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the protections provided to members of the 
uniformed services and their families, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 2720. A bill to require the Securities and 
Exchange Commission to amend certain reg-
ulations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
SANDERS): 

S. 2721. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to credit individuals serv-
ing as caregivers of dependent relatives with 
deemed wages for up to five years of such 
service; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 2722. A bill to amend the Home Owners’ 
Loan Act to allow Federal savings associa-
tions to elect to operate as national banks, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2723. A bill to amend the Congressional 
Accountability Act of 1995 to apply whistle-
blower protections available to certain exec-
utive branch employees to legislative branch 
employees, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. LEE, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 2724. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, with respect to the judicial re-
view of agency interpretations of statutory 
and regulatory provisions; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. KIRK, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. RISCH, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 2725. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the ballistic missile program of 
Iran, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. RUBIO, 
Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. COATS, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 2726. A bill to hold Iran accountable for 
its state sponsorship of terrorism and other 
threatening activities and for its human 
rights abuses, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 2727. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to allow preservation 
leasing as a form of compensatory mitiga-
tion for discharges of dredged or fill material 
affecting State or Indian land, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN: 
S. 2728. A bill to facilitate the import of 

marine mammal products into the United 
States by Alaska Natives; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 

S. 2729. A bill to require full spending of 
the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, provide 
for expanded uses of the Fund, and prevent 
cargo diversion, and for other purposes; to 

the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 2730. A bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 23rd Headquarters Special 
Troops, known as the ‘‘Ghost Army’’, collec-
tively, in recognition of its unique and in-
credible service during World War II; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 2731. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to carry out a land exchange in-
volving land within the boundary of the Cape 
Cod National Seashore, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 2732. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to exempt Indian 
tribes from compensatory mitigation re-
quirements in connection with certain dis-
charges of dredged or fill material, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. GARD-
NER, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 2733. A bill to ensure that venue in pat-
ents cases is fair and proper, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
S. 2734. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to extend the exclusion of 
gain or loss from the sale or exchange of cer-
tain brownfield sites from unrelated business 
taxable income, and to extend expensing of 
environmental remediation costs; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. 2735. A bill to strengthen the enforce-

ment of explosive materials prohibitions, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. BENNET, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. KING, 
and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2736. A bill to improve access to durable 
medical equipment for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. ROBERTS): 

S. 2737. A bill to improve medical device 
innovation; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 2738. A bill to amend the Lobbying Dis-

closure Act of 1995 to require the disclosure 
of political intelligence activities, to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to provide for 
restrictions on former officers, employees, 
and elected officials of the executive and leg-
islative branches regarding political intel-
ligence contacts, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 2739. A bill to provide for equitable com-
pensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indians of 
the Spokane Reservation for the use of tribal 
land for the production of hydropower by the 
Grand Coulee Dam, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. COONS, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BENNET, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Ms. WARREN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. CARPER, Mr. GARDNER, 
Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. Res. 403. A resolution designating the 
week beginning April 24, 2016 as ‘‘National 
Industrial Assessment Center Week’’ in cele-
bration of the 40th anniversary of Industrial 
Assessment Centers; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and 
Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 404. A resolution designating March 
2016 as ‘‘National Middle Level Education 
Month’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. Res. 405. A resolution designating Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania, as the site of the cen-
tennial commemoration of the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States, in coordination with Vision 2020; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 406. A resolution recognizing the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America 
on the 100th Anniversary of the Girl Scout 
Gold Award, the highest award in the Girl 
Scouts, which has stood for excellence and 
leadership for girls everywhere since 1916; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. BAR-
RASSO): 

S. Res. 407. A resolution congratulating the 
University of Wyoming men’s Nordic ski 
team for winning the 38th annual United 
States Collegiate Ski and Snowboard Asso-
ciation national championship; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. Res. 408. A resolution designating April 
2016 as ‘‘National Congenital Diaphragmatic 
Hernia Awareness Month’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
REED, Ms. WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mr. CARPER, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. Res. 409. A resolution recognizing March 
2016 as ‘‘National Women’s History Month’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. Con. Res. 34. A concurrent resolution 

providing for an adjournment of the House of 
Representatives; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 453 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 453, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
grants to States to streamline State 
requirements and procedures for vet-
erans with military emergency medical 
training to become civilian emergency 
medical technicians. 

S. 491 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
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(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 491, a bill to lift the trade 
embargo on Cuba. 

S. 774 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 774, a bill to amend the 
Federal Financial Institutions Exam-
ination Council Act of 1978 to improve 
the examination of depository institu-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 1082 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1082, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
removal or demotion of employees of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
based on performance or misconduct, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1208 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1208, a bill to amend title 
49, United States Code, to require gas 
pipeline facilities to accelerate the re-
pair, rehabilitation, and replacement 
of high-risk pipelines used in com-
merce, and for other purposes. 

S. 1209 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1209, a bill to establish 
State revolving loan funds to repair or 
replace natural gas distribution pipe-
lines. 

S. 1333 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1333, a bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act to exclude 
cannabidiol and cannabidiol-rich 
plants from the definition of mari-
huana, and for other purposes. 

