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Shelf revenue sharing arrangements estab-
lished under the Gulf of Mexico Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2006 for the creation of a recur-
ring funding stream in support of Louisi-
ana’s coastal program; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-143. A petition by a citizen from the
State of Texas urging the United States Con-
gress to propose, for ratification by special
conventions held within the individual
states, an amendment to the United States
Constitution which would clarify that any
agreement arrived at between the President
of the United States and any foreign govern-
ment or governments constitutes a ‘‘treaty’’
thereby necessitating a two-thirds affirma-
tive vote of ‘‘concurrence” by the United
States Senate as provided in Article II, Sec-
tion 2, Clause 2 of the Constitution; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Elizabeth J. Drake, of Maryland, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of Inter-
national Trade.

Jennifer Choe Groves, of Virginia, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of Inter-
national Trade.

Gary Stephen Katzmann, of Massachu-
setts, to be a Judge of the United States
Court of International Trade.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2758. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to remove consideration
of certain pain-related issues from calcula-
tions under the Medicare hospital value-
based purchasing program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. ERNST (for herself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Ms. AYOTTE, and Ms. WARREN):

S. 2759. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a nonrefundable
credit for working family caregivers; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 2760. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to address certain issues related to
the extension of consumer credit, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. WARREN:

S. 2761. A bill to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Aviation Administration to
improve the process for establishing and re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

vising flight paths and procedures, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce , Science, and Transportation.
By Mr. COATS (for himself and Mr.
BARRASSO):

S. 2762. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for full recap-
ture of the refundable credit for coverage
under a qualified health plan in the case of
individuals who are not lawfully present in
the United States or who are incarcerated;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2763. A bill to provide the victims of Hol-
ocaust-era persecution and their heirs a fair
opportunity to recover works of art con-
fiscated or misappropriated by the Nazis; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 2764. A bill to require the disclosure of
information relating to cyberattacks on air-
craft systems and maintenance and ground
support systems for aircraft, to identify and
address cybersecurity vulnerabilities to the
United States commercial aviation system,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLI-

BRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2765. A bill to provide for the overall
health and well-being of young people, in-
cluding the promotion of comprehensive sex-
ual health and healthy relationships, the re-
duction of unintended pregnancy and sexu-
ally transmitted infections (STIs), including
HIV, and the prevention of dating violence
and sexual assault, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:

S. 2766. A bill to strengthen penalties for
tax return identity thieves, establish en-
hanced sentences for crimes against vulner-
able and frequently targeted victims, clarify
the state of mind proof requirement in iden-
tity theft prosecutions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
PETERS, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 2767. A bill to provide that service of the
members of the organization known as the
United States Cadet Nurse Corps during
World War II constituted active military
service for purposes of laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 2768. A Dbill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to update a program
to provide assistance for the planning, de-
sign, and construction of treatment works to
intercept, transport, control, or treat munic-
ipal combined sewer overflows and sanitary
sewer overflows, and to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to update certain guidance used to
develop and determine the financial capa-
bility of communities to implement clean
water infrastructure programs; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. WARREN):

S. 2769. A bill to require the Federal Avia-
tion Administration to establish minimum
standards for space for passengers on pas-
senger aircraft; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. PERDUE):

