S1584

The state of the art facility opened in
January of 2016. With more than 107,000
square feet and over 30 labs, the Uni-
versity of Wyoming Michael B. Enzi
STEM Facility will allow 900 students
from multiple disciplines to be actively
engaged in lab studies at the same
time. The design of the facility allows
students to enjoy an active learning
environment that encourages contin-
uous interaction between instructors
and students. Classrooms are laid out
in such a way that instructors have the
flexibility to adjust their lessons to ac-
commodate the needs and interests of
the students, ensuring that they are al-
ways in an environment most condu-
cive to learning.

There is no better way to honor the
lifetime work of Senator ENzI than to
name this facility in his honor.
Throughout his years as an accountant
and in elected office, MIKE has been a
solid leader who is willing to take on
tough challenges. From his time as
mayor in Gillette, a town that truly
represents the definition of an Amer-
ican boomtown, to his work in the U.S.
Senate, MIKE studies and works
through an issue and always ap-
proaches the problem with an “I will
solve this and make it better’” atti-
tude. This approach to problem solving
has helped MIKE succeed as chairman
of both the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee and the
Senate Budget Committee.

Senator ENZI recognizes that if you
provide people the tools to succeed,
many will. MIKE understands human
nature and recognizes that a one size
fits all approach to serious problems is
not always the best way to fix things.
Senator ENZI believes in the ability of
people to learn, whether in the class-
room, on the job, or through personal
experiences, and to take that knowl-
edge and use it in a way to better
themselves and others.

The Michael B. Enzi STEM Facility
is a perfect reflection of the man: give
people an opportunity to learn, to
interact, to share, and in an environ-
ment that works for them, and they
will achieve great things.

In praising his effort to improve edu-
cation in Wyoming, Chris Boswell, Uni-
versity of Wyoming’s vice president for
governmental and community affairs,
said the following about MIKE ENZI:
‘““He has been very influential in
crafting legislation that garners bipar-
tisan support in the Senate. These have
been bills that moved significant edu-
cation initiatives forward. Whether as
chairman or ranking member, Senator
ENzI knows how to move bills through
to become law, and Wyoming and the
country are the better for it.”

I agree completely, and I congratu-
late Senator ENZI on this honor.
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256TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REES-
TABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC
TIES BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF
ALBANIA

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, on March
15, we commemorated the 25th anniver-
sary of the reestablishment of diplo-
matic ties between the United States
and the Republic of Albania. Over 25
years ago, Albania emerged from near-
ly five decades of isolation and Com-
munist rule to establish a multiparty
democracy and forge closer ties with
the free world. A quarter century later,
Albania has made significant progress.
Albania’s economy grew and its people
participated in elections judged as
largely free and fair. Albanians enjoy
freedom of religion, movement, unre-
stricted Internet access, and academic
freedom. Today Albania is a NATO ally
and a candidate for accession into the
European Union, EU.

Since its emergence from isolation,
Albania has been an active and contrib-
uting member of the international
community. Over the course of two
decades, Albania deployed more than
6,500 military personnel in support of
operations lead by NATO, the EU, and
the United Nations. In 2003, Albanian
troops deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Between 2002
and 2014, Albania deployed over 3,000
personnel to support U.S. and NATO
operations in Afghanistan. Albanian
personnel continue to serve in Afghani-
stan.

Despite a quarter century of notable
strides, pervasive corruption, high un-
employment, organized crime, and
underrepresentation of women in busi-
ness and politics, among other issues,
prevent Albania from realizing its full
potential. As a member of the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs, I have consistently voted to
support assistance to Albania to
strengthen democratic institutions and
the rule of law, promote sustainable
economic growth, and assist with its
regional and international integration.
As co-chair of the Senate Albania Cau-
cus, I will continue to work with my
colleagues on to strengthen the U.S.-
Albania relationship and support Alba-
nia’s ongoing efforts to become a pros-
perous, democratic state and pillar of
stability in the Balkans.

—————

HONORING OFFICER JACAI COLSON

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the tragic death of a
Marylander. Officer Jacai Colson of the
Prince George’s Police Department was
killed in the line of duty, on Sunday,
March 13, 2016. Officer Colson was an
upstanding law enforcement officer
whose death shocked and saddened so
many in Maryland and the national
law enforcement community. America
is the great Nation it is in no small
part because of our respect for the rule
of law. Officer Colson and his fellow
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Prince George’s County police officers
put their lives on the line every day to
uphold the rule of law.

Officer Colson was only 28 years of
age. Today, March 17, 2016, would have
been his 29th birthday.

