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death of a person eligible for burial in a na-
tional cemetery by reason of paragraph (1), 
(2), (3), or (7) of section 2402(a) of title 38, 
United States Code, occurring before, on, or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TAKANO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude any extraneous material on H.R. 
4757, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge all of our 
colleagues to support H.R. 4757, as 
amended. This bill would expand two 
different honors for our Nation’s he-
roes, guaranteeing that their service 
would never be forgotten. 

First, the bill would expand eligi-
bility for a Presidential Memorial Cer-
tificate to members of the National 
Guard or Reserve. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dential Memorial Certificates are en-
graved certificates that are signed by 
the President and sent to a deceased 
servicemember’s family, honoring their 
loved one’s service and sacrifice to our 
country. My bill would ensure that all 
service is recognized and cherished be-
cause all servicemembers take the 
exact same oath to support and to de-
fend the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Second, H.R. 4757, as amended, would 
allow the VA to furnish a headstone, 
marker, or medallion signifying that 
the deceased was awarded the Medal of 
Honor. We all know that veterans who 
were awarded the Medal of Honor, the 
highest award for valor, deserve to 
have their service recognized both in 
life and after they pass. This bill would 
make it easier for visitors at any ceme-
tery to pay their respects to Medal of 
Honor recipients by allowing them to 
quickly identify our national heroes. 

Moreover, these headstones, markers, 
or medallions will also continue to in-
spire the next generation of Americans 
who will be serving our country. I hope 
that in 100, 200, or even 1,000 years from 
now future Americans will still take 
the time to find the graves of these in-
credibly brave men and women and 
give thanks that they are living in the 
greatest Nation in the history of this 
world. This legislation would help us 
fulfill our duty as a nation to encour-
age continued respect and admiration 
for those that have gone on before us. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
H.R. 4757, as amended. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise to offer my unqualified support 
for H.R. 4757, Chairman MILLER’s bill 
that updates current law to ensure our 
Nation’s heroes are accorded the rec-
ognition they deserve, particularly 
those afforded the Nation’s highest 
honor for valor, the Medal of Honor. 

First, H.R. 4757 directs the VA to pro-
vide, upon request, a distinctive head-
stone, marker, or medallion to Medal 
of Honor recipients who are buried in 
private cemeteries. This bill is nec-
essary because current law actually 
prohibits the Secretary from fur-
nishing these honors to recipients not 
buried in national cemeteries. 

Second, while the VA sends a Presi-
dential Memorial Certificate that ex-
presses the Nation’s recognition and 
gratitude of military service to family 
members of a deceased veteran, current 
law limits Presidential Memorial Cer-
tificates to the families of those who 
served in regular armed services or Na-
tional Guard and Reserve members who 
were called to Active Duty. H.R. 4757 
very rightly expands eligibility for a 
Presidential Memorial Certificate to 
members of the Reserve component of 
the Armed Forces and the Army Na-
tional Guard or the Air National Guard 
eligible for interment or inurnment in 
national cemeteries. 

Finally, current law only allows VA 
to pay for the cost of transporting the 
remains of a deceased veteran to the 
nearest open national cemetery. If it is 
the family’s choice instead to be buried 
in a State or tribal veteran’s cemetery, 
H.R. 4757 authorizes VA to pay the 
costs associated with transporting the 
remains of an eligible deceased veteran 
to that cemetery nearest to the de-
ceased veteran’s last residence. 

Mr. Speaker, honoring the memory of 
deceased veterans is our greatest re-
sponsibility at the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and I am pleased to sup-
port Chairman MILLER’s legislation 
which refines and improves on the 
ways we are doing that. I encourage 
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation and join me in passing 
H.R. 4757, as amended. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I, too, urge all my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 4757, as amended. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4757, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

PROTECTING VETERANS’ 
EDUCATIONAL CHOICE ACT OF 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 5047) to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs and the Sec-
retary of Labor to provide information 
to veterans and members of the Armed 
Forces about articulation agreements 
between institutions of higher learn-
ing, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5047 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Veterans’ Educational Choice Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON 
ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS BE-
TWEEN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
LEARNING. 

(a) INFORMATION.—Department of Veterans 
Affairs counselors who provide educational 
or vocational counseling services pursuant 
to section 3697A of title 38, United States 
Code, shall provide to any eligible individual 
who requests such counseling services infor-
mation about the articulation agreements of 
each institution of higher learning in which 
the veteran is interested. 

(b) CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY.—When 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs provides to 
a veteran a certification of eligibility for 
educational assistance provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, the Secretary 
shall also include detailed information on 
such educational assistance, including infor-
mation on requesting education counseling 
services and on articulation agreements. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘institution of higher learn-

ing’’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 3452(f) of title 38, United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘articulation agreement’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 486A 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (Public 
Law 89–329; 20 U.S.C. 1093a). 

