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different capacities, trying to work to
advance the national security of our
Nation. I have had the opportunity to
see the positive results of the carefully
woven fabric of decades of bipartisan
American diplomacy, military engage-
ment, and leadership throughout the
world. Without American leaders who
understand history and the important
role our allies play in America’s secu-
rity and prosperity, the fabric of our
alliances put together over decades
threatens to unravel. If that happens,
the world is going to become a much
more dangerous place.

Our Founding Fathers provided the
Senate with significant responsibility
in terms of foreign affairs, and I am
hopeful that every Member of this body
will redouble their efforts to reach out
and to work with our allies so we don’t
continue this trend where leaders cur-
rently in the White House, or perhaps
potential occupants of the White
House, view our allies as a burden when
in reality they are a key component of
our security and prosperity, and we
need to continue to work with them.

I yield the floor.

———
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RE-
SERVE OFFICER TRAINING
CORPS

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, this
year marks the 100th anniversary of
the formal establishment of the Re-
serve Officer Training Corps, ROTC, at
its birthplace, Norwich University in
Vermont. Thanks to the vision of
Alden Partridge and Norwich Univer-
sity, we now enjoy the benefits of this
century-old program that has commis-
sioned more than half a million ensigns
and second lieutenants since its incep-
tion.

Years before many of his peers, Alden
Partridge saw the potential of the cit-
izen soldier. He created Norwich Uni-
versity as a place to educate future
generations in a variety of academic
fields separate from, but also essential
to, the military and to the civic par-
ticipation synonymous with today’s
Norwich University. Over the years,
the value of the ideals promoted at
Norwich University have remained
clear to me. Today these proven ideals
can be found at institutions of higher
education through ROTC programs in
all 50 States, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and Guam.

Without question, the country bene-
fits from this diversity of experience.
The U.S. service academies create
high-quality, professional officers, and
I am proud to nominate Vermonters to
them every year. Our military, how-
ever, cannot rely on leadership that
comes solely from a handful of institu-
tions, however excellent they are. For
100 years, ROTC has guaranteed an offi-
cer corps that better reflects the diver-
sity of America.

Few schools can boast a history as
long, rich, and relevant as Norwich
University. Always forward thinking,
in 1974, Norwich became one of the first

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

military colleges in the Nation to
admit women, beginning yet another
proud chapter in its history. Today the
school ranks among the top institu-
tions for education in the realm of
cyber security, an essential profes-
sional discipline nurtured early on
largely because of the forethought of
Norwich University personnel. I am
confident this trend of success will con-
tinue.

The faculty and staff at Norwich help
produce highly motivated, well-trained
graduates who are simply eager to
serve. Their role as educators and men-
tors creates connections that last
throughout the military and civilian
careers of graduates and, in turn, fos-
ters a powerful alumni connection that
brings even more experience and wis-
dom to the next generation of students.

Vermonters take great pride in their
educational institutions, and Norwich
University is no exception. Students
arrive from around the Nation to study
in both corps of cadets and traditional
capacities. They develop essential aca-
demic and professional skills often
while simultaneously fulfilling ROTC
obligations that prepare them for fu-
ture military service. Norwich, like the
274 other institutions supporting ROTC
programs, demands and develops excel-
lence in its commissioning-track stu-
dent body.

I would like to recognize Norwich
University, the birthplace of the ROTC,
for its role in initiating a program that
has enjoyed a century of success. I am
confident that Alden Partridge’s dream
will continue to be realized at colleges
and universities throughout the Nation
as future generations of ROTC officers
are produced and charged with the task
of ensuring our Nation’s success.

————

SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE EX-
ECUTIVE SESSION ON INNOVA-
TION AGENDA

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that a copy of
my remarks at the Senate Health Com-
mittee’s third executive session on its
biomedical innovation agenda be print-
ed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE
SESSION ON INNOVATION AGENDA

This is our third and final markup of legis-
lation that is part of our innovation, or
“‘cures,” agenda—that is, our effort to take
advantage of this exciting time in science
and enable safe treatments, drugs, and de-
vices to reach patients more quickly.