On Sunday, March 13, 2016, the dis-
trict III station in Prince George’s
County came under fire in what was a
deliberate attack on law enforcement
and on the rule of law itself. Officer
Colson arrived on the scene. After find-
ing himself in the middle of a firefight,
Officer Colson had the composure to re-
turn fire. During the firefight, Officer
Colson was shot and killed.

Every member of the U.S. Senate,
every Marylander, and every American
should be inspired by the life of Officer
Jacai Colson. Officer Colson was an un-
dercover narcotics agent. He had a dan-
gerous job with zero margin for error.
Officer Colson did not make errors. He
was a 4-year veteran of the Prince
George’s Police Department. The com-
mander of the Prince George’s County
Police Department’s narcotic enforce-
ment division said of Officer Colson:
“Not only is he good at his job, he’s
that guy that you wanted on your
team.”” The president of the Fraternal
Order of Police, Liodge 89, described Of-
ficer Colson as ‘‘. . . always the first
person here in the morning, ready to
work and put in a full day’s work.”’

Officer Colson was a native of
Boothwyn, PA. He came from a law en-
forcement family. His grandfather,
Sergeant James G. Colson, Jr., retired
from the Delaware County, PA, police
department after more than 40 years of
service. Officer Colson was the quarter-
back of his high school football team.
He attended Randolph Macon Univer-
sity, where he also played football. He
sang in the Ujima Gospel Choir and
worked in the admissions office and in
the marketing and communications de-
partment. Officer Colson gave of him-
self to improve his community while
he was in college. He was a member of
Brothers 4 Change, a student organiza-
tion devoted to community service,
and he also volunteered with Habitat
for Humanity.

I am thankful to the Colson family
for sharing such a promising young
man with the people of Prince George’s
County. The pain they are going
through right now is a pain no family
should have to endure. Most tragically,
they are not alone. So far in 2016, 23
law enforcement officers have died in
the line of duty. In February, two of
Officer Colson’s Maryland colleagues
from the Harford County Sheriff’s of-
fice, Senior Deputy Mark Logsdon and
Senior Deputy Patrick Dailey were
killed responding to a call.

The loss of Officer Colson represents
the loss of one of the best and brightest
among us. He could have done anything
with his life, and he chose to protect
his fellow Americans. I am thankful
that Officer Colson was able to enrich
and save the lives of so many people
during his life. On behalf of the people
of Maryland and my fellow U.S. Sen-
ators, I offer my deepest condolences to
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the family and friends of Officer
Colson. I hope they are able to find sol-
ace in the fact that Jacai Colson was a
true hero.

——

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 2016

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today 1
wish to join the American people in
celebrating Women'’s History Month. It
is clear that 1 month is hardly enough
time to recognize all that women have
done, what they are doing, and what
they have yet to accomplish. Despite
the persistence of dogmatic opposition,
women have played a major role in ad-
vancing every society on earth.

I am a proud husband, father, and
grandfather. In my time representing
the people of Maryland, in the U.S.
Senate, I have traversed the State
many times. As a member and now
ranking member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, I have had the
chance to travel and meet with people
from very diverse backgrounds.

At home and abroad, I have found it
difficult and often imprudent to make
generalizations with regard to policy.
One common truth, however, that eas-
ily crosses national borders, ethnic
lines, political divides, and religious
devotions is this: the way a nation
treats its women is very much a ba-
rometer as to how well that nation is
doing.

And so this March we will celebrate
women on the forefront of industry and
innovation, science and social justice,
policy and patriotism, and so much
more. We must also remember that
Women’s History Month is not just
about celebrations. Women’s History
Month should be a time when all Amer-
icans come together for a frank con-
versation about the well-being of
women at home and abroad. That con-
versation must lead to concrete action
because, if we want to improve any as-
pect of our society, starting with em-
powering and lifting up women is an in-
vestment that will return the greatest
dividends.

Throughout American history, we
have made progress in so many arenas
because women had the bravery to
break the proverbial glass ceiling. One
such woman who I think deserves acco-
lades during this Women’s History
Month, and every month for that mat-
ter, is a Member of this very body. This
Congress boasts the most female rep-
resentatives in history. I suspect that
number would be larger if we gave the
people of Washington, DC, full state-
hood and a voting Senator, but I will
discuss that another time.

