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to perform well under HCAHPS, includ-
ing the pain management questions. 
However, doctors, not the Federal Gov-
ernment, know how best to treat pa-
tients, and that includes the question 
of how best to use narcotic pain medi-
cation. 

The PROP Act would remove these 
pain management questions from con-
sideration when CMS is conducting re-
imbursement analysis. However, the 
patient would still answer the survey 
questions so that hospitals can mon-
itor patient satisfaction. 

By severing the relationship between 
HCAHPS questions on pain manage-
ment and reimbursement, doctors 
would no longer feel the undue pressure 
to overprescribe opioid narcotics to 
people they believe may be abusing it. 
This simple change will help reduce ac-
cess to narcotic pain medication for 
patients who do not need it, thereby re-
ducing the risk of addiction. 

I would like to take the time to 
thank the bipartisan cosponsors of this 
bill: ANNIE KUSTER, Chairman HAL 
ROGERS, STEPHEN LYNCH, FRANK 
GUINTA, TIM RYAN, and BARBARA COM-
STOCK. 

Our bill has been endorsed by the 
American Medical Association and the 
American Society of Addiction Medi-
cine. 

I encourage my colleagues in the 
House to consider cosponsoring my 
bill, H.R. 4499, the PROP Act. 

f 

DISAPPEARANCE OF DAVID 
SNEDDON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. STEWART) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 14, 2004, David Sneddon, a student 
at Brigham Young University, dis-
appeared without explanation while 
hiking in the Yunnan province of 
southwest China. 

David is an outstanding young man 
who speaks fluent Korean and had 
spent the summer studying Mandarin 
in Beijing, with plans to return to the 
U.S. in August to finish his degree in 
Chinese. He had already paid a housing 
deposit and registered to take the Law 
School Admission Test. 

The U.S. State Department and the 
Chinese Government eventually con-
cluded that David fell into a gorge 
while hiking, but David’s family con-
ducted their own exhaustive investiga-
tion, with David’s father and two older 
brothers flying to China shortly after 
his disappearance to retrace his steps. 

In the course of talking with numer-
ous eyewitnesses, David’s family dis-
covered facts which contradict the offi-
cial explanation and which, I believe, 
are compelling evidence of another pos-
sibility, which I will get to in just a 
moment. 

My staff and I met David’s family 
and heard his story soon after I was 
elected 3 years ago. The Sneddons are 
remarkable people of great faith who 
have continued to pursue an expla-

nation for David’s disappearance for 
the past 11 years. 

The resolution I am introducing 
today regarding David’s disappearance 
is a result of the hard work and dili-
gence of David’s parents, siblings, and 
cousins. They deserve answers. They 
deserve to have their government do 
everything possible to determine what 
happened to David. 

I should also add that David’s story 
is personal to me. He was a close friend 
of my oldest son, Sean. In fact, fol-
lowing David’s 2-year missionary serv-
ice in South Korea, David taught my 
son Sean the Korean language as he 
was preparing to begin his own mis-
sionary service in South Korea. 
Though I have not met David, I am 
grateful for the impact he had on 
Sean’s life. 

Over the past 3 years, I have had var-
ious opportunities to meet with State 
Department personnel to discuss Da-
vid’s disappearance. They are good peo-
ple, and I commend them for their 
help, particularly in the immediate 
aftermath of his disappearance when 
they repeatedly pressured the Chinese 
Government to pursue the various 
leads identified by David’s family. 

However, I am concerned that bu-
reaucratic inertia has made the State 
Department complacent in this case. I 
am concerned the State Department 
leadership has not done all they can do 
to pursue all of the possible expla-
nations for his disappearance. 

One of the unexplored possibilities is 
that David was abducted by agents of 
the North Korean regime, something 
which a number of respected experts on 
North Korea have advanced in recent 
years. While this may sound like an 
outlandish theory to those unfamiliar 
with North Korea’s history, it is be-
coming very plausible when you under-
stand the regime’s long history of ab-
ducting foreign citizens to use in train-
ing their own foreign agents. 

