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Country deserves to be in the driver’s
seat when making decisions about
their own future.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HECK).

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to support H.R. 812, the
Indian Trust Asset Reform Act, and I
commend it to you for your positive
consideration.

When you stop and think about it,
this word ‘‘trust” actually has two
pretty distinct meanings. It can be the
belief that someone or something is
honest, trustworthy, the belief that
you can take them at their word.

On the other hand, ‘“‘trust” can also
be a financial or a property arrange-
ment. A trust is legally held or man-
aged by someone else. It could be for
your kids or your grandkids or any
beneficiary.

But the irony is a trust in the prop-
erty management sense is that that
often arises out of a lack of trust, as in
honesty, when it comes to the person
or source receiving the money. It is not
a check handed over. It is a financial
arrangement with conditions or re-
quirements.

When it comes to Indian Country,
they have plenty of historical reasons
to lack trust when it comes to the Fed-
eral Government; but, the Federal Gov-
ernment does not have reasons to not
trust Indian Country’s ability to man-
age their own resources, and natural
resources are what have always been
the most important asset in Indian
Country.

The Indian Trust Asset Reform Act is
based on the simple notion that Indian
Country prospers when tribes have the
opportunity to make their own deci-
sions and chart their own paths. This is
what self-determination 1looks like.
This is what sovereignty looks like.

Many tribes, particularly those in
my home State of Washington, are
among the largest employers and nat-
ural resource managers in the entire
region. Tribes in the Pacific Northwest
have an abundance of trust resources
on their land, from timber to range-
land, to fishery resources.

These tribes count on the ability to
make decisions quickly to adjust to
changing circumstances and to main-
tain vibrant communities for their
members and the region as a whole.

H.R. 812 advances this idea by giving
tribes new authority to propose and
enter into management plans with the
Department of Interior, plans that put
the tribes in the driver’s seat.

H.R. 812 also returns more control to
tribal members, who are often frus-
trated by, as has been noted earlier,
years-long delays that they must go
through in obtaining Federal approval
to sell or lease or otherwise manage
their trust lands.

H.R. 812 would give individuals and
tribes a new option to complete these
transactions without having to wait
for the Department of Interior to go
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through all that lengthy review and ap-
proval process.

Accordingly, it will save time, it will
save money, but, most importantly, it
will allow the tribes to make their own
decisions about how to use their his-
toric lands.

When we find commonsense fixes like
this, we restore some of the trust, in
the first meaning of the word, and
build upon the trust that is already
there.

Twenty-seven years ago, if I may
make a personal note, I had the privi-
lege to join the office of Governor
Booth Gardner in a role that would
quickly become chief of staff. Fairly
shortly, we signed off on a document
known as the Centennial Accord. My
good friend and colleague from Wash-
ington State will recall it well.

Basically, it was the first memori-
alization in the history of the United
States that recognized the govern-
ment-to-government relationship be-
tween the tribes and the State of Wash-
ington.

I have said regularly since, in an
intermittent public service career ex-
tending back 40-some years, I have no
higher point of pride than the small
role I played in that, lo, those many
years ago.

Accordingly, I would like to thank
Congressman SIMPSON very much for
his leadership on this bill and for al-
lowing me the privilege to be the
Democratic lead cosponsor.

I would like to add my expression of
gratitude to Chairman MCCLINTOCK and
the gentlewoman from Massachusetts
(Ms. TSONGAS) as well as our ranking
member, all those involved.

I would like to thank the Affiliated
Tribes of Northwest Indians and its
Trust Reform Committee. Let it not go
unsaid that there was a decade of work
leading up to today, a decade of work.

‘“‘Sovereignty’” means sovereignty.
“Government-to-government’”> means
just exactly that. The fact of the mat-
ter is we have a moral and a legal and
sometimes a treaty obligation to fulfill
that government-to-government rela-
tionship. It is the right thing to do.

It is in that spirit that I submit H.R.
812 for your favorable consideration.

Mr. McCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE), my colleague on the Nat-
ural Resources Committee.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman from California
(Mr. McCLINTOCK) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, last summer more than
400,000 acres of tribal land in the
Northwest burned with the Colville and
the Yakama Tribes, which are in my
district, enduring the worst fire season
in a generation.

The Colville Indian Reservation
alone saw 250,000 acres burned, con-
sumed, by that blaze, much of which
consisted of commercial timber.

The Indian Trust Asset Reform Act,
H.R. 812, will authorize Indian tribes on
a voluntary basis to carry out forest
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management activities on their own
tribal lands without requiring review
and approval by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. It will allow the Colville, the
Yakama, and other tribes across the
West to move salvage log sales more
quickly than is possible under the cur-
rent BIA process.