S. Res. 416. A resolution recognizing the
contributions of Hawaii to the culinary her-
itage of the United States and designating
the week beginning on June 12, 2016, as ‘‘Na-
tional Hawaiian Food Week” ; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 185
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 185, a bill to create a lim-
ited population pathway for approval
of certain antibacterial drugs.
S. 386
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of S. 386, a bill to limit the
authority of States to tax certain in-
come of employees for employment du-
ties performed in other States.
S. 301
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
391, a bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to
form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, or to refrain from such activi-
ties.
S. 689
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 689, a bill to provide protec-
tions for certain sports medicine pro-
fessionals who provide certain medical
services in a secondary State.
S. 849
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 849, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for systematic data collection and
analysis and epidemiological research
regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Par-
kinson’s disease, and other neuro-
logical diseases.
S. 857
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 857, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
for coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram of an initial comprehensive care
plan for Medicare beneficiaries newly
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementias, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 860
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 860, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the
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estate and generation-skipping transfer
taxes, and for other purposes.
S. 901
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
901, a bill to establish in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs a national
center for research on the diagnosis
and treatment of health conditions of
the descendants of veterans exposed to
toxic substances during service in the
Armed Forces that are related to that
exposure, to establish an advisory
board on such health conditions, and
for other purposes.
S. 1205
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1205, a bill to designate the
same individual serving as the Chief
Nurse Officer of the Public Health
Service as the National Nurse for Pub-
lic Health.
S. 1333
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1333, a bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to exclude cannabidiol
and cannabidiol-rich plants from the
definition of marihuana, and for other
purposes.
S. 1562
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1562, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1567, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to provide for a
review of the characterization or terms
of discharge from the Armed Forces of
individuals with mental health dis-
orders alleged to affect terms of dis-
charge.
S. 1775
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1775, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Homeland Security to ac-
cept additional documentation when
considering the application for vet-
erans status of an individual who per-
formed service as a coastwise merchant
seaman during World War II, and for
other purposes.
S. 1883
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1883, a bill to maximize discovery,
and accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer
treatments, and for other purposes.
S. 1895
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
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FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1895, a bill to amend the Radiation Ex-
posure Compensation Act for purposes
of making claims under such Act based
on exposure to atmospheric nuclear
testing.
S. 2067
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2067, a bill to establish
EUREKA Prize Competitions to accel-
erate discovery and development of dis-
ease-modifying, preventive, or curative
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementia, to encourage efforts
to enhance detection and diagnosis of
such diseases, or to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of care of individuals
with such diseases.
S. 2125
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2125, a bill to make the Commu-
nity Advantage Pilot Program of the
Small Business Administration perma-
nent, and for other purposes.
S. 2173
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2173, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to mental health services
under the Medicare program.
S. 2236
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2236, a bill to provide that silencers be
treated the same as long guns.
S. 2289
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2289, a bill to modernize
and improve the Family Unification
Program, and for other purposes.
S. 2441
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2441, a bill to provide that certain
Cuban entrants are ineligible to re-
ceive refugee assistance, and for other
purposes.
S. 2467
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2467, a bill to reduce
health care-associated infections and
improve antibiotic stewardship
through enhanced data collection and
reporting, the implementation of
State-based quality improvement ef-
forts, and improvements in provider
education in patient safety, and for
other purposes.
S. 2494
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2494, a bill to amend the Federal
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Power Act to provide that any inaction
by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission that allows a rate change
to go into effect shall be treated as an
order by the Commission for purposes
of rehearing and court review.
S. 2536
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 25636, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to issue a notice of proposed
rulemaking regarding the inclusion in
aircraft medical kits of medications
and equipment to meet the emergency
medical needs of children.
S. 2540
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-
KULSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2540, a bill to provide access to counsel
for unaccompanied children and other
vulnerable populations.
S. 2649
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2649, a bill to modify the treatment of
the costs of health care furnished
under section 101 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 to veterans covered by health-plan
contracts.
S. 2650
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2650, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross
income any prizes or awards won in
competition in the Olympic Games or
the Paralympic Games.
S. 2694
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2694, a bill to ensure America’s
law enforcement officers have access to
lifesaving equipment needed to defend
themselves and civilians from attacks
by terrorists and violent criminals.
S. 2725
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2725, a bill to impose
sanctions with respect to the ballistic
missile program of Iran, and for other
purposes.
S. 2730
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2730, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the 23rd Headquarters
Special Troops, known as the ‘‘Ghost
Army”’, collectively, in recognition of
its unique and incredible service during
World War II.
S. 2736
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2736, a bill to improve access
to durable medical equipment for Medi-
care beneficiaries under the Medicare
program, and for other purposes.
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S. 2746
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2746, a bill to establish var-
ious prohibitions regarding the trans-
fer or release of individuals detained at
United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, and with respect to
United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, and for other purposes.
S. 2752
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2752, a bill to prohibit the
facilitation of certain financial trans-
actions involving the Government of
Iran or Iranian persons and to impose
sanctions with respect to the facilita-
tion of those transactions, and for
other purposes.
S. 2755
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2755, a bill to provide Capitol-
flown flags to the immediate family of
firefighters, law enforcement officers,
members of rescue squads or ambu-
lance crews, and public safety officers
who are killed in the line of duty.
S.J. RES. 27
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 27, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Secretary of Agriculture
relating to inspection of fish of the
order Siluriformes.
S. RES. 349
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 349, a resolution congratulating
the Farm Credit System on the cele-
bration of its 100th anniversary.
AMENDMENT NO. 3482
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3482 proposed to
H.R. 636, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently
extend increased expensing limita-
tions, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3485
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3485 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 636, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend increased expensing
limitations, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3490
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3490 proposed to H.R. 636, a bill to
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amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to permanently extend increased
expensing limitations, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3492
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3492 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 636, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend increased expensing
limitations, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3493
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3493 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 636, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend increased expensing
limitations, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3500
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3500 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 636, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend increased expensing
limitations, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3508
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3508 proposed to H.R.
636, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently ex-
tend increased expensing limitations,
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3516
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 3516 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 636, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
permanently extend increased expens-
ing limitations, and for other purposes.

