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I welcome consideration of the bill, 

the Follow the Rules Act, to extend 
Congress’ commitment to whistle-
blowers. The Follow the Rules Act up-
holds the committee’s obligation to 
protect whistleblowers and help iden-
tify mismanagement at Federal agen-
cies in supporting the oversight work 
of Congress. 

The bill’s language was previously 
adopted by a voice vote as section 1206 
of the House-passed Financial Services 
and General Government Appropria-
tions Act of 2017, H.R. 5482. The bill 
closes a loophole in the Whistleblower 
Protection Act created falsely, in my 
view, by the ruling in Rainey v. Merit 
Systems Protection Board, a prece-
dent-setting case decided on June 7 in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fed-
eral Circuit. 

The Whistleblower Protection Act 
provides Federal workers with legal 
safeguards to disclose information that 
an employee reasonably believes is evi-
dence of gross mismanagement of a 
contract or a grant, gross waste of 
funds, abuse of authority regarding a 
contract or grant, or violation of law 
or rule regarding a contract or grant. 
That language ought to be fairly clear, 
but apparently it wasn’t to the appel-
late court. 

In Rainey, the right-to-disobey provi-
sion of the Whistleblower Protection 
Act was determined to only provide 
protection to Federal workers who 
refuse to obey an order that would re-
quire the individual to violate a law, 
but not to Federal workers who refuse 
to violate rules and regulations. God 
knoweth why. 

This distinction leaves a gap in pro-
tections originally clearly intended for 
Federal employees by this Congress. In 
effect, the ruling exposes whistle-
blowers who refuse to violate the rules 
and regulations that were promulgated 
as a result of laws passed by Congress 
and signed by the President. That is 
how it flows. 

This is a gap in coverage that must 
be addressed by Congress and clarified 
in the statute. Though, had the appel-
late court ruled correctly, it would be 
unnecessary. 

The only way to protect whistle-
blowers from this court decision is to 
update the law to ensure that rules and 
regulations are covered by the right-to- 
disobey provision of the Whistleblower 
Protection Act. 

I urge my colleagues to continue 
Congress’ longstanding support for 
whistleblowers and vote in the affirma-
tive for the Follow the Rules Act. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, having no 
further speakers on our side, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
adoption of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6186. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ADOLFO ‘‘HARPO’’ CELAYA POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6304) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 501 North Main Street in Flor-
ence, Arizona, as the ‘‘Adolfo ‘Harpo’ 
Celaya Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6304 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ADOLFO ‘‘HARPO’’ CELAYA POST OF-

FICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 501 
North Main Street in Florence, Arizona, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Adolfo ‘Harpo’ Celaya Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Adolfo ‘Harpo’ Celaya 
Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 
PLASKETT) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of my bill, 

H.R. 6304. The bill designates a post of-
fice in Florence, Arizona, as the Adolfo 
‘‘Harpo’’ Celaya Post Office. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill honors a great 
man and an Arizona hero. He has 
served his Nation both in combat and 
with a lifetime of community service. 
That man is Adolfo ‘‘Harpo’’ Celaya. 

The bill being considered here today, 
H.R. 6304, would designate the United 
States Postal Service facility in Flor-
ence, Arizona, as the Adolfo ‘‘Harpo’’ 
Celaya Post Office. This is a small ges-
ture to honor a man who has given so 
much to this Nation and to his commu-
nity. 

By way of background, Harpo Celaya 
was born in Florence, Arizona, on May 
16, 1927. He worked numerous jobs, in-
cluding picking cotton and working at 
the local dairy from the time he was 
only 8 years old. He earned the nick-
name ‘‘Harpo’’ because he had thick 

black curls that reminded his friends of 
Harpo Marx. 

When he was just 17 years old, he 
read a recruitment poster that boasted 
‘‘Join the Navy, see the world’’ and he 
begged his father to let him join. He 
was assigned to the USS Indianapolis, 
the flagship of the 5th Fleet. 

The Indy saw many battles during 
World War II, and Harpo was there 
with the ship at the battle of Iwo Jima 
and witnessed the historic flag-raising 
on the island in February of 1945. He 
was also aboard when the Indy went on 
a secret mission delivering parts for 
Little Boy, the atomic bomb that was 
dropped on Hiroshima. 

His experiences on the Indy would 
change his life forever. On the night of 
July 30, 1945, the Indy was on its way 
back to the Philippines after a secret 
mission delivering the atomic bomb. 
Harpo and many of his mates were 
sleeping on the deck because it was too 
hot to sleep in their bunks below. De-
spite the heat, Harpo covered himself 
with a blanket, as had been his habit 
for many years in trying to ward off 
mosquitoes in the Arizona desert. 

Shortly after midnight, a Japanese 
submarine hit the Indy with two tor-
pedoes. Fire tore through the deck, 
burning Harpo and his mates. Harpo 
credits his blanket, which was essen-
tially vaporized in the heat, for saving 
him from being burned more severely. 

He was en route to retrieve his life-
jacket when he ran into his friend, 
Santos Pena, who told him that the 
ship was sinking and they needed to 
abandon it immediately. The USS Indi-
anapolis sank within 12 minutes. 

The two friends separated after jump-
ing into the water, and 3 days passed 
before they found each other again. 
They continued to endure excruciating 
conditions with their fellow sailors in 
the choppy open seas, most slowly suc-
cumbing to dehydration, exposure, and 
shark attacks. 

The survivors of the Indy were even-
tually rescued after spending almost 5 
harrowing days in the water. Of the 
1,196 men aboard, only 317 survived. 
After this incident, Harpo was medi-
cally discharged from the Navy and 
awarded the Purple Heart. 

