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law enforcement officers to help keep 
our communities safe. It has been en-
dorsed by a diverse group of organiza-
tions, including the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, the National Asso-
ciation of Police Organizations, and 
the National Association of Social 
Workers. 

I think the thing that has perhaps of-
fended some of our Democratic col-
leagues is that we have actually been 
able to build a consensus, where none 
other has existed on this topic, by get-
ting organizations such as the ones I 
mentioned, along with the National 
Rifle Association, to endorse the legis-
lation I have introduced. 

The fact of the matter is this legisla-
tion was aided by solutions borrowed 
from what is happening in Texas and 
particularly Bexar County and San An-
tonio, where I once served as a district 
judge. 

I firmly believe that the best way we 
can legislate here is to learn what 
works at the local and State level and 
then to scale them up here at the na-
tional level, rather than to do what the 
President seems to prefer, which is a 
national experiment and a one-size- 
fits-all approach in a country that is 
simply too diverse on issues that are so 
complex that we can’t really solve 
them with the wave of a magic wand or 
on a national basis. So let’s look at 
what works locally and in our States 
and then bring those experiences here 
and scale them up for the benefit of the 
rest of the country. 

The fact of the matter is that Bexar 
County’s and San Antonio’s mental 
health program is now touted as the 
national standard for how to think 
strategically about those suffering 
from mental illness in the criminal jus-
tice system. Sheriff Pamerleau of 
Bexar County told me that a substan-
tial portion of the jail population in 
San Antonio is people suffering from 
mental illness. Many times they go un-
treated and, thus, they try to self- 
medicate with drugs or alcohol, just 
making their condition that much 
worse. But the underlying cause of 
their problem is never being treated, 
which is the underlying mental illness. 

I have heard the same story in Hous-
ton and Austin and other places. I have 
asked our law enforcement profes-
sionals—we simply are seeing more and 
more people with mental illnesses 
showing up in emergency rooms or liv-
ing homeless on the street or ending up 
in our jails without their problems ade-
quately being addressed. My legislation 
does try to take a crack at that. It may 
not be perfect. I know other people will 
have other ideas, but at least it is a 
constructive suggestion and will hope-
fully begin a conversation that we need 
to have and the President says he 
wants to have but so far has neglected 
to engage in. 

Congress has a role to play because 
we represent the American people and 
we represent the States where we are 
elected to serve. It is our responsibility 
to try to bring about successful re-

forms that we have seen work at the 
local and State levels. I am hopeful the 
Senate Judiciary Committee will hold 
a hearing soon. I understand we may 
well begin by the end of this month, 
and it is not a minute too soon. 

We need a President who is willing to 
get to work and do his job and not just 
to make speeches or issue Executive 
orders and say: Well, look, I have done 
my part, and the rest is up to every-
body else. We need a President who is 
willing to work with us and alongside 
of us to tackle these important issues 
and hopefully help protect the individ-
uals who are suffering from mental ill-
ness, to give families more choices 
when dealing with a mentally ill loved 
one, and also hopefully to avoid these 
incidents of mass violence. What we 
don’t need is purporting to govern by 
Executive edict, which is what the 
President seems to like and prefer. 

I hope the President understands 
that Members on both sides of the aisle 
in both Chambers are ready, willing, 
and able in good faith to work to re-
form our mental health system and in 
doing so help prevent some of the trag-
edies that are occurring in our commu-
nities. What we don’t need to do is to 
restrict the constitutional rights of 
law-abiding citizens, which will in no 
way make our communities safer but 
will infringe upon those constitutional 
rights in the Bill of Rights of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Many of the bills proposed, including 
mine, go much further than what the 
President announced last week in deal-
ing with mental illness. There is a lot 
of work that needs to be done, and we 
need a President who will work with 
us. If he is willing to abandon this go- 
it-alone attitude and commit to work-
ing with the elected representatives of 
the American people, I think we have 
the opportunity to accomplish a lot for 
our country. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. PETERS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICK CARTER 

Mr. PETERS. Madam President, 8 
months ago, as I delivered my maiden 
speech in the Senate, I discussed how 
honored I am to have succeeded Sen-
ator Carl Levin, a mentor to me and a 
man who defined what it meant to be a 
Senator from Michigan—a feeling that 
has only deepened during the past year 
that I have served in this body. 

During his 36 years of service, Sen-
ator Levin personally met tens of thou-
sands of Michiganders. He remains be-
loved by many, including those who 
might never have had the opportunity 
to shake his hand or sit down next to 

him. This is due in no small part to his 
tireless commitment and accessibility 
in responding to questions and com-
ments from his constituents, whether 
those issues arose in person, over the 
phone, in a letter, or—during the latter 
half of Senator Levin’s tenure—email. 
Michiganders reaching out to his office 
knew that they would be heard and 
that they could expect a thoughtful, 
honest response about their Senator’s 
positions. 

