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today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which a recorded vote or 
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote incurs objection under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

GULLAH/GEECHEE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE ACT AMENDMENT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3004) to amend the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Act to ex-
tend the authorization for the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
Commission. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3004 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF THE AUTHORIZATION 

FOR THE GULLAH/GEECHEE CUL-
TURAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR COM-
MISSION. 

Section 295D(d) of the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Act (Public Law 109–338; 120 
Stat. 1833; 16 U.S.C. 461 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘10 years’’ and inserting ‘‘15 years’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 3004, introduced by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN), amends the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Act by extending the 
authorization for the Gullah/Geechee 
Cultural Heritage Corridor Commis-
sion. 

The corridor exists to preserve and 
foster the unique cultural communities 
formed by Americans of African de-
scent along the Atlantic coastal is-
lands of four States and that existed in 
relative isolation for many genera-
tions. 

During those years, a distinct and 
uniquely American culture evolved, a 
culture that is gradually slipping from 
us in the march of the modern world. 

Although the heritage corridor was 
authorized through October 12, 2021, 
the Commission was only authorized 
through October 12, 2016. Without any 
legislative change, the corridor will 
have to be managed by a different, as 
yet unconstituted, entity. 

I urge passage of the measure. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this bill simply extends 

the authorization of the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
Commission from 10 to 15 years. 

Congress designated the Gullah/ 
Geechee Heritage Corridor in 2006 to 
promote and interpret the story of Af-
rican Americans known as Gullah/ 
Geechee who settled along the coast of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor-
gia, and Florida. 

The enabling legislation for the cor-
ridor, while providing a 15-year author-
ity for technical and financial assist-
ance, only gave the identified local co-
ordinating entity a 10-year authoriza-
tion. This bill matches up the two au-
thorities so the Commission can con-
tinue its work. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 
bringing this issue to our attention and 
all of his work on behalf of the Gullah/ 
Geechee Heritage Corridor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 3004, 
which would extend authorization for 
the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage 
Corridor Commission through October 
of 2021. 

The low country and sea islands of 
our southeastern States, including the 
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia, are home to some of our Nation’s 
most treasured cultures. One of the 
most unique is the Gullah/Geechee peo-
ple. 

Over the past three centuries, the 
Gullah/Geechee people have developed 
and preserved their own distinct lan-
guage and culture that retains many of 
their African traditions. The Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
was created to recognize the cultural 
contributions of the Gullah/Geechee 
and to assist in preserving and inter-
preting their history, language, folk-
lore, art, and music. 

The Gullah/Geechee Cultural Herit-
age Corridor Commission coordinates 
with local officials and communities to 
preserve and honor the Gullah/Geechee 
heritage for years to come. 

H.R. 3004 would extend the Commis-
sion’s authorization for an additional 5 
years so that they may continue their 
mission of preserving the valuable con-
tributions of the Gullah/Geechee cul-
ture. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
CLYBURN), my distinguished colleague. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me the 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3004, a bill that makes a technical 
change to the Gullah/Geechee Cultural 
Heritage Act. 

Gullah/Geechee is a blend of African 
and European language, culture, and 
traditions found along the coast and 
sea islands of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, where 
former slaves began their freedom in 
isolated and remote communities and 
nurtured unique cultural traditions. 

The Gullah/Geechee Cultural Herit-
age Act, signed into law in 2006, cre-
ated the Gullah/Geechee Heritage Cor-
ridor to preserve and protect the re-
maining vestiges of this living culture, 
which has been threatened by develop-
ment in these coastal communities. 

Called Gullah in the Carolinas and 
Geechee in Georgia and Florida, these 
enclaves of language and culture pro-
vide a significant link to African 
American heritage. As a former history 
teacher and historic preservation advo-
cate, the establishment of the heritage 
corridor is one of my proudest achieve-
ments in Congress. 

This bill before us corrects a tech-
nical issue by extending the authoriza-
tion of the Commission created by the 
original legislation to coincide with 
the heritage corridor, which runs to 
2021. Without this change, the heritage 
corridor would continue to exist but 
would need to be managed by a new en-
tity, eroding the progress the current 
Commission has made toward imple-
menting its management plan. Enact-
ing this legislation will ensure con-
tinuity in the management of the cor-
ridor so that its mission is carried out 
as efficiently and effectively as pos-
sible. 

I want to thank the chairman and 
ranking members of the Committee on 
Natural Resources and Subcommittee 
on Federal Lands for their support of 
this bill and for moving it swiftly to 
the House floor today for consider-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support its passage. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. RICE). 

b 1400 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. I thank 
the distinguished gentleman for yield-
ing. 

The Gullah/Geechee culture is in-
fused throughout the low country of 
South Carolina. In fact, it is a big part 
of what makes the low country of 
South Carolina so unique. From 
Daufuskie on the southern end to Lit-
tle River Neck on the northern end, 
that culture permeates our geography 
and our people. 

My father’s family, my grandfather’s 
family, my brother, and myself were 
raised in the midst of the Gullah/ 
Geechee culture. In all of our cities— 
again, from north to south; in Charles-
ton, Myrtle Beach, and Georgetown— 
you can see those traditions infused 
throughout those communities. 
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The traditions of the Gullah/Geechee 

arts, oral history, literature, music, 
cuisine, and others, have made a dis-
tinctive impact on the coastal Carolina 
culture. Growing up on the coast, I 
have fond memories of the Gullah/ 
Geechee people and their way of life. 

