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the Speaker’s table the bill (S. 1808) to
require the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to conduct a Northern Border
threat analysis, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1808

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Northern
Border Security Review Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(D) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives.

(2) NORTHERN BORDER.—The term ‘‘North-
ern Border” means the land and maritime
borders between the United States and Can-
ada.

SEC. 3. NORTHERN BORDER THREAT ANALYSIS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a Northern Border threat analysis to the
appropriate congressional committees that
includes—

(1) current and potential terrorism and
criminal threats posed by individuals and or-
ganized groups seeking—

(A) to enter the United States through the
Northern Border; or

(B) to exploit border vulnerabilities on the
Northern Border;

(2) improvements needed at and between
ports of entry along the Northern Border—

(A) to prevent terrorists and instruments
of terrorism from entering the United
States; and

(B) to reduce criminal activity, as meas-
ured by the total flow of illegal goods, illicit
drugs, and smuggled and trafficked persons
moved in either direction across to the
Northern Border;

(3) gaps in law, policy, cooperation between
State, tribal, and local law enforcement,
international agreements, or tribal agree-
ments that hinder effective and efficient bor-
der security, counter-terrorism, anti-human
smuggling and trafficking efforts, and the
flow of legitimate trade along the Northern
Border; and

(4) whether additional U.S. Customs and
Border Protection preclearance and
preinspection operations at ports of entry
along the Northern Border could help pre-
vent terrorists and instruments of terror
from entering the United States.

(b) ANALYSIS REQUIREMENTS.—For the
threat analysis required under subsection
(a), the Secretary of Homeland Security
shall consider and examine—

(1) technology needs and challenges;

(2) personnel needs and challenges;
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(3) the role of State, tribal, and local law
enforcement in general border security ac-
tivities;

(4) the need for cooperation among Fed-
eral, State, tribal, local, and Canadian law
enforcement entities relating to border secu-
rity;

(5) the terrain, population density, and cli-
mate along the Northern Border; and

(6) the needs and challenges of Department
facilities, including the physical approaches
to such facilities.

(c) CLASSIFIED THREAT ANALYSIS.—To the
extent possible, the Secretary of Homeland
Security shall submit the threat analysis re-
quired under subsection (a) in unclassified
form. The Secretary may submit a portion of
the threat analysis in classified form if the
Secretary determines that such form is ap-
propriate for that portion.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR VIC-
TIMS OF WOODMORE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL BUS CRASH

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker,
tonight I rise to offer a moment of si-
lence. On November 21, while many of
us were preparing for the Thanksgiving
holiday, tragedy once again struck my
hometown of Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Woodmore Elementary School is a
beautiful elementary school; young, vi-
brant children, all so precious. There
was a tragic schoolbus crash that hap-
pened that day in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee. The crash took the lives of six

young children: Keonte Wilson,
Cor’Dayja Jones, Zyaira Mateen,
D’Myunn Brown, Zoie Nash, and
Zyanna Harris. In addition, several

other children were severely injured.
Many are still in critical condition.

I know I can speak for all of us, in-
cluding my dear friends who have
joined me from the Tennessee delega-
tion, when I say that we are absolutely
heartbroken over this horrific tragedy.
Nothing I can say tonight can diminish
the gravity of the loss that our com-
munity has suffered.

But I must thank the first respond-
ers, the Chattanooga Police Depart-
ment, the local officials, and especially
the staff, the doctors at Children’s Hos-
pital at Erlanger, for their immediate
and compassionate response to this
tragedy.

My brothers and sisters in the House,
I went with our Governor to see the
care and treatment that these children
were getting. One young lady about to
go up to surgery gave me the thumbs
up.

At a time of such tragic loss, these
precious lives were lost, and so many
are forever hurt. Please join me now in
a moment of silence for the victims,
for their families, and for our Chat-
tanooga community.
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REMEMBERING SAN ANTONIO PO-
LICE OFFICER DETECTIVE BEN-
JAMIN MARCONI

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise the day after my hometown, San
Antonio, laid to rest a hero who was
taken from us too soon, Detective Ben-
jamin Marconi.

