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1.5 million names and stretch 21⁄2 miles, 
25 times the length of the Vietnam Me-
morial. 

I have had enough of Congress’ fail-
ure to lead. So each month that we are 
in session, I am going to speak the 
name of every person killed in a mass 
shooting in this country. I will also 
create my own memorial wall in the 
hallway outside my office. 

Here are the stories of some of the 
victims of the 18 mass shootings in 
January of this year. There have been 
so many people last month affected by 
mass shootings that I don’t have the 
time to list those who were injured, 
just those who were murdered. 

David Washington, age 24, Eneida 
Branch, age 31, and Angelica Guada-
lupe Castro, age 23, who were shot and 
killed in a house on January 6 in Lake-
land, Florida. 

Antoine Bell, age 17, was shot and 
killed while helping a woman with car 
trouble on January 7 in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. 

Raymon Blount, age 29, was shot and 
killed while standing on the street on 
January 8 in Chicago, Illinois. 

Ira Brown, age 20, was shot and killed 
on January 11 during a home robbery 
in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Joshua Steven Morrison, age 18, was 
killed near a house party January 17 in 
Gloucester County, Virginia. 

Randy Peterson, age 64, was a bank 
president shot and killed during a rob-
bery on January 21 in Eufaula, Okla-
homa. 

Kevin McGrath, Sr., age 47, and 
Shanna McGrath, age 42, were killed at 
their family home on January 23 in 
Crestview, Florida. Elbert L. Merrick, 
age 22, was killed outside the home on 
the road. 

Jason and Jacob McLemore, a father 
and son, age 44 and 17, were killed at 
the gun store they owned in a dispute 
over a $25 service fee. This was on Jan-
uary 23 in Pearl River County, Mis-
sissippi. 

Cyjia Nicole Bell, age 16, Shujaa 
Jasiri Silver, age 19, were killed out-
side a liquor store on January 23 in Los 
Angeles, California. 

An unidentified man was killed at a 
Mexican restaurant on January 25 in 
Perris, California. 

James Quoc Tran, age 33, and Jean-
nine L. Zapata, age 45, were killed at a 
homeless encampment on January 26 in 
Seattle, Washington. 

The Dooley family, including mother 
Lori, father Todd, son Landon, daugh-
ter Brooke, and grandmother Doris, 
were killed at their family home on 
January 27 in Chesapeake, Virginia. 
The shooter, their son, Cameron 
Dooley, committed suicide after mur-
dering the family. 

Andre Gray, age 42, and Tina Gray, 
age 42, were killed at their family 
home on January 29 in Caroline Coun-
ty, Virginia. 

Sean Marquez, age 19, Jose Aguirre- 
Martinez, age 19, and Yovani Flores, 
age 16, were killed at a house party on 
January 30 in Glendale, Arizona. Sean 
Marquez died in his sister’s arms. 

Victor Mendoza, age 46, was shot and 
killed at a motorcycle show in Denver, 
Colorado, on January 30. 

May the dead rest in peace and the 
wounded recover completely. It is 
time. It is time for Congress to end this 
bloodshed. 

f 

APRIL BROOKS’ STORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, the war on coal touches near-
ly every family in southern West Vir-
ginia. President Obama and his EPA 
regulations don’t just close mines. 
They put families out of work. 

Coal miners call it job scare. Every 
time miners go underground, they 
don’t know, when they come up, if they 
will receive a WARN notice telling 
them that they are going to be laid off. 
Families worry about making ends 
meet or moving to find work someplace 
else. 

Businesses that depend on coal are 
suffering, too. CSX recently announced 
it is closing its Huntington division 
and moving its jobs to another State, 
in part because of the decline in coal 
shipments. Norfolk Southern in Blue-
field is also moving jobs out of Blue-
field, West Virginia. 

Shops and restaurants are closing 
their doors, as families leave town and 
have less disposable income. Walmart 
in McDowell County has recently shut 
its doors, and the residents in the area 
have to drive to another State just to 
get groceries. The uncertainty can be 
paralyzing. 

This is reality for so many of my 
constituents like April Brooks of 
Princeton in Mercer County. April 
writes me: 

‘‘My husband has worked in the min-
ing industry for the last eleven years, 
and my dad was a coal miner for over 
thirty years. 

‘‘Like every family that depends on 
coal for a living, we live day to day 
worrying about what will happen to-
morrow. You can’t plan for the future 
because of the uncertainty. 

‘‘I went back to work several years 
ago so that we would have supple-
mental income in case of layoffs. We 
love our State, but how does one stay 
here and survive if the jobs aren’t 
there?’’ 

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s job- 
killing overregulations are having real 
consequences for real West Virginians. 
We need to pass policies that create 
jobs and ensure a future for all West 
Virginians, all West Virginia families, 
so they can stay and work and live in 
our great State. 

f 

CLEAN POWER PLAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak in support of EPA’s 
Clean Power Plan. 

