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when people live free of government co-
ercion and control. In America, indi-
viduals can practice any faith or no
faith. This is true religious freedom—
having the freedom to practice a faith
or to have no faith at all and to have
that choice not only be respected, but
protected.

Respecting and protecting this funda-
mental human right means that we
cannot diminish it. The constitutional
guarantee of the free exercise of reli-
gion means that people have a right to
live their faith in public. Saying some-
one has the right to worship freely at
the place of their choosing is not the
same thing. Additionally, while omne
faith group should not be favored over
another, so too should we not err on
the side of removing faith from the
public sphere and opting for no religion
at all.

Thomas Jefferson left explicit in-
structions that his authorship of the
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom
be included on his gravestone as one of
only three things for which he wanted
“most to be remembered.”’

As we celebrate the 230th anniversary
of the passage of this statute, what will
we be most remembered for? I hope
that we can be remembered for not
only honoring this legacy of Thomas
Jefferson, but for upholding a right
that is fundamental to the core of this
nation and to human dignity—religious
freedom.

——————

REMEMBERING OFFICER RICARDO
GALVEZ

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Downey police officer
Ricardo Galvez, a devoted son and
brother who was tragically killed in
the line of duty on November 19, 2015.

Officer Galvez was born on April 2,
1986, and grew up in Whittier, CA. In
2006, he joined the Downey Police De-
partment as a police aide and 2 years
later decided to serve his country by
joining the U.S. Marine Corps as a Re-
servist. After bravely serving in Iraq,
Officer Galvez returned to Downey and
became a police officer in 2010. He de-
ployed again in December 2012 to Af-
ghanistan during Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Those who knew Officer Galvez fond-
ly remember him as a caring man with
an infectious smile, a person of great
humility and kindness, and a trusted
colleague and friend who was com-
mitted to his family and career.

The U.S. Marine Corps’ motto, Sem-
per Fidelis, is Latin for ‘“‘always faith-
ful” and truly embodied Officer Ri-
cardo Galvez. He dedicated his entire
adult life to public service, unwavering
in his commitment to defend Ameri-
cans abroad and safeguard his commu-
nity at home. His devoted and coura-
geous service earned the respect and af-
fection of the colleagues he worked
alongside, the community he served,
and the family and friends he loved. He
will be deeply missed.
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On behalf of the people of California,
for whom he served so bravely, I extend
my gratitude and deepest sympathies
to Ricardo’s mother, Margarita; broth-
er, Pedro; sisters, Nancy and Sandra;
and his entire extended family.

———

TRIBUTE TO DIANNE BEECHER

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to commend Dianne Beecher who
has honorably served the people of
Pennsylvania for over 28 years, most
recently as senior constituent advocate
for my Senate office. Dianne has been a
trusted member of my staff and a loyal
friend over the 11 years we have
worked together.

Before her years in public service,
Dianne had already proven herself to
be a kind of ‘“‘Renaissance woman.”
She dabbled in entrepreneurship,
worked as an entertainment promoter,
and spent a period of time as a race car
driver. While creating this unique re-
sume, Dianne’s most important and
dearest role was that of a devoted
mother to five children—Sharryl,
Aileen, Jodi, Bradley, and Brandee.
Carrying her compassion for people
into her professional life, Dianne found
her niche in the pursuit of helping oth-
ers. She began her career in public
service with the Democratic State
Committee for Pennsylvania as its po-
litical director, eventually joining the
Pennsylvania chapter of the AFL-CIO,
serving as its political education coor-
dinator.

Dianne originally joined my staff in
the auditor general’s office in 2004;
when I became State treasurer, she
moved with me. In that office, she as-
sisted in creating one of the first con-
stituent services operations within the
treasury department. When I was later
elected to the U.S. Senate, Dianne con-
tinued her dedication to the people of
Pennsylvania as the senior constituent
advocate on my constituent services
team.

Early in my first term as a U.S. Sen-
ator, Dianne became a vital component
in the establishment of my office’s con-
stituent services operation. Through
her role as senior constituent advocate,
Dianne has literally saved the lives of
countless Pennsylvanians. Over the
years, she managed hundreds of cases,
specializing in Social Security and
Medicare, while maintaining a genuine
and unfailing commitment to each con-
stituent she encountered. Dianne has
saved the health insurance coverage for
individuals suffering from serious ill-
nesses, allowing them to continue care
and maintain their medications.

She is responsible for the financial
stability of countless people unable to
work due to their medical conditions.
In one instance, Dianne’s work was rec-
ognized by National Public Radio when
she saved a family in the midst of the
2008 housing crisis by helping them fi-
nally receive retroactive benefits due
from Social Security. Most constituent
services work goes unacknowledged by
the press; however, Dianne’s commit-
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ment and compassion remains the
same for every case in her portfolio.
She works meticulously and regularly
goes beyond the call of duty to provide
the resources and support needed for
the people of the Commonwealth.
Throughout her career, Dianne has
served the people of Pennsylvania with
distinction and diligence. Her compas-
sion and commitment to helping others
left a lasting impression not only with-
in my office, but in the lives she
touched through her good work. I wish
her well in her retirement and hope she
will have the opportunity to enjoy
more time with her children, 10 grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING CARL SHARIF

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the life and legacy of
New Jerseyan and proud Newarker Carl
Sharif, who passed away on September
30 at the age of 72. Carl was a dear
friend and mentor to me at the dawn of
my career in public service. He will be
greatly missed by the city of Newark
and by all who knew him.

