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person, ancient Jewish and Protestant
and Catholic texts that we could have
used as well to read from. I just want
to thank each Member here, and I am
glad that we have had 75 years of cele-
brating this wonderful event. It has
been a great part of our national herit-
age.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—————
MAKE IT IN AMERICA

SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 6, 2015, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker,
thank you for the opportunity here to
discuss something that we have talked
about now for almost 7 years. It is
called infrastructure. It is called Make
It In America. It is all about American
bridges falling down.

This is the bridge in Washington
State as one approaches the British Co-
lumbia boundary, Interstate b5, the
interstate that runs from the Canadian
border to the Mexican border. And on
this particular day, you couldn’t get
there because the bridge collapsed. Not
unusual. All across America, there are
tens of thousands of bridges that are in
a state of imminent collapse, down-
right dangerous. But, hey, we don’t
have any other way to get across the
river, so take your chances. After all,
it is American infrastructure.

There was a lot of discussion in the
last presidential campaign about infra-
structure, a lot of hooting and shout-
ing, and maybe in the months ahead
some progress. Last year this Congress,
together with the Senate and with
President Obama’s signature, passed a
5-year surface transportation bill.
Good. Very good. However, there’s not
even enough money in it to maintain
our bridges so that they don’t fall
down. So we need to get on with re-
building America.

I could probably quote the words of
the President-elect or the Democratic
nominee who didn’t successfully win
that election, but they would all come
down to the same thing: we need to
build our infrastructure. And indeed we
do. In doing so, we are going to put
people to work, lots of people to work
if we do it right.

Here is how you multiply the effect
of infrastructure construction on the
employment. There is no doubt, for
every dollar we spend on infrastruc-
ture, we will grow the economy by a
little more than $2, and we will put
several tens of thousands of people to
work if we spend a billion dollars or
more. We know those statistics; they
are out there, and they are true. But if
you really, really want to grow this
economy, and you want to bring manu-
facturing back to the United States,
then you ought to pay attention to
what we have been working on here for
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the last 7 years, and this is what we
call the Make It In America agenda.

Yes, that infrastructure is essential.
But what if your tax dollars were spent
on jobs in the United States, on Amer-
ican-made steel, American-made con-
crete, American-made rebars, struc-
tural elements of all kinds? What if
your tax dollars were actually spent
here in America rather than in that
very sad, sad situation in California, in
my California?

Oh, yes, let me put this up. This is an
embarrassment. Oh, not this one. That
one. You see, that is the San Francisco
Bay bridge. It was completed about 4
years ago, 3 years ago now, and the
original cost was somewhere around $1
billion or so. It actually turned out to
be some $6 billion or more. But the
thing that really, really was embar-
rassing is that the steel in that bridge
was not American steel. It was Chinese
steel. The toll dollars of those who
cross this bridge for the next 50 years
wind up in China, not in the United
States, not in American steel mills,
not in the pockets of American work-
ers who are working those mills, and
not in the pockets of the welders who
put together the steel structures but,
rather, in China’s pocket.

Terrible embarrassment. Why did it
happen? Well, they thought it would be
about 10 percent cheaper. It didn’t hap-
pen. It turned out that it was much,
much more expensive. Why? Because
the steel was of less quality, the welds
weren’t good, and the inspectors were
Chinese and overlooked some of the
problems.

Let me give you another example
here. This is really embarrassing. For
my California colleagues, please for-
give me, but these are facts; and for all
of us, pay attention. What happens
when you build into a project, a buy
America provision? What happens is
American jobs and things are done well
and things are done on time. The New
York Tappan Zee bridge made with
United States-produced steel, about a
$3.9 billion total cost, and 7,728 direct
American jobs as a result of that steel
being American steel. On time, on
budget, and made in America.

So here is the deal, folks. If, Mr.
President-elect, you want an infra-
structure program, if you want to
bring manufacturing back to America,
then you better pay attention to this,
which is Make It In America. Use our
tax dollars, your tax dollars, the Amer-
ican tax dollars on American-made
goods and services, not on something
from some other place. This doesn’t
violate trade agreements; and if it
does, those trade agreements ought to
be changed. This is about rebuilding
the American manufacturing sector.

Let me give you another example.
Yes, one of my favorites. Another ex-
ample, beyond the bridge, the Tappan
Zee bridge, which is a very good exam-
ple, and a very bad example, the Bay
bridge, San Francisco Oakland Bay
bridge. For those of you who don’t
know what a locomotive looks like,
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that is an Amtrak locomotive, 100 per-
cent made in America. But America
doesn’t build locomotives anymore.
Well, that used to be true. Maybe a
decade ago we didn’t build locomotives.
However, in the wisdom of this Con-
gress and President Obama and the
Senate, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act passed, otherwise
known as the stimulus bill.

