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I thank EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas for her conviction and deter-
mination and for applying her experi-
ence as a psychiatric nurse to cham-
pion the cause that someone in crisis
should be able to get treatment in a
hospital and not just be locked up in a
jail cell.

I thank Speaker RYAN, who, in his
very first days as Speaker of the
House, pledged his support and deter-
mination to ensure that we would take
action in the way that we treat the
mentally ill in this Nation.

To all of my colleagues in the House
who spoke up, stepped up, and teamed
up in our efforts to end the mental
health crisis in America, thank you.

I thank our colleagues in the Senate
as well—Senator CHRIS MURPHY, Dr.
BIiLL CAsSsSIDY, and Senators CORNYN
and ALEXANDER—for their leadership in
bringing this bill to a vote before the
Senate. As the Senate takes up the bill
today, I ask them all to cast their
votes while being mindful of the mil-
lions of American lives it will save.

Most importantly, I close by thank-
ing the millions who had the courage
to come forward and share their stories
of pain and suffering under this broken
system—those who have lost a loved
one, those who have a loved one who is
sitting in a jail cell or who is homeless
in the streets.

To those who have been the last, the
least, the lost, and the lonely, know
that we will continue to listen. In the
final version of the Helping Families in
Mental Health Crisis Act, we did not
get everything we needed, but we need-
ed everything we got, and we will con-
tinue to work together.

When we began this journey 4 years
ago, I challenged us all to realize the
sad reality of, where there is no help,
there is no hope. Know now that, as we
pass and enact this bill, we will finally
be able to say there is help and, most
assuredly, there is hope.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Throughout history, You have been
ever present to all believers. In times
of darkness, we readily turn on lights.
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Millions of Americans in this season
have variously turned to the celebra-
tion of the Christmas season, with its
trees and lights, and Hanukkah, the
Festival of Lights.

Even so, in our political world, there
remains the reality of considerable dis-
agreement and contention. Where there
is darkness here, send forth a spark of
inspiration and grace to enlighten
minds and warm hearts to respond to
Your love for Your people.

Eternal Father of us all, fill Your
children with the delight that comes
from light. May we walk no longer in
the darkness of distrust, but join to-
gether in mutual understanding and
peace toward the common well-being of
our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire (Ms.
KUSTER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KUSTER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

NICARAGUA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
days leading up to the November 30 and
December 1 protest in Nicaragua
against the Ortega regime’s proposed
interoceanic canal and a corrupt elec-
tion, the National Police, instructed by
Daniel Ortega, sent heavy machinery,
created checkpoints, and used barri-
cades to block farmers and indigenous
communities from attending the pro-
tests. Nicaraguans were severely beat-
en. Some were even shot. But Ortega’s
repression did not stop the Nicaraguan
people who yearn for freedom and pros-
perity from participating in the pro-
test.

Mr. Speaker, in September of this
yvear, this legislative body passed the
NICA Act—legislation I authored,
along with my colleague, ALBIO SIRES,
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from New Jersey, which calls for free
elections, respect for the rule of law,
and freedom of expression. The Ortega
regime seems eager to neglect these
basic important conditions and is dou-
bling down on its tyrannical tactics.
We must hold Ortega accountable with
the NICA Act and tell him we will not
ignore his terrible tactics.

———

REBUILD AMERICA’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, how does
America, the strongest economy in the
history of the world, accept a world
ranking of 23rd behind Spain and Chile
in the quality of our roads and
bridges—American infrastructure?
Let’s look at the facts.

In 2005, Congress passed a roads bill
that was 35 percent smaller than what
was needed just to bring our roads and
bridges to a state of good repair. In
2009, Congress passed an economic
stimulus bill, directed just 7 percent to
our transportation and infrastructure,
and, last year, we passed a transpor-
tation bill that provided less than half
of what was needed to reverse the de-
cline of our roads and bridges. This is
not only weak, it is pathetically weak.

Standard & Poor’s reports that for
every $1.3 billion invested in roads and
bridges, it creates 29,000 jobs—Amer-
ican jobs—produces $2 billion in eco-
nomic growth, and reduces the Federal
deficit by $200 million.

Both Presidential candidates talked
about a large investment in American
infrastructure, but I am concerned that
the President-elect’s program may be
comprised of tax cuts for already-
planned projects. This would be selling
the American people and the American
economy short. You just spent $105 bil-
lion rebuilding the roads and bridges of
Afghanistan. You just spent $76 billion
rebuilding the roads and bridges of
Iraq. It is time the Nation built here at
home and in America.

CONGRATULATING COACH JAMES
FRANKLIN

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Coach James
Franklin and his football team from
my alma mater, Penn State, on win-
ning the Big Ten Championship on Sat-
urday over the Wisconsin Badgers.

Many counted out the Nittany Lions
in the second quarter after Wisconsin
took a commanding 28-7 lead. As ex-
pected, Penn State turned things
around quickly with their lethal pass-
ing attack and always formidable de-
fense.

Quarterback Trace McSorley set a
Big Ten Championship game record
with 384 passing yards and 4 touch-
downs, as number 7 Penn State
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clinched one of the most impressive
Big Ten titles of all time, with a 38-31
victory over number 6 Wisconsin.

Pennsylvania and the Nittany nation
are very proud of you. We are.

—————

PASS LEGISLATION TO FIND
CURES

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
urge the Senate to pass and President
Obama to sign into law the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act.