A son of Newark, Carl began his ca-
reer as an aide to Mayor Hugh
Addonizio in the 1960s, and he remained
a dedicated public servant for the rest
of his life. During times of great tu-
mult and change, Carl was a steady
presence in Newark, working from
within its government to strengthen
the city’s spirit and foundation. In 1970,
Carl helped to lead the campaign to
elect Kenneth Gibson, the first Black
mayor of Newark. He served as an aide
to Mayor Gibson and as a member of
Newark’s school board, quickly becom-
ing its president.

Carl was incredibly generous with his
time and with his tremendous political
and institutional knowledge. He served
as one of my earliest mentors in profes-
sional politics, and he led me through
my first campaign for city council and
my second campaign for mayor. It was
Carl who insisted that the key to sig-
nificant and lasting change in our city
was through walking every street,
knocking on every door, and talking
with every Newarker. Carl reminded all
of us that we were never to forget the
people we were elected to serve, and I
will be forever grateful for his wisdom,
support, and advice through the years.
I cherish all that he taught me, and I
will do everything I can to honor his
legacy through my work and life.

Carl was committed to ensuring the
best for Newark and all of its people.
He devoted himself wholly to our city
and its people, and they loved him in
return. For his family, friends, our
city, and our State, Carl leaves a leg-
acy of public service and unwavering
faith in the goodness of our commu-
nity. As we reflect on this inheritance,
I ask that my colleagues join me in
honoring Carl Sharif’s love for and
service to his city and its people and in
remembering his extraordinary life.e
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TRIBUTE TO BLAKE WOMBOLD

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I would
like to honor Blake Wombold of Heart
Butte, a staff sergeant in the U.S.
Army Reserves, for his generous con-
tribution of new shoes for the Heart
Butte High School Boys basketball
team.

Blake was born in Browning, MT, and
is an alumnus of Heart Butte High
School, where there were only 19 stu-
dents in his graduating class. He
played basketball throughout his high
school career and truly feels basketball
is ‘“king” in Indian Country. Blake
went on to graduate from Salish
Kootenai College with a general
science degree. He has been with the
Army Reserves for 7 years, is a staff
sergeant, E-6, as well as a combat
trainer/biomedical equipment techni-
cian.

This year marks the second year that
Blake has donated new shoes to Heart
Butte’s basketball team. Growing up,
Blake witnessed the sacrifices his
mother, a teacher at Heart Butte
School, made to provide for him, and
he wanted to be able to give back to
the community that supported him.

Staff Sergeant Wombold is currently
preparing to deploy overseas. His self-
less heart is a true example of what it
means to be a Montanan. On behalf of
all Montanans, I am proud of his serv-
ice to our community, State, and Na-
tion.e

———

REMEMBERING ARCHBISHOP
FRANCIS T. HURLEY

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
this week Alaska’s faith communities
are mourning the loss of Archbishop
Emeritus Francis T. Hurley who passed
on January 10, 2 days shy of his 89th
birthday. Archbishop Hurley will be
buried this weekend.

Archbishop Hurley was ordained a
priest of the San Francisco Arch-
diocese in 1951. He came to Alaska in
1970 as the auxiliary bishop of Juneau
and was elevated to archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Anchorage in 1976. He
served a quarter century in that role
until 2001. Archbishop Hurley remained
active in the life of Alaska’s Catholics
until his death. He had a remarkable
career that stretched 45 years.

Many come to Alaska from other
places and leave a few years later be-
cause they failed to take Alaska on its
terms. If there is one thing to be said
about Archbishop Hurley it is that he
understood what it took to be success-
ful in our remote environment. He not
only understood what it took to suc-
ceed in Alaska. He fully embraced it.
He thrived on it.

No roads connect the island commu-
nities for which the auxiliary bishop of
Juneau was responsible. Bishop Hurley
might have stayed in Juneau and wait-
ed for his 4,000 parishioners to come to
him. Instead he chose the road Alas-
kans would take. He learned to fly so
that he could bring the church to the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

people, and he piloted the diocesan
plane for more than 5,000 hours over
the course of his career.

During his relatively brief tenure in
Juneau, Archbishop Hurley created
Trays on Sleighs, an Alaska centric in-
terpretation of the senior feeding pro-
gram known as Meals on Wheels.

He is responsible for three of the
most important social service facilities
in Anchorage; Covenant House, which
serves homeless youth; the Brother
Francis Shelter, which serves homeless
men; and Clare House, an emergency
shelter for women with children and
expectant mothers.