The son of a San Antonio police offi-
cer, Detective Marconi was a 20-year
veteran of the force whose life was
tragically cut short last week while he
was in the field serving our city.

Known for his big smile, his Kkind-
ness, and his commitment to doing the
right thing, Detective Marconi was a
beloved member of our community. He
leaves behind a son, a grandson, and an
extended family who brought him great
joy.

Our city mourns the loss of Detective
Marconi, an outstanding San Antonian,
whom we dearly miss. His passing is a
tragic reminder of the risk all of our
law enforcement officers take when
they go to work each day to keep us
safe. We are grateful for his service and
theirs.

———
FIDEL CASTRO’S BRUTAL LEGACY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the Cuban people can finally close one
chapter in their 57-year nightmare of
oppressive rule: Fidel Castro has died.

When I was just 8 years old, I was
forced to flee my native homeland of
Cuba with my family. We were not the
first, nor were we the last, to leave all
that we had behind in search of free-
dom, democracy, opportunity, and safe-
ty.

Many constituents I am so humbled
to represent have had family members
who did not survive their journey, yet
they all risked their lives in fleeing
Cuba because they felt the brutality of
Fidel Castro. They witnessed firsthand
the ruthlessness of the tyrant, and
they felt that it was like having their
human rights stripped from their very
being.

Their stories and their experiences—
the firing squads, the gulags, and the
torture—Mr. Speaker, will be Fidel
Castro’s legacy.

———
EL PASO DREAMERS

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, in this
country, there are over 700,000 DREAM-
ers, children and young Americans
brought to this country at a young age,
through no fault of their own, to im-
prove their lives, their opportunities,
and those of their families. They are
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every bit as much American as you or
I or our children.

Pictured next to me is Itzel Campos
of El Paso, Texas, a 15-year-old sopho-
more at Franklin High School, who
came to a townhall meeting that we
had last night where 300 ElI Pasoans
came out to either tell their stories or
show support for DREAMers.

We want to make sure that the Presi-
dent-elect and that the Congress that
we have here and the one that will be
seated in January do everything within
their power to keep these DREAMers
in our country, who will earn more
than $4 trillion in taxable income dur-
ing their lives but, more importantly,
will contribute to the American
Dream, will improve communities like
mine, which happens to be the safest
city in America in large part because
of the immigrants, and especially these
DREAMers who call El1 Paso home, and
to give people like Itzel every chance
to succeed, to improve their lives and
the course of this country.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO GOVERNOR
NIKKI HALEY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, President-elect Donald
Trump nominated South Carolina Gov-
ernor Nikki Haley to be America’s Am-
bassador to the United Nations.

President-elect Trump has
nounced:

Governor Haley has a proven record of
bringing people together regardless of back-
ground or party affiliation to move critical
policies forward for the betterment of her
State and country. She is also a proven
dealmaker, and we look forward to making
plenty of deals. She will be a great leader
representing us on the world stage.

Governor Haley has led the people of
South Carolina through trying times,
such as the historic thousand-year
flood last year, Hurricane Matthew
flooding this year, and the tragic
shooting at Mother Emanuel Church in
Charleston. She has promoted a pro-
business and pro-job environment by
recruiting major companies such as
Boeing and Volvo, along with Michelin,
BMW, and Bridgestone expansions.
Governor Haley will be a strong and ef-
fective voice for America, advancing
freedom and democracy around the
world.

Congratulations to Governor Haley
and her husband, Michael, and chil-
dren, Rena and Nalin, on this achieve-
ment. Your Lexington County neigh-
bors are very proud of you.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———
REDUCING RED TAPE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

an-
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased that the House Subcommittee
on Federal Lands is holding a hearing
soon on H.R. 5129, the Guide and Out-
fitter Act—we call it the GO Act—
which I have sponsored to make it easi-
er for Americans to access and enjoy
their public lands.

