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We have a proud history in North Da-

kota of law enforcement officers serv-
ing their State and local community 
with distinction. I have had the privi-
lege over the years to work with law 
enforcement officers in my State who 
span the spectrum—from highway pa-
trol to State and local officers, to var-
ious Federal officers, and the tribal 
communities. Let me tell you, without 
any hesitation, these are some of the 
finest men and women I have ever met 
or worked with. The officers of the 
Fargo Police Department have proven 
beyond a doubt that they are some of 
the finest law enforcement officers in 
the Nation. 

The men and women of the Fargo Po-
lice Department, led by Chief David 
Todd, performed admirably and hero-
ically that night 2 weeks ago. The 
courage, strength, and leadership dis-
played by Chief Todd during this in-
credibly difficult period has been noth-
ing short of remarkable, and those 
qualities have certainly spread 
throughout his department to each and 
every officer under his charge. Remem-
ber, these officers chose this path. 
They chose to selflessly put themselves 
in harm’s way so they could make the 
city of Fargo a safer place for each and 
every person who lives there or who 
may by chance be passing through. 
They chose to put the needs of others 
before their own. They chose a more 
difficult path to tread than most of us 
would ever be willing to follow. 

One of the stories we heard was from 
one of his best friends who said: Jason, 
quite honestly, would have been embar-
rassed by the outpouring. He suggested 
that maybe what Jason would have 
liked is just for people to have a few 
beers and remember him quietly. Well, 
Jason’s loss was a loss not only for the 
people of our State, but it was a tre-
mendously devastating loss for the 
Fargo Police Department and the com-
munity of Fargo. Those officers who 
put on that uniform each and every 
day are a unique and very special 
group, a tight-knit group. Very few 
people can understand what it takes to 
do the job they do. 

Unfortunately, I have attended a 
number of funerals—two during my 
time as attorney general—of officers 
who were killed violently in the line of 
duty. One of the most moving tributes 
to a fallen officer is when the radio dis-
patcher goes through an End of Watch 
Roll Call. This moving and emotional 
moment shows that even in death, the 
men and women of the Fargo Police 
Department stand shoulder to shoulder 
with their colleagues, that they will 
support each other the way they sup-
port the city of Fargo each and every 
day, and that even when a colleague 
has fallen in the line of duty, they will 
always have his back. 

Officer Moszer, Chief Todd, and the 
men and women of the Fargo Police 
Department, I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for your service and 
for your sacrifice to the people of 
Fargo and to the State of North Da-
kota. 

I wish to end with the End of Watch: 
Edward 143 Status Check. . . . Edward 143 

Status Check. . . . Last Call Edward 143 Sta-
tus Check. 

Adam One Central—Edward 143 is 1042. End 
of Watch, February 11th 2016 at 1245 hours. 

Those were the final words that their 
comrades spoke to Officer Moszer and 
his family. 

Without brave men and women will-
ing to step up and willing to stand on 
the wall for every one of us, we would 
be a much lesser society. 

My thanks to my colleague Senator 
HOEVEN for joining me. It is in a great 
North Dakota spirit that we join to-
gether as colleagues in a bipartisan 
way to say thank you and to say good-
bye to a wonderful officer, Officer 
Moszer. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

Mr. DURBIN. I come to the floor 
today in recognition of American Heart 
Month. 

For more than 50 years, Congress has 
recognized February as American 
Heart Month. During this time, we 
have seen many advances in reducing 
congenital heart defects, heart disease, 
stroke, and other forms of cardio-
vascular disease through improvements 
in research, education, prevention, and 
treatment. 

Over 1 million cardiovascular disease 
deaths are now averted each year 
thanks to advances in biomedical re-
search, prevention programs, and the 
development of new drugs and thera-
pies; yet every 15 minutes, a child is 
born with a heart defect, and nearly 86 
million adults are living with some 
form of cardiovascular disease. Con-
genital heart defects are the most com-
mon type of birth defect, and heart dis-
ease alone remains our Nation’s lead-
ing cause of death. 

For millions of families across the 
country, including mine, the impact of 
heart defects and disease can be over-
whelmingly painful. 

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 
parents can now afford health insur-
ance, and coverage can no longer be de-
nied for a preexisting condition. Also, 
insurers cannot set arbitrary lifetime 
or annual limits on care. These protec-
tions can be lifesaving, literally, when 
dealing with congenital heart condi-
tions. 

And while I am so proud of what we 
did in health reform to improve access 
to care, we must do more to improve 

quality of care—and that means find-
ing ways to better treat and even pre-
vent these diseases. 

