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distinctive undergraduate liberal arts 
education for women and innovative 
programs for co-ed graduate study. 
President Fleming has decided to step 
down at the end of the semester after 
11 years of leadership at the College. 

Through her leadership, Converse 
College has seen unprecedented growth 
and extraordinary success. Ms. Flem-
ing has used her passion for the arts to 
make great strides at Converse, in 
Spartanburg and statewide. She is 
leaving quite a legacy in the endow-
ment growth of the school, her decision 
to cut tuition by 43 percent, and the re-
structuring of the college to make it 
more financially sound. 

President Fleming’s love and under-
standing of the arts community has 
also brought value to the students and 
faculty at Converse College, and she 
has personified what it means to lead. 
Her vigorous involvement in the col-
lege as well as at the local and State 
level are second to none, and she truly 
represents what it means to be an out-
standing leader, president, and trail-
blazer. 

It is with pride and honor we recog-
nize Ms. Betsy Fleming and her out-
standing achievements today and add 
her legacy to our March 17, 2016, CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. We will always re-
member her admiration for the arts, 
for Spartanburg, and above all for Con-
verse College.∑ 

f 

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF THE 
JENKINS INSTITUTE 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I would 
like to honor and congratulate the 
Daniel Joseph Jenkins Institute for 
Children in North Charleston on their 
125th anniversary. 

In 1891, the Jenkins Institute was 
founded as Jenkins Orphanage. In 1892, 
the institute was chartered by the 
State of South Carolina with the mis-
sion of providing a loving and secure 
home to many children, specifically or-
phans, in the community. 

The Jenkins Institute is an example 
of an organization that remains com-
mitted to the well-being of our commu-
nity. For 125 years, they have opened 
their door to orphan children, regard-
less of their race or socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

Today the institute continues to wel-
come those in need of a safe place to 
call home. They have shown tremen-
dous faith through works of charity, 
and their honorable legacy will forever 
be appreciated. I acknowledge with 
pleasure the Jenkins Institute’s influ-
ence in North Charleston and therefore 
recognize their service, dedication, and 
125 years rooted in love and faith. Be-
cause of places like the Daniel Joseph 
Jenkins Institute, our children will 
have a brighter future ahead of them.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a treaty which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:57 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4416. An act to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project. 

H.R. 4434. An act to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project. 

H.R. 4596. An act to ensure that small busi-
ness providers of broadband Internet access 
service can devote resources to broadband 
deployment rather than compliance with 
cumbersome regulatory requirements. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 10:59 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 2426. An act to direct the Secretary of 
State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International 
Criminal Police Organization, and for other 
purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. 1831) to establish the Commission 
on Evidence-Based Policymaking, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4416. An act to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 4434. An act to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 4596. An act to ensure that small busi-
ness providers of broadband Internet access 
service can devote resources to broadband 
deployment rather than compliance with 
cumbersome regulatory requirements; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, March 17, 2016, she had 
presented to the President of the 

United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 2426. An act to direct the Secretary of 
State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International 
Criminal Police Organization, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

Report to accompany S. 1177, An original 
bill to reauthorize the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 to ensure that 
every child achieves (Rept. No. 114–231). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. MCCAIN for the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

*Jennifer M. O’Connor, of Maryland, to be 
General Counsel of the Department of De-
fense. 

*Todd A. Weiler, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Defense. 

*Army nomination of Gen. Joseph L. 
Votel, to be General. 

*Army nomination of Lt. Gen. Raymond A. 
Thomas III, to be General. 

Army nominations beginning with Brig. 
Gen. Patrick D. Sargent and ending with 
Brig. Gen. Robert D. Tenhet, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Feb-
ruary 22, 2016. 

Army nominations beginning with Col. Jef-
frey J. Johnson and ending with Col. Ronald 
T. Stephens, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nominations beginning with Col. 
Dennis P. LeMaster and ending with Col. Mi-
chael J. Talley, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Michael K. 
Nagata, to be Lieutenant General. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Todd T. 
Semonite, to be Lieutenant General. 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
Col. Bradley S. James and ending with Col. 
Kurt W. Stein, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on February 25, 2016. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Austin S. 
Miller, to be Lieutenant General. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Armed Services I report 
favorably the following nomination 
lists which were printed in the RECORDs 
on the dates indicated, and ask unani-
mous consent, to save the expense of 
reprinting on the Executive Calendar 
that these nominations lie at the Sec-
retary’s desk for the information of 
Senators . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
James B. Anderson and ending with Hyral B. 
Walker, Jr., which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Air Force nominations beginning with Jer-
emy V. Bastian and ending with Christopher 
A. Watson, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on February 22, 2016. 
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Air Force nominations beginning with 

Christopher F. Abbott and ending with Devin 
Lee Zufelt, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Air Force nomination of Christopher T. 
Stein, to be Major. 

