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through her beloved neighborhood of
Fells Point. She won that fight, and, 40
years later, she is still waging and win-
ning fights for working families.

A few years back, when NASA’s sci-
entists discovered a new supernova,
they named it Supernova Mikulski,
and I know her legacy will always burn
bright for Maryland and for our coun-
try.

Thank you, Senator BARB.

—————

HONORING SENATOR BARBARA
MIKULSKI

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as a Rep-
resentative from Ohio and as the senior
woman in the House, I join my remarks
to those of former Congresswoman and
now U.S. Senator from Maryland, BAR-
BARA MIKULSKI, in tribute to her in-
credible service.

When I first arrived, she was a Mem-
ber of this House, and I remember how
gracious she was to me. Her back-
ground from working class, blue collar
America—from a steel town like Balti-
more, which has transformed since
then—brought the concerns and the
passion of someone from the working
class. She continued on that road every
single day whether she was here on the
House side or went to the other body as
the longest-serving woman in U.S. his-
tory. Imagine that.

Baltimore is famous for having little
steps that people go into their bun-
galows from, and she took a giant leap.
Even though she was probably still one
of the shortest Members of Congress
physically, she remains one of the tall-
est women in American history. I
think of her when I look at the dome of
the Capitol, and I see the woman facing
east—the symbol of liberty. She held
aloft high not just the flag, but the vi-
sion for an America inclusive of all.

We wish her Godspeed in the years
ahead. I maintain my fond memories of
her and of her incredible leadership on
every subcommittee on which she
served and of the honorable service
that she provided not just to the citi-
zens of Maryland, but to our entire
country.

God bless you, Senator MIKULSKI,
your family, your friends, and those
who value your service beyond meas-
ure.

THE PENTAGON’S WASTEFUL
SPENDING

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to highlight the Pentagon’s $125
billion of wasteful spending exposed
this week by The Washington Post.

Just this week, Congress allocated
hundreds of billions of dollars to fund a
military that is larger than the next
seven countries’ militaries combined
while we are providing a comparatively
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small sum of money to increase med-
ical research, to educate our youth,
and to support our first responders. To
then discover that the Pentagon has
identified $125 billion in waste under-
scores our Nation’s misguided prior-
ities.

If just 10 percent of that waste were
redirected to the National Institutes of
Health, cures could be found and lives
could be saved. In this year’s defense
authorization, $1.5 billion is spent to
upgrade an aircraft carrier that the
U.S. Navy recommended to retire.
Until we press the Pentagon to undergo
a rigorous audit, I cannot and will not
support their bloated budget request.

I share President Eisenhower’s con-
cerns when he said:

We must guard against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence, whether sought or
unsought, by the military-industrial com-
plex. The potential for the disastrous rise of
misplaced power exists and will persist.

————
A CHRISTMAS GREETING

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this
week, I had the opportunity to partici-
pate in the American Red Cross Holi-
day Mail for Heroes program, where we
sent Christmas cards to servicemem-
bers who are serving far from home
this Christmas season. Though it is a
seemingly simple gesture of honoring
these patriots, it really causes you to
reflect on the meaning of Christmas.

As John 3:16 states: “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal
life.”

God sent his son to be born in Beth-
lehem that first Christmas, bringing
great joy to the world—with the shep-
herds, the wise men, and angels all
sharing in the joy and celebrations.

Christmas is a time to rejoice as chil-
dren of God and to continue the tradi-
tion of giving, not out of necessity, but
out of love.

We have so much to be grateful for
this year. We are blessed to live in the
greatest country in the world, and we
owe it all to our brave and courageous
men and women who sacrifice so much
to safeguard our values.

So this Christmas season, in the spir-
it of giving, I encourage you to take a
moment and show your appreciation to
those who are serving our Nation both
here and abroad, as well as their fami-
lies here at home, and our law enforce-
ment who have to work these times as
well. May their service and sacrifice al-
ways be appreciated.

Merry Christmas.

———

SALUTING REVEREND T.R.
WILLIAMS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to salute a wonderful pastor, the
Reverend Dr. T.R. Williams, who is
celebrating and commemorating 50
years of preaching. His commitment
and dedication to the special Word and
the word of his faith is to be com-
mended, but he is also a trained busi-
nessman. He is also a person who be-
lieves in his flock and that they are
number one.