S. 1383 
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1383, a bill to amend the Consumer 
Financial Protection Act of 2010 to sub-
ject the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection to the regular appropria-
tions process, and for other purposes. 

S. 1631 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

her name was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1631, a bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 and the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to modify certain provisions relat-
ing to multiemployer pensions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1890 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1890, a bill to amend chapter 90 of 
title 18, United States Code, to provide 
Federal jurisdiction for the theft of 
trade secrets, and for other purposes. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2085, a bill to clarify that 
nonprofit organizations such as Habi-
tat for Humanity may accept donated 
mortgage appraisals, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2102 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
COATS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2102, a bill to amend the Clayton Act 
and the Federal Trade Commission Act 
to provide that the Federal Trade Com-
mission shall exercise authority with 
respect to mergers only under the 
Clayton Act and only in the same pro-
cedural manner as the Attorney Gen-
eral exercises such authority. 

S. 2125 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2125, a bill to make the Commu-
nity Advantage Pilot Program of the 
Small Business Administration perma-
nent, and for other purposes. 

S. 2216 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2216, a bill to provide immunity from 
suit for certain individuals who dis-
close potential examples of financial 
exploitation of senior citizens, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2377 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Ms. WARREN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2377, a bill to defeat the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and pro-
tect and secure the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2390 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2390, a bill to provide adequate 
protections for whistleblowers at the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

S. 2437 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2437, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
burial of the cremated remains of per-
sons who served as Women’s Air Forces 
Service Pilots in Arlington National 
Cemetery, and for other purposes. 

S. 2494 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2494, a bill to amend the 
Federal Power Act to provide that any 
inaction by the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission that allows a rate 
change to go into effect shall be treat-
ed as an order by the Commission for 
purposes of rehearing and court review. 

S. 2502 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-

kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2502, a bill to amend the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 to ensure that retirement 
investors receive advice in their best 
interests, and for other purposes. 

S. 2505 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2505, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
ensure that retirement investors re-
ceive advice in their best interests, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2531 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2531, a bill to authorize State and local 
governments to divest from entities 
that engage in commerce-related or in-
vestment-related boycott, divestment, 
or sanctions activities targeting Israel, 
and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 
of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. BEN-
NET) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2531, supra. 

S. 2603 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2603, a bill to deny corporate average 
fuel economy credits obtained through 
a violation of law, establish an Air 
Quality Restoration Trust Fund within 
the Department of the Treasury, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2613 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2613, a bill to reauthorize certain 
programs established by the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act 
of 2006. 

S. 2630 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2630, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to require 
certain disclosures be included on em-
ployee pay stubs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2632 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2632, a bill to promote 
freedom, human rights, and the rule of 
law as part of United States-Vietnam 
relations and for other purposes. 

S. 2633 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2633, a bill to improve the ability 
of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
provide health care to veterans 
through non-Department health care 
providers, and for other purposes. 

S. 2646 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
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BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2646, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish the Veterans 
Choice Program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to improve health 
care provided to veterans by the De-
partment, and for other purposes. 

S. 2693 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2693, a bill to ensure the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission allo-
cates its resources appropriately by 
prioritizing complaints of discrimina-
tion before implementing the proposed 
revision of the employer information 
report EEO–1, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 383 

At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 383, a resolution 
recognizing the importance of the 
United States-Israel economic rela-
tionship and encouraging new areas of 
cooperation. 

S. RES. 391 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 391, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate to op-
pose the transfer of foreign enemy 
combatants from the detention facili-
ties at United States Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United 
States homeland. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 2706. A bill to promote innovative 

approaches to outdoor recreation on 
Federal land and to open up opportuni-
ties for collaboration with non-Federal 
partners, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, last sum-
mer, I set out on a tour of Oregon’s 
Seven Wonders to hear from Orego-
nians in every corner of the State 
about how to improve access to out-
door recreation. Recreation is a big 
economic multiplier for my State, and 
Oregonians are the true experts on— 
outdoor recreation—it is in our DNA. 

Oregon’s recreation and tourism 
economy generates an estimated $10 
billion a year in direct economic im-
pact for the state and supports more 
than 101,000 jobs—enough people essen-
tially to fill every seat in Autzen and 
Reser stadiums, home to the Univer-
sity of Oregon Ducks and Oregon State 
Beavers. Recreation supports commu-
nities and businesses large and small 
throughout urban and rural Oregon and 
can have astounding benefits on vet-
erans, youth, and seniors. 

Not only do you have outfitters and 
the crafts people who produce recre-

ation products, like canoes, kayaks, 
bikes, and fishing poles, recreation sup-
ports the broader travel and tourism 
industry including equipment retailers 
and gear shops. But the benefit doesn’t 
stop when the sun goes down. Then 
visitors go to the brewpubs and res-
taurants, and they stay overnight at 
the hotels and the motels. So what we 
need to do is ensure that recreation is 
a higher priority for the future so it 
can continue to boost economies large 
and small. 

