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and establish meaningful connections
with their local parent teacher associa-
tion.

I applaud President David Flatt and
his team for his strong leadership in
one of the most important organiza-
tions for children in the State of Ne-
vada. I am pleased that, through yours
and other’s selfless efforts, incalculable
numbers of students, teachers, and par-
ents have been positively affected by
the Nevada PTA. This organization is
an invaluable part of communities
throughout the State, and I would like
to extend my best wishes for continued
success.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, due to
a prior commitment, I regret I was not
present to vote on the nomination of
Dr. John B. King to be Secretary of the
Department of Education. Had I been
present, I would have voted in support
of his confirmation. I look forward to
working closely with him as the De-
partment of Education continues im-
plementing the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CASEY FAMILY PROGRAMS

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I
congratulate Casey Family Programs
for 50 years of public service to help
vulnerable children and families in the
child welfare system. Founded in 1966
by Jim Casey, the founder of United
Parcel Service, UPS, this private oper-
ating foundation has been working
quietly and effectively on behalf of our
most vulnerable children and families.

At the beginning, Casey Family Pro-
grams started with a specific focus on
providing quality foster care. After
gaining considerable experience in pro-
viding direct services, Casey Family
Programs recognized that it could help
more families and children by working
to support long-lasting improvements
across entire child welfare systems.
Today the foundation provides stra-
tegic consultation, technical assist-
ance, data analysis, and independent
research and evaluation at no cost to
all 50 states. It also serves county and
tribal child welfare jurisdictions across
the Nation, including my State of Colo-
rado.

Casey Family Programs seeks a
unique partnership with the States by
asking what jurisdictions hope to
achieve as it relates to the founda-
tion’s mission.

In my State of Colorado, this means
helping State leaders implement Colo-
rado’s Federal waiver program. It
means developing initiatives to reduce
reliance on congregate care, if other
options may be more appropriate for
the child and family. It means working
with our Denver courts with a judicial
engagement team to enhance collabo-
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ration among the courts, agencies, and
families. Casey Family Programs also
has a specific team based in Denver
dedicated to Indian Child Welfare.

At the Federal level, Casey Family
Programs offers its experience, re-
search, and data to help policymakers
understand and address the com-
plicated issues of child welfare and fos-
ter care. Over the years I have been
proud to work with Casey Family Pro-
grams, and I appreciate their dedica-
tion and commitment to the original
vision of their founder, Jim Casey.

I believe we all share this vision of
helping children find a safe and stable
home, but achieving it is more chal-
lenging than it seems. I congratulate
Casey Family Programs on 50 years of
public service, and I look forward to
continue working with the foundation
in Colorado and in Congress for years
to come.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:59 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 2426. An act to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International
Criminal Police Organization, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1268. An act to amend the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 to
promote energy efficiency via information
and computing technologies, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2080. An act to reinstate and extend
the deadline for commencement of construc-
tion of a hydroelectric project involving
Clark Canyon Dam.

H.R. 2984. An act to amend the Federal
Power Act to provide that any inaction by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
that allows a rate change to go into effect
shall be treated as an order by the Commis-
sion for purposes of rehearing and court re-
view.

H.R. 4411. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project.

H.R. 4412. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project.
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H.R. 4427. An act to amend section 203 of
the Federal Power Act.

H.R. 4721. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
atrocities perpetrated by ISIL against reli-
gious and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria
include war crimes, crimes against human-
ity, and genocide.

H. Con. Res. 121. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress con-
demning the gross violations of inter-
national law amounting to war crimes and
crimes against humanity by the Government
of Syria, its allies, and other parties to the
conflict in Syria, and asking the President
to direct his Ambassador at the United Na-
tions to promote the establishment of a war
crimes tribunal where these crimes could be
addressed.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) announced that on today,
March 15, 2016, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, which were pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 1172. An act to improve the process of
presidential transition.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates.

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James
‘“Maggie’” Megellas Post Office.