Today’s markup completes action on about
50 bipartisan proposals this committee has
been working on for more than a year—with
10 hearings, five staff working groups that
have held more than 100 meetings. When we
are finished today, these proposals will to-
gether form a companion to 21st Century
Cures Act, which passed the House 344-77 last
year, and a vehicle for the president’s Preci-
sion Medicine Initiative and Cancer Moon-
shot.

If we succeed, this will be the most impor-
tant bill signed into law this year.
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Why do I say that?

Here’s one reason: 6-year-old Californian
Rylie Rahall, diagnosed with a genetic dis-
order called Ataxia-Telangiectasia or A-T,
so rare—according to NIH—that it affects be-
tween 1 out of 40,000 and 1 out of 100,000.

A bill we’re voting on today will support
the president’s Precision Medicine Initiative
to map 1 million genomes to help researchers
tailor treatments to genetic variations and
find cures for diseases, including rare dis-
eases like A-T, and help children like Rylie.

Rylie’s mom, Erica, says:

“At the time Rylie was diagnosed, I felt
more helpless than hopeful. . . . There are no
drugs. There is no cure. There is nothing to
stop this disease and nothing you can do to
save your child. . . . Five years later all of
that is changing. There is more research
than ever happening. We are closer than ever
to clinical trials . . . Hopeful.”

Here’s another reason:

In a floor speech in 2013, Senator Isakson
talked about battling a superbug, an infec-
tion that runs out of control and resists
treatment by common antibiotics. We are
voting today on a bill by senators Hatch and
Bennet to shorten the development of treat-
ments for superbugs.

And another reason: A 2012 bill sponsored
by Senators Burr, Bennet, and Hatch to ex-
pedite the FDA review process for break-
through drugs has been very successful, lead-
ing to 118 drugs designated as breakthrough,
including 39 approvals, including the first
drug ever to actually cure some forms of
Cystic Fibrosis. This committee passed simi-
lar legislation in March for breakthrough de-
vices.

One more reason: we’ve heard from doctors
that they spend half their time on paper-
work, and from patients who lug boxes of
medical records from appointment to ap-
pointment. This committee unanimously
passed legislation to reduce the documenta-
tion burden and improve the flow of informa-
tion so doctors can spend more time with pa-
tients, and patients can have easier access to
their health information.

This committee has passed—by voice vote
or with overwhelming support—14 bills made
up of 30 bipartisan proposals; bills that will
mean better pacemakers for Americans with
heart conditions, better rehabilitation for
stroke victims, more young researchers en-
tering the medical field, and better access
for doctors to their patients’ medical
records.

By the time we finish today, 16 of this
committee’s 22 members will have sponsored
one of these bills. Some have sponsored sev-
eral.

Today we are voting on five bills:

A Dbill by Senator Murray and myself to
help the FDA and the NIH attract and retain
top talent, which Dr. Collins and Dr. Califf
say is their top priority.

The bill by Sens. Hatch and Bennet to
shorten the development time for superbug
treatments.

The bill by Senator Murray and myself to
support the president’s Precision Medicine
Initiative, to map 1 million genomes and
make the information available to research-
ers who will share their research.

A bill by Senator Collins, Kirk, Baldwin,
Murray, and myself that requires NIH to sub-
mit a strategic plan to Congress; and ensures
that scientists are including women and mi-
norities in their research.

A bill by Senator Murray and myself to
allow NIH researchers to spend more time
finding lifesaving treatments and cures and
less time on paperwork.

I look forward to moving these bills to the
floor.

Senator Murray and I are making progress
on an ‘“NIH Innovation Fund’” to provide a
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one-time funding surge for NIH priorities in-
cluding: Precision Medicine, Cancer Moon-
shot, the Brain Initiative, Young Investi-
gator Corps, and Big Biothink Awards.

