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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 28, 2016, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable SUSAN 
M. COLLINS, a Senator from the State 
of Maine. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, the superintendent of 

life’s seasons, thank You for the gift of 
this day. 

Lord, the paralyzing snow reminds us 
that to everything there is a season, a 
time for every matter and purpose 
under Heaven. Give our lawmakers the 
wisdom to seize the opportunities of 
the myriad seasons. May it never be 
said about their labors that the harvest 
has past but the work has been left un-
done. Lord, inspire them to seize the 
seasons of planting and reaping, of re-
moving and building, of speaking and 
listening, of weeping and laughing, of 
dividing and uniting, of scattering and 
gathering. May the opportunities pro-
vided in this season enable our Sen-
ators to be Your ambassadors on Earth. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 26, 2016. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable SUSAN M. COLLINS, a 
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. COLLINS thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alaska is rec-
ognized. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2464 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I understand there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2464) to implement equal protec-
tion under the 14th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States for the right 
to life of each born and preborn human per-
son. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
in order to place the bill on the cal-
endar under the provisions of rule XIV, 
I object to further proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for today with respect to the consider-
ation of S. 2012 and the nomination in 
executive session be modified for to-
morrow’s session as follows: consider-
ation of S. 2012 be for debate only until 
2:15 p.m.; and that at 5:15 p.m. the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider calendar No. 306 as under the pre-
vious order. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Hearing none, it is so ordered. 
f 

BLIZZARD OF 2016 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
before I complete the following close-
out here, I want to make a comment 
this morning. What we have just done 
is move consideration of the energy 
bill—the Energy Policy Modernization 
Act—from today to tomorrow. It is a 
little bit unusual, but given what we 
have seen here, not only in Wash-
ington, DC, but all around the East 
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Coast with the weather, the blizzard of 
2016, it is understandable that we would 
allow for a period of time for our col-
leagues to return to the U.S. Senate. 

I think it is more than an under-
statement to say that it has been chal-
lenging to travel, challenging to move. 
I think it is worth noting, however, 
that the Acting President pro tempore, 
the Senator from Maine, and myself, 
the Senator from Alaska—both kind of 
the bookends of the country, arctic 
States, if you will; certainly Alaska is, 
and Maine is right up there—are here 
braving the elements. 

I might also note for a little histor-
ical perspective that as we convene 
this morning, and you look around the 
Chamber, the Acting President pro 
tempore is female, our Parliamen-
tarian and all of our clerks are female, 
our floor managers are female, and all 
of our pages are female. This was not 
orchestrated in any way, shape or 
form. We came in this morning, looked 
around and thought: something is dif-
ferent this morning—different in a 
good way, I might add. But something 
is genuinely different, and I think it is 
genuinely fabulous. Perhaps it speaks 
to the hardiness of women who put on 
their boots and put on their hat and 
get out and slog through the mess that 
is out there. 

I don’t know about you all, but I 
spent a good portion of my weekend 
shoveling. I feel stronger today, but I 
am ready to be back at work where it 
is a little less rigorous. It has been an 
interesting weekend with, again, the 
extent of the blizzard. I have been 
asked numerous times: Well, this must 
just be a normal day for you in Alaska. 
We haven’t had the snow that we would 
like back home. In fact, we got as 
much snowfall here in the D.C. metro-
politan area as Anchorage, my home-
town, has had accumulated over the 
course of this season. 

We have been feeling a little left out 
of the weather events. I was looking at 
Facebook over the weekend. There is 
one post out there that I thought was 
pretty Alaskan. It said: ‘‘Not to be out-
done in winter, #Alaska sees East 
Coast blizzard and raises it with major 
#earthquake.’’ 

We had a little bit of excitement 
back home with a 7.1 earthquake. But 
the good news for us throughout the 
State is that while it certainly got ev-
eryone’s attention at 1 o’clock in the 
morning, it did not cause significant 
damage. We are thankful for that. 

We are also thankful that as we are 
digging out of the snowstorms here and 
throughout the East, people are mak-
ing it through. But our thoughts and 
our prayers are for those who have suf-
fered as a consequence of this weather- 
related tragedy in many, many cases. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID GRANNIS 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
today I wish to pay tribute and offer 
my heartfelt thanks to one of my most 
trusted advisers, David Grannis. David 

has served me on the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence for over a 
decade, beginning as my designee in 
March of 2005, then as my staff director 
from January of 2009 when I took over 
as chairman of the Committee. Over 
this decade, I have grown to trust his 
expertise and advice on all aspects of 
our oversight of the Intelligence Com-
munity and to rely on David’s keen 
abilities to manage the committee in a 
fair and bipartisan manner, while shep-
herding through some of the Nation’s 
most important and sometimes con-
troversial legislation. 

