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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) As of January 22, 2015, the United States
Government has provided $3,046,343,000 in as-
sistance to respond to the Syria humanitarian
crisis, of which nearly $467,000,000 has been pro-
vided to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

(2) As of January 2015, according to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
there were 621,937 registered Syrian refugees in
Jordan and 83.8 percent of whom lived outside
refugee camps.

(3) In 2000, the United States and Jordan
signed a free-trade agreement that went into
force in 2001.

(4) In 1996, the United States granted Jordan
magjor non-NATO ally status.

(5) Jordan is suffering from the Syrian refugee
crisis and the threat of the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL).

(6) The Government of Jordan was elected as
a non-permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council for a 2-year term ending in De-
cember 2015.

(7) Enhanced support for defense cooperation
with Jordan is important to the national secu-
rity of the United States, including through cre-
ation of a status in law for Jordan similar to the
countries in the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation, Japan, Australia, the Republic of Korea,
Israel, and New Zealand, with respect to consid-
eration by Congress of foreign military sales to
Jordan.

(8) The Colorado National Guard’s relation-
ship with the Jordanian military provides a Sig-
nificant benefit to both the United States and
Jordan.

(9) Jordanian pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh was
brutally murdered by ISIL.

(10) On February 3, 2015, Secretary of State
John Kerry and Jordanian Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh signed a new Memorandum of Un-
derstanding that reflects the intention to in-
crease United States assistance to the Govern-
ment of Jordan  from  $660,000,000 to
$1,000,000,000 for each of the years 2015 through
2017.

(11) On December 5, 2014, in an interview on
CBS This Morning, Jordanian King Abdullah IT
stated—

(A) in reference to ISIL, ‘““This is a Muslim
problem. We need to take ownership of this. We
need to stand up and say what is wrong’’; and

(B) ‘““This is our war. This is a war inside
Islam. So we have to own up to it. We have to
take the lead. We have to start fighting back.”’.
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It should be the policy of the United States—

(1) to support the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan in its response to the Syrian refugee crisis;

(2) to provide necessary assistance to alleviate
the domestic burden to provide basic needs for
the assimilated Syrian refugees;

(3) to cooperate with Jordan to combat the ter-
rorist threat from the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL) or other terrorist organiza-
tions; and

(4) to help secure the border between Jordan
and its neighbors Syria and Iraq.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) expeditious consideration of certifications
of letters of offer to sell defense articles, defense
services, design and construction services, and
magjor defense equipment to the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan under section 36(b) of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776(b)) is fully
consistent with United States security and for-
eign policy interests and the objectives of world
peace and security;

(2) Congress welcomes the statement of King
Abdullah II quoted in section (2)(11); and

(3) it is in the interest of peace and stability
for regional members of the Global Coalition to
Combat ISIL to continue their commitment to,
and increase their involvement in, addressing
the threat posed by ISIL.
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SEC. 5. ENHANCED DEFENSE COOPERATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the 3-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan shall be
treated as if it were a country listed in the pro-
visions of law described in subsection (b) for
purposes of applying and administering such
provisions of law.

(b) ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT.—The provi-
sions of law described in this subsection are—

(1) subsections (b)(2), (A)(2)(B), (A)(3)(A)(),
and (d)(5) of section 3 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2753);

(2) subsections (e)(2)(A), (h)(1)(A), and (h)(2)
of section 21 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2761);

(3) subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(6), (c), and
(d)(2)(A) of section 36 of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2776);

(4) section 62(c)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2796a(c)(1)); and

(5) section 63(a)(2) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2796b(a)(2)).

SEC. 6. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

Subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Secretary of State is authorized to enter into
a memorandum of understanding with the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to increase eco-
nomic support funds, military cooperation, in-
cluding joint military exercises, personnel ex-
changes, support for international peacekeeping
missions, and enhanced strategic dialogue.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the amendment be consid-
ered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentlewoman from Florida?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
JUDICIAL REDRESS ACT OF 2015

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1428) to
extend Privacy Act remedies to citi-
zens of certified states, and for other
purposes, with the Senate amendment
thereto, and concur in the Senate
amendment.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendment:

On page 3, strike line 6 and all that follows
through page 4 line 21, and insert:

(d) DESIGNATION OF COVERED COUNTRY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General may,
with the concurrence of the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary
of Homeland Security, designate a foreign coun-
try or regional economic integration organiza-
tion, or member country of such organization,
as a ‘‘covered country’’ for purposes of this sec-
tion if—