These responses—hundreds of thou-
sands a year and millions over the 
course of Senator Levin’s career—were 
made possible by his correspondence 
manager, Rick Carter. Rick worked for 
Senator Levin for almost two decades, 
and I have had the privilege to have 
him on my team since early last year. 

While I have known him for only a 
year, this has been more than enough 
time to learn that Rick is a model pub-
lic servant and a role model for genera-
tions of congressional staffers. Rick is 
humble, thoughtful, and fiercely com-
mitted to working behind the scenes to 
help other staff succeed and to grow. 
He has been instrumental in estab-
lishing my Senate office, and I will be 
eternally grateful for this honorary 
Michigander’s efforts. 

Rick grew up in DC. Perhaps his fu-
ture career was foreshadowed by grow-
ing up in the Michigan Park neighbor-
hood. He was a standout student at 
DeMatha Catholic High School and 
earned a scholarship at George Wash-
ington University, where he studied so-
ciology. 

During his time at GW, he interned 
for Congressman JOHN CONYERS, a leg-
end of the civil rights movement, cur-
rent Dean of the House of Representa-
tives, and a man I am honored to call 
my friend and a Michigan colleague. 

Graduating from GW in 1995, Rick 
began what would be a 19-year career 
with Senator Levin. He worked his way 
up from the front office and mastered a 
number of different positions before de-
ciding that managing the correspond-
ence team best allowed him to balance 
engaging on matters of policy, serving 
the people of Michigan, and mentoring 
junior staffers. 

While Rick has many skills and 
qualities you might expect from a sea-
soned staffer, including being an excel-
lent writer, editor, and consummate 
professional, it is his extraordinary 
commitment to developing young 
minds that I wish to focus on for a mo-
ment. 

Rick has helped dozens and perhaps 
hundreds of young graduates, former 
interns, and junior staffers find jobs in 
public service. Along with refining 
writing skills and polishing resumes, 
Rick has taught a generation of staff-
ers things they did not learn in college: 
how to be a professional, how to show 
up on time, and how to simultaneously 
function independently as well as part 
of a team. His former interns are legis-
lative directors, chiefs of staff, and 
chief counsels. The list of favors he is 
owed is extensive, but he never asks for 
anything in return. 
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He might ask you to run with him, 

though. As a charity marathon coach, 
he has helped raise money to fight 
AIDS. As a year-round positive influ-
ence—and not just during a New Year’s 
resolution season—he is always looking 
for current and past colleagues to run 
with him. I will not even begin to spec-
ulate on the cumulative pounds lost 
due to his inspiration. 

Rick has been a surrogate big brother 
and father figure for so many staffers. 
It is especially meaningful that Rick 
has started his own family with his 
wife Nakia. Their son Mason and new 
baby Ryan are lucky to have such a 
loving, dedicated dad. I wish their en-
tire family the best as Rick starts his 
own small business to pursue real es-
tate development in the DC area. 

It is said that the only constant in 
life is change. While Rick Carter has 
been a constant in the Michigan dele-
gation for more than two decades and I 
will miss having him in my office, I 
deeply appreciate his two decades of 
service and respect his desire to take 
on new challenges. Rick Carter will al-
ways be a part of both Team Levin and 
Team Peters. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOMINATION OF SAMUEL HEINS 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
I rise today to call on the Senate and 
all of my colleagues to allow us to 
move forward on the nomination of 
Sam Heins of Minnesota to be the U.S. 
Ambassador to Norway. The U.S. Am-
bassador for Sweden has also been held 
up. Coming from the State of Iowa, 
which I believe is over 10 percent Scan-
dinavian—over 300,000 people—I think 
the Presiding Officer understands the 
importance of our country actually 
having Ambassadors to these incred-
ibly important allies and nations. 

It has now been 836 days since there 
was last a confirmed Ambassador to 
Norway, one of our most important Eu-
ropean allies. Part of this situation 
was caused by a different nominee who 
has some issues with the committee 
and with other Senators. That person 
has now been replaced, and it has been 
166 days since a new nominee went 
through the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. Mr. Heins was approved by a 
voice vote, without any controversy, as 
was the Ambassador to Sweden. I 
thank Senators CORKER and CARDIN 
and Senators MCCONNELL and REID for 
their help in trying to get this through. 

Unfortunately, these nominations 
are now being held up by Senator CRUZ. 
Based on my discussions with him, it is 
not because of the qualifications of 
these nominees; it is related to, I sup-

pose, other issues. Yet, I note for those 
Scandinavians out there, Senator CRUZ 
has allowed votes on Ambassadors to 
other countries. We have Ambassadors 
in France, in England, in nearly every 
European nation, but not these two 
Scandinavian countries. 

