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$300 billion in economic losses every 
year because of trade secret theft. The 
Defend Trade Secrets Act brings much- 
needed uniformity to trade secret liti-
gation. This will allow the creators and 
owners of trade secrets to more effec-
tively address the growing problem of 
trade secret theft. The House of Rep-
resentatives is expected to pass our bill 
this week and I hope it will be imme-
diately signed by the President. 

Tomorrow, the Judiciary Committee 
will hold a hearing on counterfeits and 
their impact on consumer health and 
safety. We will hear from a panel of ex-
perts, including witnesses from the 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, 
and industry. These businesses include 
companies that provide home health 
care products and equipment to our 
troops. They will discuss how counter-
feits can harm consumers and what 
their impact is on the economy. We 
will hear how law enforcement is ad-
dressing this problem as well as how 
stakeholders are educating consumers 
to protect themselves from counter-
feits. 

The focus of this year’s World Intel-
lectual Property Day is ‘‘digital cre-
ativity.’’ As the World Intellectual 
Property Organization notes, the cur-
rent era of Internet connectivity is 
transforming how consumable culture 
such as films, TV, music, books, art, 
and other cultural works are created 
and distributed. This has led to radical 
changes in the way we access content 
and in how businesses operate. As chal-
lenges emerge as to how we protect in-
tellectual property rights in these new 
economic models, we must continue to 
search for effective solutions that pro-
mote creativity across different medi-
ums. 

So on this World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day, it is important to once again 
recognize the significance of our Na-
tion’s robust system of intellectual 
property protection and enforcement. 
This system has helped create the 
United States’ enduring role as a lead-
er in innovation and creativity. As the 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, I will continue to embrace my 
role as a promoter of intellectual prop-
erty rights and American jobs. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to Calendar No. 138, 
H.R. 2577. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 138, 
H.R. 2577, a bill making appropriations for 
the Departments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 138, H.R. 
2577, an act making appropriations for the 
Departments of Transportation, and Housing 
and Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016, and for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, Susan M. Collins, 
Lamar Alexander, Cory Gardner, John 
Cornyn, Roy Blunt, Bill Cassidy, John-
ny Isakson, Lisa Murkowski, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Mike Crapo, James E. 
Risch, Lindsey Graham, Thad Cochran, 
Roger F. Wicker, Steve Daines, Rich-
ard C. Shelby. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call under rule XXII be 
waived with respect to the cloture 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BART ELLEFRITZ 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am not 
sure of the man’s name, but I want to 
thank a public policy professor at 
Western Illinois University. 

About a decade ago, this astute pro-
fessor was talking with one of his best 
graduate students about his future. 

The professor knew that the young 
man was hoping to put his talent and 
training to good use working as a city 
planner or city manager in a small Illi-
nois town—maybe a town like the one 
in which the young man had grown up. 

The professor suggested another pos-
sibility. He asked his student: ‘‘Have 
you ever considered going to Wash-
ington and working on Capitol Hill? I 
think you might like it, and you’d be 
good at it.’’ 

Fortunately for me and for countless 
others in my State of Illinois, that 

young man Bart Ellefritz, loves new 
challenges and adventures, so he de-
cided to trust his professor’s advice. 

He moved to Washington and landed 
a job as an intern in Senator HARRY 
REID’s personal office. That is when my 
office first became aware of him. 

Before long, I hired Bart to work as a 
staff assistant on my Judiciary Com-
mittee staff. 

Bart mastered that job in no time 
flat and was ready for his next chal-
lenge, so he moved home to Illinois to 
work in my Springfield office doing 
casework. 

For those who may be unfamiliar 
with that term, ‘‘casework’’ is a word 
we use to describe efforts by our staff 
members who work to help people with 
specific problems—to try to cut 
through red tape and make government 
work better for people. 

Bart Ellefritz is a master of casework 
because he is smart and he believes 
that government can be a force for 
good. Most of all, he cares about peo-
ple. 

In 2009, Bart got an offer that was too 
good to turn down. It was the begin-
ning of President Obama’s first term. 
Former Illinois Congressman Ray 
LaHood was the new U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation, and he asked Bart to 
come work for him, so he left—with my 
blessing. 

About 5 years ago, I succeeded in hir-
ing Bart back to be the director of my 
Springfield office, which serves all of 
downstate Illinois. 

