. 

I will be wearing orange again on 
June 2 this year, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 

We must never forget our solemn ob-
ligation to do all we can to keep the 
American people safe, and that in-
cludes keeping Americans safe from 
preventable gun violence. 

Thousands of Americans are shot and 
killed each year in shootings that 
could have been prevented. There are 
steps we can take, consistent with our 
Constitution and with our traditions of 
hunting and sport shooting, to avoid 
these tragic deaths. We should not be 
afraid to take those steps. 

This June 2, Hadiya Pendleton should 
be celebrating her 19th birthday. In-
stead, a nation will mourn her loss and 
the loss of so many others due to gun 
violence. We owe it to Hadiya and to 
the victims to do our best to spare oth-
ers from this violence in the future. 

f 

REMEMBERING WALLY 
HENDERSON 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 2 weeks 
ago I lost a dear friend and my home-
town of Springfield, IL, lost one of its 
best. His name was Earl Wallace Hen-
derson, but everyone knew him as 
Wally. He was an acclaimed architect 
who helped design Springfield’s future 
while, at the same time, preserving its 
priceless past as the hometown of 
President Abraham Lincoln. 

In the 1960s, Ferry & Henderson, the 
architectural firm he co-founded, took 
on one of its most important projects: 
expanding Illinois’ historic old State 
capitol building to include under-
ground parking, room for the State his-
torical library, and other modern 
amenities. 

The concept of architectural preser-
vation was relatively at that time, and 
Wally became one of its pioneering 
leaders. Expanding the old State cap-
itol involved taking the building apart 
piece by piece, cataloguing and moving 
more than 3,300 stones to the Illinois 
fairground, and then painstakingly re-
building the structure over the new 
parking garage and library. 

Wally’s decades of innovative work in 
architectural preservation earned him 
admission in 2011 to the American In-
stitute of Architects College of Fel-

lows, one of the highest honors in his 
field. 

Interestingly, Wally became an ar-
chitect almost by accident. What he 
wanted to be all through high school 
was an astronaut. More to the point, he 
wanted to be the first man to walk on 
the moon. This was back in the late 
1940s, which gives you an idea of Wal-
ly’s ability to imagine a future that 
few others could see. 

Wally left Springfield in 1949 to study 
aeronautical engineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Urbana Champaign. 
He was his parent’s only child, and the 
first person in his extended family ever 
to go to college. When he came home 
for spring break during his freshman 
year, his parents were so proud of their 
son, the college student, that they in-
vited a bunch of friends over. 

One of the neighbors asked Wally, 
‘‘What are you studying?’’ 

Wally told them, ‘‘Aeronautical engi-
neering.’’ 

Another neighbor asked, ‘‘So you 
want to build airplanes, do you?’’ 

Wally replied, ‘‘No, I want to be the 
first man on the moon.’’ 

Years later in an interview, he re-
called what followed. 

‘‘As those folks departed my mother 
said, ‘Here, sit down, your dad and I 
want to talk to you for a moment.’ ’’ 

Wally sat down between his dad and 
his mom, whom he respected greatly. 
His mother said, ‘‘You know, it’s al-
right to say that to your dad and me 
about ‘wanting to go to the moon.’ But 
everybody else thinks you’re crazy.’’ 

That was the end of Wally’s dreams 
of being an astronaut. He went back to 
the university and asked a counselor 
what other school on campus would ac-
cept the credits he had earned. 

Fortunately for Springfield, Wally’s 
counselor suggested architectural engi-
neering. That was the start of his long 
and distinguished career. 

Wally graduated from the University 
of Illinois in 1954, moved to Indianap-
olis, and went to work for an engineer-
ing firm. Six months later, he was 
drafted into the Army and sent to 
Korea. This was several months after 
the ceasefire that ended the conflict. 
Wally was assigned to an engineering 
battalion. 

One day, a young Korean boy about 
11 years old was polishing Wally’s 
boots to earn money for his family. 
The boy was telling Wally about his 
hometown, a little village. He said it 
was the best village in the world. 