Perhaps people don’t understand the 
importance of these nations because 
they just think these people wear 
sweaters all the time. I don’t know 
what they think of Norway and Swe-
den, but, in fact, Senator CRUZ should 
understand that they are two of our 
best allies. Norway is one of our coun-
try’s strongest and most dependable al-
lies. I will speak more about Sweden at 
another time. 

I plan to take to the floor repeatedly 
in the next month to talk about the 
importance of these allies and to ask 
Senator CRUZ what he does not under-
stand, that these are important allies. 

Norway was a founding member of 
the NATO Alliance, and its military 
has participated in operations with the 
United States in the Balkans and Af-
ghanistan. Norwegians work alongside 
Americans in standing up to Russia’s 
provocations in Ukraine, in countering 
ISIS and the spread of violent extre-
mism, and in strengthening regional 
cooperation in the Arctic. Norway has 
been especially strong on the issue of 
the Ukraine and on the issue with Rus-
sia. I know the Presiding Officer, with 
her background in the military, under-
stands how important that is, and cer-
tainly my colleagues across the aisle 
understand how important it is to have 
allies that will stand up to Russia. 

In addition, Norway is an important 
economic partner. In a letter sent this 
July by the American Chamber of Com-
merce in Norway, Norway ‘‘represented 
the 5th fastest growing source of for-
eign direct investment in the United 
States between 2009–2013 and is the 12th 
largest source of foreign direct invest-
ment in the United States overall.’’ 
Right now, the United States of Amer-
ica for over 700 days has said to one of 
the top investors in our country, one of 
our best allies in security, ‘‘Sorry. You 
don’t rate getting an ambassador.’’ 

There are also over 300 American 
companies with a presence in Norway, 
including 3M of Minnesota, Eli Lilly, 
General Electric, IBM, McDonald’s, and 
so many others. 

In October Norway reiterated its 
commitment to Lockheed Martin with 
the purchase of an additional 22 F–35s. 
These Lockheed Martin warplanes will 
be built at a facility in Fort Worth, 
TX. I have called this to Senator 
CRUZ’s attention. In fact, this is an 
enormous purchase, the biggest pur-
chase made in the history of the coun-
try of Norway. 

These companies, however, are hin-
dered without a strong ambassador to 
help facilitate and strengthen eco-
nomic ties between our two countries. 

Norway is also playing an important 
role in addressing the Syrian refugee 
crisis. Norway has a proud history of 
providing support to those fleeing con-

flict. It expects to take in as many as 
25,000 refugees this year and has al-
ready provided millions of dollars to 
Greece to help that country respond to 
the influx of refugees seeking a way to 
enter Europe. Norway is basically on 
the frontline of the refugee crisis. 

All of us on both sides of the aisle 
have talked about the importance of a 
strong Europe during this very difficult 
time. Yet, right now we have no Am-
bassadors in two of the countries on 
the frontline involved in these refugee 
crises, and those are Sweden and Nor-
way. 

Norway deserves a U.S. Ambassador 
who understands the country and is 
deeply committed to the relationship. I 
believe Mr. Heins is the right person 
for the job. No one has seriously ques-
tioned his qualifications for the job. 

As a Senator from the State that is 
home to more people—more than 
800,000—of Norwegian heritage than 
anywhere except Norway itself, I think 
it is only fitting that the nominee to 
be the U.S. Ambassador to Norway hail 
from Minnesota. 

Of course, there is much more to Sam 
Heins than his Minnesota heritage. In 
addition to being an accomplished law-
yer, he has demonstrated his devotion 
to and leadership in the cause of ad-
vancing human rights. He founded, or-
ganized, and served as the first board 
chair for the Minnesota Advocates for 
Human Rights, which monitors and re-
sponds to human rights abuses 
throughout the world. He also co-
founded the Center for Victims of Tor-
ture, which provides services, research, 
and advocacy for victims of torture 
around the world, and continues to 
serve as a board member. This record 
of accomplishment is particularly ap-
propriate for someone nominated to be 
our Ambassador to Norway. Norway 
has long been an international leader 
on human rights issues. Mr. Heins’ ex-
tensive work on human rights and with 
nongovernmental organizations that 
support human rights will be ex-
tremely helpful in sustaining and 
building on the strong U.S.-Norweigian 
partnership in this area. 

Last year, as we know, Congress was 
able to find common ground on so 
many issues. We passed a budget bill, 
we passed a transportation bill, a his-
toric amount of funding, an increase in 
funding. We got the bill done on sex 
trafficking that Senator CORNYN and I 
worked on so hard. I can go through a 
list of the work we did together across 
the aisle. 

When it comes to foreign relations, 
our country has always believed that a 
united front is most important on the 
world stage. We have a united front 
when it comes to the countries of Nor-
way and Sweden. We understand they 
are our true allies. We have a united 
front on these two Ambassador nomi-
nees. They were noncontroversial. 
They went through the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Senator CORKER and 
Senator CARDIN have worked together 
to make sure they get to the floor, but 
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