Providing tribes who maintain their
timber resources with the authority to
make these management decisions will
expedite on-the-ground activity and
open new doors to attract investment.
In fact, I would argue that we should
also give more control to States and lo-
calities in addition to these tribes.

The new authority derived in H.R. 812
will provide additional benefits to
tribes with timber resources. The
Colville Tribe has been attempting to
reopen a sawmill in Omak, Wash-
ington, also in my district, since 2009.

One of the primary impediments to
reopening has been the BIA’s unwill-
ingness to approve longer term agree-
ments between the tribe and third-
party investors. This new authority in
this bill will allow tribes to enter into
these type of agreements on their own,
resulting in the creation of additional
jobs as well as economic activity.

Last September, while catastrophic
wildfires continued to burn across cen-
tral Washington, Secretary Jewell vis-
ited the Colville Reservation and saw
the devastation firsthand. Mr. Speaker,
before the next fire season begins, sig-
nificant resources will be needed to re-
plant these forests as well as rehabili-
tate these landscapes.

The administration has not done
enough to provide these tribes with the
resources they need. We must correct
that. We must make this change in
order to ensure that these forests can
continue to be a viable and productive
resource for the tribes and commu-
nities in my district, my State, and the
rest of the country.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 812, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KENNESAW MOUNTAIN NATIONAL
BATTLEFIELD PARK BOUNDARY
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 2015

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3371) to adjust the boundary
of the Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park to include the Wallis
House and Harriston Hill, and for other
purposes.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 3371

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park Bound-
ary Adjustment Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park was authorized as a unit of the
National Park System on June 26, 1935. Prior
to 1935, parts of the park had been acquired
and protected by Civil War veterans and the
War Department.

(2) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park protects Kennesaw Mountain and
Kolb’s Farm, which are battle sites along the
route of General Sherman’s 1864 campaign to
take Atlanta.

(3) Most of the park protects Confederate
positions and strategy. The Wallis House is
one of the few original structures remaining
from the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain asso-
ciated with Union positions and strategy.

(4) The Wallis House is strategically lo-
cated next to a Union signal station at
Harriston Hill.

SEC. 3. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT; LAND ACQUISI-
TION; ADMINISTRATION.

(a) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The boundary
of the Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park is modified to include the approxi-
mately 8 acres identified as ‘“Wallis House
and Harriston Hill”’, and generally depicted
on the map titled ‘‘Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park, Proposed Boundary
Adjustment’’, numbered 325/80,020, and dated
February 2010.

(b) MAP.—The map referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be on file and available for
inspection in the appropriate offices of the
National Park Service.

(c) LAND ACQUISITION.—The Secretary of
the Interior is authorized to acquire, from
willing owners only, land or interests in land
described in subsection (a) by donation or ex-
change.

(d) ADMINISTRATION OF ACQUIRED LANDS.—
The Secretary of the Interior shall admin-
ister land and interests in land acquired
under this section as part of the Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park in ac-
cordance with applicable laws and regula-
tions.

(e) WRITTEN CONSENT OF OWNER.—NoO non-
Federal property may be included in the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield
Park without the written consent of the
owner. This provision shall apply only to
those portions of the Park added under sub-
section (a).

(f) No USE OF CONDEMNATION.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior may not acquire by
condemnation any land or interests in land
under this Act or for the purposes of this
Act.

(g) No BUFFER ZONE CREATED.—Nothing in
this Act, the establishment of the Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park, or the
management plan for the Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield Park shall be con-
strued to create buffer zones outside of the
Park. That activities or uses can be seen,
heard, or detected from areas within the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield
Park shall not preclude, limit, control, regu-
late or determine the conduct or manage-
ment of activities or uses outside the Park.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms.
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 3371, introduced by our col-
league BARRY LOUDERMILK, expands the
boundary of the Kennesaw National
Battlefield Park.

It also authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to acquire approximately 8
acres of land only by donation or ex-
change from willing sellers. The ex-
panded area includes the historic Wal-
lis House and Harriston Hill.

Wallis House is one of the few re-
maining structures associated with the
Kennesaw Mountain Civil War battle,
while Harriston Hill was strategically
significant as the Union signal station.

The Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in
June of 1864 was critical to the Union
campaign to split the Confederacy, and
although it was a tactical victory for
the Confederate, it opened the way for
the Union’s strategic victory of taking
Atlanta.