Wally said he started bragging about 
his own hometown, reached into his 
pocket and pulled out the only coin he 
had, a penny with Lincoln’s image on 
it, and said, ‘‘I’m from his hometown.’’ 

The little boy had probably never 
traveled farther than 10 miles from his 
own village, but when he saw that 
penny, his face lit up. To this young 
boy, Wally said, ‘‘Abraham Lincoln was 
everything.’’ Right there, 3,000 miles 
from home, Wally listened as this Ko-
rean child told him the story of the 
Great Emancipator. 
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Wally was stunned. He thought, 

‘‘Here I am, from Abraham Lincoln’s 
hometown. I lived nine or ten blocks 
from Lincoln’s home, and this child 
knows as much about Abraham Lincoln 
as I do.’’ 

Over the next several decades, that 
would change. As an architect and ar-
chitectural preservationist, Wally 
would play a crucial role in helping to 
preserve what is now called the Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site and the 
Capital Complex. As I mentioned, he 
also helped preserve and rebuild the old 
State capitol in Springfield, where 
Abraham Lincoln delivered his famous 
‘‘House Divided’’ speech, warning that 
the Nation could not endure half slave 
and half free. Coincidentally, it was 
also at the old State capitol that an-
other lanky lawyer from Illinois, 
Barack Obama, announced his can-
didacy for President of the United 
States in 2007. 

I was honored to serve with Wally 
Henderson on the commission that 
helped create the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum in 
Springfield. We also served together on 
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Committee, which helped lead the Na-
tion in remembering Abraham Lincoln 
during 2009, the bicentennial of his 
birth. 

Wally was a past president and long-
time board member of the Abraham 
Lincoln Association, a distinguished 
group of Lincoln scholars. In 2009, the 
Lincoln Association awarded him its 
Logan Hay Medal, for his work in pre-
serving and making more accessible 
buildings and landmarks associated 
with President Lincoln’s life. 

In 2013, the Springfield Journal Reg-
ister named Wally Henderson Spring-
field’s ‘‘First Citizen.’’ The ceremony 
took place, fittingly, at the old State 
capitol State historic site, which Wal-
ly’s firm had helped to restore. 

That Wally became such an impor-
tant and cherished part of Springfield 
is a bit of an irony. You see, when 
Wally Henderson left Springfield to go 
to college, he vowed to himself that he 
would never move back. 

After serving in Korea, Wally used 
the G.I. Bill to earn his master’s degree 
in architecture at the University of Il-
linois. He met his first wife, Sally; they 
got married, and Wally landed a great 
job working as an architect in Denver. 

Then came the fateful phone call: 
Wally was contacted by a young archi-
tect in Springfield, the brother-in-law 
of Wally’s best friend in high school. 
The brother-in-law’s name was Don 
Ferry. He was working for a Spring-
field firm that was designing hospitals, 
and they needed another architect. Was 
Wally interested? 

Wally came home, talked with Don 
Ferry, and left unimpressed. He went 
back to Denver and finished work on a 
church that his firm was building in 
the Rocky Mountains. The completed 
church was spectacular. At its grand 
opening, Sally nudged Wally and said, 
‘‘You’re leaving.’’ She knew that Wally 

needed another professional challenge. 
So, at the age of 28, after 4 years as an 
architect in Denver, Wally packed up 
his wife and baby and moved home. 

He told Don Ferry that he would 
work with him, but he had conditions. 
He told Don, ‘‘You quit your job, I’ll 
quit my job and we’ll open an office in 
Springfield because, by God, Spring-
field needs higher education and a 
whole bunch of other things.’’ 

His other condition: Wally said, 
‘‘We’re not competing with anybody. 
We’re going to bring contemporary ar-
chitecture to Springfield, Illinois’’ 
There were about a dozen architectural 
firms in town at that time, but no one 
was doing much of anything new. 

Wally Henderson and Don Ferry 
formed their own firm, Ferry & Hen-
derson Architects, in 1961. They started 
out in a one-room office that contained 
two stools, a drafting table, and a tele-
phone. They worked together for dec-
ades and literally transformed Spring-
field. 

They spearheaded projects including 
the Springfield Municipal Plaza, the 
Willard Ice Building, and the building 
that houses the Springfield Journal- 
Register. 