Thankfully, there is hope for patients 
and families across the country. Break-
throughs in research are getting us 
closer to understanding the risk fac-
tors and causes of these diseases. We 
are developing new drugs and therapies 
to help those who are suffering, and we 
are improving standards of care for 
those living with and managing these 
diseases. 

Increases in funding for the NIH and 
CDC in the fiscal year 2016 omnibus bill 
will support these critical efforts in 
prevention, research, and treatment. 
We provided a historic funding increase 
of $2 billion for the NIH, and the CDC’s 
budget was increased by nearly 5 per-
cent. These increases will support lead-
ing research efforts at the NIH on the 
causes of cardiovascular diseases and 
possible treatments; community pre-
vention programs at the CDC; as well 
as initiatives to gather data and track 
the incidence of congenital heart dis-
ease. These cannot be onetime in-
creases. We must commit to sustained 
long-term investments in our Federal 
health agencies—that means ensuring 
robust funding increases above infla-
tion year after year. That is why I will 
again fight for funding equal to five 
percent real growth in the fiscal year 
2017 appropriations bills for NIH, CDC, 
and seven other research agencies that 
contribute to medical and scientific ad-
vancements consistent with two bills I 
have introduced. 

The American Cures Act would pro-
vide annual budget increases of five 
percent over inflation every year for 10 
years at American’s top four bio-
medical research agencies: the Na-
tional Institutes of Health; the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention; the 
Department of Defense health pro-
grams; and the VA’s Medical and Pros-
thetic Research Program, its bio-
medical research arm. 

The American Innovations Act would 
invest an additional $110 billion over 10 
years in the critically important basic 
science research at America’s top re-
search agencies: the National Science 
Foundation; the Department of Energy 
Office of Science; the Department of 
Defense Science and Technology Pro-
grams; the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology Scientific and 
Technical Research; and the NASA 
Science Directorate. 

We can’t afford not to invest in the 
work these critical agencies are doing. 
And let me tell you why. 

A few weeks ago, I was in Peoria, IL, 
touring the OSF Hospital there. Re-
searchers from the University of Illi-
nois Medical School are teaming up 
with the engineering department in 
joint efforts to bring new technologies 
to medical breakthroughs. They 
showed me a model of an infant’s 
heart. It was an exact 3–D printed rep-
lica of an actual infant heart with seri-
ous congenital defects that would be 
operated on. The model was produced 
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through MRIs and CAT scans. This al-
lows surgeons to look at the heart, 
open it, and prepare for the procedures 
that they are about to conduct. It 
meant less time on the heart-lung ma-
chine, and it improves the odds of a 
positive recovery. These medical 
breakthroughs—made possible by Fed-
eral, State, and private contributions— 
are giving millions of Americans hope. 

In early January, surgeons at Prairie 
Heart Institute in my hometown of 
Springfield, IL, operated on a local 
woman from Decatur. The doctors re-
placed two diseased heart valves with 
artificial valves that were threaded 
into position inside catheters, smaller 
than the width of a pencil. This proce-
dure is known as a double trans-cath-
eter valve replacement. This successful 
surgery was only the fourth of its kind 
in the United States, and the first in 
the world to use the latest generation 
of artificial valves. The lead surgeons 
were from Prairie and Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine. Had the 
valve not been replaced, the patient 
would have faced a substantially high-
er risk for death from congestive heart 
failure. 

As co-chair of the Senate NIH Cau-
cus, and co-chair of the bipartisan, bi-
cameral Congressional Heart and 
Stroke Coalition, I want to thank my 
colleagues for their commitment to 
lifesaving research for all Americans. I 
also want to thank the researchers, ad-
vocates, public health professionals, 
families, and patients for their leader-
ship and tireless support for advance-
ments in the science and treatment of 
heart diseases. 

There is more work to be done, but I 
am optimistic for breakthroughs in the 
near future. 

Thank you. 
f 

PLAN TO CLOSE THE GUANTA-
NAMO BAY DETENTION FACILITY 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for years, 

I have consistently opposed efforts by 
Congress to restrict the Obama admin-
istration’s ability to close the deten-
tion facility at Guantanamo Bay. The 
indefinite detention without trial of 
detainees at Guantanamo contradicts 
our most basic principles of justice, de-
grades our international standing, and 
harms our national security. The mere 
existence of this facility serves as a re-
cruitment tool for terrorists, and the 
facility costs American taxpayers more 
than $4 million per detainee each 
year—an astonishing amount of money 
that could be repurposed to keep our 
men and women in uniform safe. 