Army nomination of Gregory L. Boylan, to 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Derek G. Bean, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nominations beginning with Adrian 
R. Algarra and ending with Gregory B. Wil-
liams, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nominations beginning with Philip 
O. Adams and ending with Benjaman M. 
Wunderlich, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nominations beginning with Julia N. 
Alvarez and ending with April D. Williams, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nominations beginning with Wendy 
M. Adamian and ending with D012433, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
February 22, 2016. 

Army nomination of Vernita M. Corbett, 
to be Major. 

Army nominations beginning with Mat-
thew H. Adams and ending with D012453, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on February 22, 2016. 

Army nomination of William D. Rose, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nomination of Mark W. Manoso, to 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Eric F. Sabety, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nominations beginning with Andrew 
R. Mciver and ending with Gerard C. Philip, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on March 3, 2016. 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
Aaron R. Craig and ending with Christopher 
T. Steinhilber, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on January 28, 2016. 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
Jimmy W. Darsey and ending with Gerald E. 
Pirk, Jr., which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on January 28, 2016. 

Navy nominations beginning with Matthew 
T. Allen and ending with Joshua F. Zimmer, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on February 22, 2016. 

Navy nominations beginning with Richard 
W. Lang and ending with Bradley E. 
Shemluck, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on February 22, 2016. 

Navy nomination of Michael L. Hipp, to be 
Captain. 

Navy nomination of Ronald H. Nellen, to 
be Lieutenant Commander. 

Navy nomination of Ashley A. Hockycko, 
to be Lieutenant Commander. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and 
Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 2700. A bill to update the authorizing 
provisions relating to the workforces of the 
National Institutes of Health and the Food 
and Drug Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
UDALL): 

S. 2701. A bill to require consideration of 
the impact on beneficiary access to care and 
to enhance due process protections in proce-
dures for suspending payments to Medicaid 
providers; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 2702. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow individuals with 
disabilities to save additional amounts in 
their ABLE accounts above the current an-
nual maximum contribution if they work 
and earn income; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 2703. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow rollovers between 
529 programs and ABLE accounts; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 2704. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the age require-
ment with respect to eligibility for qualified 
ABLE programs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARPER, and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2705. A bill to authorize Federal agencies 
to establish prize competitions for innova-
tion or adaptation management development 
relating to coral reef ecosystems and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 2706. A bill to promote innovative ap-

proaches to outdoor recreation on Federal 
land and to open up opportunities for col-
laboration with non-Federal partners, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mr. 
ALEXANDER): 

S. 2707. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to nullify the proposed rule regarding 
defining and delimiting the exemptions for 
executive, administrative, professional, out-
side sales, and computer employees, to re-
quire the Secretary of Labor to conduct a 
full and complete economic analysis with 
improved economic data on small businesses, 
nonprofit employers, Medicare or Medicaid 
dependent health care providers, and small 
governmental jurisdictions, and all other 
employers, and minimize the impact on such 
employers, before promulgating any substan-
tially similar rule, and to provide a rule of 
construction regarding the salary threshold 
exemption under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. COTTON: 
S. 2708. A bill to provide for the admission 

to the United States of up to 10,000 Syrian 
religious minorities as refugees of special 
humanitarian concern in each of the fiscal 
years 2016 through 2020; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL: 
S. 2709. A bill to require the posting online 

of certain government contracts; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2710. A bill to increase the participation 
of historically underrepresented demo-
graphic groups in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics education and in-
dustry; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MCCAIN: 
S. 2711. A bill to expand opportunity for 

Native American children through addi-
tional options in education, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 2712. A bill to restore amounts improp-
erly withheld for tax purposes from sever-
ance payments to individuals who retired or 
separated from service in the Armed Forces 
for combat-related injuries, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: 
S. 2713. A bill to provide for the implemen-

tation of a Precision Medicine Initiative; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL: 
S. 2714. A bill to vest responsibility for in-

spector general duties for the National Back-
ground Investigations Bureau of the Office of 
Personnel Management in the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Defense; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL: 
S. 2715. A bill to amend section 2302 of title 

5, United States Code, to include the suspen-
sion or revocation of access to classified in-
formation as a personnel action, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 2716. A bill to update the oil and gas and 
mining industry guides of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAIN): 

S. 2717. A bill to improve the safety and ad-
dress the deferred maintenance needs of In-
dian dams to prevent flooding on Indian res-
ervations, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. PORTMAN, Mrs. CAPITO, and 
Ms. AYOTTE): 

S. 2718. A bill to amend the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 
to support innovative approaches to career 
and technical education and redesign the 
high school experience for students by pro-
viding students with equitable access to rig-
orous, engaging, and relevant real world edu-
cation through partnerships with business 
and industry and higher education that pre-
pare students to graduate from high school 
and enroll into postsecondary education 
without the need for remediation and with 
the ability to use knowledge to solve com-
plex problems, think critically, commu-
nicate effectively, collaborate with others, 
and develop academic mindsets; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 2719. A bill to amend the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to improve 
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