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age of 86 on Sunday in Paducah, Ken-
tucky.

From 1952 to 1962, Bill served as a
fighter pilot in France and Germany
for the United States Air Force and Air
Force Reserves. Bill proudly served in
the 417th tactical fighter squadron and
was awarded the Commendation Medal
for his outstanding work with the
United States military.

In 1962, he retired and returned home
to Paducah to help with the family
trucking company, Usher Transport.
Bill became the manager of the com-
pany and eventually the owner for
many years. Bill established the local
Christmas Cop organization, was hon-
ored as a Kentucky Colonel and a Duke
of Paducah for all of his contributions.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Major Wil-
liam Amos ‘‘Bill” Usher for his many
outstanding contributions to the com-
munity as well as his service to our
country. God bless him always.

———

NATIONAL RARE EYE DISEASE
AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to introduce my resolution
expressing support for the designation
of February 28, 2016, as National Rare
Eye Disease Awareness Day. In soli-
darity with those living with rare eye
conditions and blindness, I am intro-
ducing it in braille.

Joining me today is the Smedley
family from my district in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, whose sons, Mi-
chael and Mitchell, suffer from a rare
eye condition which has caused them
to lose their sight at a very young age.

But this has not stopped them from
pursuing their dreams. Michael serves
in his high school student government
and is a member of the track team.
Mitchell is on the wrestling team and
performs in school plays.

National Rare Eye Disease Aware-
ness Day will highlight exceptional in-
dividuals like Michael and Mitchell as
they overcome challenges and show us
true inspiration.

In doing so, this day will increase
awareness for all rare eye diseases and
conditions that lead to blindness as
well as the need for increased funding
for research and for accessibility of
treatments.

As a member of the congressional
Rare Disease Caucus and as a voice for
the Smedleys and the millions more
living with blindness, I am proud to in-
troduce this resolution today. I urge
my colleagues’ support.

————

CLOSING GUANTANAMO IS A
MISPLACED PRIORITY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the 2016
National Defense Authorization Act
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prevents the President from closing the
detention facility at Guantanamo Bay
unless he submits a plan that receives
congressional approval. He has not.
This week President Obama submitted
the plan to close the prison anyway.

There are currently 91 detainees at
Guantanamo Bay. There were 242 when
the President took office. His plan
calls for transferring 35 of the remain-
ing detainees to other countries.

These detainees have been cleared for
transfer by the relevant national secu-
rity agencies. Approximately 60 detain-
ees will be transferred to facilities in
the United States on our own soil.
These are not even specified in the
plan.

The Department of Defense has iden-
tified many potential sites, but again
this has not received congressional ap-
proval. Construction for a new facility
on American soil would cost nearly
half a billion dollars.

With all these things going on, with
the former GTMO detainees being re-
arrested for recruiting new ISIS mem-
bers and an expiration of the timeline
for developing an ISIS plan to defeat
ISIS, this is a misplaced priority by
the President.

We need to stick to the business of
what is going to keep our country safe,
not fulfill some campaign promise.

————
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FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
House Agriculture Committee, I rise
today in recognition of Future Farmers
of America, or FAA, Week.

Earlier this week, the Nation marked
the birthday of our first President,
George Washington. Since 1948, the
week of Washington’s birthday has also
been FAA Week due to the President’s
legacy as an agriculturalist and a
farmer.

Agriculture is a key to not only the
history and heritage of our Nation, but
also to Pennsylvania and to our Com-
monwealth’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. It is important that we help the
future leaders of this industry continue
to grow, ensuring that the future of ag-
riculture is just as bright as its present
and past.

“I believe in the future of agri-
culture’” are the first words from the
FFA creed. Earlier this year, I met
with FAA members from across Penn-
sylvania, at the Pennsylvania Farm
Show, where I held a forum focused on
agriculture issues. I was impressed
with their knowledge of issues cur-
rently impacting farming across the
Nation and was inspired by their vision
for the future. Echoing the words of
the FAA creed, I am sure that, with the
dedication of FAA members across the
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Nation, the future of agriculture is in
good hands.

—————

GUANTANAMO BAY PRISONER
TRANSFERS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 25, 2015, our Commander in Chief
made the 2016 National Defense Au-
thorization bill the law of the land.

Section 1030 of that law states, in
part, that no amounts authorized may
be used to transfer or release, within
the United States, Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed or any other detainee.

On Monday, despite those clear
words, our Commander in Chief an-
nounced that he would try to transfer
Guantanamo Bay detainees to Amer-
ican soil. His reason? A political cam-
paign promise he made nearly one dec-
ade ago is more important than keep-
ing Khalid Sheikh Mohammed behind
bars.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
want Khalid Sheikh Mohammed’s last
breath to be in prison in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. This House—their House—
will grant their wish.

——————

RESTORING ARTICLE I

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about legislation that my
colleagues and I recently introduced
that works to restore our article I pow-
ers of the Constitution.

We all learned about separation of
powers in our grade school civics class.
As you know, this separation protects
that one branch of government doesn’t
overrule or overstep another. It also
ensures that the power of the American
people is never diminished.

