
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1278 March 3, 2016 
land is wholly within a reservation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 2637. A bill to amend the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act to clarify the treatment of au-
thentic Alaska Native articles of handicraft 
containing nonedible migratory bird parts, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN: 
S. 2638. A bill to provide for the issuance of 

a Battle of Midway 75th Anniversary 
Semipostal Stamp; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr. 
MCCAIN): 

S. 2639. A bill to direct the Director of the 
Government Publishing Office to provide 
members of the public with Internet access 
to Congressional Research Service reports, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 2640. A bill to amend the market name 
of genetically altered salmon in the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. 2641. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act, in relation to requiring 
adrenoleukodystrophy screening of 
newborns; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2642. A bill to require air carriers to pro-
vide training to certain employees and con-
tractors to combat human trafficking; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. Res. 385. A resolution recognizing the 
historic achievement of astronaut Scott Jo-
seph Kelly of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration as the first person of 
the United States to complete a continuous 
1-year mission in space; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. REID, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LEAHY, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. COONS, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. NELSON, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. UDALL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Ms. WARREN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. 
CARPER): 

S. Res. 386. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the United States 
should establish a goal of more than 50 per-
cent clean and carbon-free electricity by 2030 
to avoid the worst impacts of climate 
change, grow the economy, increase shared 
prosperity, improve public health, and pre-
serve the national security of the United 
States; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 387. A resolution congratulating the 
Historic Columbia River Highway on its 
100th year; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KIRK, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MURPHY, and Ms. CANT-
WELL): 

S. Res. 388. A resolution supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. Res. 389. A resolution designating March 
6, 2016, as the first annual ‘‘World 
Lymphedema Day’’ ; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
INHOFE): 

S. Res. 390. A resolution designating March 
3, 2016 as ‘‘World Wildlife Day’’ ; considered 
and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 578 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 578, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 901 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 901, a bill to establish in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs a na-
tional center for research on the diag-
nosis and treatment of health condi-
tions of the descendants of veterans ex-
posed to toxic substances during serv-
ice in the Armed Forces that are re-
lated to that exposure, to establish an 
advisory board on such health condi-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 1506 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1506, a bill to provide for youth jobs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1661, a bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act to pre-
serve consumer and employer access to 
licensed independent insurance pro-
ducers. 

S. 1775 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1775, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to accept 
additional documentation when consid-
ering the application for veterans sta-
tus of an individual who performed 
service as a coastwise merchant sea-
man during World War II, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1890 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-

shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1890, a bill to amend chap-
ter 90 of title 18, United States Code, to 
provide Federal jurisdiction for the 
theft of trade secrets, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1989 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1989, a bill to improve access to 
primary care services. 

S. 2185 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2185, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
recognition of the fight against breast 
cancer. 

S. 2235 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2235, a bill to repeal debt collection 
amendments made by the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015. 

S. 2373 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2373, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for Medicare coverage of cer-
tain lymphedema compression treat-
ment items as items of durable medical 
equipment. 

S. 2426 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2426, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
State to develop a strategy to obtain 
observer status for Taiwan in the 
International Criminal Police Organi-
zation, and for other purposes. 

S. 2536 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2536, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to issue a notice of proposed 
rulemaking regarding the inclusion in 
aircraft medical kits of medications 
and equipment to meet the emergency 
medical needs of children. 

S. 2544 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2544, a bill to increase 
public safety by punishing and deter-
ring firearms trafficking. 

S. 2551 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2551, a bill to help prevent 
acts of genocide and mass atrocities, 
which threaten national and inter-
national security, by enhancing United 
States civilian capacities to prevent 
and mitigate such crises. 

S. 2600 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
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VITTER) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2600, a bill to amend the Military Se-
lective Service Act to provide that any 
modification to the duty to register for 
purposes of the Military Selective 
Service Act may be made only through 
an Act of Congress, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2611 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2611, a bill to amend the 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 
to replace the Federal Election Com-
mission with the Federal Election Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 4 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent reso-
lution supporting the Local Radio 
Freedom Act. 

S. RES. 383 
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 383, a resolution 
recognizing the importance of the 
United States-Israel economic rela-
tionship and encouraging new areas of 
cooperation. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3402 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3402 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 524, a bill to 
authorize the Attorney General to 
award grants to address the national 
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse 
and heroin use. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAIN): 

S. 2639. A bill to direct the Director 
of the Government Publishing Office to 
provide members of the public with 
Internet access to Congressional Re-
search Service reports, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Senator 
MCCAIN and I are introducing bipar-
tisan, bicameral legislation to make 
reports published by the Congressional 
Research Service, CRS, available to 
the American public online. This legis-
lation will open up an invaluable, tax-
payer-funded resource for use by 
schools, universities, researchers, li-
braries, and individuals across the 
country. 

