S2328

that will adversely affect low- and middle-in-
come investors’ ability to have access to af-
fordable, reliable, retirement advice; and be
it further

Resolved, That we memorialize the Con-
gress of the United States to enact the Re-
tail Investor Protection Act and also to
enact legislation that prohibits the United
States Department of Labor from amending
fiduciary duty regulations to define retire-
ment savings brokers and agents as fidu-
ciaries, including those previously not
deemed fiduciaries; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the United States Secretary of
Labor.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 2820. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to update and modernize the re-
porting requirements for contaminants, in-
cluding lead, in drinking water; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mrs.
BOXER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. REED, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEAHY,
and Mr. REID):

S. 2821. A bill to improve drinking water
quality and reduce lead exposure in homes,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2822. A Dbill to continue the use of a 3-
month quarter EHR reporting period for
health care providers to demonstrate mean-
ingful use for 2016 under the Medicare and
Medicaid EHR incentive payment programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mrs. CAPITO:

S. 2823. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify the
section 45 credit for refined coal from steel
industry fuel, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mrs.
BOXER):

S. 2824. A bill to designate the Federal
building housing the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives Head-
quarters located at 99 New York Avenue
N.E., Washington, D.C., as the ‘‘Ariel Rios
Federal Building’’; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. KING,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 2825. A bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to require compliance with do-
mestic source requirements for footwear fur-
nished to enlisted members of the Armed
Forces upon their initial entry into the
Armed Forces; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS):
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S. 2826. A bill to ensure the effective and
appropriate use of the Lowest Price Tech-
nically Acceptable source selection process;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. FLAKE:

S. 2827. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide for an H-2C
nonimmigrant classification, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 2828. A bill to designate the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Department of
Veterans Affairs located in The Dalles, Or-
egon, as the “Loren R. Kaufman Memorial
Veterans’ Clinic’’; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 2829. A Dbill to amend and enhance cer-
tain maritime programs of the Department
of Transportation, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 2830. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to provide for a school and child
care lead testing grant program; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
COONS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLoO-
BUCHAR, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. BROWN):

S. Res. 432. A resolution supporting respect
for human rights and encouraging inclusive
governance in Ethiopia; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. TILLIS:

S. Res. 433. A resolution recognizing line-
men, the profession of linemen, and the con-
tributions of these brave men and women
who protect public safety, and expressing
support for the designation of April 18, 2016,
as ‘“‘National Lineman Appreciation Day’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. Res. 434. A resolution supporting the
designation of April 2016 as ‘‘Parkinson’s
Awareness Month’’; considered and agreed
to.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 208

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 298, a bill to amend titles XIX
and XXI of the Social Security Act to
provide States with the option of pro-
viding services to children with medi-
cally complex conditions under the
Medicaid program and Children’s
Health Insurance Program through a
care coordination program focused on
improving health outcomes for chil-
dren with medically complex condi-
tions and lowering costs, and for other
purposes.

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 298, supra.
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S. 453

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 453, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide grants to
States to streamline State require-
ments and procedures for veterans with
military emergency medical training
to become civilian emergency medical
technicians.

S. 624

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 624, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to waive co-
insurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.

S. 757

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 757, a bill to modify the prohi-
bition on recognition by United States
courts of certain rights relating to cer-
tain marks, trade names, or commer-
cial names.

S. 1252

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1252, a bill to authorize a com-
prehensive strategic approach for
United States foreign assistance to de-
veloping countries to reduce global
poverty and hunger, achieve food and
nutrition security, promote inclusive,
sustainable, agricultural-led economic
growth, improve nutritional outcomes,
especially for women and children,
build resilience among vulnerable pop-
ulations, and for other purposes.

S. 1383

At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1383, a bill to amend the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Act of 2010 to sub-
ject the Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection to the regular appropria-
tions process, and for other purposes.

S. 1500

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1500, a bill to clarify Congressional
intent regarding the regulation of the
use of pesticides in or near navigable
waters, and for other purposes.

