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Today I would like to take a moment 

to recognize two exceptional friends of 
mine on the other side of the aisle, Re-
publicans who enriched my time in 
Congress and brought honor to this 
body. I rise today to speak of the serv-
ice of RICHARD HANNA and REID RIBBLE. 
These two gentlemen represent small 
town America—rural Upstate New 
York, in the case of RICHARD; and 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, and surrounding 
environments in the case of REID. 

They have a number of similarities. 
They are both hardworking, dedicated 
Members of this Chamber, who leave 
after only three terms. They are fierce-
ly dedicated to their family, and fam-
ily concerns figured heavily into their 
decision not to seek reelection. 

They have both been very successful 
businesspeople, building their own en-
terprises; taking pride, in the case of 
REID, in the employment and terrific 
service from a roofing company; and 
RICHARD, founding and growing a con-
struction enterprise. 

Both are accomplished in a broad 
range of other areas. RICHARD is a pilot 
who travels across the country piloting 
his own plane. REID recently completed 
a motorcycle trip from Alaska, all the 
way across North America to the Flor-
ida Keys; most of it with his wife 
riding along with him. 

They are both what normally would 
have been regarded as conservative Re-
publicans. That description really be-
lies their approach and their value to 
the institution. In some respects, they 
may actually entertain some liber-
tarian leanings. But they believe in 
less interference, whether it is liberal 
overreach or zealotry of the other ex-
treme. RICHARD is equally disdainful of 
government telling women what they 
and their doctors should do with wom-
en’s bodies. 

They are both deeply concerned 
about budgets and the economy—core 
Republican values in the past—with 
REID famously, in an exchange with 
some of his Tea Party constituents, in-
dicating that they weren’t fair to their 
grandchildren by refusing to even con-
sider raising the gas tax to meet our 
transportation needs, and he made an 
eloquent case. 

RICHARD has been a partner with me 
for the last two Congresses as we work 
with transportation stakeholders to 
try to inform one another and find 
common ground, working forward on 
solutions to common problems of re-
building and renewing America. 

I fully respect the decision of both 
gentlemen to follow their instincts and 
their families to the next phase of their 
careers, but their decision to end con-
gressional service weakens this institu-
tion. The fact that we could not find 
enough incentive to keep them here, 
being productive and adding their wis-
dom and energy, says something about 
the challenges that this Congress faces 
in the years ahead. 

Serving with them has been a re-
markable pleasure. They have helped 
both Republicans and Democrats func-

tion a little better in a largely dysfunc-
tional climate. They have both given 
good advice to their Republican col-
leagues, which I hope, as they leave, 
will find greater resonance with those 
who are left. 

We are going through a great period 
of a national civics lesson, where 
Americans discover that elections have 
consequences, that facts really should 
matter, and voters need to be very dis-
cerning about the decisions they make. 

RICHARD HANNA and REID RIBBLE 
have helped, through their service, to 
advance that civics lesson. I will be 
grateful to them for as long as I am a 
citizen, and I look forward to years of 
friendship in the future and maybe 
ways to advance that national civics 
lesson that they speak to so eloquently 
by their service. 

f 

b 1030 

WRDA CONFERENCE REPORT: 
WATER FOR CALIFORNIA; FIRE 
PROTECTION FOR TAHOE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the 
conference report on the Water Re-
sources Development Act is the prod-
uct of many hours of good faith nego-
tiations between the House and the 
Senate and between Republicans and 
Democrats. Like any compromise, I 
don’t like everything that is in it, but 
the net effect is an important step for-
ward in protecting against the devasta-
tion of future droughts in California 
and catastrophic wildfire that threat-
ens Lake Tahoe. 

It provides $335 million for des-
perately needed surface water storage. 
It opens a new era of hatcheries to pro-
vide for burgeoning populations of en-
dangered fish species. It adds flexi-
bility to the management of New 
Melones Reservoir and enables water 
transfers to assure that water can be 
more efficiently moved to where it is 
the most needed. It adds strong protec-
tion to northern California area of ori-
gin water rights. It expedites the re-
view and approval of new projects. It 
updates flood control management cri-
teria to make better use of our existing 
reservoirs. 

I particularly want to highlight the 
provisions related to Lake Tahoe. For 
many years, we have spent enormous 
resources to adjust drainage in the 
basin to improve water clarity at the 
lake. The Senate version of the meas-
ure, which was introduced this session 
by Senators HELLER and FEINSTEIN, 
continued this effort; but the Heller- 
Feinstein bill neglected the most im-
mediate environmental threat to Lake 
Tahoe, and that is catastrophic wild-
fire. The Senate bill had no provision 
for forest management, specifically for 
fire prevention. 