I am concerned that the Supreme 
Court ruling on the Clean Power Plan 
will significantly and unnecessarily 
delay the full implementation of this 
important action. 

The longer we wait, the more expen-
sive it will be to reduce greenhouse gas 
pollution and the less chance that we 
have to keep this world’s warming 
below a safe threshold. 

This week’s Supreme Court decision 
only highlights Congress’ inaction on 
the issue of climate change as well as 
the immediate and pressing need for 
action. 

A damaged climate has a negative 
impact upon our Nation and on my 
southern California community. 
Changing weather patterns, more fre-
quent droughts, worsening air quality, 
and sea level rise all cost us money and 
threaten the well-being of our families 
and our neighbors. 

We all want the world to be safe, to 
be a healthy place to raise our families 
and to grow our economy. Now Amer-
ica has the opportunity to lead the 
world in making our environment safe 
and healthy, both now and into the fu-
ture. 

We can do this by increasing our use 
of local, renewable energy sources, in-
vesting in research and development to 
bring about the next generation of 
clean and efficient energy systems, and 
assisting communities both here and 
abroad in adapting to the inevitable 
changes that are caused by the dam-
ages that have already been done to 
the climate. 

Reducing emissions from our power 
sector is a foundational action in this 
endeavor. This is an achievable endeav-
or. 

America’s innovation has given us 
spaceflight, the Internet, cures to dis-
ease once thought to be incurable. Our 
innovation and our leadership is paving 
the way for a cleaner, safer world, and 
many States have already determined 
how they can meet their goals and re-
duce carbon pollution. 

Cities and electric utilities in my dis-
trict have taken the extraordinary 
steps in increasing efficiency and sus-
tainable practices to reduce their car-
bon footprint. 

My State of California is on track to 
exceed its carbon pollution reduction 
goals under the Clean Power Plan. 
California implemented the first state-
wide carbon trading system and has set 
ambitious targets for increasing renew-
able energy, increased efficiency, and 
decreased petroleum usage. 

America’s leadership like this will 
save us money and create jobs, but if 
we delay, the costs will be higher to us 
and especially to our children and 
grandchildren. 

We are not doing this alone. Because 
greenhouse gases such as carbon diox-
ide spread around the world, no coun-
try is immune to the damaged climate. 
No country can fix this problem alone. 
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Representatives of over 200 nations 

recently gathered in Paris and agreed 
on an international agreement to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions and develop 
strategies to adapt to changing cli-
mate. 

This contribution from the world’s 
biggest polluters, including China and 
India, represents 90 percent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

These international contributions 
demonstrate how seriously the world is 
taking its moral responsibility to care 
for our common home, our families, 
and our neighbors. 

This roadmap for the world reduces 
climate-damaging greenhouse gas 
emissions, increases investments in 
clean energy development and deploy-
ment, and assists the most vulnerable 
communities in adapting to climate 
change. 

But the United States has to do its 
part. This pause on the Clean Power 
Plan slows down the progress we have 
been making and puts U.S. leadership 
on climate in question. 

I am deeply troubled by the Supreme 
Court’s decision, but I am optimistic 
that the Clean Power Plan will ulti-
mately be upheld. 

By acting to reduce carbon pollution, 
we will create more opportunity today 
and a better future tomorrow for all of 
us. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ADMIRAL 
ROBERT SHUMAKER ON THE 51ST 
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS IMPRISON-
MENT DURING THE VIETNAM 
WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today, Feb-
ruary 11, a day that for at least me, 
and I know many other families around 
our country, is a very dark day. 

February 11, 1965, flying off of the 
USS Coral Sea, a young lieutenant com-
mander, Robert Harper Shumaker, was 
prepared to do a bombing run over 
North Vietnam. 

Taking antiaircraft fire, he was shot 
down over North Vietnam. He ejected 
from his F–8 Crusader 35 feet above the 
ground, broke his back upon impact, 
and was immediately captured. 

Over the next 8 years, 8 years and a 
day, he spent time in the Hoa Lo Pris-
on, a prison that we now know as the 
Hanoi Hilton, one that he was able to 
name the Hanoi Hilton. 

He was considered to be the great 
communicator because, while he was in 
captivity, he and a few others devised a 
tap code system, a tap code system 
with five rows and five columns that 
enabled American POWs to commu-
nicate with one another to be able to 
let them know that they were thinking 
of each other, to be able to make sure 
that they were exercising the most im-
portant muscle in captivity, that is, 
their brains. 

Over the course of those 8 years, 
Lieutenant Commander Shumaker was 

considered to be one of the top greatest 
threats to camp security. 

He and 10 other POWs, commonly 
known as the Alcatraz 11, were taken 
out of the Hoa Lo Prison, brought over 
to a prison now known as Alcatraz, and 
put in solitary confinement. 