I have enjoyed worshipping with Pas-
tor T.R. Williams over the years. He is
an orator, a pastor, a nurturer, a coun-
selor, but, most of all, a friend—a
friend to the members of his great
church and a friend to many young
pastors and others alike. He is admired
by his fellow clergymen. They respect
him for his love of God’s Word.

I am so grateful to have known him.
Just a few weeks ago, his congregation
honored him with a gigantic celebra-
tion at the Stafford Centre because he
is deserving of such.

Pastor Williams, it is my privilege
and pleasure to be able to salute you
and to say ‘‘thank you” for your serv-
ice, because, when you serve in the
Lord’s Name, you serve this Nation.

Might I also thank all of those who
have served in the United States mili-
tary, wherever they may be this sea-
son. This is a season of blessings, and I
wish for everyone in this great Nation
blessings during this wonderful and
very special season.

Happy holidays to all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will recognize Members for Spe-
cial Order speeches without prejudice
to the possible resumption of legisla-
tive business.

————
A TRIBUTE TO STAFF MEMBERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARNEY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the members of my staff who
have served me and the people of Dela-
ware over the past 6 years. Many of
them have gathered in the gallery
above us, and I welcome them to hear
these remarks.

I tell them all the time that we have
the best jobs in the world, and they
have done incredible work on behalf of
the people of our State and our coun-
try. During my 6 years as Delaware’s
lone Member of Congress, I have been
enormously privileged to work with
such a great team. We have become
like family. Whether they are cheering
me on at the Congressional Baseball
Game or they are working a weekend
Coffee with Your Congressman, I know
they have always got my back, and I
could not have done my job for the peo-
ple of my State without them.
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I would like to thank each of them
individually for their contributions to
our team and to our State.

My chief of staff, Sheila Grant, has
guided and counseled me all the 6 years
of my time here. Her honesty and can-
dor have consistently steered me in the
right direction, and I have appreciated
greatly her sense of humor.
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My State director, Molly Magarik,
has not only an incredible ability to
understand complex problems but,
more importantly, she comes up with
solutions to fix them. She is a huge
asset to me and to the people of Dela-
ware.

My deputy State director, Albert
Shields, has stood by me since the be-
ginning, going back to my days as
Lieutenant Governor. His knowledge of
Delaware and his work ethic are un-
matched.

I am grateful for the work of our
team in Delaware. Kristy Huxhold has
kept the trains running on time and
the office humming for both former
Congressman Mike Castle and for me.
Nicole Pender keeps our office plugged
in to local issues and shepherds local
nonprofits and governments through
the maze of Federal grant applications.
Joe Bryant helps our constituents
navigate the challenging landscape of
Federal benefits, all while serving as a
member of the Delaware National
Guard. Sarah Venables is the queen of
constituent service, who is loved by all,
and is a tenacious and effective cham-
pion for our veterans. Annie Gallagher,
a long-time friend who formerly
worked for Senator Roth, we had to
bring her out of retirement twice to
help us with Medicare and Social Secu-
rity, which she gets better than anyone
I know. Drew Slater has done a tre-
mendous job as my eyes and ears in
Kent and Sussex Counties and may
love the State Fair even more than I
do. Larry Morris, my long-time friend
whose dedication to the city of Wil-
mington and its youth is unmatched.
And Read Scott, who helps me stay in
touch with my constituents and directs
people through the confusing worlds of
the IRS and health care.

Each one of these individuals has put
in countless hours on behalf of Dela-
ware. I have been lucky to have them
on my team.

In my Washington office, Elizabeth
Connolly has worked for me since be-
fore she even graduated from Smith
College. I am extremely grateful for
her loyalty and her dedication to our
work on financial services and other
issues. Francesca Amodeo overcame
her roots as a non-Delawarean—and
that is hard to do in my office—to be-
come one of our State’s biggest cheer-
leaders and to help me become an effec-
tive communicator. Connor Hamburg,
a true Blue Hen, has an unbridled pas-
sion for southern Delaware and agricul-
tural policy that can’t help but make
you smile. Gita Miller and Betsey
Coulbourn have helped me share my
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view with Delawareans and respond to
one of the largest constituencies in the
whole House of Representatives. Last-
ly, our staff assistant, Elena
Kochnowicz, and her recent prede-
cessor, Brannock Furey, have done ev-
erything under the sun. From Capitol
tours to greeting visitors with a smil-
ing face, both Elena and Brannock
have been crucial to our operation.