With its 21st Century Cures Act, the House
voted 344 to 77 to provide $8.8 billion in paid-
for mandatory funding to support such NIH
priorities. We continue working on finding
an amount that the House will agree to and
the president will sign that we can respon-
sibly pay for in a bipartisan way. We have
consulted with Senator Hatch, the chairman
of the Senate Finance Committee. I dis-
cussed it with Senator Wyden in a meeting
with Secretary Burwell. And I've talked with
a number of committee members. I hope
we’ll be able to share an agreement with
committee members soon.

I would like to take the proposals we’ve
passed here, along with a bipartisan agree-
ment on the NIH Innovation Fund with Sen-
ator Murray, and put them in Senator Mc-
Connell’s hands as the Senate’s contribution
to a 21 Century Cures Act.

We’ll have an opportunity for more debate
on the floor, including:

On a proposal by Senators Kirk, Manchin,
and Collins to create a first-time conditional
approval for regenerative medicine treat-
ments.

Improving monitoring of medical devices.
Senator Murray strongly urged this and it is
a top priority for Dr. Califf.

The issue of lab developed tests, which are
vitally important to get right to ensure pre-
cision medicine and cancer moonshot are a
success.

Last year, the most important bill signed
into law fixed No Child Left Behind and af-
fected 50 million children in 100,000 schools.

This year, I believe the most important
bill will take advantage of this exciting time
in science to improve the health of virtually
every American.

The House of Representatives has done its
job by a margin of 344 to 77.

The president has proposed his initiatives.

I'm hopeful we can take this to the Senate
floor, conference with the House, and send a
bill to the president.

Sometimes we get caught up in bill num-
bers and sections, but as we finish our work,
we ought to focus on people, like Rylie
Rahall, or on Douglas Oliver, a Nashville
resident who as recently as August was le-
gally blind due to an incurable form of
macular degeneration, but who, after partici-
pating in a clinical trial where doctors in-
jected stem cells from his hip into his eye,
now has perfect enough vision to read about
what we’re doing here in the HELP com-
mittee and sends us emails about his experi-
ence to help improve our work.

————

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’
RIGHTS WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
this week we commemorate National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week, which
began this past Sunday and concludes
this Saturday, April 16, 2016. For the
over 20 million people in the United
States who become crime victims each
year, this week offers an opportunity
for Congress, the Department of Jus-
tice, as well as State and local law en-
forcement, communities, and service
providers across the country to pub-
licly proclaim our support for crime
victims and survivors.

The physical, emotional, and psycho-
logical impact that crime causes for
the victims and their loved ones can
prove devastating. Crime wreaks havoc
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on our communities. Given these hard-
ships, we must do all we can to support
and protect survivors by holding their
perpetrators accountable and ensuring
that all victims are treated with dig-
nity, fairness, and respect. We can ac-
complish this aim, at least in part, by
recognizing the critical position that
victims hold within the criminal jus-
tice process.

The theme for this year’s National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week is ‘‘Serv-
ing Victims; Building Trust; Restoring
Hope.” In keeping with that spirit, I
want to recognize and thank the count-
less professional and volunteer victim
advocates and service providers. Your
dedication and commitment to our
moms and dads, brothers and sisters,
and daughters and sons, often during
their time of greatest need, is truly
profound. Thank you, thank you, for
being that solid ground and strong
shoulder supporting our fellow Ameri-
cans as they fight for justice and to
once again become whole.

To the millions of victims and sur-
vivors, you are not alone, and you have
not been silenced. We hear you and
pledge to do all we can to support you
through your recovery. As the Senate
Judiciary Committee continues to
combat the scourge of crime through
legislation and oversight, we will con-
tinue to both acknowledge and honor
the needs and rights of victims and sur-
vivors.