I began working on this legislation
after an annual endurance run in my
district, which had been held for years,
was canceled after Federal agencies de-
manded a costly new study of the
event’s environmental impacts, a study
the small, nonprofit group that held
the event couldn’t afford. That’s right,
Federal agencies were concerned that
people running on existing trails could
have negative impacts on the environ-
ment.

The GO Act cuts this red tape by cre-
ating a categorical exclusion to ensure
activities which have already been per-
mitted do not need duplicative studies
in order to continue. It creates a one-
stop joint permitting system so races
and other events that might stretch
across Forest Service lands, BLM, and
National Park land, et cetera, don’t
need to repeat the permit process over
and over and over with every single
agency.

The bill caps fees to keep them af-
fordable and allows existing permits to
be easily extended so that public access
and events can continue.

I am proud to say this bill will help
get more Americans outside, Mr.
Speaker, for less money and with less
red tape. That is a goal every Member
of this body can support.

———

AVOIDING TRUMP ADMINISTRA-
TION CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am one
of those Americans who is very con-
cerned about the conflict of interest
that the President-elect faces as he as-
sumes office. I don’t think we have
ever elected someone to office in this
country with his vast wealth, but I
must say, as ranking member on the
Energy and Water Development, and
Related Agencies Subcommittee of the
Committee on Appropriations, let me
give you one area which causes me con-
cern: where he will separate his private
interest from the public interest.

The committee on which I rank han-
dles the Army Corps of Engineers’
budget, and we don’t have enough
money to deal with all the projects
around the country, some of which are
backed up 20 years. What happens if
Mar-a-Lago in Florida faces flooding—
or any of the other coastal properties
that the President-elect owns—and the
Army is trying to make a decision on
where to place Federal funds? Will his
properties take precedence over thou-
sands of other projects around the
country that have been backlogged for
years?
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I think it is really important that
the President-elect create a blind trust
and put all of his assets in there. Obvi-
ously, he will have a good life in the
years ahead, but we simply must not
allow the private interests of any
American to pollute the public deci-
sions that this country must make.

———

CLIMATE CHANGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BENISHEK) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, as a
lifelong resident of northern Michigan,
I know how important it is to protect
and conserve our precious natural re-
sources. Northern Michigan’s economy
depends on our Great Lakes and our
outdoor spaces for tourism, agri-
culture, and sporting activities.

Generations of people in my district
have grown up experiencing the out-
doors from the shores of Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore to Isle
Royale National Park. However, we
need to make sure that there is a bal-
ance and that we do not undertake rash
and unproven regulatory policies that
are almost guaranteed to negatively
impact our economy in the hope of
some potential—and often
unquantifiable—environmental gain.

I just got back from northern Michi-
gan. As a matter of fact, I was in Ot-
tawa National Forest hunting. What
strikes me about the regulatory nature
of the Federal Government is it doesn’t
really take into account what is hap-
pening in the wild. The Ottawa Na-
tional Forest, for example, hasn’t been
properly managed. The regulations as
far as managing the forest make it so
difficult that the forest is aging and
the trees are actually falling down and
rotting rather than being harvested.
This is just one of the policies of this
administration, and I am really hoping,
now that we have a new administration
coming forward, there will be a lot of
change in the regulatory policies to ac-
tually develop policies that make sense
for our environment and make sense
for our people. That is why I wanted to
speak tonight about many of these
policies that affect our environment
and global warming.

A lot of policies of the last adminis-
tration, even the administration before
that, really don’t have the globe at the
forefront of solving these problems.
What they have been doing is just writ-
ing more and more regulations that
stop whatever we are doing, and they
don’t have any particular effect on the
global environment.

I am bringing this up for a reason. I
just brought this little pollution-by-
country chart, and this is the global
pollution for the whole world. We know
the United States is a pretty big part
of that. The EU is a big part of that.
India is big, and China is the biggest.
The rest of the world provides, prob-
ably, the largest. But what strikes me
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