7
March 15, 2016

H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
atrocities perpetrated by ISIL against reli-
gions and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria
include war crimes, crimes against human-
ity, and genocide; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

H. Con. Res. 121. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress con-
demning the gross violations of inter-
national law amounting to war crimes and
crimes against humanity by the Government
of Syria, its allies, and other parties to the
conflict in Syria, and asking the President
to direct his Ambassador at the United Na-
tions to promote the establishment of a war
crimes tribunal where these crimes could be
addressed; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2080. An act to reinstate and extend
the deadline for commencement of construc-
tion of a hydroelectric project involving
Clark Canyon Dam.

———————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2686. A bill to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act.

———————

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 15, 2016, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 1172. An act to improve the process of
presidential transition.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates.

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James
‘“Maggie’” Megellas Post Office.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 1492. A Dbill to direct the Administrator
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain
Federal property located in the State of
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage,
Alaska (Rept. No. 114-228).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 2133. A bill to improve Federal agency fi-
nancial and administrative controls and pro-
cedures to assess and mitigate fraud risks,
and to improve Federal agencies’ develop-
ment and use of data analytics for the pur-
pose of identifying, preventing, and respond-
ing to fraud, including improper payments
(Rept. No. 114-229).

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:
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S. 1252. A bill to authorize a comprehensive
strategic approach for United States foreign
assistance to developing countries to reduce
global poverty and hunger, achieve food and
nutrition security, promote inclusive, sus-
tainable, agricultural-led economic growth,
improve nutritional outcomes, especially for
women and children, build resilience among
vulnerable populations, and for other pur-
poses.

By Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 25612. A bill to expand the tropical dis-
ease product priority review voucher pro-
gram to encourage treatments for Zika
virus.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. REED, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. UDALL, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2677. A bill to make college more afford-
able, reduce student debt, and provide great-
er access to higher education for all students
of the United States; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. TESTER, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. COLLINS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 2678. A bill to direct the NIH to intensify
and coordinate fundamental, translational,
and clinical research with respect to the un-
derstanding of pain, the discovery and devel-
opment of therapies for chronic pain, and the
development of alternatives to opioids for ef-
fective pain treatments; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. TILLIS):

S. 2679. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs a center of excel-
lence in the prevention, diagnosis, mitiga-
tion, treatment, and rehabilitation of health
conditions relating to exposure to burn pits;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr. MUR-

PHY):

S. 2680. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide comprehensive men-
tal health reform, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
UDALL):

S. 2681. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to retire coal preference right
lease applications for which the Secretary
has made an affirmative commercial quan-
tities determination, to substitute certain
land selections of the Navajo Nation, to des-
ignate certain wilderness areas, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2682. A bill to provide territories of the

United States with bankruptcy protection;
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to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mrs.
FISCHER):

S. 2683. A bill to include disabled veteran
leave in the personnel management system
of the Federal Aviation Administration; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2684. A bill to provide for the operation
of unmanned aircraft systems by owners and
operators of critical infrastructure; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2685. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to improve mental and behav-
ioral health services on campuses of institu-
tions of higher education; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. CAssIDY, Mr. CoATs, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CrUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. ENZI, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. McCCAIN,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. ScoTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
VITTER, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 2686. A bill to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act;
read the first time.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. HATCH, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 2687. A Dbill to amend the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act to improve
plans of safe care for infants affected by ille-
gal substance abuse or withdrawal symp-
toms, or a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. Res. 399. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Professional
Social Work Month”’; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. Res. 400. A resolution designating March
25, 2016, as ‘‘National Cerebral Palsy Aware-
ness Day’’; considered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 207

