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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, on the
evening of February 9, this little pre-
cious angel, 1-year-old Autumn John-
son, was in her crib when a gunman ap-
proached her family’s Compton home
and opened fire on the converted ga-
rage where they lived.

Autumn was struck by a single bullet
to her head. Two sheriff’s deputies on
the scene didn’t think they could wait
for the paramedics and rushed little
Autumn in her father’s arms to the
hospital in their squad car. She was de-
clared dead at the hospital.

Yesterday sheriffs arrested her sus-
pected killer. The motive is still un-
known, but law enforcement suspects
gang involvement. I hope that justice
is served, but I know that nothing can
make up for what Autumn’s parents
have lost.

I attended her funeral on Saturday,
and my heart broke into a million
pieces when I saw Autumn in her little
lavender casket. Before she was buried,
her young father put her pink teddy
bear in beside her.

When is the breaking point? When
will we decide that our communities
have seen enough bloodshed? When will
we get serious about investing in our
young people and giving them better
opportunities than gangs? When will
we in Congress finally do our part to
prevent gun violence?

Autumn’s life mattered, and it is
time we started acting like it.

———

HONORING CAROL MOONEY, PRESI-
DENT OF SAINT MARY’'S COL-
LEGE

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and pay tribute to a
champion of higher education in my
district.

For the last 12 years, Dr. Carol Moon-
ey has honorably served as president of
Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame,
Indiana. She is beloved by her peers
and praised for strengthening Saint
Mary’s fiscal and academic standings.
Her work has directly impacted the
lives of students on campus, providing
them with the highest quality edu-
cation possible.

As its first lay alumna president,
Mooney spearheaded Saint Mary’s
most successful fund-raising campaign,
raising over $105 million in gifts and
pledges. She also oversaw the expan-
sion of numerous undergraduate and
graduate programs. Clearly, her dedi-
cation to and passion for education has
been felt far and wide.

On behalf of the people of Indiana’s
Second Congressional District, I thank
President Mooney for her commitment
to improving the state of our commu-
nity and society at large and wish her
all the best as she enters retirement
later this year.
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RECOGNIZING THE WORLD WAR II
GHOST ARMY

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor a group of men who
played a crucial and unique role in the
Allied victory in World War II.

The Army’s 23rd Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops, also known as the Ghost
Army, used tactical deception to divert
enemy troops. Recruited from art
schools and ad agencies, these men cre-
ated false radio transmissions, along
with decoy tanks, planes, and other ve-
hicles, to deceive German soldiers
while concealing the true movement of
our Allied troops.

The unit’s members included cele-
brated artists like Bill Blass and Ells-
worth Kelly, and men like the late
Mickey McKane, who lived in my dis-
trict. Mickey was recruited from the
Pratt Institute and put his expertise in
architectural design to good use on the
battlefields of Europe.

The Ghost Army’s activities were
classified until 1996, which meant that
for years their heroics went largely un-
recognized. Last year, my colleague
PETER KING and I introduced legisla-
tion to collectively award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the unit.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation and give the Ghost Army
the recognition it deserves. I hope you
will join me tomorrow night on the
Hill, where I will be hosting a screen-
ing of an acclaimed 2013 PBS documen-
tary, The Ghost Army.

As the proud daughter and daughter-
in-law of World War II veterans, I am
honored to advocate for those who sac-
rificed so much for our victory. I urge
my colleagues to join me in these ef-
forts.

———
LACONIA PD

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
recognition of the Laconia, New Hamp-
shire, Police Department helping com-
bat our State’s growing heroin epi-
demic.

Even in picturesque communities
like Laconia, New Hampshire’s Lakes
Region, heroin abuse is afflicting ev-
eryone from kids to adults. Laconia is
taking a new approach to the problem,
however.