(A)(i) the country or regional economic inte-
gration organization, or member country of such
organization, has entered into an agreement
with the United States that provides for appro-
priate privacy protections for information
shared for the purpose of preventing, inves-
tigating, detecting, or prosecuting criminal of-
fenses; or

(ii) the Attorney General has determined that
the country or regional economic integration or-
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ganization, or member country of such organi-
zation, has effectively shared information with
the United States for the purpose of preventing,
investigating, detecting, or prosecuting criminal
offenses and has appropriate privacy protec-
tions for such shared information;

(B) the country or regional economic integra-
tion organization, or member country of such
organization, permits the transfer of personal
data for commercial purposes between the terri-
tory of that country or regional economic orga-
nization and the territory of the United States,
through an agreement with the United States or
otherwise; and

(C) the Attorney General has certified that the
policies regarding the transfer of personal data
for commercial purposes and related actions of
the country or regional economic integration or-
ganization, or member country of such organi-
zation, do not materially impede the national
security interests of the United States.

(2) REMOVAL OF DESIGNATION.—The Attorney
General may, with the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury,
and the Secretary of Homeland Security, revoke
the designation of a foreign country or regional
economic integration organization, or member
country of such organization, as a ‘‘covered
country’ if the Attorney General determines
that such designated ‘‘covered country’—

(4) is not complying with the agreement de-
scribed under paragraph (1)(A)(i);

(B) no longer meets the requirements for des-
ignation under paragraph (1)(A)(ii);

(C) fails to meet the requirements under para-
graph (1)(B);

(D) nmo longer meets the requirements for cer-
tification under paragraph (1)(C); or

(E) impedes the transfer of information (for
purposes of reporting or preventing unlawful
activity) to the United States by a private entity
or person.

Mr. GOODLATTE (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the reading be dispensed
with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

NO VETERAN DIES ALONE

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, it has
been said that no veteran dies alone.
Yesterday, southern Arizona proved
that true in an amazing way.

Recently, Sierra Vista resident Ser-
geant First Class Sidney D. Cochran
passed away at the age of 93. He served
20 years in the U.S. Army, serving in
both World War II and Korea, but died
without any family to attend his fu-
neral. A call went out at the end of last
week on social media to encourage
anyone to attend his service. Over 300
people came out to show their respects.

The Sierra Vista Herald reported
that American Legion Riders escorted
Sergeant Cochran to the cemetery,
where members of the Tucson-based
Patriot Guard Riders were waiting to
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greet him. Fort Huachuca’s Honor
Guard carried him to his final resting
place, and an Arizona National Guard
helicopter conducted a flyover. The
manager of the cemetery remarked
that she had never seen a service like
that before.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud everyone in
my district who took the time to give
Sergeant Cochran the honor he de-
served. Southern Arizona is unique for
s0 many reasons, and not least of all is
the amazing way our community shows
appreciation for our veterans and their
service.

———————

CYBERSECURITY NATIONAL
ACTION PLAN

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, the President announced his Cy-
bersecurity National Action Plan in
conjunction with his 2017 budget pro-
posal. This proposal starts with a
much-needed investment in Federal cy-
bersecurity: a 35 percent increase in
spending anchored by a $3.1 billion re-
volving fund designed to kick-start the
modernization of outdated government
IT systems—something that is sorely
needed.

The Action Plan is notable for its
emphasis on centralizing Federal cy-
bersecurity, something I have long
called for. While the CISO created
under the plan does not have all au-
thorities I think the position requires,
it is certainly a step in the right direc-
tion.

The plan also makes needed invest-
ments in workforce development, in-
cluding the very successful CyberCorps
program, and charters a Presidential
commission to do more long-range
planning in the domain.

I commend the President’s effort,
which reflects an appropriately stra-
tegic adjustment to the breach of Of-
fice of Personnel Management systems
last year; however, I hope we will le-
verage this increased attention to ad-
dress the challenges of tomorrow, not
just those of yesterday.

———

IRAN VIOLATES INTERNATIONAL
LAW

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
was a routine exercise, sailing from
Kuwait to Bahrain through the Persian
Gulf, until, allegedly, the navigation
system failed on one of the two U.S.
gunboats. Mysteriously, the boats lost
communication.