The sacrifices of more than 3,000
Union troops on Kennesaw Mountain
made possible Sherman’s famous tele-
gram to Lincoln 3 months later that
‘““Atlanta is ours, and fairly won.”

These battlefields remind succeeding
generations of Americans of the price
paid by so many for the preservation of
our Constitution and the liberty it pro-
tects and the enormous responsibility
that each of us has to maintain and de-
fend that same Constitution today.

I urge passage of the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

This bill adjusts the boundary of the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park in Georgia to include two
historically significant structures, the
Wallace House and Kolb’s Farm, and to
assist in the preservation of the story
of the Atlanta Campaign.

Between June 19 and July 2, 1864, a
series of battles occurred here between
Union and Confederate forces. The loss
of Kennesaw Mountain removed one of
the last major geographic obstacles
protecting Atlanta, which eventually
fell to the Union Army in September of
1864.

The bill will allow for the donation of
approximately 8 acres to Kennesaw Na-
tional Battlefield Park, a unit of the
National Park Service.

I want to thank my colleague from
Georgia, Representative BARRY
LOUDERMILK, for continuing to support
the preservation of the history of this
great country.
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The Civil War was a significant event
in the history of this country and re-
mains relevant as we grapple with civil
rights discussions today.

The preservation of these sites rein-
forces Congress’ dedication to equality
and enables the National Park Service
to interpret and tell our national
story.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LOUDERMILK), the author of this meas-
ure.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman for the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 3371, a bill that will
add valuable historical property to the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park.

This park, which is located in Geor-
gia’s 11th Congressional District, is a
site of significant battles that took
place during America’s bloodiest con-
flict, the Civil War.

Our Nation has long recognized the
importance of preserving historical
sites, especially those battlefields
where Americans fought and died for
freedom. Sites such as XKennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park
allow us to look back in time and get
a glimpse of events that help shaped
our Nation.

It is extremely important that we
understand our history; otherwise, we
will be destined to repeat the mistakes
of the past.

A recent study of American history
education revealed that, while 98 per-
cent of college students could identify
that Snoop Doggy Dogg was a rapper,
only 23 percent of college seniors could
identify that James Madison was the
father of the Constitution.

O 1500

Mr. Speaker, it is now more impor-
tant than ever that the generations fol-
lowing us have access to these historic
sites and to the educational opportuni-
ties they provide, or we risk losing
touch with our history. It is extremely
important to restore the comprehen-
sive study of American history in our
schools. However, it is equally impor-
tant to preserve the places at which
significant events in our history took
place.

This bill that I have sponsored will
simply allow Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park to acquire two
pieces of property that will add to the
historic and educational value of this
battlefield.

One of the properties this bill will
preserve is a home that was built in
1853 by Mr. Josiah Wallis. Mr. Wallis
built this home for his family, but it
was eventually used as a hospital by
the Confederate Army during the Civil
War.

In 1864, the Wallis House fell into the
hands of General William Sherman of
the Union Army during his campaign
to take Atlanta. The house served as
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Sherman’s headquarters during the
Battle of Kolb’s Farm, which was a re-
sounding victory for the Union Army;
but the victory was not without cost.
When the smoke cleared, over 350
Union soldiers and over 1,000 Confed-
erate soldiers lay dead.

Five days later, Union General Oliver
Howard used the Wallis House as his
headquarters and communications cen-
ter during the Battle of Kennesaw
Mountain, one of the bloodiest 1-day
battles of the entire war. This was also
the last major battle before Atlanta
fell to Union forces. While the assault
by General Sherman was a tactical
failure in its costing the lives of 3,000
of his men, the battle also inflicted
heavy losses on the Confederates. After
losing another 1,000 men, the Confed-
erate Army could not stop General
Sherman on his march to Atlanta.

Adjacent to the Wallis House are 8
acres of land, known as Harriston Hill.
This property offers a sweeping view of
the valley leading to the Confederate
line on top of Kennesaw Mountain, and
it was used by the Union as a signaling
position during the battle. This loca-
tion is essential for park visitors to un-
derstand the strategic positions taken
by the Union and Confederate Armies
during the battle.

In addition to being critical sites in
Civil War history, the Wallis House and
Harriston Hill are two of the few origi-
nal locations remaining from the Bat-
tle of Kennesaw Mountain that are as-
sociated with the Union Army. Most of
the park’s current attractions cor-
respond with Confederate history, so
these additions will prove to be major
historical acquisitions that will en-
hance the value of the park and provide
insight into the Union’s side of the
story.

