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to people with disabling injuries, ill-
nesses, and conditions.

Millions of people across the country
require medical rehabilitation to re-
store, maintain, or prevent deteriora-
tion of function. And this legislation
will play an important role in the pro-
vision of that care.

I commend Senator KIRK for cham-
pioning this important bill, and I look
forward to its swift passage in the Sen-
ate and urge its subsequent consider-
ation in the House.

———

NORTH KOREA IS A ROGUE STATE
LUSTING FOR INTERNATIONAL
MISCHIEF

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as
Peyton Manning and the Denver Bron-
cos celebrated their Super Bowl win,
around 8:27 California time, a North
Korean satellite passed in space over
the stadium.

What is next? Before long, it could be
an intercontinental ballistic missile
with a nuclear warhead headed for
some American city.

Mr. Speaker, this is not some wacky
idea out of a Hollywood movie. On Jan-
uary 6, the North Koreans tested a
more advanced nuclear bomb that
could Kkill even more people than the
nuclear bomb they already have. Last
Saturday, North Korea conducted a
rocket launch to try to develop a bal-
listic missile that could hit the United
States.

The North Koreans also support
Hezbollah, work with Iran on missile
development, hacked Sony Entertain-
ment, kidnapped an American college
student and put him in jail, and there
is much more.

Mr. Speaker, North Korea is a rogue
state lusting for international mis-
chief. It is time to put them back on
the State Sponsors of Terrorism list
before Super Bowl LI takes place in my
hometown of Houston, Texas.

And that is just the way it is.

———

BOKO HARAM

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow is Wear Something Red
Wednesday to bring back our girls.

Boko Haram is burning children
alive. This heartbreaking and, yes, un-
settling picture is of Sani, a victim of
Boko Haram’s terror.

Sani’s home was destroyed when
Boko Haram set his village on fire,
killing his parents. The rest of Sani’s
family survived only to be viciously
gunned down in front of him. Sani rep-
resents the millions of children and
women who are being raped, kidnapped,
mutilated, and killed by the world’s
deadliest terrorist organization, Boko
Haram. If you are not outraged, then
you are not paying attention.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Africans killing Africans: the world
has ignored this unparalleled level of
violence.

I pray that our country and this Con-
gress awaken to these unquestionably
horrific acts and take up efforts to de-
feat Boko Haram.

Please continue to tweet, tweet,
tweet #bringbackourgirls. Please wear
red tomorrow and every Wednesday.
Tweet, tweet, tweet
#bringbackourgirls, #joinRepWilson.

———

CONGRATULATING OKEECHOBEE
HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. ROONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Okee-
chobee High School, home of the Fight-
ing Brahmans of Okeechobee, Florida,
for receiving a Wilson Golden Football
from the National Football League to
commemorate the 5b0th year of the
Super Bowl.

As part of the nationwide Super Bowl
50 celebration, the NFL started the
Super Bowl High School honor roll pro-
gram to acknowledge high schools and
communities that have directly influ-
enced Super Bowl history and impacted
the game of football for the better.
High schools across the country were
chosen to honor each player or head
coach who graduated from the school
and was on an active Super Bowl ros-
ter.

Okeechobee High School was chosen
because of its esteemed alumni,
Jimmie Jones, who played in both
Super Bowls XXVII and XXVIII with
the Dallas Cowboys. Interestingly,
after the victory of Super Bowl XXVII,
Jimmie chose to be in Okeechobee for
a parade rather than a parade through
Dallas with his team. We are all proud
to call him one of our own.

It is my honor to represent Okee-
chobee in the House of Representa-
tives.

WATER CRISIS IN FLINT,
MICHIGAN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend I had the opportunity to trav-
el with Congressman DAN KILDEE, Con-
gresswoman BRENDA LAWRENCE, Con-
gressman SANDER LEVIN, and Congress-
woman DEBBIE DINGELL—we Wwere
joined by other Members of Congress,
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, for example—to
see firsthand the water crisis in Flint,
Michigan.

I just want to report to Members of
the House and the people of this coun-
try that what I saw was appalling. At
this point, so many weeks after the
lead crisis was identified, to have no
central medical team examining those
children is a sacrilege. To have no
water buffalo supplied by the National
Guard with pressurized PVC tubing
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taking water to people’s homes, rather
than just this bottle delivery; to have
no hot showers that are portable,
which the military has, that they could
put in the schools in that community,
to me, was absolutely appalling.