S. 1555

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) and the Senator
from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1555, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the Filipino veterans of
World War II, in recognition of the
dedicated service of the veterans dur-
ing World War II.
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S. 1562
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1562, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form taxation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15667, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to provide for a re-
view of the characterization or terms
of discharge from the Armed Forces of
individuals with mental health dis-
orders alleged to affect terms of dis-
charge.
S. 1659
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1659, a bill to amend the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 to revise the criteria for de-
termining which States and political
subdivisions are subject to section 4 of
the Act, and for other purposes.
S. 2030
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2030, a bill to allow the sponsor of an
application for the approval of a tar-
geted drug to rely upon data and infor-
mation with respect to such sponsor’s
previously approved targeted drugs.
S. 2217
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2217, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to im-
prove and clarify certain disclosure re-
quirements for restaurants and similar
retail food establishments, and to
amend the authority to bring pro-
ceedings under section 403A.
S. 2311
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2311, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and
Services Administration, to make
grants to States for screening and
treatment for maternal depression.
S. 2487
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2487, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to iden-
tify mental health care and suicide
prevention programs and metrics that
are effective in treating women vet-
erans as part of the evaluation of such
programs by the Secretary, and for
other purposes.
S. 2497
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2497, a bill to amend the Secu-
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rities Exchange Act of 1934 to provide
protections for retail customers, and
for other purposes.
S. 2502
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2502, a bill to amend the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to ensure that retirement
investors receive advice in their best
interests, and for other purposes.
S. 2505
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2505, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that re-
tirement investors receive advice in
their best interests, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2540
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2540, a bill to provide access to counsel
for unaccompanied children and other
vulnerable populations.
S. 2551
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2551, a bill to help prevent acts of geno-
cide and mass atrocities, which threat-
en national and international security,
by enhancing United States civilian ca-
pacities to prevent and mitigate such
crises.
S. 2566
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2566, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide sexual assault
survivors with certain rights, and for
other purposes.
S. 2595
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) and the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2595, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
permanently extend the railroad track
maintenance credit.
S. 2604
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) and the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2604, a
bill to establish in the legislative
branch the National Commission on
Security and Technology Challenges.
S. 2639
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2639, a bill to direct
the Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office to provide members of
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the public with Internet access to Con-
gressional Research Service reports,
and for other purposes.
S. 2659
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2659, a bill to reaffirm that the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency cannot
regulate vehicles used solely for com-
petition, and for other purposes.
S. 2697
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2697, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 and the Portal-
to-Portal Act of 1947 to prevent wage
theft and assist in the recovery of sto-
len wages, to authorize the Secretary
of Labor to administer grants to pre-
vent wage and hour violations, and for
other purposes.
S. 2707
At the request of Mr. ScoTT, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2707, a bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to nullify the proposed rule re-
garding defining and delimiting the ex-
emptions for executive, administrative,
professional, outside sales, and com-
puter employees, to require the Sec-
retary of Labor to conduct a full and
complete economic analysis with im-
proved economic data on small busi-
nesses, nonprofit employers, Medicare
or Medicaid dependent health care pro-
viders, and small governmental juris-
dictions, and all other employers, and
minimize the impact on such employ-
ers, before promulgating any substan-
tially similar rule, and to provide a
rule of construction regarding the sal-
ary threshold exemption under the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, and
for other purposes.
S. 2736
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2736, a bill to improve access
to durable medical equipment for Medi-
care beneficiaries under the Medicare
program, and for other purposes.
S. 2763
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2763, a bill to provide the
victims of Holocaust-era persecution
and their heirs a fair opportunity to re-
cover works of art confiscated or mis-
appropriated by the Nazis.
S. 2794
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2794, a bill to establish a process
for the submission and consideration of
petitions for temporary duty suspen-
sions and reductions, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2799
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
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CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2799, a bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to develop
a voluntary patient registry to collect
data on cancer incidence among fire-
fighters.
S. 2800

At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2800, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide
an exclusion from income for student
loan forgiveness for students who have
died or become disabled.

S. 2817

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2817, a bill to improve
understanding and forecasting of space
weather events, and for other purposes.

S.J. RES. 33

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. HELLER) were added as cosponsors
of S.J. Res. 33, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Labor relating to
the definition of the term ‘‘fiduciary”
and the conflict of interest rule with
respect to retirement investment ad-
vice.

S. CON. RES. 35

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK) and the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUz) were added as
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 35, a concur-
rent resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that the United States should
continue to exercise its veto in the
United Nations Security Council on
resolutions regarding the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process.

S. RES. 368

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 368, a resolution supporting ef-
forts by the Government of Colombia
to pursue peace and the end of the
country’s enduring internal armed con-
flict and recognizing United States
support for Colombia at the 15th anni-
versary of Plan Colombia.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  432—SUP-
PORTING RESPECT FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS AND ENCOURAGING IN-
CLUSIVE GOVERNANCE IN ETHI-
OPIA

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. BROWN) submitted
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the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 432

Whereas the first pillar of the 2012 United
States Strategy Toward Sub-Saharan Africa
is to strengthen democratic institutions, and
the United States Agency for International
Development Democracy, Human Rights,
and Governance Strategy states that strong
democratic institutions, respect for human
rights, and participatory, accountable gov-
ernance are crucial elements for improving
people’s lives in a sustainable way;

Whereas the third pillar of the 2012 United
States Strategy Toward Sub-Saharan Africa
is to advance peace and security, including
supporting security sector reform;

Whereas democratic space in Ethiopia has
steadily diminished since the general elec-
tions of 2005;