In 2002, the Cobb County Government
purchased the Wallis House and
Harriston Hill in order to prevent the
house from being demolished. Since
then, the county has been seeking to
transfer the property to the park. My
bill simply modifies the boundary of
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park to include the house and the
hill, and it authorizes the park to ac-
quire the property by donation. Along
with the Cobb County Government,
this bill is supported by the National
Park Service, by Kennesaw Mountain
Park, and by several park volunteer or-
ganizations and historical societies in
my district.

This legislation is an essential step
toward preserving our Nation’s herit-
age, and it is a valuable part of Civil
War history. The Wallis House and
Harriston Hill will provide tremendous
educational and historical value to
Kennesaw Mountain Park; and it is my
hope that the park will quickly acquire
this property and will restore it to its
original condition for visitors to enjoy
for generations to come.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr.
urge the passage of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JoDny B. HICE of Georgia). The question
is on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3371.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Speaker, I

———————

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA IMPROVE-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3620) to amend the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area
Improvement Act to provide access to
certain vehicles serving residents of
municipalities adjacent to the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation
Area, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3620

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. VEHICULAR ACCESS AND FEES.

Section 4 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act
(Public Law 109-156) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 4. USE OF CERTAIN ROADS WITHIN THE
RECREATION AREA.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, Highway 209, a feder-
ally owned road within the boundaries of the
Recreation Area, shall be closed to all com-
mercial vehicles.

‘“(b) EXCEPTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESS USE.—
Until September 30, 2020, subsection (a) shall
not apply with respect to the use of commer-
cial vehicles that have four or fewer axles
and are—

(1) owned and operated by a business
physically located in—

‘“(A) the Recreation Area; or

‘“(B) one or more adjacent municipalities;
or

‘“(2) necessary to provide services to busi-
nesses or persons located in—

“‘(A) the Recreation Area; or

‘“(B) one of more adjacent municipalities.

‘“(c) FEE.—The Secretary shall establish a
fee and permit program for the use by com-
mercial vehicles of Highway 209 under sub-
section (b). The program shall include an an-
nual fee not to exceed $200 per vehicle. All
fees received under the program shall be set
aside in a special account and be available,
without further appropriation, to the Sec-
retary for the administration and enforce-
ment of the program, including registering
vehicles, issuing permits and vehicle identi-
fication stickers, and personnel costs.

‘‘(d) EXCeEPTIONS.—The following vehicles
may use Highway 209 and shall not be subject
to a fee or permit requirement under sub-
section (c):

‘(1) Local school buses.

‘“(2) Fire, ambulance, and other safety and
emergency vehicles.

““(3) Commercial vehicles using Federal
Road Route 209, from—

““(A) Milford to the Delaware River Bridge
leading to U.S. Route 206 in New Jersey; and
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“(B) mile 0 of Federal Road Route 209 to
Pennsylvania State Route 2001.”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act
(Public Law 109-156) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(5) as paragraphs (2) through (6), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so
redesignated by paragraph (1) of this section)
the following:

“(1) ADJACENT MUNICIPALITIES.—The term
‘adjacent municipalities’ means Delaware
Township, Dingman Township, Lehman
Township, Matamoras Borough, Middle
Smithfield Township, Milford Borough, Mil-
ford Township, Smithfield Township and
Westfall Township, in Pennsylvania.’.

SEC. 3. CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

Section 702 of the Omnibus Parks and Pub-
lic Lands Management Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-333) is repealed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms.
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 3620, introduced by Congressman
ToM MARINO, amends the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area
Improvement Act to allow a road in
the recreation area to continue to be
used by commercial vehicles that serve
the local communities adjoining this
federally designated land. It is entirely
in keeping with one of our principal ob-
jectives for Federal land use policy: to
restore the Federal Government as a
good neighbor to the communities im-
pacted by the Federal lands.

Before the Federal Government took
control of 70,000 acres of land adjacent
to the Delaware River in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, highway 209 served as
a major trucking route for commerce.
Legislation that created the recreation
area and implemented it sought to pro-
hibit commercial vehicles from using
this public highway, promising to es-
tablish alternate routes. Yet, despite
three extensions of the deadline, local
residents and businesses in the commu-
nities of Delaware Township, Dingman
Township, Lehman Township,
Metamoras Borough, Middle Smithfield
Township, Milford Borough, Milford
Township, Smithfield Township, and
Westfall Township in Pennsylvania are
directly threatened by the impending
limitation.

H.R. 3620 would protect the people of
these communities from this unneces-
sary disruption and inconvenience by
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