One reason Wally had vowed never to 
return to Springfield was because the 
town lacked a university. Ferry & Hen-
derson helped rectify that omission 
when their firm designed the Public Af-
fairs Building, the first permanent 
building at Sangamon State Univer-
sity, now the University of Illinois at 
Springfield. Wally remained a strong 
supporter of the university until the 
end of his life. 

When Wally moved back to Spring-
field, the area surrounding the Lincoln 
Home was run-down and nondescript. 
Wally helped stir Springfield’s civic 
pride and its resolve to take care of its 
priceless legacy as Abraham Lincoln’s 
hometown. I have been proud to have 
my congressional and Senate offices in 
this restored area. 

Just as that little Korean boy had en-
abled Wally to see Springfield through 
new eyes, Wally helped others in 
Springfield to envision a future in 
which the Lincoln Home, the old State 
capitol, and other places that Lincoln 
loved would become the crown jewels 
of America’s Lincoln historic sites. 

Last year, more than 233,000 people 
visited the Lincoln Home National His-
toric Site in Springfield, up nearly 20 
percent from the year before. Those 
visitors spent more than $13.8 million 
at local businesses. 

My wife, Loretta, and I were fortu-
nate to count Wally Henderson as a 
dear friend and neighbor. We both ex-
tend our condolences to Wally’s wife, 
Brynn, and to their children and grand-
children, all of whom Wally loved deep-
ly. 

When Abraham Lincoln left Spring-
field to start his inaugural journey to 
Washington, friends from all over town 
came to see him off at the Great West-
ern Railway station. In what is now 
known as his Farewell Address, the 

new President said: ‘‘My friends, no 
one, not in my situation, can appre-
ciate my feeling of sadness at this part-
ing. To this place, and the kindness of 
these people, I owe everything.’’ He 
closed by saying, ‘‘I bid you an affec-
tionate farewell.’’ 

Likewise, to my old friend Wally 
Henderson, who did so much to pre-
serve the legacy of President Lincoln 
and to enrich our hometown in so 
many other ways, I bid you an affec-
tionate farewell. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, every 

year in May we commemorate National 
Police Week, a time to reflect upon the 
sacrifices made by the men and women 
who serve in law enforcement. In par-
ticular we honor those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice and died in the 
line of duty. Our law enforcement offi-
cers risk their lives every day to pro-
tect and serve our communities in 
Vermont and across the country. This 
year I am proud to say that Congress 
has come together to deliver more than 
just rhetoric in honor of this service. 
This year we are providing something 
much more important—tangible, life-
saving protection for hundreds of thou-
sands of law enforcement officers. On 
Tuesday, the House of Representatives 
joined the Senate and passed my bipar-
tisan reauthorization of the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program. 

I originally worked with former Sen-
ator Ben Nighthorse Campbell to estab-
lish the Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
program in the wake of the Carl Drega 
shootings on the Vermont-New Hamp-
shire border. While the Federal officers 
engaged in a shootout with Drega were 
equipped with body armor, many of 
their State law enforcement counter-
parts were not, which resulted in the 
death of two State troopers. Now, near-
ly 20 years later, this program has pro-
vided more than 1.2 million protective 
vests to more than 13,000 law enforce-
ment agencies around the country, in-
cluding more than 4,400 vests for 
Vermont officers; yet the program’s 
charter expired in 2012, and I have been 
working to reauthorize it ever since. 
The Senate passed the bipartisan meas-
ure coauthored by Senator LINDSEY 
GRAHAM last year. I am proud that the 
House has now done the same, and the 
legislation is headed to the President’s 
desk for signature. This program saves 
lives and proves that Congress can 
work together to protect those who 
protect us. 

While the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship will continue to protect officers, 
we must never forget the more than 
20,000 fallen officers enshrined on the 
walls of the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial. These walls stand 
as a testament to the dedication and 
commitment of our brave law enforce-
ment officers. Officers like Sergeant 
Gary A. Gaboury, a patrol commander 
in Shaftsbury and member of the State 
police dive team, who tragically died 24 
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