The CRS was founded more than 100 
years ago to provide comprehensive, 
non-partisan information on vital 
issues affecting national policy. In 2015, 
CRS issued over 1200 new reports and 
updated almost 2500 existing products, 
on matters ranging from the structure 

of government agencies, to summaries 
of legislative proposals, foreign policy 
primers, and everything in between. 
These reports are posted on an internal 
website for use by Members of Congress 
and their staff, but they are not dis-
tributed directly to the public. In an 
informal arrangement that is all too 
familiar in Washington, this unneces-
sary restriction has created a cottage 
industry of services that make copies 
of the reports available to lobbyists for 
a subscription fee. Schools and the gen-
eral public cannot access them, nor do 
readers know whether the scattering of 
CRS reports they can find online 
through third-party websites are au-
thentic, complete, or up-to-date. That’s 
not very ‘public’ and does nothing for 
the average citizen in Vermont or the 
rest of the country who does not have 
easy access to Washington. 

Our bipartisan, bicameral legislation 
stops this unequal access by providing 
for CRS Reports to be published online 
in a comprehensive free, and search-
able database on the website of the 
Government Publishing Office, GPO. 
This straightforward but important 
step has long been called for by librar-
ies, educators, and public interest 
groups across the country. It is also 
supported by retired and former CRS 
employees, who note that ‘‘CRS reports 
are widely available on Capitol Hill to 
staff and lobbyists alike, are released 
with no expectation of confidentiality, 
and could be of immense value to the 
general public.’’ 

The century-old CRS was founded on 
the principles of nonpartisanship and 
respect for accurate, thoughtful infor-
mation to inform the policy conversa-
tions of the day. It is a testament to 
the best ideals of Congress, and all 
Americans should benefit from the 
work and resources it provides. When I 
think of my grandchildren working on 
research reports for school, I want 
them to have access to this resource. I 
also want the American people to know 
what information their Members of 
Congress are receiving on leading pol-
icy issues of the day. 

The legislation includes several im-
portant measures—responsive to con-
cerns from CRS—to ensure that only 
appropriate materials are shared on-
line. It makes clear that the GPO 
website will include only final, non- 
confidential CRS Reports and similar 
written, non-confidential CRS products 
that are intended for general Congres-
sional distribution. It firmly excludes 
from publication any memoranda or 
other custom materials that CRS pro-
vides in response to a research request 
from an individual Member of Con-
gress. The bill allows for identifying 
information for individual CRS re-
searchers to be redacted so that CRS, 
not individual staffers, is the named 
author of a work. It also requires the 
inclusion of a written notification in 
all CRS Reports to explain that the 
materials were prepared by CRS for use 
by Congress, and should not be relied 
upon for purposes other than public un-

derstanding of information that has 
been provided by CRS to Members of 
Congress in connection with CRS’s in-
stitutional role. 

This is an exciting time for the Li-
brary of Congress and its divisions such 
as CRS. For the first time since 1987, 
the President has nominated, and I 
hope the Senate Rules Committee will 
soon consider, a new Librarian of Con-
gress to lead one of the largest librar-
ies in the world. As we move further 
into the digital age, now is an impor-
tant moment to consider the promise 
of this great American institution and 
the resources it provides. 

I thank Senator MCCAIN for his long 
partnership with me on this effort, as 
well as Representatives LANCE and 
QUIGLEY who today are introducing bi-
partisan companion legislation in the 
House. I hope members will join us in 
supporting this straightforward, but 
important, step to make CRS reports 
available to the public so that all 
Americans may enjoy this invaluable 
resource equally. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that letters of support be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

OCTOBER 22, 2015. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN BLUNT, CHAIRMAN CAPITO, 

CHAIRMAN MILLER, CHAIRMAN GRAVES, RANK-
ING MEMBER SCHUMER, RANKING MEMBER 
SCHATZ, RANKING MEMBER BRADY, RANKING 
MEMBER WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, AND VICE 
CHAIRMAN HARPER: We are former employees 
of the Congressional Research Service (CRS), 
with more than a collective five hundred 
years with the agency. We write in strong 
support of timely, comprehensive free public 
access to CRS reports. In doing so, we distin-
guish between CRS reports, which are non- 
confidential, and other CRS products, such 
as memoranda, which are confidential. 

CRS plays a vital role in our legislative 
process by informing lawmakers and staff 
about important policy issues. To that end, 
nothing should impair CRS’s ability to pro-
vide confidential support to members of Con-
gress, such as through briefings and con-
fidential memoranda. Nor should Congress 
take any steps to weaken the Constitu-
tionally-protected status of CRS’s work 
product. In contrast, CRS reports are widely 
available on Capitol Hill to staff and lobby-
ists alike, are released with no expectation 
of confidentiality, and could be of immense 
value to the general public. 

Longstanding congressional policy allows 
Members and committees to distribute CRS 
products to the public, which they do in a 
variety of ways. In addition, CRS provides 
reports upon request to the judicial branch, 
to journalists, and to the executive branch, 
which often publishes them on agency 
websites. Insiders with relationships to con-
gressional staff can easily obtain the reports, 
and well-resourced groups pay for access 
from third-party subscription services. Mem-
bers of the public, however, can freely access 
only a subset of CRS reports, usually via 
third parties. 

It is difficult for the public to know the 
scope of CRS products they could obtain 
from Congress. A Google search returned 
over 27,000 products including 4,260 hosted on 
.gov domains, but there is no way to know if 
those documents are up to date, whether the 
search is comprehensive, or when the docu-
ments might disappear from view. 
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