Next, 10 American sailors surren-
dered and were captured by Iran. They
were led off the boat at gunpoint and
held hostage. Iran, unsurprisingly, vio-
lated Article 13 of the Geneva Conven-
tion by failing to protect our sailors
from ‘‘insults and public curiosity.”
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Here is a poster of our sailors surren-
dering to the small boat of Iranians.
The Dbottom photograph apparently
shows arms taken off the two Amer-
ican boats. I assume the Iranians kept
those.

Iran’s Supreme Leader has awarded
victory medals to its navy commanders
for capturing the Americans.

International law states that anyone
can have innocent passage through a
state’s territorial waters, as long as it
is nonthreatening, continuous, and ex-
peditious.

Iran claimed the Americans were
sent to spy. These claims turned out to
be delusional. Iran acted without con-
sequences, and the U.S. did not act at
all.

Many questions remain. Where was
the effective air cover for the Navy?
Why did the sailors ‘‘give up the ship”’?
Who gave the order to surrender?

The Navy needs to let the American
public know how two American boats
were confiscated by the Iranians and
why it happened.

And that is just the way it is.

———

FLINT WATER CRISIS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, in Michi-
gan, thousands of young children were
poisoned because Governor Snyder used
a contaminated water source to cut
costs. Last year, in my State of New
Jersey, over 3,000 children under 6
years old were afflicted with dangerous
levels of lead, according to a new re-
port.

Four of the communities I represent
in Congress—Irvington, East Orange,
Newark, and Jersey City—have dan-
gerous lead levels. At the same time,
our runaway Governor continues to
roll back protections for clean water.

It is a national disgrace that children
in New Jersey, Michigan, and other
U.S. States are being poisoned by lead
in the year 2016. Many of these children
will suffer irreparable harm, never
reaching their full potential, because
of the neglect and indifference of their
leaders.

We have a moral obligation to pro-
tect the health and well-being of our
communities, especially our children.
Let’s meet it.

0 1745
SUPPORTING THE DOLPHINS CAN-
CER CHALLENGE AND SYL-

VESTER COMPREHENSIVE CAN-
CER CENTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to urge south Floridians to
join me at the Dolphins Cancer Chal-
lenge on Saturday, February 20.
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The Dolphins Cancer Challenge raises
money for the University of Miami’s
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Cen-
ter to help ‘‘tackle cancer’—to the
tune of $11.5 million since its inception
in 2010.

This event was inspired by Jim ‘‘Mad
Dog’”’ Mandich, whom we see pictured
here, whom we tragically lost to cancer
nearly 5 years ago.

A champion both on and off the field,
the ‘“Mad Dog” was a key contributor
for the still-perfect and still-peerless,
undefeated 1972 Miami Dolphins.

But Jim was perhaps best known and
loved for his broadcasting work, where
he cheered our own Dolphins with his
patented ‘‘Alright Miami.”

So please ride, run, or walk with me
at the Dolphins Cancer Challenge to

help support Sylvester’s innovative
cancer care.
———
MANMADE DISASTER IN FLINT,
MICHIGAN

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join
my colleagues in decrying this man-
made disaster that is affecting the resi-
dents in the city of Flint, Michigan.

Every day we learn more about how
the Governor and Michigan public offi-
cials made decisions that sacrificed the
health and futures of the Flint resi-
dents in order to save a few dollars.
That is just plain wrong. The people of
Flint deserve better. We cannot stand
silent while Americans, while children,
are poisoned.

Flint is a majority African American
city, and the average household income
is just $24,834—that is a year—which is
barely half of Michigan’s average
household income. Would the same de-
cisions have been made had this been
in an affluent community? I doubt it.

Earlier today, this House passed the
bipartisan Safe Drinking Water Act
Improved Compliance Awareness Act,
but we can and must do more to pre-
vent this from ever happening again.

Our response must be comprehensive
and urgent. It is a state of emergency
that requires Members of Congress to
find all of the Federal resources pos-
sible to demonstrate that we are really
and truly our brothers’ and sisters’
keeper.

——————

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FY 2017
BUDGET AND CRUSHING DEBT

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, this is
the cover of President Obama’s last
budget proposal. Whether or not the
administration intended it, it is a fit-
ting and appropriate cover because it
symbolizes the mountain of debt Presi-
dent Obama will leave behind.

His latest budget proposal increases
spending by a record-breaking 4.9 per-
cent, or $2.5 trillion over the next dec-
ade. The President’s budget leaves our
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