The record number of women in Con-
gress is not an accident; it took hard
work and grit. The living embodiment
of that grit and know-how is the senior
Senator from Maryland, my colleague
Senator MIKULSKI. There is a wonderful
sense of symmetry in the fact that in
1981, then-Congresswoman MIKULSKI
co-sponsored the first Joint Congres-
sional Resolution proclaiming a Wom-
en’s History Week, and today she is
being celebrated as a role model during
Women’s History Month.
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Senator BARB has been more than a
dedicated champion for the State of
Maryland. She has fought tirelessly for
the welfare of all Americans across the
country. In the Halls of the Senate, she
opened doors that had previously been
closed to women. Sometimes she used
gentle politicking, and sometimes she
knocked the doors off the hinges. No
matter how she did it, Senator BARB
refused to accept second-class treat-
ment because of her gender and fought
to be recognized as an equal. To take
that one step further, Senator BARB re-
fused to let other women be treated
like second-class citizens by the rule of
law or antiquated social norms. I don’t
have the time to list all that she has
done for Marylanders and working fam-
ilies across the country in her long and
distinguished career, but I will share a
list of hard-fought firsts: first Demo-
cratic woman elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate in her own right; first Democratic
woman to serve in both Houses of Con-
gress; first woman to be elected to
statewide office in Maryland; first
Democratic woman Senator elected to
a leadership position; first Democratic
woman to serve on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee; first woman to
chair an Appropriations Sub-
committee—the Commerce-Justice-
Science Subcommittee; first woman to
serve on the Senate Environment &
Public Works Committee; first woman
to serve on the Senate Small Business
Committee; first woman to serve on
the House Interstate & Foreign Com-
merce, now known as the Energy &
Commerce Committee—first woman on
the Health Subcommittee; most senior
woman in the Senate on January 3,
1997; longest serving woman Senator in
U.S. history on January 5, 2011; and
longest serving woman in Congress in
U.S. history on March 17, 2012.

Senator BARB will be leaving the
Senate when her term ends next Janu-
ary. That does not mean that she will
stop doing what she does best, fighting
for what is right. Generations of young
women who choose to participate in
public life or who dream of joining the
U.S. Senate have benefited from Sen-
ator BARB’s trailblazing legacy.

As we begin to fathom life in the U.S.
Senate without Senator BARB, we
should take a minute to analyze the
current state of politics and policy as
it relates to women in America.

Regardless of any Member’s political
support of anyone running to replace
President Obama, it is worth noting
that there is a chance that a woman, a
former U.S. Senator, a former Sec-
retary of State, and Former First Lady
could potentially be the next President
of the United States.

The 2016 election should serve as a
chance to audit how our political sys-
tem is working on behalf of women, in-
cluding in terms of health care.

The Affordable Care Act, ACA, has
played a role in creating greater gender
equality in this country. Under the
ACA, being a woman is no longer a
“preexisting condition.”” What does
that mean? It means insurance compa-
nies can no longer force women to pay
more based on their gender.
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The ACA also provides more preven-
tive services for women at no cost.
Lifesaving preventive services like
mammograms, cervical cancer
screenings, and prenatal care are now
covered at no additional cost for rough-
ly 48.5 million American women with
private insurance. Access to these serv-
ices means that fewer women will be
sidelined from the job market, unable
to support families because of prevent-
able illnesses. There is no question
that we are making progress in wom-
en’s health care, in terms of cost, eq-
uity, and in providing much-needed
services.

We have further to go. Gender-based
disparities in medical research still re-
main. Some medical trials today do not
consider the impact of gender in their
research, and diseases like heart dis-
ease, which is the leading cause of
death for American women, are often
misdiagnosed or overlooked.

That is why I have continuously
fought for robust funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, NIH, which
pioneers much of our Nation’s
groundbreaking medical research and
clinical trials. I was very encouraged
to see the NIH receive a $2 billion in-
crease in the fiscal year 2016 Omnibus
spending bill—thanks in large part to
Senator MIKULSKI. That is the largest
increase NIH has received since 2003.
By ensuring that NIH has all of the
tools it needs to continue such urgent
work, we can address persistent dis-
parities and continue to build on the
gains in our health care system made
under the ACA. One thing is certainly
clear: we only stand to gain from in-
creased resources for our medical com-
munity to improve the health of
women.

Improving health care is only one
part of the equation involved in em-
powering and uplifting women in the
United States.

I have previously spoken about the
need to close the gender pay gap, the
need to pass meaningful legislation to
reduce the number of women Kkilled by
guns during instances of domestic vio-
lence, and the need to ensure women
can continue to make choices con-
cerning their own reproductive health.
All of these are critically important to
the well-being of women in America.

America was built on the promise of
equal rights. Our history is defined by
groups struggling to achieve full equal-
ity under the law. I think many Ameri-
cans would be shocked to find out that
the Constitution still lacks a provision
ensuring gender equality. Think about
that: women still lack the same con-
stitutional protections as men. I think
this is wrong and have introduced leg-
islation to remove the deadline for
States to ratify the Equal Rights
Amendment, which 35 States have rati-
fied already—just three more to go.

The Equal Rights Amendment is
slightly longer than two tweets, but
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