———

HOW TRADE MADE AMERICA
GREAT

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President,
it was while a Yale undergraduate that
Fred Smith received a C-plus for his
paper outlining a plan to buy large air-
planes that would carry packages over-
night. This plan a few years later be-
came Federal Express, now FedEx, a
global courier delivery services com-
pany with nearly $50 billion in reve-
nues and more than 340,000 employees.
FedEx has become a leading worldwide
economic indicator all by itself and
one of our country’s great success sto-
ries. Mr. Smith not only founded the
company, but today still is CEO and
Chairman.

Fred Smith’s address should be re-
quired reading on all college campuses,
as well as for all others who may have
forgotten the remarkable contribution
trade has made to prosperity not only
for our country, but for hundreds of
millions worldwide. There is no doubt
that globalization and technology have
improved living conditions in our coun-
try, but they have also bred uncer-
tainty and sometimes fear. For many
Americans, the cheaper goods we buy
from overseas and the salaries we make
from selling goods overseas come with
dislocations that make it harder for
Americans to find jobs and provide for
their families.

Added to that are actions by some of
our trading partners—Japan in the
1980s and China more recently—that
abuse the trade relationship and turn
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free trade into unfair trade. Neverthe-
less, before we turn our backs on or
significantly change our national pol-
icy of encouraging freer trade with
other countries, we would be wise to
read Mr. Smith’s account of the bene-
fits of trade to the average American
family during the last 50 years—and
also to be reminded of the devastation
that restrictions on trade caused dur-
ing the 1930s when those restrictions
helped lead to the Great Depression.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD an article by
Fred Smith from the Wall Street Jour-
nal.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Wall Street Journal, Mar. 25, 2016]
HOW TRADE MADE AMERICA GREAT
(By Frederick W. Smith)

During our years at Yale, the world was a
different place. Foreign travel was exotic,
expensive and rare among the population as
a whole. While some young Americans had
been abroad, by far most Americans had
not—and those who did go abroad most like-
ly traveled by sea rather than air. In the
early 1960s, flying over the oceans was main-
ly for the affluent.

Long-distance telephone calls were expen-
sive, international calls prohibitively so.
From furniture to TVs and appliances, and
especially automobiles, American brands
dominated consumer spending in this coun-
try. We had just a glimpse of the world to
come with the proliferating iconic Volks-
wagen Beetles and the amazingly small Sony
portable transistor radios.

These imported products in the U.S. rep-
resented a global political vision that pre-
dated World War II. In the early 1930s, Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Secretary of State
Cordell Hull believed in liberalized trade as a
path to world peace and cooperation. With
strong administration support, Congress in
1934 passed the Trade Agreement Act, which
allowed Hull to negotiate reciprocal trade
treaties with numerous countries, lowering
tariffs and stimulating trade.

This liberalization reversed the epitome of
U.S. protectionism, the disastrous Smoot-
Hawley Tariff Act of 1930, which contributed
to a staggering 66% decline in world trade
between 1929 and 1934. Integral to Hull’s vi-
sion was the 1947 General Agreement on
Trade and Tariffs (GATT), which was signed
by 23 countries and committed the U.S. to
steadily liberalizing world trade. A central
pillar of American postwar policy was entic-
ing producers from around the world with ac-
cess to the giant U.S. market.

The devastation of Europe and Japan and
the emergence of Cold War adversaries pro-
vided even greater impetus to the opening of
American markets, under the protection of
the U.S. Navy and the umbrella of various
global alliances like NATO. In April 1966
Malcolm McLean launched his first inter-
national Sea-Land container operation be-
tween New York and Rotterdam. McLean’s
shipping-container revolution cut the cost of
seaborne trade by a factor of 50 versus loose-
cargo stevedoring.

That same month, Juan Trippe (Yale ’21)
at Pan Am ordered 25 revolutionary jumbo
747 widebody Boeing airplanes equipped with
equally leading-edge Pratt & Whitney high-
bypass fanjets. When the passenger version
of the 747 entered service in 1969, it was two-
and-a-half times bigger than the Boeing 707
that had pioneered jet travel. The jumbo jet
cut overseas travel costs by 70%.
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