I recently received a letter from 
former Marine Corps Commandant 
Charles Krulak, co-signed by an addi-
tional 60 retired generals and admirals 
that noted ‘‘closing Guantanamo is not 
just a national security imperative, it 
is about reestablishing the core values 
of who we are as a nation.’’ I could not 
agree more. I ask unanimous consent 
that General Krulak’s letter be printed 
in the RECORD at the conclusion of my 
remarks. 

Last May, I wrote a letter to Presi-
dent Obama urging him to expedite the 
transfer of cleared detainees to foreign 
countries and accelerate the periodic 
review board process to determine if 
additional detainees could be trans-
ferred. Since that time, the President 
has made progress toward closing the 
Guantanamo detention facility. To 
date, only 91 detainees remain, and top 
national security officials have already 
cleared 35 of those detainees for trans-
fer to foreign countries. I am encour-
aged that the plan unveiled by the ad-
ministration yesterday morning calls 
for accelerating the review process to 
determine if additional detainees can 
be transferred, as I urged, and for com-
pleting that process by the fall. 

Now that President Obama has deliv-
ered a plan, Congress must do its part 
and lift the unnecessary and counter-
productive restrictions on transferring 
detainees to the United States, so that 
we can finally shutter Guantanamo 
once and for all. We should all want to 
see additional detainees finally 
brought to justice in our Federal court 
system, which has a long and proven 
track record in terrorism prosecu-
tions—unlike the military commission 
system that has been bogged down in 
legal challenges and procedural hur-
dles. 

The detention facility at Guanta-
namo Bay has been a stain on our na-
tional reputation for more than 14 
years. Closing Guantanamo is the mor-
ally and fiscally responsible thing to 
do, and it is long past time to stop the 
fear-mongering so we can work to-
gether to close it down. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

FEBRUARY 23, 2016. 
DEAR SENATOR LEAHY: I represent a coali-

tion of more than 60 retired generals and ad-
mirals of the United States Armed Forces 
who have for years advocated the responsible 
closure of the detention facility at Guanta-
namo Bay. I write to urge you to give serious 
consideration to the recently submitted De-
partment of Defense plan to close the deten-
tion facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Clos-
ing Guantanamo is in our national security 
interest, and with the submission of the DOD 
plan, there is a unique opportunity for Con-
gress to lift the remaining restrictions on 
transferring detainees so that Guantanamo 
can be closed. 

Guantanamo continues to impose signifi-
cant costs to our national security. As an 
offshore detention facility that—rightly or 
wrongly—represents to the world an image 
of detainee abuse and violations of the rule 
of law, Guantanamo undermines counterter-
rorism cooperation with allies and unneces-
sarily bolsters the propaganda and recruiting 
narratives that terrorists seek to advance. It 
is a travesty that the trial of the perpetra-
tors of the 9/11 attacks remains bogged down 
at Guantanamo nearly 15 years after 9/11. 

The issue of what to do with Guantanamo 
is not a political issue. There is near unani-
mous agreement from our nation’s top mili-
tary, intelligence, and law enforcement lead-
ers that Guantanamo should be closed. Even 
President George W. Bush, who opened Guan-
tanamo after the 9/11 attacks, tried to close 
it, noting that ‘‘the detention facility had 
become a propaganda tool for our enemies 
and a distraction for our allies.’’ 

We understand that some fear bringing 
even a small number of detainees to the 
United States as part of the plan to close 
Guantanamo. However, we are confident that 
those detainees can be held safely and se-
curely stateside. Hundreds of terrorists are 
already being held in U.S. prisons—including 
one former Guantanamo detainee who is 
serving a life sentence. Rather than trying 
to invoke fear, we should applaud these com-
munities that have successfully and safely 
detained society’s worst without incident. In 
any event, the risks of keeping Guantanamo 
open far outweigh any risks associated with 
closing it. 

In the coming days and weeks, we plan on 
more closely studying the Department of De-
fense’s plan to close Guantanamo, and we 
hope you will do the same. Closing Guanta-
namo is not just a national security impera-
tive, it is about reestablishing the core val-
ues of who we are as a nation, and we believe 
strongly that there must be a bi-partisan ap-
proach to achieving that objective. 

Semper Fidelis, 
CHARLES C. KRULAK, 

General, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.). 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
was necessarily absent for today’s vote 
on S. Res. 374, a resolution relating to 
the death of Antonin Scalia, Associate 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. I would have voted yea.∑ 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD at this point the notifi-
cations which have been received. If 
the cover letter references a classified 
annex, then such annex is available to 
all Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA, February 23, 2016. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
16–12, concerning the Department of the Air 
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Iraq for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $350 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
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