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 207, a bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to use existing au-
thorities to furnish health care at non-
Department of Veterans Affairs facili-
ties to veterans who live more than 40
miles driving distance from the closest
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medical facility of the Department
that furnishes the care sought by the
veteran, and for other purposes.
S. 262
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 262, a bill to reauthorize
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act,
and for other purposes.
S. 373
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
373, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of nationally uniform and envi-
ronmentally sound standards gov-
erning discharges incidental to the nor-
mal operation of a vessel.
S. 480
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
480, a bill to amend and reauthorize the
controlled substance monitoring pro-
gram under section 3990 of the Public
Health Service Act.
S. 586
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 586, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to foster more ef-
fective implementation and coordina-
tion of clinical care for people with
pre-diabetes, diabetes, and the chronic
diseases and conditions that result
from diabetes.
S. 764
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, his
name and the name of the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
withdrawn as cosponsors of S. 764, a
bill to reauthorize and amend the Na-
tional Sea Grant College Program Act,
and for other purposes.
S. 849
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 849, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for sys-
tematic data collection and analysis
and epidemiological research regarding
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s
disease, and other neurological dis-
eases.
S. 857
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 857, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
coverage under the Medicare program
of an initial comprehensive care plan
for Medicare beneficiaries newly diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1538
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1538, a bill to reform the
financing of Senate elections, and for
other purposes.
S. 1714
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
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(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1714, a bill to amend the Sur-
face Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977 to transfer certain funds to
the Multiemployer Health Benefit Plan
and the 1974 United Mine Workers of
America Pension Plan, and for other
purposes.
S. 1785
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1785, a bill to repeal the wage rate re-
quirements of the Davis-Bacon Act.
S. 1830
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1830, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the coverage of marriage
and family therapist services and men-
tal health counselor services under
part B of the Medicare program, and
for other purposes.
S. 1865
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1865, a
bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act with respect to eating dis-
orders, and for other purposes.
S. 1890
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. COATS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1890, a bill to amend
chapter 90 of title 18, United States
Code, to provide Federal jurisdiction
for the theft of trade secrets, and for
other purposes.
S. 1982
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1982, a bill to authorize a
Wall of Remembrance as part of the
Korean War Veterans Memorial and to
allow certain private contributions to
fund the Wall of Remembrance.
S. 2055
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
ALEXANDER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2055, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act and the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to national health security.
S. 2067
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2067, a bill to establish EURE-
KA Prize Competitions to accelerate
discovery and development of disease-
modifying, preventive, or curative
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementia, to encourage efforts
to enhance detection and diagnosis of
such diseases, or to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of care of individuals
with such diseases.
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S. 2151
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2151, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide liability
protections for volunteer practitioners
at health centers under section 330 of
such Act.
S. 2166
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOoOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2166, a bill to amend part B of
title IV of the Social Security Act to
ensure that mental health screenings
and assessments are provided to chil-
dren and youth upon entry into foster
care.
S. 2185
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BrOWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2185, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion of the fight against breast cancer.
S. 2216
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2216, a bill to provide immunity from
suit for certain individuals who dis-
close potential examples of financial
exploitation of senior citizens, and for
other purposes.
S. 2437
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2437, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the burial
of the cremated remains of persons who
served as Women’s Air Forces Service
Pilots in Arlington National Cemetery,
and for other purposes.
S. 2512
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2512, a bill to expand the
tropical disease product priority re-
view voucher program to encourage
treatments for Zika virus.
S. 2550
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2550, a bill to repeal
the jury duty exemption for elected of-
ficials of the legislative branch.
S. 2577
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN), the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. HELLER), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2577, a
bill to protect crime victims’ rights, to
eliminate the substantial backlog of
DNA and other forensic evidence sam-
ples to improve and expand the forensic
science testing capacity of Federal,
State, and local crime laboratories, to
increase research and development of
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new testing technologies, to develop
new training programs regarding the
collection and use of forensic evidence,
to provide post-conviction testing of
DNA evidence to exonerate the inno-
cent, to support accreditation efforts of
forensic science laboratories and med-
ical examiner offices, to address train-
ing and equipment needs, to improve
the performance of counsel in State
capital cases, and for other purposes.
S. 2630
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2630, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to require certain
disclosures be included on employee
pay stubs, and for other purposes.
S. 2646
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) and the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2646, a
bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to establish the Veterans Choice
Program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to improve health care
provided to veterans by the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 19
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, her
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 199, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding estab-
lishing a National Strategic Agenda.
S. RES. 340
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 340, a resolution expressing
the sense of Congress that the so-called
Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham
(ISIS or Daesh) is committing geno-
cide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes, and calling upon the President
to work with foreign governments and
the United Nations to provide physical
protection for ISIS’ targets, to support
the creation of an international crimi-
nal tribunal with jurisdiction to punish
these crimes, and to use every reason-
able means, including sanctions, to de-
stroy ISIS and disrupt its support net-
works.
S. RES. 383
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 383, a resolution recognizing
the importance of the United States-
Israel economic relationship and en-
couraging new areas of cooperation.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms.
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MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. REID,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
UDALL, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2677. A bill to make college more
affordable, reduce student debt, and
provide greater access to higher edu-
cation for all students of the United
States; to the Committee on Finance.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about an issue that is of
the utmost importance to me, Mary-
landers, and American families—col-
lege affordability.