I was told that the Governor of that
State had not even met with the people
of the community. He had come in for
a press conference. Is that what this is
about?

I met children who had hemorrhages
and ulcers from drinking that water,
who had black rashes all over their
bodies with pus.

Our country has a responsibility to
the citizens of this country. There
ought to be a central coordinator. If
that Governor can’t appoint one, the
President of the United States should.
Those children and the citizens of that
city ought to be taken care of.

——

CURTIS FOLTZ RETIREMENT AS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF GEOR-
GIA PORTS AUTHORITY

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Curtis
Foltz and his retirement as executive
director from the Georgia Ports Au-
thority.

Over the past 5 years, Mr. Foltz has
done an exceptional job overseeing all
Georgia Ports Authority activity, in-
cluding the expansion and maintenance
of the deepwater ports of Savannah and
Brunswick.

Since his promotion to executive di-
rector in 2010, Mr. Foltz led Georgia
Ports Authority to achieve record
cargo growth, modernize its terminals,
increase efficiency, improve safety, and
promote environmental stewardship.

I am honored and grateful for Mr.
Foltz’ leadership as Georgia Ports
Authority’s executive director and
wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors.

I would also like to wish the incom-
ing executive director, Griff Lynch,
and the Georgia Ports Authority con-
tinued growth and success for years to
come.

———
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HURD of Texas). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 6, 2015,
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to share a story with everyone to-
night. Although I live in Nebraska, I
keep an old family van here in Wash-
ington, D.C., which is particularly
helpful when our children are visiting.

On one particular occasion, the van
was very messy. My children were
smaller then, and I had not had the
time to clean it. I was actually parking
the van in a downtown garage here in
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the city, and somewhat embarrass-
ingly, I handed the keys to the attend-
ant and said to him: Sorry, I have five
children.

He looked at me and smiled. He says:
Oh, don’t worry. I have seven children,
and they are going to take care of me
when I am old.

I looked back at him, and I also
smiled. I said: You know what that is
called? That is called social security.

He then said: I like that. Could I say
that?

I said: You can say it all that you
like.

Mr. Speaker, while we think of Social
Security as that important retirement
security program, which is so essential
to so many people, I want to take a
moment to just explore a broader un-
derstanding of how we find our security
together as a people, as a Nation.

I want to re-imagine this term ‘‘So-
cial Security’ in a wider sense of the
phrase, what it means to find belong-
ing, protection, and mutual support.
Ultimately, society depends upon a
binding set of narratives and an agree-
ment with one another about one fun-
damental fact: the agreement that we
should care about each other, that we
are committed to one another, and
that we have a common vision.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Americans are
continuing to confront a number of
longstanding challenges to our coun-
try’s well-being. Let’s be honest. There
is widespread distrust of government,
and the economy’s capacity is sadly
deepening a sense of division and fur-
ther fracturing our society as more and
more people seem to feel left out.

Fortunately, Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion still does have great character and
great strength, found first and fore-
most in durable values that keep us re-
silient with the ability to adapt and
change, even in the most turbulent of
times. So although there is justifiable
anxiety and anger at the present mo-
ment—in fact, they are a hallmark of
the present moment—Americans do de-
sire a new settlement of both security
and opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, here is the dilemma: a
constant focus on a Washington-based
solution offers a false sense of soli-
darity and is no substitute for commu-
nity. Technocratic management
through centralized government can-
not rekindle the vibrancy of our soci-
ety. And far from healing our wounded
culture, the government simply cannot
fix everything that is wrong. Doing so,
attempting to do so will simply recal-
culate winners and losers. This is espe-
cially true when America’s political
system suffers from so much discord
and dysfunction.

So here is the answer: a hopeful poli-
tics and a truly good society are ulti-
mately relational. For instance, al-
though we are not immune from harsh-
er downward trends where I live, we
have, in my State of Nebraska, to some
degree, I believe, safeguarded the im-
portance of community, the necessity
and integrity of the family, and the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

quality of care for ourselves as well as
those around us.
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I am proud of this fact, Mr. Speaker.
I often refer to it as the Nebraska
model. Such social vibrancy reduces
the necessity for government interven-
tion and actually creates happier out-
comes.