This bipartisan legislation represents
a comprehensive strategy to improve
medical innovation, access lifesaving
medicine, and improve mental health
services. The bill includes funding for
President Obama’s Precision Medicine
Initiative, for Vice President BIDEN’S
Cancer Moonshot, and a new program
to improve our understanding for brain
diseases, like Alzheimer’s disease.

But most importantly, Congress has
decided to address one of the worst
public health crises of the 21st century.
Sadly, last year, in my home State of
New Hampshire, we had the third high-
est opioid overdose rate per capita in
the entire country. But this crisis is
not unique to my State. Across Amer-
ica, communities and families are
shaken from the deaths of loved ones
due to overdose. Opioid addiction is
truly a national public health crisis.

As founder and co-chair of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin
Epidemic, I urge the Senate to prompt-
1y pass this important bill.

——————

HONORING OHIO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE JIM BUCHY

(Mr. DAVIDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor and pay tribute to Ohio State
Representative Jim Buchy.

Representative Jim Buchy will retire
from the State House at the end of the
year. In fact, this week will likely
mark the last time on the floor for Jim
Buchy as a representative, having
served for more than 20 years in that
role.

I am thankful to know Jim. I respect
him tremendously because he has been
characterized more by his deeds than
by his words. He is a strong Christian,
a solid conservative, and an articulate
Republican. He has championed the
cause of freedom with great ideals, but
a genuine passion to represent the peo-
ple in his district and their common
values in public service. He is a good
man.

Jim lives in Greenville, Ohio. He has
raised a beautiful family, built and
exited a very successful business,
served the community—in his church,
on the board of education, with 4-H,
economic development, and in many
ways. He has been a genuine leader in
the Ohio pro-life movement.
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He is passionate about improving
education with local control. He has
spent his career promoting traditional,
value-based education and important
programs like FFA and 4-H.

Jim Buchy’s role in the legislature
will be missed, but he will live on
through his reputation and the great
example he set.

Thank you for your service, Jim, and
thanks for living your faith boldly, for
loving your community dearly, and for
giving so much of yourself in service to
make sure the next generation is bet-
ter off than they would have been with-
out your leadership and service. God
bless you.

—————

SURGEON GENERAL’S REPORT ON
ADDICTION

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s new report titled ‘‘Facing Addic-
tion in America: The Surgeon Gen-
eral’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and
Health.”

In 2015, over 27 million Americans re-
ported current use of illicit drugs or
misuse of prescription drugs. That
means that more people use prescrip-
tion opioids than use tobacco, and
there are more people struggling with
substance abuse disorders than people
with cancer.

Substance abuse, misuse, and sub-
stance use disorders cost the U.S. more
than $442 billion annually in crime,
health care, and lost productivity—al-
most twice as high as the costs associ-
ated with diabetes. We in Congress
have a responsibility to utilize this re-
port and mobilize around its deeply sci-
entific and evidence-based findings to
find the best policy solutions that af-
fect all of our constituents in districts
across the country.

Addiction does not discriminate. It
affects Americans from every walk of
life, regardless of race, class, gender,
religion, or geographic location. Now is
the time to face the addiction crisis
head on.

HONORING LEO DAUGHTRY

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my good friend, North
Carolina Representative Leo Daughtry,
as his tenure in the State House offi-
cially comes to a close.

Leo has served as a strong voice for
the fine citizens of Johnston County
and commonsense conservative prin-
ciples since first being elected to the
State Senate in 1988. During his tenure
in the State legislature, Leo has stood
tall and fought tirelessly for the tax-
payer and common sense in govern-
ment. His guardianship of the judicial
branch is well known, and I am hon-
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ored to have had the privilege to work
alongside him during my two terms in
the State legislature.

Leo has served our great State of
North Carolina for nearly 3 decades in
Raleigh, and he will be sorely missed.
He leaves a great and distinguished leg-
acy—one that every North Carolinian
can be especially proud.

On behalf of the countless citizens
whose lives Leo has touched, I wish
him and his wonderful wife, Helen,
much happiness as they enter their
next chapter in life.

———

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENTS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, later
this week, the House will vote on the
Water Infrastructure Improvements for
the Nation Act, also known as the
WIIN Act.

This legislation includes a number of
great provisions for Florida and my
district, including promoting public-
private partnerships for dredging
projects. Allowing these partnerships
will help clear the backlog of Army
Corps projects, at or below cost, all
while adhering to Federal maintenance
standards.

This means that there will be more
opportunities for projects to be com-
pleted in a reasonable timeframe, such
as the federally authorized Anclote
River dredging project in my district.
Dredging the Anclote River would pro-
mote relief for local residents from
chronic flooding and bring commerce
back to the Tarpon Springs area.

———————

CONGRATULATING ROCHESTER
HIGH SCHOOL ROCKETS

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
congratulate the Rochester High
School Rockets on winning the Illinois
class 4A State football championship.

The Rochester Rockets, who finished
the season with a 13-1 record, defeated
Johnsburg 38-14 on November 25 to se-
cure the sixth State championship in
football in the school’s history. That is
6 out of the last 7 years.

On their way to the State title, the
Rockets exceeded the national average
in receiving yards, total touchdowns,
tackles, sacks, and interceptions. The
Rockets are setting a standard for ath-
letic excellence in Illinois. Both girls’
and boys’ sports in Rochester have
been thriving, including the girls’ soc-
cer team winning its second straight
title in 2016.

Congratulations to this group of stu-
dent athletes and their coach, and my
friend, Derek Leonard, on another
championship season.
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