I have said this often, but we in this
country enjoy many freedoms: the free-
dom of speech, the freedom of the
press, and the freedom of religion. But
there is an implicit freedom our Con-
stitution does not lay out in writing,
but its promise has excited the pas-
sions, hopes, and dreams of people in
this country since its founding. It is
the freedom to take whatever talents
God has given you, to fill whatever pas-
sion is in your heart, to learn so you
can earn and make a contribution to
society—the freedom to achieve.

The freedom to achieve should never
be stifled in this country because of
economic reasons. Your freedom to
achieve should never be determined by
the zip code you live in, by the color of
your skin, or by the size of your fam-
ily’s wallet. It should be, in a demo-
cratic country, that everyone has ac-
cess to be able to do that. That means
affordable education. That means ac-
cess to the opportunity ladder that stu-
dents and families can count on, be-
cause we know a degree is something
that no one can ever take away from
you.

When I was a young girl at a Catholic
all-girls school, my Mom and Dad made
it very clear that they wanted me to go
to college. But, right around gradua-
tion, my family was going through a
rough time because my father’s gro-
cery store had suffered a terrible fire. I
offered to put off college and work at
the grocery store until the business got
back on its feet. My Dad said, ‘‘BARB,
you have to go. Your mother and I will
find a way, because no matter what
happens to you, no one can ever take
that degree away from you. The best
way I can protect you is to make sure
you can earn a living all of your life.”
My father gave me the freedom to
achieve.

When it comes to higher education, I
believe in choice and opportunity. Any-
one willing to work hard has a right to
learn so you can get a college degree or
certificate. Millions of American stu-
dents are graduating colleges and uni-
versities, but as they are handed their
diplomas, they are being handed a life-
time of debt.

More than 58 percent of Maryland
college students have taken on an aver-
age debt of $27,000 or more. Having this
debt is like a first mortgage, making it
hard to buy a home, start a business, or
a family. I am worried about them, as
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should the rest of us, and what it
means for their future. College is a
part of the American dream; it should
not be a part of the American financial
nightmare.

That is why, over the last several
months, I embarked on a college af-
fordability tour across the state of
Maryland. I wanted to find out what
were some of the challenges students
faced when it came to college. I wanted
to know how the Federal Government
can help them be successful. The sto-
ries I heard were poignant, and were
likely ones that everyone in this cham-
ber has heard time and time again.

I met a bright young woman last
year. She had the financial support of
her parents to attend college. Unfortu-
nately, during her sophomore year, her
mother—who was a nurse—lost her job.
To make sure she could still go to col-
lege, her family made the decision to
dip into their retirement savings to
help pay. This goes to show that her
family knew how important it was that
she continue her education. Even with
this additional financial support, she
still had to rely on Federal financial
aid to pay for books.

Or the young man who is the first in
his family to go to college. He hopes he
is not the last. He would not be where
he is today had it not been for a strong
support system in high school through
participation in a college bound pro-
gram that gave him the opportunity to
be exposed to college classes. While he
came to college academically prepared,
he still needed help navigating our
complex Federal financial aid system.

This is just a small sample of the sto-
ries I heard. But they all say the same
thing: “We need help.” Many students
and families are stressed and stretched,
having to work and save to pay for col-
lege. They want to know what Con-
gress is doing for them. They need a
Federal Government that is on their
side.

Student loan debt is more than $1.3
trillion, exceeding total credit card and
car loan debt, and eclipsed only by
mortgage debt. Family incomes are not
keeping pace with inflation, which
means they are less able to help with
the costs of higher education.

Getting a college education is the
core of the American dream. Let us
continue to fight to make sure that
every student in America, whether you
are in rural Eastern Shore or in big cit-
ies like Los Angeles, has access to that
dream. Let us work together to make
sure that when students graduate,
their first mortgage is not their stu-
dent debt. Carrying the burden of stu-
dent loans drags down young people’s
financial future, making it harder to
buy a home, start a family, or save for
retirement.

It is my belief that this bill—the In
The Red Act—will make college a re-
ality for millions of Americans. I am
pleased to see that provisions in this
bill would allow eligible student bor-
rowers the opportunity to refinance
their Federal loans. I believe that if
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