For many years, North Korea sys-
tematically kidnapped Japanese citi-
zens and used captives to train their 
intelligence operatives in Japanese 
language and culture. The regime fi-
nally admitted to the abductions in 
2002 and returned five of the Japanese 
citizens. 

There are numerous other facts 
which, when combined, make North 
Korea’s involvement conceivable. 

North Korean agents are known to 
operate in Yunnan Province, a common 
area for those escaping North Korea 
into Southeast Asia. 

David disappeared during a long time 
of heightened tensions between the 
U.S. and North Korea, just weeks after 
this House passed the North Korean 
Human Rights Act. 

And David disappeared 1 month after 
North Korea released Charles Jenkins, 
an American deserter from the Korean 
war being held and used precisely as 
the abducted Japanese citizens: as a 
language teacher for North Korean 
military cadets and spies. Jenkins was 
the last of the known Americans being 

held for this purpose, and it is possible 
the regime needed a replacement for 
him. 

Just this past Sunday, North Korea’s 
rocket launch, in defiance of sanctions 
and against explicit counsel of the 
international community, reminded us 
that North Korea doesn’t operate on 
the same norms that guide diplomacy 
for most of the rest of the world. They 
are a criminal enterprise more than a 
government, and they can do nothing 
for their own people, let alone for other 
nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t raise the possi-
bility regarding David Sneddon’s dis-
appearance lightly, and I didn’t spon-
sor this resolution lightly. I recognize 
the words we speak on foreign policy 
have consequences far beyond this 
room. But David is the only American 
to disappear in China without expla-
nation since the normalization of rela-
tions during the Nixon administration. 

This is not a fact to be taken lightly. 
My resolution lays out the facts of his 
disappearance and asks three essential 
actions by the State Department and 
intelligence community: 

First, that they continue to inves-
tigate and consider all possible expla-
nations for David’s disappearance, in-
cluding potential abduction by North 
Korea; 

Second, that they coordinate their 
efforts with the Governments of Japan, 
South Korea, and particularly China, 
the country known to have at least 
some influence over North Korea; 

And finally, that they keep the Con-
gress and the Sneddon family informed 
of these efforts. 

I would like to thank Senator LEE for 
sponsoring the companion bill in the 
Senate, and the rest of the Utah dele-
gation for joining me as cosponsors. I 
think I can speak for the delegation 
when I say that David’s family de-
serves a thorough effort from their own 
government to discover what happened 
to him. This is the very least that we 
can ask. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of mercy, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 
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May Your special blessings be upon 

the Members of this assembly as re-
sults from another primary election re-
verberate through our political land-
scape. Give them wisdom and charity, 
that they might work together, with 
needed focus, for the common good. 

As the candidates now move on to 
other contests, may all Americans hear 
the call to responsible citizenship, 
learning the substance of candidates’ 
positions and plans for the future of 
our Nation. May we all do our home-
work so that our experiment in rep-
resentative democracy might flourish 
and all would take pride in the govern-
ment to be constructed from our votes. 

May all that is done this day in the 
people’s House be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PETERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. PETERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

OUR BORDER IS NOT SECURE 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, new reports from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security show a 
surge in illegal immigration, 30 per-
cent, actually. Last Friday I returned 
to McAllen, Texas, to tour the Rio 
Grande River by boat and see our secu-
rity challenges firsthand, something 
President Obama has refused to do. 

Let me be clear. Our border is not se-
cure. Obama’s amnesty is devastating 
for Texas, particularly its border cit-
ies, but the problems far exceed our 
border. This affects the whole country. 
It undermines the safety of all Ameri-
cans and hurts law-abiding taxpayers. 

My most sacred duty is to protect 
our homeland and every citizen in it. I 
spent 29 years as a fighter pilot and 7 
as a POW doing just that. Rest assured, 
I will continue to fight to keep Amer-
ica safe. 

GUN VIOLENCE MYTHS 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
Sunday 5 people were killed and 25 in-
jured in four mass shootings in New 
York, Florida, Illinois, and Mississippi. 
Yet, Congress has done nothing to re-
duce gun violence in America. 