In addition to locking up drug deal-
ers, the Laconia Police Department
named former undercover officer Eric
Adams as a prevention and treatment
coordinator. In his new job, Officer
Adams builds relationships with heroin
users, often at their most vulnerable
moments, convincing them to seek
treatment.

Sometimes his cell phone rings in the
middle of the night. A desperate caller
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pleads with Eric for help. He arrives
with compassion and information. Just
last year, he helped 78 Granite Staters
seek treatment.

In Congress, members of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin
Epidemic are working to direct more
resources to innovative programs like
Laconia’s. The Laconia Police Depart-
ment is providing a model for others
and saving lives.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last
weekend, six people were murdered by
a gunman on the streets of Kalamazoo,
Michigan. So far this year, we have had
more than 1,800 people die at the hands
of a gun and more than 30 mass shoot-
ings. Congress has done nothing in the
face of this continued bloodshed.

What will it take for us to act?

Today I will introduce the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, a bill that
closes the hate crimes loophole and
will prevent those convicted of hate
crimes from possessing or purchasing a
gun.

I have proposed the assault weapons
ban, a bill to end the purchase of fire-
arms by dangerous individuals, to close
the fire sale loophole. My colleagues
have introduced many other bills to fix
our broken background check system.

It is important that we take up this
legislation and vote on these bills to
let our constituents know where we
stand in this fight to reduce gun vio-
lence in our country.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAY
WEST

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor the life of my constituent
Ray West, who passed away last week
at the age of 89.

Ray was a U.S. Navy veteran who
served during World War II. He went on
to have a successful career in the film
industry, earning an Academy Award
and a Grammy for his work as a sound
engineer.

Ray and his wife, Jean, were married
in 1950. The two honeymooned in Yo-
semite National Park and celebrated
each anniversary by returning there.

Ray became ill and the Dream Foun-
dation stepped in. The Dream Founda-
tion is a wish-granting organization for
terminally ill adults that is based in
Santa Barbara, California. They en-
sured that Ray and Jean would be able
to visit Yosemite for their 65th wed-
ding anniversary.

Last September I had the privilege of
meeting Ray and his son David when
they traveled to Washington, D.C., for
the launch of the Dream Foundation’s
Dreams for Veterans Program. I was
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honored to be able to recognize him for
his outstanding military service and
his extraordinary life.

So today, my thoughts are with
Ray’s family. I pray they find comfort
as they celebrate the life of this re-
markable man.

————

CENTRAL INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the Central Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association.

Founded in 1912, the CIAA is our Na-
tion’s first historically Black colle-
giate athletic conference and one of
our country’s oldest athletic con-
ferences. The CIAA is being held in
Charlotte, North Carolina, this week,
which I have the pleasure of rep-
resenting.

As co-chair of the Bipartisan Con-
gressional HBCU Caucus, I am proud of
the mission of the CIAA, which encour-
ages educational advancements for stu-
dent athletes, promotes positive com-
petitive sportsmanship, and highlights
HBCUs and other member institutions.

The Queen City has hosted this con-
ference for more than 10 years, and the
CIAA has had a positive impact on
Charlotte’s economy over the last dec-
ade, generating more than $325 million.
It continues to generate more than $55
million annually. CIAA’s sponsors,
along with the city of Charlotte, have
also provided $1.5 million annually in
scholarship funding for member
schools.

I thank CIAA for being such a posi-
tive force in the Charlotte area, and for
students, families, and supporters
across the country. I wish the best to
all of the male and female athletes
competing for titles this week.

—————

AIPM ACT/NATIONAL INVASIVE
SPECIES WEEK

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of National Invasive Species
Awareness Week, this is a great oppor-
tunity to call attention to the more
than 4,300 invasive species that harm
our domestic agriculture, local land-
owners, and communities throughout
the United States.

So, what are invasive species?

In my home State of Hawaii, the cof-
fee berry borer, coconut rhinoceros
beetle, macadamia nut felted coccid,
and others cost our local economy mil-
lions and threaten our unique eco-
system, our agriculture and water-
ways, as well as our food supply and
public health.