These 11 heroes included James 
Stockdale; George Coker; Jeremiah 
Denton, who was a Senator from the 
great State of Alabama; Harry Jen-
kins; George McKnight; James Mul-
ligan; Howard Rutledge; Ron Storz; 
Nels Tanner; and, Mr. Speaker, our col-
league SAM JOHNSON of Texas, who was 
elected to this body in 1991 and has 
served with distinction ever since. 

b 1030 
Many of the stories that we look 

back on came from these heroes about 
the efforts they made to resist their 
captors. They were tortured day in and 
day out for information. Yet, day in 
and day out, they battled back. 

For me, it is very important that we 
never forget. Fifty-one years after Feb-
ruary 11, 1965, I am honored to be able 
to rise in this body to remember Rob-
ert Harper Shumaker for his valiant ef-
forts and heroism. He is near and dear 
to my heart, Mr. Speaker. He is my 
uncle. When my wife and I had our first 
child, we decided we would name her 
after him, in the hopes that she would 
have a little bit of the courage, a little 
bit of the intelligence, and the stick- 
to-itiveness that Admiral Shumaker 
has. 

The good news, Mr. Speaker, is that 
February 12, 1973, 591 POWs started 
their return home. Bob Shumaker, the 
Alcatraz 11, and many others were on 
that C–141 that flew out of Hanoi. I am 
proud to say that they returned home 
with honor, which was absolutely crit-
ical not only for them, but for all of 
the POWs. It is imperative that we in 
the United States Congress never for-
get their sacrifice and heroism. 

For me, from now, until as long as I 
am able to serve in this body, on Feb-
ruary 11, I will rise and recognize the 
heroism of our POWs and say: You will 
never be forgotten. We will always re-
member the sacrifice and the heroism 
that you all have given to our Nation. 

f 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
from the moment I arrived in Congress, 
I have been working to rebuild and 
renew America. Our great country, 
sadly, is falling apart as it falls behind 
the rest of the world. The American 
Society of Civil Engineers rates our in-
frastructure as failing. 

I have worked to develop a plan, a vi-
sion for infrastructure for this century 
because people have forgotten our his-
tory and are woefully uninformed 
about the nature of the challenge we 
face and the opportunities to do it 
right. 

This doesn’t need to be a partisan 
fight in Congress. Indeed, infrastruc-
ture used to be much more central to 
our mission in Congress, dating back to 
the postal roads mandated by the Con-
stitution to President Eisenhower’s 
interstate freeway system. 

I welcome the administration’s pro-
posal for an oil fee to invest in green 
infrastructure. I truly believe that 
President Obama is committed to in-
vesting in infrastructure. He under-
stands its value, and he has worked to 
include some infrastructure invest-
ment in the Recovery Act. I think we 
all know that it actually should have 
been much larger than it was; but, 
nonetheless, was very helpful. 

The President has proposed things 
Congress after Congress that would 
fund a grander vision. Unfortunately, 
in the context of this Congress, they 
were not realistic. They had no chance 
of passing, probably regardless of who 
has control, given the nature of those 
proposals. 

Nonetheless, I welcome the adminis-
tration’s proposal for a $10 per barrel 
fee on oil to finance green infrastruc-
ture because of the timing at this point 
of incredibly low gas prices, flirting 
with $1 a gallon, high oil production, a 
swollen inventory. Thirty dollars per 
barrel has become the benchmark. 

Unfortunately, the new proposal was 
launched, as near as I can tell, without 
consultation with people in either 
party or the organizations that deal 
with infrastructure. It was not met 
with organized support on behalf of the 
vast array of individuals and organiza-
tions who are deeply committed to re-
building and renewing America. It sim-
ply begs the question: Why not just 
raise the gas tax? 

The proposal I have introduced to 
raise the gas tax was widely supported 
by business, labor, professions, local 
government, environmentalists; in-
deed, it was supported by the widest 
collection of interest groups supporting 
any major initiative before Congress. 
When you get the truckers and AAA 
both saying, ‘‘Raise taxes on motorists 
and truck drivers,’’ that is a signal. 

The proposal does not have the gaps 
associated with an oil fee that would 
impose challenges on consumers of oil, 
like school buses or home heating, and 
it does provoke the petroleum indus-
try, which has accepted reasonable gas 
taxes, but would oppose an oil fee. 

This is, however, an opportunity for 
us to revisit the need for investment in 
infrastructure, now that the adminis-
tration has signaled its comfort with 
raising taxes on people who make 
under $250,000 a year. The oil fee would 
be the equivalent of 20 to 25 cents a 
gallon—far more than the model pro-
posal I had to phase in a 15-cent per 
gallon increase over 3 years. 

Maybe we can reengage the conversa-
tion about raising the gas tax. After 24 
years, we might follow the lead of 
President Reagan, who led an effort to 
raise the gas tax in 1983. After we raise 
the gas tax, we should index it and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:47 Feb 12, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11FE7.005 H11FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
6V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T00:45:18-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




