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rate of basic pay payable for level V of the
Executive Schedule (section 5316 of title 5,
United States Code).

(b) STAFF.—The Director may appoint and
fix the pay of additional staff as the Director
considers appropriate.

(c) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Com-
mission may procure temporary and inter-
mittent services under section 3109(b) of title
5, United States Code, at rates for individ-
uals which do not exceed the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay for a
comparable position paid under the General
Schedule.

SEC. 8. TERMINATION.

The Commission shall terminate not later
than 18 months after the date of enactment
of this Act.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 16, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 16, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SR~
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 16,
2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘“‘The 2016
Water Resources Development Act—
Policies and Projects.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 16, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
106 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 16, 2016, at 2 p.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“‘DHS Management
and Acquisition Reform.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 16, 2016, at 2 p.m., in room
SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Preventing America’s Looming Fiscal
Crisis: the Need for a Balanced Budget
Amendment to the Constitution.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 16, 2016, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-G50 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ATRLAND

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 16, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATIONAL

INTEREST

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Immigration and the Na-
tional Interest, be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 16, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Impact of High Levels of Immigration
on U.S. Workers.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Deanna Mitch-
ell, a National Park Service detailee in
the office of Senator MURKOWSKI, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this calendar year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. RES. 377

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 12:45
p.m., Thursday, March 17, the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 375, S. Res. 37T;
further, that there be 1 hour of debate
equally divided in the usual form; fur-
ther, that upon the use or Yyielding
back of time, the Senate vote on adop-
tion of the resolution with no inter-
vening action or debate; finally, if
adopted, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

March 16, 2016

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1890

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 5 p.m.,
Monday, April 4, the Senate proceed to
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 355, S. 1890; further, that
there be 30 minutes of debate equally
divided in the usual form; further, that
following the use or yielding back of
time, the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to, the
bill, as amended, be read a third time,
and the Senate vote on passage of the
bill, as amended, with no intervening
action or debate; further, if passed,
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

EVIDENCE-BASED POLICYMAKING
COMMISSION ACT OF 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1831, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1831) to establish the Commis-
sion on Evidence-Based Policymaking, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Burr
substitute amendment be agreed to,
the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, and any
statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3456) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed, and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 1831), as amended, was
passed.

———

CAPTAIN JOHN E. MORAN AND
CAPTAIN WILLIAM WYLIE GALT
ARMED FORCES RESERVE CEN-
TER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 719 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 719) to rename the Armed Forces
Reserve Center in Great Falls, Montana, the
Captain John E. Moran and Captain William
Wylie Galt Armed Forces Reserve Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 719) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 719

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RENAMING OF THE ARMED FORCES
RESERVE CENTER IN GREAT FALLS,
MONTANA, AS THE CAPTAIN JOHN E.
MORAN AND CAPTAIN WILLIAM

WYLIE GALT ARMED FORCES RE-
SERVE CENTER.

(a) RENAMING.—The Armed Forces Reserve
Center in Great Falls, Montana, shall here-
after be known and designated as the ‘‘Cap-
tain John E. Moran and Captain William
Wylie Galt Armed Forces Reserve Center’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, map, regulation, map, document, paper,
other record of the United States to the fa-
cility referred to in subsection (a) shall be
considered to be a reference to the Captain
John E. Moran and Captain William Wylie
Galt Armed Forces Reserve Center.

————

NATIONAL REHABILITATION
COUNSELORS APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 401, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 401) designating
March 22, 2016, as ‘‘National Rehabilitation
Counselors Appreciation Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

401) was

———

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY, DOCU-
MENTARY PRODUCTION, AND
REPRESENTATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 402, submitted earlier today.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 402) to authorize tes-
timony, documentary production, and rep-
resentation in United States of America v.
Chaka Fattah, Sr., et al.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
resolution concerns a criminal case
pending in the United States District
Court for the BEastern District of Penn-
sylvania involving Congressman CHAKA
FATTAH, Sr., and others, including an
individual named Herbert Vederman.
The Department of Justice is seeking
trial testimony from Senator BOB
CASEY about his office’s receipt of a
letter of support from the Congressman
regarding Mr. Vederman’s consider-
ation for appointment to a high Fed-
eral office.

The government alleges that Con-
gressman FATTAH conspired with Mr.
Vederman to advocate for Mr.
Vederman’s appointment in return for
Mr. Vederman providing money and
things of value to the Congressman.

The indictment does not allege that
any action was taken in response to
this advocacy, and Mr. Vederman did
not receive a nomination for any Fed-
eral position. Senator CASEY is being
called as a witness only because of the
fact of his office’s receipt of this letter
supporting Mr. Vederman.

Senator CASEY would like to cooper-
ate with the government’s request for
his appearance at trial. Accordingly,
consistent with the rules of the Senate
and Senate practice, the enclosed reso-
lution would authorize Senator CASEY
to testify and to produce documents at
trial. The resolution would also au-
thorize the Senate legal counsel to rep-
resent Senator CASEY in connection
with his testimony.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
17, 2016

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday,
March 17; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
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riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each, until 12:45 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it
stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ator LANKFORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT
VACANCY

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, upon
waking this morning, like a lot of
other people did, I put on the news.
About midway through the morning,
about 7 a.m., a bulletin came out that
the President had selected a nominee
for the Supreme Court. Newsworthy.

At about 7 a.m., the email came out
that said: “I’ve made my decision.”

At 7:07 this morning, White House
Legislative Affairs circulated a notifi-
cation to all those folks on Capitol
Hill, including our office, from Presi-
dent Obama that stated this fact:
“We’ve reached out to every member of
the Senate, who each have a responsi-
bility to do their job and take this
nomination just as seriously.”

Well, this Senator thought that was
very interesting because we hadn’t re-
ceived a notification.

At T7:14 a.m., 7 minutes later, the
White House Legislative Affairs Office
emailed my chief of staff with an at-
tachment of the T7:07 a.m. email from
the White House notifying that they
had this. So when my counsel called
over to the White House Counsel and
said: You stated earlier this morning
that you contacted our offices—‘you
have reached out to us” was the term—
they clarified later in the morning:
Well, that email we sent after we said
we contacted you was really the con-
tact that we meant to send earlier.

This was quite a morning for us. It is
again the same doublespeak we re-
ceived from the White House. When he
said that they had reached out to all
Members of the Senate, that actually
means they had sent us an email after
they had sent the American people an
email saying they had made a decision.
But even that email didn’t say who it
was.

Here is the challenge. It is a con-
stitutional responsibility here, and it
is extremely important that all of this
is done right. It is extremely important
that article I, the legislative branch,
and that article II, the White House,
agree on a Supreme Court nominee be-
cause article I and article II select ar-
ticle IIT judges to the Supreme Court.

A month ago, the U.S. Senate—the
Members of the majority party notified
the White House and the American peo-
ple that we wanted to follow the same
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