Yet on my tour of Oregon’s Seven 
Wonders, I consistently heard one trou-
bling theme that’s yanking our recre-
ation economy’s potential back down 
to earth. Simply put, red tape is tying 
down the opportunities for Oregon 
recreation and tourism to lift off to 
even greater heights. Outfitters and 
guides must navigate confusing permit 
processes only to wait months or years 
for their permits to get approved, and 
outdoor enthusiasts searching for out-
door recreation opportunities often get 
lost in the paperwork before they ever 
hit the trails. 

That is why today I am introducing 
the Recreation Not Red-Tape, RNR, 
Act to ensure that recreation is a pri-
ority for Federal agencies and to cut 
the bureaucratic red tape in the recre-
ation permitting process to make ac-
cessing outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties easier and much more fun. I gath-
ered input from Oregonians who enjoy 
public lands, entrepreneurs in the out-
door travel and tourism industry, and 
community leaders from Oregon and 
across the Nation. The bill focuses on 
making sure everyone has easier access 
to the outdoors, recognizing and build-
ing on recreation as an economic driv-
er, and making the repair and manage-
ment of our recreational public lands 
easier. Additionally, the bill supports 
improving access to outdoor recreation 
for veterans, seniors, and youth. 

My friend and colleague, Representa-
tive EARL BLUMENAUER, is today intro-
ducing the House companion of the 
Recreation Not Red-Tape Act. The bill 
is supported by over 50 Oregon and na-
tional organizations, from American 
Alpine Club to Vet Voice. 

By Mr. COTTON: 
S. 2708. A bill to provide for the ad-

mission to the United States of up to 
10,000 Syrian religious minorities as 
refugees of special humanitarian con-
cern in each of the fiscal years 2016 
through 2020; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, 6 
months ago, a 12-year-old boy stood be-
fore a crowd in a Syrian village not far 
from Aleppo. This boy was Christian 
and standing above him were Islamic 
State terrorists holding knives. In the 
crowd was the boy’s father, a Christian 
minister. Methodically, the terrorists 
began cutting off the young boy’s fin-
gers. Amidst his screams, they turned 
to the minister, his father. If he re-
nounced his faith and in their terms re-
turned to Islam, his son’s suffering 

would stop. In the end, however, these 
ISIS terrorists killed the boy, killed 
his father, and killed two other Chris-
tians solely over the faith they pro-
fessed. They did so by crucifixion. 

In the time of Christ, the cross was 
not just a means of execution but a 
brutal and public warning to all. Be-
cause of Christ’s suffering, the cross 
was transformed into a revered symbol 
of His sacrifice and promise of salva-
tion, but today it is clear ISIS seeks to 
turn the cross once again into a mes-
sage of dread. 

Eight other Christians in the village 
that day were also killed. They were 
executed by public beheading, but not 
before ISIS barbarians raped the two 
women among the victims and forced 
the crowd to witness the atrocity. 

Today was the deadline set by law for 
Secretary of State Kerry to present 
Congress with an evaluation of the per-
secution of Christians, Yazidis, and 
other religious minorities in Syria and 
Iraq. I am heartened Secretary Kerry 
this morning took the needed step of 
declaring the systemic murder of reli-
gious minorities by ISIS what it plain-
ly is: genocide. 

The nature of these horrific crimes of 
ISIS has not been a secret. It is no se-
cret that the story of the torture and 
death of that 12-year-old Syrian boy, 
his minister father, and 10 other Chris-
tians is repeated many times over in 
different villages, with different vic-
tims of different religions throughout 
the region. It is no secret that hun-
dreds of thousands of religious minori-
ties in Syria and Iraq have been driven 
by war and violence from homes and 
lands they have held for generations. It 
is no secret ISIS terrorists have de-
stroyed Christian churches, desecrated 
holy ancient shrines, and dug up Chris-
tian graves and smashed their tomb-
stones. It is no secret bishops, priests, 
and other clerical leaders are being ab-
ducted and murdered. It is no secret 
ISIS terrorists capture Yazidi women 
and girls and lock them into a life of 
sexual slavery and repeated rape. Many 
of these victims choose to take their 
own lives, seeing suicide as their only 
escape amidst hopelessness and un-
imaginable suffering. It is no secret 
that thousands of Christians and other 
religious minorities have been system-
atically raped and tortured, beheaded, 
crucified, burned alive, and buried in 
mass graves, if buried at all. It is no se-
cret the word we should use to describe 
the whole of these atrocities—the word 
we must use—is ‘‘genocide.’’ 

The plain reality is that the Islamic 
State is seeking to eradicate Chris-
tians, Yazidis, Sabean-Mandeans, Jews, 
and other religious groups it sees as 
apostates and infidels. This is part of 
its fanatical focus on establishing a ca-
liphate first in the Middle East and 
eventually across the rest of the world. 

Christians, Yazidis, and others who 
have managed to find refuge have seen 
ISIS’s genocidal campaign firsthand. 
They can list name after name of miss-
ing family members—wives and daugh-
ters kidnapped into sexual slavery, 
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