Authorizing the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Corridor Commission is 
important to preserving and managing 
the uniqueness of their important tra-
ditions. I support the reauthorization 
of the Commission and the passage of 
H.R. 3004. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of this measure, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3004. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT 
OF 2016 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2880) to redesignate the Mar-
tin Luther King, Junior, National His-
toric Site in the State of Georgia, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2880 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL HIS-

TORICAL PARK. 
The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish the 

Martin Luther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site in the State of Georgia, and for other pur-
poses’’ (Public Law 96–428) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a) of the first section, by 
striking ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther King, 
Junior, National Historic Site Boundary Map’, 
number 489/80,013B, and dated September 1992’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park Proposed 
Boundary Revision’, numbered 489/128,786 and 
dated June 2015’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. Na-
tional Historical Park’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘national historic site’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘national histor-
ical park’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘historic site’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘historical park’’; and 

(5) by striking ‘‘historic sites’’ in section 2(a) 
and inserting ‘‘historical parks’’. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law (other than this Act), 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Junior, National Historic Site’’ shall be 
deemed to be a reference to ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2880, introduced by 

our colleague, JOHN LEWIS, redesig-
nates the Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site in the State of 
Georgia as the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historical Park. It also au-
thorizes the National Park Service to 
include the Prince Hall Masonic Tem-
ple in the Historical Park’s boundaries. 

The Prince Hall Masonic Temple long 
served as the headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. This historic and distinguished 
civil rights organization was cofounded 
by Dr. King, who also served as its first 
president. Including the Prince Hall 
Masonic Temple within the unit’s 
boundary allows the National Park 
Service to provide technical assistance 
to the building’s owners with respect 
to repairs, renovations, and mainte-
nance that would preserve its historic 
integrity. 

It can be said that every American 
figuratively walks in the footsteps of 
the American Founders and those who 
followed them and who perfected their 
vision. Because of their work, we enjoy 
the blessings of a free government that 
exists to protect the God-given natural 
rights of every person and a free soci-
ety where every person will be judged, 
in Dr. King’s words, ‘‘on the content of 
his character.’’ 

Our historical parks give us the op-
portunity literally to walk in the foot-
steps of these great Americans who 
have struggled over the centuries to se-
cure this vision. Those who gathered 
around Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
the 1950s walked the streets of this 
neighborhood, and its preservation 
gives us and future generations a tan-
gible link with them. 

One of them was our distinguished 
colleague, Congressman LEWIS, and I 
commend him for his work. It is alto-
gether fitting that a man who did so 
much to establish this legacy brings to 
the House today a bill to further pre-
serve it, and I urge its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 2880 is a simple piece of legisla-
tion that has broad bipartisan support. 
The bill will accomplish two primary 

goals: to redesignate the Martin Lu-
ther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site in Atlanta, Georgia, as a National 
Historical Park, and to adjust the 
boundary of the park to include the 
Prince Hall Masonic Temple. These ac-
tions will enhance the ability of the 
National Park Service and the commu-
nity to tell the very important story of 
Dr. King. 

The site, which is the final resting 
place of the great civil rights leader, 
continues to connect visitors with the 
historical and contemporary struggles 
for civil rights in this country. These 
stories are as relevant today as they 
were half a century ago. This legisla-
tion will provide the site with the prop-
er acknowledgment that it deserves. 

I want to thank Congressman LEWIS, 
who remains an important civil rights 
leader, for bringing this important bill 
forward. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise as the 
proud sponsor of this legislation. 

First, let me thank Chairman 
BISHOP, Ranking Member GRIJALVA, 
and all the staff of the Natural Re-
sources Committee for their hard work 
and support of this act. 

Mr. Speaker, my bipartisan bill will 
create the first National Historic Park 
in the State of Georgia. This technical 
change from a ‘‘Site’’ to a ‘‘Park’’ will 
make it easier for the National Park 
Service to share the history of the 
American civil rights movement with 
national and international visitors to 
Atlanta. 

These historic spaces are located in 
my congressional district in downtown 
Atlanta, on and around Auburn Ave-
nue. This is where Dr. King was born 
and raised, where he was nurtured and 
taught, where he preached and loved. 

I was a teenager when I first met Dr. 
King in 1958, at the age of 18. This con-
versation forever changed my life, but 
I was not the only one. Many, many 
people were touched by this man’s ge-
nius and compassion for all human-
kind. Dr. King’s mission was to create 
the beloved community, a community 
of justice, a community at peace with 
itself. 

Dr. King had the power to bring peo-
ple together to do good. His message 
was love, his weapon was truth, and the 
method was the way of nonviolence and 
passive resistance. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., led a 
nonviolent movement that changed the 
face of our Nation. He inspired people 
from all over our country and from all 
over the world. 

My simple act will improve the serv-
ices and educational opportunities for 
visitors to this wonderful space and 
this wonderful piece of history. It will 
preserve this important part of our his-
tory for generations yet unborn. 

Again, I would like to thank the 
chair and ranking member for their 
support, and I urge all of my colleagues 
to support this simple, commonsense 
legislation. 
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