The number of acres burned by wild-
fire in the Lake Tahoe Basin has in-

creased each decade since 1973, includ-
ing a tenfold increase over the past 
decade. Eighty percent of the Tahoe 
Basin forests are now densely and dan-
gerously overgrown. They are dying. 
At lower elevations, there are now four 
times as many trees as the land can 
support. Modeling by the Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit warns that, in 
two-thirds of the forest, conditions now 
exist for flame size and intensity that 
are literally explosive. If a super fire of 
the size we have seen in other parts of 
the Sierra were to strike the Tahoe 
Basin, it could decimate this lake and 
its surroundings for a generation to 
come. 

For this reason, Congressman AMODEI 
and I introduced a bill focused on fire 
prevention. This measure was specifi-
cally designed, after extensive input 
from fire districts throughout the 
Tahoe region, to reduce excess fuel be-
fore it burns. It provides for expediting 
collaborative fuel reduction projects 
consistent with the Lake Tahoe Land 
and Resource Management Plan, and it 
calls for funds generated by timber 
sales and other fee-based revenues to 
stay in the Tahoe Basin to provide for 
further fuels management and other 
improvements. 

This was falsely portrayed by left-
wing activists in the region as a sub-
stitute for the Senate bill. As Con-
gressman AMODEI and I made clear re-
peatedly, it was designed to supple-
ment that bill and fill a glaring defi-
ciency that ignored the single greatest 
environmental hazard to the lake. 

I am very pleased to note that the 
critical provisions of both bills—for 
lake clarity and fire prevention—are 
now in the conference report, thanks to 
bipartisan negotiations between House 
and Senate negotiators, most notably 
by Senator FEINSTEIN and House Ma-
jority Leader MCCARTHY. 

Unfortunately, in the last 48 hours, 
Senator BOXER has threatened to blind-
side this effort and destroy the fruit of 
these years of labor and endless hours 
of negotiation. She has threatened to 
assemble enough votes, not to put for-
ward a positive and credible plan of her 
own to address these critical needs but, 
rather, to ruin the painstaking nego-
tiations of many others just as they 
are coming to fruition. 

In the last 4 years, the King Fire, the 
Butte Fire, the Rough Fire, and the 
Rim Fire have destroyed more than 
1,000 square miles of forest in the Si-
erra Nevada. If we don’t restore sound 
forest management for fire prevention 
in the Tahoe Basin now, the next fire 
could reduce its magnificent forests to 
cinders and clog the lake with ash and 
debris for decades to come. We can only 
pray that wiser heads prevail in the 
Senate and that this conference report 
is speedily adopted by both Houses and 
signed into law by the President. 

f 

MY TENURE AS RESIDENT 
COMMISSIONER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, after 8 
years, this will be my last floor speech 
as the Resident Commissioner of Puer-
to Rico in Congress. I want to thank 
my constituents for giving me the op-
portunity to serve as their voice in 
Washington. They are enduring dif-
ficult times, but they never lose their 
hope, dignity, or appreciation for life’s 
blessings. 

I also want to thank my colleagues 
in the House and the Senate. I respect 
your dedication to public service, en-
ergy, and commitment to the causes 
you champion. In addition, I want to 
thank my staff, which has served me 
and the people of Puerto Rico with 
skill, passion, and loyalty. 

Most importantly, I want to thank 
my wife, Maria-Elena; my four chil-
dren; and the rest of my family. They 
have walked alongside me on this jour-
ney through the peaks and valleys, and 
my love for them cannot be captured 
with words. 

It is impossible to condense 8 action- 
packed years into 5 minutes. However, 
if there is a central theme to my ten-
ure as Resident Commissioner, it has 
been ‘‘fighting the good fight’’ on be-
half of the 3.4 million American citi-
zens in Puerto Rico, who have been 
treated unfairly for too long. 

In an example of baptism by fire, the 
battle began almost as soon as I as-
sumed office in 2009, when Congress 
was debating the stimulus bill known 
as ARRA. Even as I was still learning 
to navigate my way through the Cap-
itol, we managed to secure virtually 
State-like treatment for Puerto Rico, 
injecting almost $7 billion into the is-
land’s economy when we needed it 
most. 

The fight continued the following 
year with the Affordable Care Act, 
which resulted in the largest funding 
increase in history for Puerto Rico’s 
Medicaid program. Separately, we se-
cured legislative and administrative 
action that eliminated many of the dis-
parities that Puerto Rico faced under 
the Medicare program. 

I am also proud of our work to com-
bat drug-related violence in Puerto 
Rico, requiring the Federal Govern-
ment to prepare the Caribbean Border 
Counternarcotics Strategy and per-
suading Federal lawsuit agencies to in-
crease their resources in Puerto Rico. 
The number of homicides on the island 
was cut in half between 2011 and 2015. 
But this is not about statistics. It is 
about preserving human life. 