Mr. Speaker, the Social Security pro-
gram itself is so critical to protecting
the well-being of America’s seniors. I
believe strongly in this program, as so
many others do.

In fact, when I was a child, I received
Social Security myself due to the pre-
mature death of my father when I was
12 years old. It helped get the family
through. This is an important program
for America’s security and for peace of
mind of so many of our elder citizens.

But I think a broader view of this
concept, this ideal, of Social Security
demands that we regrasp the ideals of
community and interdependency with
one another. Proper progress in our Na-
tion recognizes that our individual lib-
erty is not merely a license to do what-
ever we want.

A hyper sense of individualism can
obscure the foundational truth of our
shared humanity, which longs for com-
munity. It inhibits the common en-
deavors necessary for advancing a
brighter future together as a nation, as
one people.

Liberty and, therefore, human happi-
ness are inextricably intertwined with
our society, with our responsibility to
one another, and that is what gives
fullness to the meaning of Social Secu-
rity.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———————

CONTAMINATED WATER IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
want to talk about the cities of Amer-
ica—at least many of the cities of
America.

While I was waiting for the oppor-
tunity to speak to the House and peo-
ple of America, I went into the cloak-
room and pulled out today’s Roll Call,
one of what we call the Hill rags. These
are one of the newspapers around the
Hill.

It says ‘‘Lead in the Water, Way Be-
yond Flint,” and it talks about the
issue of contamination in our water
supplies. Indeed, they are quite correct.

This would be one of maybe 20 dif-
ferent slides I could put up here. What
do these cities of America have in com-
mon: Flint, Michigan; Toledo, Ohio;
Sebring, Ohio; Baltimore, Maryland;
Brick Township, New Jersey; Wash-
ington, D.C.; Wayne County, North
Carolina; Greenville, North Carolina;
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Lakehurst Acres, Maine; Chicago, Illi-
nois; Porterville, California? The list
goes on and on and on. These are cities
that have or have had contaminated
water in the last couple of years. Some
of these are ongoing.

We hear a lot of discussion about
Flint, Michigan, and the tragedy of the
water supply in Flint, Michigan, the
lead contamination, the 8,000 or 9,000
children who have been inflicted with
lead poisoning, and the incredible,
awful effect that that will have on the
development of their brain and of their
future.

This issue is one that we are becom-
ing aware of. Actually, we have been
aware of it for a long, long time. The
problem is that we haven’t done any-
thing about it or we have done very,
very little about it.

Tonight we are going to talk about
contaminated water in America, Amer-
ica’s cities and towns that are pro-
viding water that is not fit to drink.

So what to do? Well, we are going to
have to deal with the realities of 8,000
to 9,000 children, their development,
the potential problems that they face
in their lives ahead. That will be basi-
cally dealing with the fact that we had
contaminated water in Flint, Michi-
gan, and in a host of other cities.

We can’t live without water. The
human body requires it. If you don’t
get it, you are going to die very, very
quickly. The fact of the matter is I am
not at all sure you can live with con-
taminated water.

That is the actual water that was
available to residents of Flint, Michi-
gan: yucky, yellow, contaminated, pol-
luted water. Not just lead, but yuck.
Why would you want to drink that?
Well, it is all you have. So you don’t
want to, but you really don’t have any
choice. Contaminated water, what to
do?

Tonight we are going to discuss this
issue. I guess one thing you can do is
what California did. In Porterville,
California, when the wells went dry,
they brought a cattle water trough
similar to what I have on my ranch to
provide water for my cattle. This water
trough provided water for the children
of Porterville, California.

Now, there is a solution to the water
crisis in California. Porterville isn’t
the only city or town in the San Joa-
quin Valley. In fact, there are dozens of
towns in the San Joaquin Valley of
California, the largest State, the rich-
est State.

We like to think of California, my
home State, as being ahead of every-
thing. I guess we are ahead in pro-
viding cattle water troughs to provide
water for children in California. We
ought to be ashamed.

What are we going to do about it?
There are 435 people here in the House
of Representatives, and I guess there is
another 100 Senators across the way, a
President, and all the administration.
What are we going to do about it? I
guess we can look at our report card.
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