(d) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—The 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall imple-
ment this section not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TAKANO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude any extraneous material and 
other items to H.R. 5047. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5047, the Pro-
tecting Veterans’ Educational Choice 
Act of 2016, would further protect stu-
dent veterans by requiring that, when 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
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provides educational counseling or a 
certificate of eligibility to veterans or 
servicemembers who are eligible for 
VA education benefits, the Department 
also provide information on articula-
tion agreements at institutions of 
higher learning. 

b 1645 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill has benefitted 
more than 1.5 million servicemembers, 
veterans, and their dependents since its 
inception in 2009. While many of these 
beneficiaries complete their entire pro-
gram of education at one school, we 
often see individuals who transfer to 
another school in the middle of their 
program due to a plethora of cir-
cumstances. If they do transfer 
schools, their previously earned credits 
can play a large role in determining 
the length of time it may take for stu-
dents to complete their program at the 
new school that they have chosen to go 
to, and in some cases not all earned 
credits will transfer. Often, the trans-
ferability of certain credits between 
different institutions of higher learn-
ing is not always on an individual’s 
radar when they apply for a certain 
school or a certain program, and a vet-
eran may or may not have understood 
how credits transfer when they first 
initiated their education career. 

H.R. 5047 would simply provide our 
student veterans with additional infor-
mation as they apply to and attend 
schools by requiring VA to provide in-
formation on articulation agreements 
at a particular school and that school’s 
agreements with another institution. 
Our veterans and their dependents de-
serve full transparency as they set out 
to use their hard-earned benefits. I 
thank my colleague, the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE) for in-
troducing this bipartisan legislation 
which has my complete support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5047, the Protecting Veterans’ Edu-
cational Choice Act of 2016. I thank the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. 
HICE) for introducing this commend-
able legislation. 

This bill would require the VA to in-
clude information about the edu-
cational services available to all vet-
erans seeking to use their Post-9/11 GI 
Bill benefits, and it would require VA 
counselors who provide educational or 
vocational counseling to inform the 
veterans about the articulation agree-
ments that exist between schools that 
govern the transfer of credits. Articu-
lation agreements refer to formal 
agreements between two or more insti-
tutions of higher learning, docu-
menting the credit transfer policies for 
a specific academic program. 

Student veterans have an important 
decision to make when they choose a 
college or university to attend with 
their Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. It is es-
sential that they understand at the 

outset whether they could transfer 
their credits to another college or uni-
versity down the line. 

We have seen too many examples of 
student veterans depleting their lim-
ited GI Bill benefits to attend for-profit 
colleges, only to find out later that 
their opportunities to transfer to 
schools without losing time, money, 
and credit hours are severely limited. 

Ensuring that student veterans know 
in advance whether a school will give 
them credit for completed courses if 
they choose to transfer will help vet-
erans avoid choosing schools where 
their credits will not transfer, thus 
saving them both time and their hard- 
earned Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. 

I thank Representative HICE for in-
troducing this important piece of legis-
lation, which I am proud to cosponsor 
and support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from the 10th District of Georgia (Mr. 
JODY B. HICE), the sponsor of this par-
ticular piece of legislation, the gen-
tleman from the great community of 
Monroe. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, obviously I rise in strong sup-
port of this bill, H.R. 5047, the Pro-
tecting Veterans’ Educational Choice 
Act of 2016. 

Let me just extend a very sincere and 
heartfelt thank you to Chairman MIL-
LER and Ranking Member TAKANO— 
who, by the way, is an original cospon-
sor of this bill—for their support of 
this bill and overall wide support for 
this bill. I appreciate the comments 
that both of my colleagues have made 
pertaining to this bill. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill, I believe with-
out question, is the most generous edu-
cational benefit that our Nation has 
ever passed. As has already been men-
tioned, over a million student veterans 
have benefited tremendously from that 
particular piece of legislation. Some of 
the benefits include help to cover cost 
of tuition, books, supplies, even hous-
ing. Yet, in spite of all this, we still 
find that many of our veterans find 
themselves still having to take out stu-
dent loans. Part of the reason for that 
is, as has been discussed by my col-
leagues, many of these veterans, as 
they are going to various schools some-
where in the midst of the process, dis-
cover that the credits that they have 
received from this school won’t trans-
fer over here; and somewhere in the 
middle of that timeframe, much of 
their GI Bill has already been spent, 
and so they find themselves in an ex-
tremely difficult and awkward posi-
tion. 

I won’t reiterate the details of this 
bill because it has already been done, 
but the basics of this addresses that 
problem, Mr. Speaker. It does not have 
anything to say regarding what school 
a veteran chooses. They are free to go 
to whatever school they want to, but 
what this bill says is up front they 

need to be aware of whether or not 
their credits will transfer to another 
school. They don’t need to find that 
out on the back end. They need to be 
fully informed on the front end as they 
are making these career and edu-
cational choices. 

I think it is a shame for many of our 
veterans to feel that they have misused 
their GI benefits because they weren’t 
informed enough from the beginning of 
this process. It is incumbent upon Con-
gress, I believe, to ensure that our vet-
erans have as much information as 
they need at the front end of their edu-
cational choices that will best benefit 
them and their families. 

Again, I strongly thank the chairman 
and the ranking member for their sup-
port. I believe this bill is going to go a 
long way in addressing this problem. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
5047. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I strong-
ly support this legislation. I have no 
other speakers. I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 5047. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I, too, would encourage all Members to 
support H.R. 5047. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 5047. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

WORKING TO INTEGRATE NET-
WORKS GUARANTEEING MEMBER 
ACCESS NOW ACT 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 5166) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide certain 
employees of Members of Congress and 
certain employees of State or local 
governmental agencies with access to 
case-tracking information of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5166 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Working to 
Integrate Networks Guaranteeing Member 
Access Now Act’’ or the ‘‘WINGMAN Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROVISION OF ACCESS TO CASE-TRACK-

ING INFORMATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 59 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
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