All of these facilities exist today be-
cause Archbishop Hurley took the ini-
tiative to get them built. Near and
dear to the archbishop’s heart was the
“Joy Community,” which helped
Catholics with developmental disabil-
ities prepare to receive the sacraments.
And these are just a few of many leg-
acies he has left around the State. He
also founded two Catholic newspapers:
the Inside Passage in Juneau and the
Catholic Anchor in Anchorage.

You might say that this is all part of
a day’s work for a Catholic bishop. But
understand that Alaska is a very young
State and lacks the infrastructure of
more established provinces. What
Archbishop Hurley did is identify the
gaps in the social safety net and move
forward with a single-minded deter-
mination to fill them.

Archbishop Hurley’s contributions
were international in scope. In Decem-
ber 1990, he traveled with Father Mi-
chael Shields to Magadan—a city in
the Russian far east. In a theater, they
offered Christmas mass—the first pub-
lic mass in the city’s history. Three
hundred people attended.

In the following 3 weeks, signatures
were gathered to register a new church,
and on January 4, 1991, the Church of
the Nativity of Jesus was founded.
Across the years, Archbishop Hurley
traveled there nine times and, on Janu-
ary 14, 2001, celebrated the parish’s 10th
anniversary.

As you can see, Archbishop Hurley’s
contributions were quite substantial.
Yet he was much more than what he
did. Archbishop Hurley was beloved for
whom he was. He was a charming man
with a tremendous sense of humor and
a knack for remembering names. He
was an engaging conversationalist. At
times, it seemed like he was every-
where; at baptisms, at funerals, en-
gaged in the political life of the com-
munity, tending to the needs of the
homeless and the troubled. From the
moment he came to Alaska, Arch-
bishop Hurley was a man in motion,
and even in retirement, he never
slowed down.

Archbishop Hurley, respected by peo-
ple of all faiths, was truly a central fig-
ure in the spiritual lives of Alaskans
for nearly a half century. Every time I
pass one of the churches that were
built on his watch or the social serv-
ices facilities he inspired, I will smile
and reflect on how blessed I was to
know him.e

January 20, 2016

CONGRATULATING VERMONT
ESSAY WINNERS

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, since
2010 I have sponsored a State of the
Union essay contest for Vermont stu-
dents. The contest, now in its sixth
year, is an opportunity for Vermont’s
high school students to articulate what
issues they would prioritize if they
were President of the United States. A
panel of Vermont teachers reviewed all
of the essays submitted and selected
the top 20. I am proud to say that near-
ly 800 students wrote essays for this
year’s State of the Union contest.

I would like to congratulate each and
every finalist and to specifically ac-
knowledge Meredith Holbrook as this
year’s winner of the contest. I would
also like to recognize Vivian Huang for
placing second and Ryan Racicot for
placing third. I ask to have printed in
the RECORD copies of the winning es-
says.

The material follows:

MEREDITH HOLBROOK, MILTON HIGH SCHOOL

(WINNER)

My fellow Americans, today the United
States has the strongest military in the
world. Our nation has the number one econ-
omy. We have the longest running demo-
cratic government in history. If we want to
be considered the greatest in the world, the
home of the free, the land of opportunity,
then we must face the challenges before us.

In 2014, 48.1 million Americans lived in food
insecure homes, of this, 15.3 million were
children. This equates to 14 percent of house-
holds being food insecure. How can the
wealthiest nation in the world be unable to
feed its hungry? We have the full capability
of providing for those in need. We should not
allow politics to stop us from caring for our
citizens in need. It is impossible to expect
the people of this country to be functioning
members of society without adequate nour-
ishment. The solution to this problem is sim-
ple: feed America’s hungry. I believe that if
we were to create a cabinet level agency
dedicated specifically to food-insecurity, we
would be bettering the common good of
America. Devoting ten billion dollars from
the federal budget would make a tremendous
improvement in the number of food-insecure
homes. It may be a bold move to make, but
our nation cannot move forward until our
people are no longer hungry.

Alongside hunger is homelessness. On one
given night in America, about 560,000 citizens
are homeless, and about 200,000 of those peo-
ple are in families. It should be the basic
right of our people to have shelter and secu-
rity. The wound of homelessness cannot be
solved with night time shelters. Homeless
people must be provided with long-term shel-
ters if they are ever to be productive mem-
bers of society. In order to solve this issue,
we must invest in job counseling. Many
homeless citizens are homeless due to the in-
ability to acquire a job. If people had the
chance to have a clean interview outfit, as
well as proper interview instruction, there
would not be as many people sleeping on the
streets. In order to make this happen, we
must have more people trained in the exper-
tise of job counseling, and more programs
helping to aid homeless citizens. Again, this
would mean funding such programs. A small
cost to pay to get Americans off the streets.

How a nation treats its elderly says a lot
about its character. We will not be a nation
that ignores the needs of its senior citizens.
Today, many seniors cannot comfortably re-
tire. They are often forced to choose between
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