In addition to our current staff, I
would also like to thank the many
dedicated folks who have worked for
me in previous years. Doug Gramiak
first served as chief of staff during my
time as Lieutenant Governor and later
as my State director. He has been a
valued friend and confidant ever since.
Doug got our office up and running 6
yvears ago and played a critical role
during my first years in Congress.

I would also like to recognize my
first chief of staff here in Washington,
Elizabeth Hart. Elizabeth worked for
me for 5 years and built a solid founda-
tion from the start. She showed me the
ropes here in D.C., and her knowledge
and experience was invaluable to me
and to our office.

Lastly, I would like to thank all our
former staff in Delaware and here in
the District: Cerron Cade, Bob
Stickels, Gail Seitz, Sam Hodas, Justin
German, Craig Radcliffe, Natasha
Babiarz, Mary Williams, Katie Paisley,
James Allen, Jenny Kane, Matt Pincus,
and Steve Carfagno. I will always re-
member our time together and will
never forget their hard work on behalf
of the people of Delaware and myself.

Mr. Speaker, it has been an honor to
have served alongside this team, from
making sure constituents receive the
Federal ©benefits they deserve, to
crafting legislative policy that address-
es the needs of our State. Each of these
individuals has worked tirelessly on be-
half of Delawareans, and I want to pub-
licly thank them today for their dedi-
cation to the people of our great State.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

CELEBRATING INDIANA’S
BICENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. ROKITA) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to stand before the Chamber
today and talk about one of my favor-
ite subjects and one of the favorite sub-
jects of all the speakers who are going
to appear before this floor in the next
hour. And that is the State of Indiana
and, in particular, the fact that, as a
very proud State which has offered so
much to this Nation, we are cele-
brating our 200th anniversary since ad-
mission to the Union.

It has been the highest honor of my
life to serve Indiana in public office,
and, I know for all the speakers today,
it has been the same for them.
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We have a lot to talk about in very
few minutes, if you consider it. So I
would like to get right to introducing
some of my colleagues who are here to
celebrate the bicentennial of the State
of Indiana. The first being one of my
good friends, Mr. ToDD YOUNG from In-
diana’s Ninth Congressional District.
He has represented that district since
2010. He is an amazing young leader.
And last month, he was made our Sen-
ator-elect to serve in the next Cham-
ber, and we look forward to working
with him.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield to
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. I thank the
gentleman for yielding. It has been a
privilege serving with him in the House
on behalf of the people of Indiana. I
look forward to our continued work to-
gether. I am just so grateful for our
delegation and the leadership it exhib-
ited on behalf of the State.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Indiana’s bicentennial celebration.
Much of our State’s great history ema-
nated from a little town in Indiana’s
Ninth Congressional District, which I
have had the honor and privilege of
representing for the last 6 years. The
town is Corydon. It is located in Har-
rison County, which is on the banks of
the Ohio River.

In 1816, James Madison, our then-
President, signed an enabling act to ex-
plore the possibility of statehood for
Indiana. Soon after, in June of 1816, 43
delegates congregated across the terri-
tory. They came to descend on
Corydon, and their purpose was to
draft our State’s first constitution.
Much of the delegates’ work was done
under the shade of a large elm tree,
known by all of those in our delega-
tion, and known by so many Hoosiers
and even people outside of the State
today, as the Constitution Elm. That
tree still stands, and Indiana is still
going strong.

Our Constitution set the table for the
State’s first election in August of that
year, where Jonathan Jennings was
elected our Governor. In November,
Governor Jennings and Indiana’s newly
elected representatives met in the new
capitol building, which is a beautiful
building. And the intention there was
to commence the State’s first general
assembly session. Their work resulted
in Indiana formally being admitted as
the country’s 19th State in December
of 1816. Corydon would serve as the
State’s capital until 1825, when the
State’s government was then moved to
Indianapolis, where it remains today,
centrally in the State.

Now, Corydon also served as the site
of Indiana’s only battle during the
Civil War. The attack was a part of
Morgan’s Raid, as confederate troops
descended across the Ohio River under
the leadership of confederate General
John Hunt Morgan. He moved across
parts of Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and
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