—————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself,
Mr. UDALL, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.

WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.

BOOKER, and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 2760. A bill to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to address certain issues
related to the extension of consumer
credit, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, an
American historian, James Truslow
Adams, wrote a book in 1931 entitled
“The Epic of America,” and in this
book he coined the term the ‘‘Amer-
ican dream.” He went on to say this:
“BEver since we have become an inde-
pendent nation, each generation has
seen an uprising of the ordinary Ameri-

S1811

cans to save that dream from the
forces which appeared to be over-
whelming and dispelling it.”

One of those forces that has been
overwhelming the effort of middle-
class, hard-working Americans to be
successful is predatory lending. Today
I am specifically rising to discuss the
introduction of the SAFE Lending Act.
SAFE stands for stopping abuse and
fraud in electronic lending.

The focus of this is short-term, high-
interest loans, often referred to as
“payday’’ loans. These loans often have
interest rates of 300 percent, 400 per-
cent, 500 percent. The debt a family has
with one of those loans just grows and
grows and grows. Consider this: If you
take out $1,000 today, a year from now,
at 500 percent interest, you owe $5,000.
In 2 years you owe $25,000—an impos-
sible sum for a family of modest
means. So these payday loans pull fam-
ilies into a vortex of debt from which
they cannot escape, and this vortex de-
stroys them financially. These are
huge consequences for the parents, cer-
tainly, but huge consequences for the
children. It does a tremendous amount
of damage to American families. This
is why many major religions in the
world have come out over time—over
thousands a year—and said high-inter-
est lending destroys and shouldn’t be
done, but here we have it, right here in
America.

Many States, including my State of
Oregon, have worked to end this vortex
of debt. They have put a cap on the in-
terest rate. They have stopped the
every-2-week rollovers, and so they
have returned, if you will, small-dollar
lending to being an affordable instru-
ment that doesn’t destroy families.
These tough State laws are under as-
sault by new tactics of the payday loan
industry, and we need to address those
new tactics.

Specifically, the industry is starting
to use an instrument called remotely
created checks. How does this work?
Let’s say you have your bank account
and you take out a payday loan. The
dollars are put into your bank account,
and you think they are going to stay
there, but now this online payday loan
company—and who knows where in the
world these people really are; they may
be overseas in any remote location, ex-
tremely difficult to find, extremely dif-
ficult to enforce our laws—has your
bank account number, and that is all
they need to write a check to them-
selves to withdraw the money from
your account and put it in their ac-
count, an account that is likely to be
so remotely located no one can enforce
the State laws.

In other words—let me say this
again—the payday lender, once they
have your checking account number,
can reach into your account without
your permission and take your money
out; thereby, having the ability to by-
pass the State laws. An Oregon law
may say if you have interest rates over
those established by Oregon law your
loan is uncollectible; that it is illegal
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