Whereas elections were held in 2015 in
which the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revolu-
tionary Democratic Front claimed 100 per-
cent of parliamentary seats;

Whereas the 2014 Department of State
Human Rights Report on Ethiopia cited seri-
ous human rights violations, including arbi-
trary arrests, killings, and torture com-
mitted by security forces as well as restric-
tions on freedom of expression and freedom
of association, politically motivated trials,
harassment, and intimidation of opposition
members and journalists;

Whereas the Government of Ethiopia has
repeatedly abused laws such as the 2009 Anti-
Terrorism Proclamation to limit press free-
dom, silence independent journalists, and
persecute members of the political opposi-
tion;

Whereas laws such as the 2009 Charities
and Societies Proclamation have been used
to restrict the operation of civil society and
nongovernmental organizations in Ethiopia
across a range of purposes, particularly
those investigating alleged violations of
human rights by governmental authorities;

Whereas the case of the ‘‘Zone 9 Bloggers’’,
whose arrest, detention, and trials on ter-
rorism charges brought international atten-
tion to the restrictions on press freedom in
Ethiopia, is indicative of the coercive envi-
ronment in which journalists operate;

Whereas the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council reports at least 102 protestor deaths,
and according to Human Rights Watch, Ethi-
opian security forces have killed at least 200
peaceful protestors in the Oromia region,
and that number is likely higher;

Whereas state sponsored violence against
those exercising their rights to peaceful as-
sembly in Oromia and elsewhere in the coun-
try, and the abuse of laws to stifle journal-
istic freedoms, stand in direct contrast to
democratic principles and in violation of
Ethiopia’s constitution; and

Whereas, during President Barack Obama’s
historic visit to Addis Ababa in July 2015,
Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn ex-
pressed his government’s commitment to
deepen the democratic process and work to-
wards the respect of human rights and im-
proving governance, and noted the need to
step up efforts to strengthen institutions:
Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns—

(A) killings of peaceful protesters and ex-
cessive use of force by Ethiopian security
forces;

(B) arrest and detention of journalists, stu-
dents, activists and political leaders who ex-
ercise their constitutional rights to freedom
of assembly and expression through peaceful
protests; and
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(C) abuse of the Anti-Terrorism Proclama-
tion to stifle political and civil dissent and
journalistic freedoms;

(2) urges protesters in Ethiopia to refrain
from violence;

(3) calls on the Government of Ethiopia—

(A) to halt the use of excessive force by se-
curity forces;

(B) to conduct a full, credible, and trans-
parent investigation into the killings and in-
stances of excessive use of force that took
place as a result of protests in the Oromia
region and hold security forces accountable
for wrongdoing through public proceedings;

(C) to release dissidents, activists, and
journalists who have been jailed, including
those arrested for reporting about the pro-
tests, for exercising constitutional rights;

(D) to respect the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and guarantee freedom of
the press and mass media in keeping with
Articles 30 and 29 of the Ethiopian constitu-
tion;

(E) to engage in open and transparent con-
sultations relative to its development strat-
egy, especially those strategies that could
result in people’s displacement from land;
and

(F') to repeal proclamations that—

(i) can be used as a political tool to harass
or prohibit funding for civil society organi-
zations that investigate human rights viola-
tions, engage in peaceful political dissent, or
advocate for greater political freedoms; or

(ii) prohibit or otherwise limit those dis-
placed from their land from seeking remedy
or redress in courts, or that do not provide a
transparent, accessible means to access jus-
tice for those displaced;

(4) calls on the Secretary of State to con-
duct a review of security assistance to Ethi-
opia in light of recent developments and to
improve transparency with respect to the
purposes of such assistance to the people of
Ethiopia;

(56) calls on the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to immediately lead efforts to de-
velop a comprehensive strategy to support
improved democracy and governance in Ethi-
opia;

(6) calls on the Secretary of State, in con-
junction with the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, to improve oversight and ac-
countability of United States assistance to
Ethiopia pursuant to expectations estab-
lished in the President’s 2012 Strategy To-
ward Sub-Saharan Africa; and

(7) stands by the people of Ethiopia, and
supports their peaceful efforts to increase
democratic space and to exercise the rights
guaranteed by the Ethiopian constitution.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 433—RECOG-
NIZING LINEMEN, THE PROFES-
SION OF LINEMEN, AND THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THESE
BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WHO
PROTECT PUBLIC SAFETY, AND
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 18, 2016,
AS “NATIONAL LINEMAN APPRE-
CIATION DAY”

Mr. TILLIS submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 433

Whereas the profession of linemen is
steeped in personal, family, and professional
tradition;

Whereas linemen are often first responders
during storms and other catastrophic events,
working to make the scene safe for other
public safety heroes;
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