There is no one-size-fits-all solution
to combat the thousands of noxious
species that are present across the
country. That is why I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to cosponsor and
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pass H.R. 3893, a bill I sponsored, the
Areawide Integrated Pest Management
Act, which would bring local stake-
holders together with researchers and
other key players in order to find sus-
tainable, cost-effective, and com-
prehensive solutions that will better
help all of us to manage and prevent
the spread of these harmful pests and
invasive species.

———

DEADLINE FOR A STRATEGY TO
COMBAT ISLAMIC EXTREMISM

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, last week
the Obama administration failed to
meet a congressionally mandated dead-
line to submit a strategy to combat Is-
lamic terrorism.

To comply with the 2016 National De-
fense Authorization Act, President
Obama was required to submit to Con-
gress a comprehensive strategy to de-
feat ISIS by Monday, February 15, 2016.
That was over a week ago. We still
have not received his strategy. Con-
fronting this threat is of utmost impor-
tance to the safety and security of the
United States and our allies.

While there is an absence of leader-
ship from our Commander in Chief, the
House has taken several steps to keep
America safe from terrorism. We
passed the Visa Waiver Improvement
and Terrorist Travel Prevention Act to
help prevent foreign terrorists from en-
tering the United States. We also
passed the American Security Against
Foreign Enemies Act, a bill to pause
the government’s Syrian refugee pro-
gram.

Just yesterday the House passed two
additional measures to ensure our Fed-
eral agencies are working to disrupt
the travel of terrorists and those seek-
ing help from terrorists.

The House alone cannot keep Amer-
ica safe. We need action from this ad-
ministration, and submitting an in-
complete plan to remove dangerous
terrorists to the United States from
Guantanamo Bay doesn’t count. It just
threatens our security more. ISIS is a
very grave threat that is clearly not
contained.

Today I urge the President to comply
with the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act and submit a plan to Con-
gress.

———

HEALTH SAVINGS ACT GIVES
MORE FLEXIBILITY TO MEET
HEALTH CARE NEEDS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working families in Minnesota and
around the country want more flexi-
bility, more choice, and lower costs
when it comes to their own health
care. Instead of a top-down approach,
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patients should be able to work with
their doctor to determine what is best
to meet their health care needs.

One of the best tools to provide more
flexibility for patients are health sav-
ings accounts and flexible spending ac-
counts. HSAs and FSAs are a great way
to save for future medical expenses.

However, due to certain loopholes in
current law, employers are often dis-
couraged from contributing to their
employees’ accounts. That is why I
have introduced legislation, the Health
Savings Act, that would remove this
loophole and encourage companies to
contribute directly to their employees’
HSAs and FSAs.

The bill also would bring in seniors
and Active Duty military personnel
into the mix by allowing contributions
to be made to those accounts under
Medicare and TRICARE. It also makes
commonsense fixes to the current rules
regarding HSAs and FSAs. For in-
stance, patients would now be able to
purchase over-the-counter medications
such as aspirin or allergy medicine
without getting a prescription from
their doctor first.

Mr. Speaker, let’s give the American
people more choice and more flexi-
bility. Let’s pass the Health Savings
Act.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

ERIC WILLIAMS CORRECTIONAL
OFFICER PROTECTION ACT OF 2015

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 238) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to authorize the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons to issue oleo-
resin capsicum spray to officers and
employees of the Bureau of Prisons.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 238

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Eric Wil-
liams Correctional Officer Protection Act of
2015,

SEC. 2. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BU-

REAU OF PRISONS AUTHORIZED TO
CARRY OLEORESIN CAPSICUM
SPRAY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 303 of part IIT of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§4049. Officers and employees of the Bureau
of Prisons authorized to carry oleoresin
capsicum spray
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Bu-

reau of Prisons shall issue, on a routine

basis, oleoresin capsicum spray to—
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