While this is happening, opponents to 
commonsense, responsible gun safety 
legislation are spreading misinforma-
tion and sharing myths, myths such as: 
criminals don’t exploit loopholes to 
buy guns; there is no gun show loop-
hole; the assault weapons ban that was 
previously in place didn’t work; and 
strong gun laws don’t reduce gun 
crimes. 

It is time that we start calling out 
these myths and correcting the record 
with the facts. In the coming days, I 
will be doing just that on my Web site 
and through social media to help build 
support for commonsense, responsible 
gun safety legislation. 

After all, Mr. Speaker, facts should 
guide us in doing our work and doing 
all that we can to reduce gun violence 
in America. 

f 

HONORING PASTOR MICHAEL 
MOORE 

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and honor Pas-
tor Michael Moore for his many years 
of service to the Manteca community. 
After 29 years at Crossroads Grace 
Community Church, Pastor Mike is re-
tiring from his role as senior leader. 

Almost 50 years ago, Pastor Mike 
married the love of his life, Grace, and 
together they started a church where 
everyone could feel welcome. 

In 1987, Crossroads Grace Community 
began with a Bible study group led by 
Pastor Mike made up of 17 members. 
The church grew to encompass Pastor 
Mike’s and Grace’s vision of a casual 
atmosphere, practical and relevant 
teachings, with contemporary worship. 

Pastor Mike led the congregation in 
working with local churches to estab-
lish the Hope Family Shelter and pro-
vide housing to homeless families. The 
church also established a mobile med-
ical clinic to provide free medical serv-
ice for those in need and has sent 
teams to respond to global disasters 
such as Hurricane Katrina, the tsu-
nami in Asia, and the Oklahoma torna-
does. The church has also sent mission-
aries to many corners of the globe. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Pastor Michael Moore and his 
unwavering leadership in our commu-
nity and many accomplishments 
around the globe. 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Spanish Fork, Utah, 
January 16, 2014: 

Marie King, 55 years old. 
Kelly Boren, 32. 
Joshua Boren, 7 years old. 
Haley Boren, 5. 
Holly Hill, South Carolina, July 15, 

2015: 
Jerome Butler, 50 years old. 
Krystal Hutto, 28 years old. 
Shamekia Sanders, 17. 
Tamara Perry, 14. 
Saco, Maine, July 26, 2014: 
Heather Smith, 35. 
Jason Montez, 12 years old. 
Noah Montez, 7. 
Lily Smith, 4 years old. 
Culpeper, Virginia, August 3, 2014: 
Shauna Washington, 35 years old. 
Onesha Washington, 13. 
Onya Washington, 6. 
Olivia Washington, 4. 
Callison, South Carolina, October 29, 

2013: 
Richard Fields, 51 years old. 
Melissa Fields, 49. 
Chandra Fields, 26. 
William Robinson, 9 years old. 
Tariq Robinson, 9 years old. 

f 

BLUE RIBBON STUDY PANEL 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week I was grateful to 
chair the Subcommittee on Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities hearing to re-
ceive outside views on biodefense for 
the Department of Defense and review 
the bipartisan report of the Blue Rib-
bon Study Panel on Biodefense. 

Chaired by former Senator Joe Lie-
berman and former Governor and Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Tom 
Ridge, the panel evaluated the status 
of prevention, deterrence, prepared-
ness, detection, response, attribution, 
recovery, and mitigation of our Na-
tion’s biodefense. 

The report was clear. Our Nation 
faces a complex threat from both bio-
logical weapons and naturally occur-
ring diseases. For example, the recent 
response to the Ebola outbreak dem-
onstrates the importance of the De-
partment of Defense’s biodefense con-
tributions to broader government and 
global efforts. 

I am grateful that the former Attor-
ney General Ken Wainstein and Dr. 
Gerald Parker, both members of the 
panel, were there testifying before the 
subcommittee. I look forward to work-
ing with the Department of Defense to 
implement the findings and rec-
ommendations. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 
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