H.R. 1755. An act to amend title 36, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
in the congressional charter of the Disabled
American Veterans.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1268. An act to amend the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 to
promote energy efficiency via information
and computing technologies, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

H.R. 2984. An act to amend the Federal
Power Act to provide that any inaction by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
that allows a rate change to go into effect
shall be treated as an order by the Commis-
sion for purposes of rehearing and court re-
view; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

H.R. 4411. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 4412. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 4427. An act to amend section 203 of
the Federal Power Act; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:
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H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
atrocities perpetrated by ISIL against reli-
gions and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria
include war crimes, crimes against human-
ity, and genocide; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

H. Con. Res. 121. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress con-
demning the gross violations of inter-
national law amounting to war crimes and
crimes against humanity by the Government
of Syria, its allies, and other parties to the
conflict in Syria, and asking the President
to direct his Ambassador at the United Na-
tions to promote the establishment of a war
crimes tribunal where these crimes could be
addressed; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2080. An act to reinstate and extend
the deadline for commencement of construc-
tion of a hydroelectric project involving
Clark Canyon Dam.

———————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2686. A bill to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act.

———————

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 15, 2016, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 1172. An act to improve the process of
presidential transition.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates.

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James
‘“Maggie’” Megellas Post Office.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 1492. A Dbill to direct the Administrator
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain
Federal property located in the State of
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage,
Alaska (Rept. No. 114-228).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 2133. A bill to improve Federal agency fi-
nancial and administrative controls and pro-
cedures to assess and mitigate fraud risks,
and to improve Federal agencies’ develop-
ment and use of data analytics for the pur-
pose of identifying, preventing, and respond-
ing to fraud, including improper payments
(Rept. No. 114-229).

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:
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S. 1252. A bill to authorize a comprehensive
strategic approach for United States foreign
assistance to developing countries to reduce
global poverty and hunger, achieve food and
nutrition security, promote inclusive, sus-
tainable, agricultural-led economic growth,
improve nutritional outcomes, especially for
women and children, build resilience among
vulnerable populations, and for other pur-
poses.

By Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 25612. A bill to expand the tropical dis-
ease product priority review voucher pro-
gram to encourage treatments for Zika
virus.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. REED, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. UDALL, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2677. A bill to make college more afford-
able, reduce student debt, and provide great-
er access to higher education for all students
of the United States; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. TESTER, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. COLLINS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 2678. A bill to direct the NIH to intensify
and coordinate fundamental, translational,
and clinical research with respect to the un-
derstanding of pain, the discovery and devel-
opment of therapies for chronic pain, and the
development of alternatives to opioids for ef-
fective pain treatments; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. TILLIS):

S. 2679. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs a center of excel-
lence in the prevention, diagnosis, mitiga-
tion, treatment, and rehabilitation of health
conditions relating to exposure to burn pits;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr. MUR-

PHY):

S. 2680. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide comprehensive men-
tal health reform, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
UDALL):

S. 2681. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to retire coal preference right
lease applications for which the Secretary
has made an affirmative commercial quan-
tities determination, to substitute certain
land selections of the Navajo Nation, to des-
ignate certain wilderness areas, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2682. A bill to provide territories of the

United States with bankruptcy protection;
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to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mrs.
FISCHER):

S. 2683. A bill to include disabled veteran
leave in the personnel management system
of the Federal Aviation Administration; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2684. A bill to provide for the operation
of unmanned aircraft systems by owners and
operators of critical infrastructure; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2685. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to improve mental and behav-
ioral health services on campuses of institu-
tions of higher education; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. CAssIDY, Mr. CoATs, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CrUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. ENZI, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. McCCAIN,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. ScoTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
VITTER, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 2686. A bill to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act;
read the first time.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. HATCH, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 2687. A Dbill to amend the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act to improve
plans of safe care for infants affected by ille-
gal substance abuse or withdrawal symp-
toms, or a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. Res. 399. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Professional
Social Work Month”’; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. Res. 400. A resolution designating March
25, 2016, as ‘‘National Cerebral Palsy Aware-
ness Day’’; considered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 207

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 207, a bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to use existing au-
thorities to furnish health care at non-
Department of Veterans Affairs facili-
ties to veterans who live more than 40
miles driving distance from the closest
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