Moreover, I have tried my best to 
serve those who have served us. Resi-
dents of Puerto Rico have a rich mili-
tary tradition, and no unit exemplifies 
their courage and character better 
than the 65th Infantry Regiment, 
which fought the enemy on the battle-
field and discrimination in the bar-
racks. After we enacted legislation to 
award them the Congressional Gold 
Medal, these warriors—now in the twi-
light of their lives—stood beside Presi-

dent Obama as he signed the bill into 
law and were honored at a ceremony in 
the Capitol, one that I will never for-
get. 

The toughest fight of my tenure 
came earlier this year when Congress 
and the White House worked together 
to enact legislation, called PROMESA, 
to prevent the Government of Puerto 
Rico from collapsing. Nobody was 
pleased that such legislation was nec-
essary, and nobody liked every provi-
sion in the bill, but I firmly believe 
that PROMESA, if properly imple-
mented, provides a path to a better fu-
ture for Puerto Rico. 

I close with this thought: Puerto 
Rico’s current territory status, which 
gives Congress license to treat my con-
stituents like second class citizens, is 
undignified and unsustainable. 

Following a 2012 local referendum in 
which island residents expressed their 
opposition to the current status and 
their support for statehood, Congress 
enacted legislation that provided fund-
ing for the first federally sponsored ref-
erendum in Puerto Rico’s history. The 
significance of this achievement has 
yet to be sufficiently appreciated. 
Puerto Rico should use this authority 
to conduct a vote on whether the terri-
tories should become a State. If the 
people of Puerto Rico ratify their sup-
port for statehood, as I expect they 
will, it will be incumbent upon Con-
gress to implement that result. This 
country, which was founded on the 
principles of equality and justice, must 
live up to its creed. 

May God bless Puerto Rico and the 
United States of America. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOSE 
ABEYTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Mr. Jose Abeyta of Montrose, 
Colorado, who passed away on Novem-
ber 14, 2016. Jose is survived by his 
wife, Loretta, whom he married 40 
years ago, and they have two sons, 
Lenny and Juan. 

Jose was a personal friend of mine 
and was a beloved member of his com-
munity. He served our country proudly 
during the Vietnam war from 1969 to 
1971, as a fixed wing mechanic for the 
Army’s 358th Aviation Detachment. He 
received an honorable discharge after 
serving for 2 years. Mr. Abeyta was a 
hero for the time he spent in the Army, 
but the life he lived after his service 
showed us what an honorable man and 
model citizen he truly was. 

Jose married Loretta 1 month after 
returning home from Vietnam, and 
they moved to Colorado Springs, where 
he went to school and earned a degree 
in sociology at the University of Colo-
rado at Colorado Springs. Mr. Abeyta 
paid his own way through school. He 
and Loretta then moved back to 
Montrose, where he began his career as 
a probation officer. He later ran suc-

cessfully for the city council in 2006 
and served as the mayor of Montrose in 
2009. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not just his work 
that defined who Mr. Abeyta was. It 
was the devotion to serving others. As 
a husband, a father, a war veteran, a 
little league coach, and a public serv-
ant, he lived a life full of selfless serv-
ice and stood as an example for all 
Americans to live by. He started out as 
the new guy in Montrose, and he ended 
up serving as the mayor, which speaks 
volumes about the impact he had on 
his community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by Jose’s 
passing because he was an irreplaceable 
figure in Montrose, but I am grateful 
that I had the opportunity to know 
him. His family is in my thoughts and 
prayers, and I hope that the commu-
nity of Montrose will continue to cele-
brate his tremendous accomplishments 
in the weeks and months to come. Jose 
Abeyta will be missed. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on the 
Monday and Tuesday before Thanks-
giving, back in Massachusetts, I par-
ticipated in the seventh annual 
Monte’s March, which is a 43-mile walk 
to raise awareness about hunger in our 
community and to raise money for The 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts. 

The leader of this remarkable event 
is Monte Belmonte, a well-known local 
radio personality with WRSI, the 
River, and a committed activist on be-
half of those who are most vulnerable. 
This year, the march raised a record 
$211,213. This translates into over a half 
a million meals for individuals and 
families who struggle with food insecu-
rity. I was impressed by the stamina of 
all of those who walked and by the in-
credible generosity of the community. 

The sad reality is that there is no 
congressional district in the United 
States that is hunger free, and those 
who battle hunger defy stereotypes. 
Some are homeless; some are jobless; 
but there are many who work but who 
earn so little that they can’t afford to 
put food on the table on a regular basis 
for their families. 

While food banks and food pantries 
and charitable organizations are vital 
in our efforts to combat hunger, they 
cannot do it alone. We need a strong 
commitment by our government to do 
its part. Indeed, I would argue that we 
have fallen way short of doing what is 
needed to ensure that no one goes hun-
gry. Those whom I marched alongside 
during Monte’s March are good people 
who understand what it means to truly 
be part of a community. 

I want to thank, first and foremost, 
the incredible Monte Belmonte and all 
of the people at the River, including 
Mark Lattanzi, Joan Holliday, Michael 
Sokol, Kaliis Smith, Dave Musante, 
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