H6374

for those fighting cancer, Alzheimer’s,
and other debilitating diseases, bring-
ing us closer to the promise of better
treatments and cures for the afflicted
and hope to those who love and care for
them.

The 21st Century Cures Act also pro-
vides tens of billions of dollars more in
research funds to accelerate promising
cancer research in our Nation’s leading
cancer centers, including Buffalo’s
Roswell Park Cancer Institute.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
ADOPTION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of National Adoption Month,
which is observed each November.

The goal of National Adoption Month
is to increase national awareness of
adoption and to bring attention to the
need for permanent families for chil-
dren and youth in the foster care sys-
tem. As of September 30 of last year,
there were more than 110,000 children
across our Nation waiting to be adopt-
ed.

This year, the initiative focuses on
older youth adoptions, which has a spe-
cial significance to me. When I was 11
years old, my family welcomed a foster
care child, Bob, into our home. Bob,
throughout the years, has been a part
of my life since I was 11 and will be my
brother for life. In fact, it is because of
Bob that I developed a lifelong passion
for scouting and was eventually moti-
vated to a call to public service.

I commend the men and women
across our Nation who have selflessly
decided to open their homes to these
boys and girls, providing good homes at
a very challenging time for these
young people.

To all the parents who have either
adopted a child or participated in fos-
ter care: Thank you.

————
HATE CRIMES

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to speak out against hate. Across
our country, incidents of hate crimes
and harassment are on the rise.

Just this last week, the trend reared
its ugly head in my hometown of Talla-
hassee. A community office was van-
dalized with the letters KKK painted
across the door.

With the rise in hate, we have also
seen an increase in indifference. Too
many are turning a blind eye. But
there can be no tolerance for racism,
bigotry or anti-Semitism in the United
States of America.

The opposite of love is not hate. It is
indifference. I won’t be indifferent. I
won’t be silent. I am asking each of
you to speak out against acts of hate
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wherever you see them. We cannot be
bullied or intimidated. We must fight
back. Together, we are stronger than
any hatred.

————

HELPING DISABLED VETERANS

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the unanimous pas-
sage last night of the Veterans Mobil-
ity Safety Act.

With this commonsense bill on its
way to the President’s desk, we are
making sure the mobility equipment
veterans depend on is safe. The VA
helps disabled veterans update their ve-
hicles with things like wheelchair lifts
and easier steering and braking to im-
prove their quality of life. But out-
dated policies and lack of standards in
the program have led to safety issues
for veterans and the driving public.

With my bill, the VA will develop
new policies and standards to ensure
veterans have access to safe, high-qual-
ity mobility equipment.

I thank Chairman MILLER for his
tireless work on veterans’ issues, as
well as my colleagues, Representatives
BROWNLEY and RUIzZ, Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America, and the National Mo-
bility Equipment Dealers Association
for their work on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, we owe a debt of grati-
tude to our disabled veterans, and that
includes making sure the mobility
equipment they need is safe and reli-
able. With this bill, we are doing just
that.

——————

FIDEL CASTRO’S DEATH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, in
the wake of the announcement of Fidel
Castro’s death, some world leaders and
some in the media were quick to ex-
press their sorrow and sympathy for
Castro.

They fawned over a dictator, as Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
claimed he was ‘“‘a legendary revolu-
tionary and orator.”

It is precisely this ignorance of Cas-
tro’s true nature that is so alarming.
Fidel Castro was a ruthless tyrant who
ruled with an iron fist. Castro was re-
sponsible for the deaths of countless
Cubans, and he beat, jailed, and even
tortured his opposition.

Castro was a despot who confiscated
private property and businesses. He
subjugated Cuban citizens, and he took
away all their freedoms and their
rights.

Fidel Castro was an avowed enemy of
the United States. This is a thug who
should be condemned and not eulo-
gized.
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REMEMBERING REGIS BOBONIS OF
SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember an outstanding mem-
ber of the Sewickley, Pennsylvania,
community: the late Regis Bobonis,
who passed away this past November
25.

This great American was a man of
many firsts. He was the first African
American news reporter for the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette and the first Afri-
can American television news reporter
in Pittsburgh. Following his career in
communications, he served as the pub-
lic relations director for Mercy Hos-
pital for 25 years.

Prior to these achievements, Regis
Bobonis served as a Petty Officer 3rd
Class during World War II, and he was
a committed husband, father, and
grandfather. He and his late wife, Hur-
ley Williams, remained married for 53
years before her passing.

Through his work for the Daniel B.
Matthews Historical Society in
Sewickley, Mr. Bobonis discovered
there were more Tuskegee Airmen
from western Pennsylvania than any
other State in the Nation. His dis-
covery led him to spearhead the cam-
paign that resulted in the largest out-
door memorial to the Tuskegee Air-
men, which is in Sewickley Cemetery,
pictured to my left.

Mr. Bobonis’ sterling example and
lasting contributions to our commu-
nity will not be forgotten. May his
family be consoled, and may he rest in
peace.

———

BRIDGES TO HOPE

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve the number one way to move peo-
ple from poverty to self-reliance is not
a government program. If we want to
make a difference in the lives of the
impoverished, we must help them find
a pathway to employment.

In my hometown of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, a nonprofit has taken this mis-
sion to heart. Cooperative Christian
Ministries and Clinic works with dis-
advantaged residents to give them
skills that will give them a step up in
the workforce. The ministry’s program,
Bridges to Hope, has worked with local
employers in Hot Springs to put its
graduates to work, and it is seeing
great success. According to a report by
the local Sentinel-Record newspaper,
Oaklawn Race Track has employed
four graduates, all of whom have had a
100 percent success rate, according to
Oaklawn General Manager Eric Jack-
son.