Let me tell you, being my downstate 
director is no 9-to-5 job for Bart 
Ellefritz. Somedays, it is a 5-to-9 job— 
from 5 in the morning until 9 at night. 

Bart is my representative—my eyes 
and ears—for a large part of my State. 
He drives hundreds of miles every week 
in his Mitsubishi Outlander Sport— 
made in Normal, IL—to meet with peo-
ple on my behalf, listen to their ideas 
and concerns, and try to help them 
solve their problems. 

I can’t begin to count the number of 
people whom Bart has helped, but let 
me tell you about one of them. 

Judy—I won’t use her last name— 
works as a housekeeper at a motel 
where I often stay, and we have become 
friends. 

Several years ago, Judy confided to 
me that she was 62 years old and had 
never in her whole life had health in-
surance—not for a single day. She had 
worked her whole life in manual labor, 
working as a cook, a waitress, a house-
keeper, and she had never known the 
security of having health insurance. 

I asked Bart to see if there was some 
way to help Judy. Bart spend hours and 
hours talking on the phone with Judy, 
driving to see Judy in person, talking 
with folks at Medicare and Medicaid. 

A final hurdle came when Judy need-
ed an email account to sign up for 
health care. Judy had never used email 
before, so Bart helped her set up her 
account. 

Finally, at the age of 62, because of 
Bart’s persistence and the Affordable 
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Care Act, Judy was able to afford 
health insurance. She was able to sleep 
more easily knowing that she was no 
longer just one bad illness or accident 
away from total financial ruin. 

I am sorry to report that Bart 
Ellefritz is leaving my office again 
next month. He is off on another great 
challenge. He will be working for CTA, 
the Chicago Transit Authority, one of 
the largest transit systems in the 
world, in one of the greatest cities in 
the world. 

I want to thank Bart publicly for the 
countless ways in which he has helped 
me and, more importantly, helped the 
people of Illinois. 

I also want to thank Bart’s wife, Ash-
ley, and their son, Charley, who is just 
21 months old, for sharing Bart with 
the people of Illinois. 

Bart and Ashley are what some folks 
in Washington refer to as a mixed mar-
riage. 

Ashley Messick was working as as-
sistant secretary of the Senate Repub-
lican caucus, helping Senator MCCON-
NELL run the Senate floor, when she 
and Bart met. 

Bart was sharing a house in Wash-
ington with some other young profes-
sionals—one of whom happened to be a 
close friend of Ashley’s. They met at 
the house, and hit it off immediately. 

I also want to thank Bart’s parents, 
Keith and Terri Ellefritz, for raising 
two wonderful sons. Their other son, 
Bart’s brother Ben, is a minister. 

Keith and Terri raised their two boys 
in west central Illinois, in a town 
called Carthage, population 2,605. 

Bart played on his high school foot-
ball team, the Carthage Blueboys, in 
1998, the year they won the State foot-
ball championship. 

Keith and Terri Ellefritz raised their 
boys to have big hearts and small-town 
values. 

Somewhere along the way, Bart also 
developed a passion for traveling, 
meeting new people, and seeing the 
world through their eyes. 

He has visited all seven Wonders of 
the World. 

He took 3 months off after he left the 
Department of Transportation to hike 
through sub-Saharan Africa. He ended 
that trip in Tanzania, where Ashley 
met up with him and together, they 
climbed more than 19,000 feet to the 
top of Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Bart once took his mom skydiving in 
Australia. 

This past October he spent 2 weeks 
hiking in Ethiopia. 

When Charley was born 21 months 
ago, his parents got him a passport, 
along with his birth certificate. At 7 
months old, Charley got his passport 
stamped for the first time—for a trip to 
Colombia, South America. 

Bart Ellefritz pours his whole heart 
into whatever he does, whether he is 
riding a camel in the desert, spending 
time with Ashley and Charley, or lis-
tening to people of my State and help-
ing to solve problems. And he is almost 
always smiling. 

In closing, I want to thank Bart 
again for the great skill, caring, and 
tenacity he has always brought to his 
job as a member of my staff, and I want 
to wish him the best of luck as he be-
gins his next professional adventure 
with CTA in Chicago. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL DETTMAN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, after dec-
ades of committed service to the im-
portant cause of providing public hous-
ing for those in need, Paul Dettman is 
retiring this month as executive direc-
tor of the Burlington Housing Author-
ity. 