Article I specifically grants legisla-
tive powers to Congress, as Congress
was established to be the most direct
voice of the people. We are the people’s
House. It seems the President simply
chooses to ignore this.

I have consistently heard from folks
in the 12th District who are sick and
tired of this administration overstep-
ping its boundaries and overstaying its
welcome in their lives. Americans—
myself included—are frustrated with
an executive branch that goes around
Congress to create new rules and regu-
lations daily.

My biggest disappointment as a new
Member of Congress is our lack of au-
thority to carry out the will of the
American people in this House. As an
original cosponsor of H.R. 613, I strong-
ly support this legislation and urge my
colleagues to join me in restoring and
respecting the most sacred document
in our Nation’s history—our Constitu-
tion.



February 25, 2016

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate Black His-
tory Month and the remarkable con-
tributions of Black Hoosiers to our
State and country:

Take, for instance, Madam C.d.
Walker, a visionary leader who rose
from being orphaned at age 7 to becom-
ing an accomplished entrepreneur of
hair care products and a prolific phi-
lanthropist in the Indianapolis commu-
nity. She was also America’s first self-
made female millionaire;

Or Emma Christy, Indianapolis’ first
female police officer, who patrolled the
city’s streets with the department’s
all-female unit, the largest in the
world in 1921;

Or the 1955 Crispus Attucks State
Championship basketball team. It was
the first all-Black team to win a State
title.

These are just some of the many Af-
rican American Hoosiers who have
helped shape Indiana’s history, en-
riched our community, and trans-
formed our Nation.

As this month draws to a close, let us
continue to honor and recognize all of
the trailblazing Black Hoosiers who
have contributed so much. We recog-
nize that their great work has paved
the path we walk today and leaves last-
ing legacies in their wake.

———

CARBON CAPTURE ACT

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, the
United States is blessed with nearly 30
percent of the world’s coal reserves—
more than twice that of the nearest
coal reserve country, Russia, and three
times as much as China.

Colorado is America’s 10th leading
coal producer. In Colorado’s Third Con-
gressional District, mines in commu-
nities like Craig and Delta provide
critical jobs and tax revenues as they
responsibly produce reliable, affordable
electricity on which countless Ameri-
cans rely.

One thing is certain: the people who
work in Colorado’s mines and coal-
fired power plants take great pride in
their communities and the natural en-
vironment. They want to develop the
land’s abundant resources as respon-
sibly as possible with as small a foot-
print as possible.

I do not support the President’s
Clean Power Plan and have voted to
stop this onerous Federal overreach
multiple times. However, as industry
continuously searches for safer and
more efficient ways to produce energy,
we will need to incentivize the im-
provement of technology. Passing the
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Carbon Capture Act will help facilitate
that.

Our economic, national, and energy
security are all served through ensur-
ing that the ability to use our natural
resources responsibly to provide abun-
dant, affordable energy continues.

——
EATING DISORDERS AWARENESS

(Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of National Eating Disorders
Awareness Week.

This annual campaign sheds light on
a disease that affects nearly 30 million
Americans and has the highest mor-
tality rate of any mental illness. While
recovery is certainly possible, early de-
tection and intervention is key. Unfor-
tunately, many people are unfamiliar
with the signs typically associated
with an eating disorder.

This is why I introduced a bipartisan
bill with several of my female col-
leagues, H.R. 4153, the Educating to
Prevent Eating Disorders Act. It would
create a pilot program in middle
schools to begin educating school coun-
selors, teachers, and nurses about the
symptoms of eating disorders.

The facts are clear: education and
early detection save lives. This legisla-
tion, H.R. 4153, would allow for us to
provide both. We have a responsibility
to improve the public’s understanding
of eating disorders so that we can pre-
vent this mental illness.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2406, SPORTSMEN’S HER-
ITAGE AND RECREATIONAL EN-
HANCEMENT ACT OF 2015

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 619 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 619

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2406) to pro-
tect and enhance opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, fishing, and shooting, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Natural Resources. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Natural Resources now printed in the bill.
The committee amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
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points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute are
waived. No amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER), pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 619,
providing for consideration of H.R.
2406, the SHARE Act, also commonly
known as the sportsmen’s bill.

The rule provides for consideration of
H.R. 2406 under a structured rule, with
17 amendments made in order that are
roughly evenly split between Demo-
cratic and Republican members of this
legislative body.

Mr. Speaker, the SHARE Act is an
important bipartisan package of pro-
posals that will promote greater oppor-
tunities for hunting, fishing, and out-
door recreation, as well as safeguard
the rights of hunters, anglers, and rec-
reational shooters.

While similar bills have passed the
House in the past two Congresses, the
Senate has failed to adopt them, mak-
ing this legislation long overdue. This
is especially true when considering the
current administration’s ongoing as-
sault on the Second Amendment, as
well as their restrictions on access to
Federal land. This includes restricting
hunting and shooting on Federal lands,
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