The first Bridges to Hope class grad-
uated only 90 days ago, but its success
is already resounding as residents in
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the Fourth Congressional District of
Arkansas are finding satisfaction and
self-reliance through employment.

I thank Bridges of Hope for its work
in my hometown, and I hope to see its
efforts not only grow, but also be rep-
licated, because there is a better way
to fight poverty and it is still the best
anti-poverty program of all time—a
job.

———

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OVERTIME RULE UPDATE

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, last week,
a Texas judge granted an emergency
injunction against the Department of
Labor’s overtime rule.

This disastrous overtime rule is yet
another attempt by this administra-
tion to legislate outside of reason and
job description to impose their ‘‘we
know what is best for you’’ agenda.

This rule, set to go into effect De-
cember 1, would double the overtime
salary threshold almost overnight. For
Americans, this overtime rule would
mean fewer job prospects, less flexi-
bility, and less opportunity.

I have stood before this body many
times telling the stories of small busi-
nesses that have come to me and
warned me of the struggles their em-
ployees and families would face be-
cause of this overtime rule.

Schools and universities back home
in my district were negatively im-
pacted by this rule and the possibility
of having to inform employees of a par-
tial paycheck right before the holidays.
Despite outcry and outrage from folks
back home, the administration pushed
forward with its unpopular overtime
rule.

Thankfully, the courts got it right. I
thank the courts for standing up for
the rule of law and the American peo-
ple.

——
0O 1215

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
KEEPS STUDENTS SAFE

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize The Ohio State Uni-
versity, their emergency management
team, and all our police officers and
first responders who took swift action
on Monday to keep our students safe
and stop an attacker wielding a knife.
My thoughts and prayers are with the
victims who were injured, and I wish
them a quick and full recovery.

As a fellow Buckeye, it is difficult to
even fathom that senseless violence
like this can happen even on one of our
own campuses. I walked those side-
walks as a student, and just a few days
ago I was with my wife on campus.
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With the unpredictable threats and
the potential emergencies we face
today, we must be prepared, and we
must always be vigilant.

I am sincerely grateful to The Ohio
State University that they were ready.
An OSU police officer, who is also a
graduate of the university, is a hero for
stopping a potential terror attack that
ISIS has claimed responsibility for.
The university effectively utilized
emergency response protocol to keep
thousands of students on campus out of
harm’s way.

Mr. Speaker, America’s universities
and colleges are places where students
should safely engage with their class-
mates, where they are challenged, and
where they find opportunities to suc-
ceed in our great Nation. That is cer-
tainly the case at The Ohio State Uni-
versity.

As we continue to pray for our stu-
dents’ safety and security, we must
stand with the Buckeye community.
We are Buckeye strong.

———

HONORING WAYNE STATE UNIVER-
SITY POLICE K9 OFFICER COLLIN
ROSE

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
pay tribute to a fallen Wayne State
University Police K9 Officer Collin
Rose, who died in the line of duty on
Tuesday, November 22, 2016.

Officer Rose was a man of the com-
munity, who visited schools and
trained police dogs. He was a Ferris
State University Criminal Justice and
Law Enforcement Academy graduate.
And tragically, Officer Rose became
the fifth officer to be shot in the
United States in a matter of days.

It is completely unacceptable. This
trend of violence and murder against
the very people who serve and protect
us, there are no words. It must stop.

These brave men and women in uni-
form are more than their occupation.
They are husbands, they are wives,
they are brothers, and sisters. They are
our children. In Officer Rose’s case, he
was somebody’s fiance, preparing to
get married in less than a year from
now.

As much as we think that their job is
to protect us, it is our job to ensure
their safety as well. Our communities
must work with the police to open dia-
logue and voice concerns peacefully.
Every single American must respect
our police and men and women in uni-
form.

Please join me today in praying for
Officer Rose’s family, friends, and the
entire Wayne State Police Force dur-
ing this time of tragedy. His life and
legacy will never be forgotten.
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SUPPORT INNOVATION, RESEARCH,
AND LIFESAVING CURES TO DIS-
EASES

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of innovation, re-
search, and lifesaving cures to diseases
that affect every family in every neigh-
borhood of America.

We are set to begin a new era in
Washington in January, but we still
have the opportunity to accomplish
meaningful change before the end of
this year. We have the opportunity to
save lives by passing the 21st Century
Cures Act and getting it signed into
law.

For example, right now, each year,
700,000 people die with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease annually. By 2050, estimates are
that our country will spend over $1
trillion alone just to treat patients
with Alzheimer’s. Yet, we spend just a
few hundred million dollars a year on
Alzheimer’s research.

This weekend, 60 Minutes highlighted
an NIH-backed Alzheimer’s study and
the amazing work our researchers are
doing to find a cure for this dreadful
disease.

21st Century Cures increases our
commitment to studies like these by
adding almost $5 billion in new invest-
ment for research over the next 10
years.

Mr. Speaker, if we support 21st Cen-
tury Cures, we not only save lives, but
our investment will pay for itself a
thousand times over.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 30, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 30, 2016, at 9:18 a.m.:

That the Senate request return of official
papers to make a technical correction to the
engrossment H. Con. Res 122.

That the Senate passed S. 2944.

That the Senate passed S. 3438.

That the Senate passed S. 461.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4419.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5785.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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