Prior to joining the Intelligence 
Committee in 2005, David worked on 
the House Select Committee on Home-
land Security and was the senior policy 
adviser to Representative Jane Harman 
on matters of national security. Before 
coming to Congress, David worked for 2 
years at the National Research Coun-
cil’s Board on Chemical Sciences and 
Technology on projects studying the 
ability to make explosives more de-
tectable and identifiable. He has a mas-
ter’s of public policy from the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity, where he worked for now-Sec-
retary of Defense Ash Carter, who I un-
derstand recommended him to Rep-
resentative Harman. David is a proven 
expert on both process and substance, 
which I am certain he developed by ap-
plying his characteristic analytic ap-
proach to everything, a skill he devel-
oped while a student in chemistry at 
Cornell University. 

David’s accomplishments on the In-
telligence Committee are extensive, so 
I will mention only a few of the high-
lights today. As staff director, David 
played a central role in assisting and 
guiding me and the committee through 
all stages of the committee’s study of 
the CIA’s detention and interrogation 
program, where a deft hand was re-
quired to negotiate numerous aspects 
of the review with the CIA and the ad-
ministration. He played a significant 
role in prodding the administration to 
provide information and access to 
critically important material. He 
worked with the committee study team 
to declassify and secure release of a 
500-page executive summary of the full 
6,700-page report, a process that re-
quired months of excruciatingly de-
tailed negotiations. The report is be-
lieved to be the largest review in con-
gressional history. After the release of 
the declassified summary, David helped 
me and Senator MCCAIN draft and pass 
legislation that will help ensure these 
types of harsh interrogation techniques 
will never be used again by the CIA or 
any other agency or representative of 
the U.S. Government. 

David also managed the bipartisan 
committee staff as it helped pass seven 
straight intelligence authorization 
bills from 2009 to the most recent one, 
which was signed by the President last 
month under the leadership of Chair-
man BURR. This effort, which helps en-
sure proper oversight of the intel-
ligence community, was a significant 

achievement as no legislative guidance 
had been provided to the intelligence 
community during the previous 5 years 
prior to 2009. I thank David for leading 
the staff development of these bills and 
helping to successfully push them 
through Senate passage to bring them 
to the President’s desk. 

Another recent significant accom-
plishment in which David’s steady 
hand and expert advice helped achieve 
success is his work on the Cybersecu-
rity Information Sharing Act of 2015. 
This act, which was signed by the 
President last month, will help this 
Nation defend itself from cyber attacks 
by encouraging increased information 
sharing on cyber intrusions between 
private industry and the government. 

As staff director, David also oversaw 
the completion of two important com-
mittee reviews. The first one was a 
committee report on the 2009 Christ-
mas Day attempted bombing of flight 
253 over Detroit, and the second one 
was a bipartisan report on the 2012 
Benghazi attacks. Each unflinchingly 
laid out the facts and helped determine 
what changes should be made as an ap-
propriate response. David also worked 
to improve oversight of counterterror-
ism operations that helped assure the 
American public that Congress knew 
the details of what was being done by 
the executive branch, as well as pro-
vided recommendations for improve-
ments. 

In 2007, David worked on the commit-
tee’s investigation into prewar intel-
ligence regarding Iraq. David served as 
the co-lead for the committee’s sixth 
and final report on this topic, which 
dealt with the subject of prewar state-
ments by senior policymakers. This 
was an important and sensitive sub-
ject, and David and his staff colleagues 
handled it with objectivity and profes-
sionalism. The report, approved by a 
bipartisan majority of the committee 
in June 2008, helped resolve a number 
of important questions regarding the 
run-up to the Iraq War. The great work 
that David and his colleagues did on 
this project ensured that the public fi-
nally received the facts and helped con-
clude what had at times been a conten-
tious chapter in the committee’s his-
tory. 

I also want to echo many of the com-
ments that our committee staff has 
made about David including one that 
was passed onto me where a colleague 
said that he ‘‘has been the rock upon 
which the staff’s foundation is built.’’ 
He has been a solid and stable leader 
that has provided the confidence that 
the staff needs to flourish. David’s in-
tellect and knowledge of the intel-
ligence community and his commu-
nication skills in conveying that 
knowledge to committee members has 
gained him the respect and admiration 
of the entire committee. Finally, his 
demeanor and behavior in dealing with 
people, both inside and outside the 
committee, on both sides of the aisle 
and in both bodies of Congress, as well 
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