Throughout Paul’s career, he has 
worked tirelessly in the field of public 
service. Public housing has not been a 
fashionable cause for many years, and 
our communities have certainly seen 
the effects of this sometimes forgotten 
priority. Paul Dettman was never de-
terred by these attitudes, however, and 
has been dedicated to finding creative 
solutions to provide for our most vul-
nerable friends and neighbors. 

Paul’s leadership has resulted in a se-
ries of public-private partnerships and 
innovative initiatives have helped revi-
talize communities across the Green 
Mountain State. Before joining the 
Burlington Housing Authority as its 
executive director in November 1995, 
Paul served for many years with the 
Vermont State Housing Authority. It 
was here that Paul created the State’s 
first lead hazard reduction program, 
which now stands as a model for pro-
viding families of all incomes with safe 
housing. 

Since the beginning of Paul’s tenure 
at Burlington Housing Authority 20 
years ago, Vermont’s oldest and largest 
municipally based housing authority, 
the organization has grown vastly in 
size and scope. The Burlington Housing 
Authority has taken on new develop-
ment projects, improved homebuyer 
education, and negotiated critical 
agreements to prevent homelessness in 
recent years. Under Paul’s direction, 
the Burlington Housing Authority has 
upheld a strong mission to support all 
residents, including refugees, those in 
transition, or in need of long-term sup-
portive services. 

Paul’s commitment also resulted in a 
critical partnership with another local 
organization, Women Helping Battered 
Women, to create Sophie’s Place. To-
gether, these two organizations devised 
a plan to provide victims of domestic 
violence easier access to public housing 
subsidies so that they could move di-
rectly from violent homes into safe 
transitional housing. This solution si-
multaneously eased suffering, stream-
lined services, and saved money. This 
program now functions as a key com-
ponent of the local economic justice 
and housing plans and serves as a 
model for valuable partnerships in my 
home State. This program is only one 
of many that I could provide as ref-
erence to Paul’s great work in Bur-
lington and beyond. 

Like his many colleagues and friends, 
I know that the Burlington Housing 
Authority and the greater housing 
community will miss Paul’s expertise, 
spirit, and compassion. Marcelle and I 
extend our best wishes as Paul begins 
his retirement after a long and distin-
guished career. I surely hope that Paul 
will take time to enjoy one of his 
greatest hobbies in the years ahead— 
sugarmaking among the sweet 
sugarbush. 

Paul Dettman’s standard of distinc-
tion should be an inspiration to others, 
just as it has been to the city of Bur-
lington and the State of Vermont. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I was 
unable to vote today on three amend-
ments to the Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations bill, H.R. 2028. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes on Senator MERKLEY’s 
amendment No. 3812, to provide addi-
tional funding for wind energy 
projects, and yes on Senator REID’s 
amendment No. 3805, to fund water 
conservation programs in the Colorado 
River Basin. 

Lastly, I would have voted no on Sen-
ator FLAKE’s amendment No. 3820, as it 
decreases funding for Army Corps of 
Engineers construction projects, which 
include flood and storm damage reduc-
tion, shore protection, and ecosystem 
restoration projects that are vital to 
numerous areas in Virginia.∑ 

f 

AMENDMENT NO. 3202 TO THE EN-
ERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION 
BILL 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I am 
very pleased with the Senate’s show of 
support for the Isakson-Bennet amend-
ment, which was a modified version of 
the Sensible Accounting to Value En-
ergy Act. We have been working on 
this bill together for more than five 
years. 

The SAVE Act simply creates a vol-
untary program to encourage people to 
include energy efficiency in the pur-
chase price of a new or existing home. 
It allows sellers the option of providing 
a HUD-qualified energy efficiency re-
port to prospective buyers who are ap-
plying for a home mortgage. If that 
loan is backed by FHA, the energy effi-
ciency of the home and the cost of a 
borrower’s future energy bills will be 
taken into account by the mortgage 
lender. 

Builders and manufacturers are con-
stantly creating new energy efficient 
products and features, but the en-
hanced value and energy savings 
achieved by these innovations are not 
fully realized by the market. The pas-
sage of this amendment will for the 
first time provide a mechanism to ac-
count for those saving and unlock de-
mand for new energy efficient products 
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