Still only 17 years of age, he went 
back to high school in his hometown of 
Florence, Arizona, and was recruited to 
play on the Florence Gophers basket-
ball team. Even though none of the 
players were over 6 feet tall, Harpo led 
his team to the Arizona State Basket-
ball Championship and was named cap-
tain of the first-string all-state team. 

Harpo continued his winning streak 
by playing for and eventually coaching 
the basketball team at Palo Verde 
Community College in Blythe, Cali-
fornia. 

Harpo went on to become a cowboy 
for a few years and eventually ran his 
own small business, providing heating 
and air-conditioning services to his 
new community of San Jose, Cali-
fornia. 

Throughout his life, Harpo could 
often be found coaching or refereeing 
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games for local youth. He knew first-
hand of the value of sports and exercise 
as a means to keep young boys out of 
trouble. 

Harpo’s walls are adorned by many 
plaques and awards honoring his ef-
forts. He is honored in the Arizona Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame at Arizona State 
University, the Florence High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame, and served as 
grand marshal for the Florence Junior 
Parade in November 2009. 

Harpo Celaya is a true hero, beloved 
by his hometown of Florence. 

I would like to thank all of the sur-
vivors of the USS Indianapolis for their 
sacrifice. Of the 23 survivors still alive 
today, Harpo is the only Native Amer-
ican. We are humbled to honor him 
today. 

I would like to thank the town of 
Florence for their support of this bill 
and for proposing this great honor for 
Mr. Celaya. Thank you to the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee for their expertise and patience 
in bringing this bill forward. 

I urge Members to support my bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 

6304, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
501 North Main Street in Florence, Ari-
zona, as the Adolfo ‘‘Harpo’’ Celaya 
Post Office. 

Born in 1927, Mr. Celaya overcame a 
childhood of poverty, neglect, and 
abuse. At age 17, he joined the Navy 
and was assigned to the USS Indianap-
olis during World War II. Harpo fought 
in the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa 
and was aboard the USS Indianapolis 
during its secret mission to deliver the 
ingredients of the atomic bomb Little 
Boy to the island of Tinian. 

As the ship was returning from this 
mission, it was hit with two torpedoes 
from a Japanese submarine. Despite 
being badly burned, Harpo Celaya 
jumped from a sinking ship into the 
water, where he remained for 5 days 
until rescuers arrived. 

Of the 1,196 men aboard the ship that 
day, Harpo was one of only 317 sur-
vivors. He received the Purple Heart 
and returned to high school in his 
hometown of Florence, Arizona. There, 
he led the basketball team to the Ari-
zona State Basketball Championship 
and was named captain of the all-state 
team in spite of his combat injuries. 

Harpo Celaya attended Palo Verde 
Community College and again led the 
basketball team to a championship. He 
was inducted into the Arizona Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 1972 and the Flor-
ence High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2008. 

Outside of basketball, Harpo led a 
successful career as a cowboy and then 
as a small-business owner, but always 
made time to mentor local youth by 
coaching or refereeing athletic sports. 

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill 
to honor Harpo Celaya for both his val-
iant military service and his ability to 

overcome hardship and having a last-
ing positive impact on his community. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
Members pass this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6304. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

JONATHAN ‘‘J.D.’’ DE GUZMAN 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5948) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 830 Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista, 
California, as the ‘‘Jonathan ‘J.D.’ De 
Guzman Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5948 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JONATHAN ‘‘J.D.’’ DE GUZMAN POST 

OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 830 
Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista, California, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Jonathan 
‘J.D.’ De Guzman Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Jonathan ‘J.D.’ De 
Guzman Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 
PLASKETT) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 5948, 
introduced by my colleague, Represent-
ative SUSAN DAVIS of California. The 
bill designates a post office in Chula 
Vista, California, as the Jonathan 
‘‘J.D.’’ De Guzman Post Office Build-
ing. 

Jonathan De Guzman was born in the 
Philippines in 1972. He later traveled to 
the United States and became an 
American citizen and served as an offi-
cer with the San Diego Police Depart-
ment. Officer De Guzman received the 
Purple Heart for bravery from the San 
Diego Police Department in 2003 after 
being stabbed in the line of duty. He re-
turned to work, but tragically was 
killed in the line of duty in July of this 
year. 

I join my colleague, Representative 
DAVIS of California, in honoring Officer 
De Guzman. 

I urge Members to support the bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 5948, a bill to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 830 Kuhn Drive in 
Chula Vista, California, as the Jona-
than ‘‘J.D.’’ De Guzman Post Office 
Building. 

Jonathan De Guzman emigrated to 
the U.S. from the Philippines with a 
strong desire to become a contributor 
to his new community. His selflessness 
led him to join the San Diego Police 
Department, where he served for 16 
years. 

Officer De Guzman was awarded the 
San Diego Police Department’s Purple 
Heart in 2003 after surviving a stabbing 
while on duty. Officer De Guzman was 
again attacked while on duty in July of 
2016. This time, however, he was shot 
multiple times at pointblank range and 
tragically did not survive. 

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill 
to honor Officer Jonathan De Guzman’s 
courageous life of public service and 
ensure that the ultimate sacrifice he 
made is never forgotten. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
5948. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1630 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS). 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to ask for support of 
H.R. 5948 in commemorating the life of 
a humble role model and a courageous 
American hero. Officer Jonathan De 
Guzman, or J.D., as he was better 
known by family and friends, dedicated 
his life to protecting and serving the 
San Diego community that he loved. 

Born in the Philippines, J.D. traveled 
to the United States at the age of 20 
with high hopes of achieving the Amer-
ican Dream. Through hard work and 
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