In the stimulus bill, there was writ-
ten a few tens of billions of dollars to
build locomotives—let me put it this
way, to buy locomotives for the Am-
trak system. This one is an electric lo-
comotive for the Northeast corridor
here on the East Coast. Somebody
somewhere in that piece of legisla-
tion—maybe it was a Democrat, maybe
it was a Republican, maybe it was a
staffer, an independent, I don’t know,
but somebody wrote into that provi-
sion for the purchase of Amtrak loco-
motives, about 70 of them, actually a
little more than 70 of them, that they
must be not 10 percent American made,
not 20, not 30, not 90, but 100 percent
American made so that every single
thing on that locomotive had to be
American made.

Well, the great manufacturers in the
United States—General Electric and
General Motors—and some foreign
manufacturers looked at that and said:
100 percent American made? It doesn’t
work. They don’t build locomotives in
the United States anymore. How could
you build 100 percent American made?

Well, this little German company
called Siemens, one of the biggest in-
dustrial companies in the entire world,
said: How many billions involved here?
Lots of zeros, lots of billions. Seventy
locomotives, 100 percent American
made. We are a German company, 100
percent. How many billions was that? I
will tell you what. We will do it. And
Siemens did it.
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In the United States, they built that
locomotive and about 60 some others in
Sacramento, California, where there
was no locomotive manufacturing
plant until the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act became law and bil-
lions of dollars became available. That
German company went to Sacramento,
California, just outside my district
where I spent more than 40 years rep-
resenting the area, and said: We can do
it. And they did it. And now they have
contracts across this Nation to build in
America not just locomotives like this
but also railcars, light railcars, transit
systems, and the like.

We can make it in America, and your
tax dollars can actually be used to em-
ploy people in America and to build
manufacturing systems in the United
States if—and here is the key—in the
months ahead, this Congress, working
with the next President, actually de-
cides that they are going to put into
public policy that your tax dollars are
going to be spent on American-made
equipment.

Now, in that bill I talked about a lit-
tle while ago, the FAST Act, which is
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a b-year transportation bill, I and a few
of my colleagues were successful in in-
creasing by a little, teeny, tiny bit the
American content on buses and light
rail systems—not to 100 percent which
is what I wanted, but from 60 to 70 per-
cent. And that will be several thousand
jobs over time across the United
States. But we should be bold.

If, as the President-elect says, he
wants to rebuild American manufac-
turing, make America great again—
which of us doesn’t want that to hap-
pen—we all do—then I would suggest,
Mr. President-elect and my Republican
colleagues and my Democratic col-
leagues, that we build into any infra-
structure bill two very, very important
things. The first is that American tax-
payer dollars will be 100 percent spent
on American-made equipment, whether
that is the steel for the wheels of the
Amtrak trains, the structures for the
bridges, or the concrete, whatever.
American-made. Your tax dollars spent
on America.

So what are we going to do here? The
second thing. I shouldn’t forget this.
There are those that would use this in-
frastructure legislation to further di-
minish the power of the American
worker to stand together united and
participate in achieving a fair wage.

We must not allow this effort to re-
build the American infrastructure to
be an excuse for eliminating the unions
in the United States. We have seen
enough of that. We have seen the effect
of that. The diminution of the wages
for the working men and women is di-
rectly parallel to the diminution of the
labor movement in California and the
United States.

So, let’s pay attention here. Men and
women joining together, arguing and
debating and standing for their rights
and their wages and their working con-
ditions is a time-honored and essential
condition of the United States middle
class and the working men and women,
wherever they happen to be across this
Nation.

As we go about this process of build-
ing America, of reinvigorating the
manufacturing sector of the TUnited
States and making it in America once
again, let us remember that there are
key points that must be paid attention
to.

There is a term that was used in the
California fields by our friends from
Mexico, and the term was, Si se puede;
or, Yes, we can. We can make it in
America. We can rebuild the American
manufacturing sector. We can
strengthen American families finan-
cially and otherwise by doing these
things, but only if we use your tax-
payer dollars here in America and
strengthen the buy-America provisions
and no further diminution in the Amer-
ican labor movement. Yes, we can.

Now, let’s keep this in mind. It ought
to be our motto. It ought to be the
words by which we set our compass: to
make it in America, use your tax dol-
lars, buy American products, and
strengthen the American family.
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Mr. Speaker, I have talked about this
issue for the last 7 years, and I have
talked about this issue for about the
last 17 minutes. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
an incredible spokesperson for what is
right in America and what is wrong.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank my good
friend from California, and I want to
offer a consistent appreciation for an
effective articulate presentation on a
message that not only the American
people are eager to hear, but I would
imagine as we have the waning hours—
I don’t like to call anything lame
duck—that we can rush to craft the
kind of fair and just response, overdue
response to the infrastructure rebuild
that takes into consideration Amer-
ican-made products, takes into consid-
eration and includes no diminishing of
hourly wages for our hardworking
union members, and, of course, begins
to move across America and fix the ail-
ing bridges, dams, highway, freeways,
bridges, tunnels, and airports.

Being on the Homeland Security
Committee, I definitely want to in-
clude that, particularly as 1 travel
around the Nation and I see the hard-
working people at airports, but also
the infrastructure challenges.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

——

EVENTS OF LAST WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the Minority Leader.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, my
words still count for the presentation
that the gentleman from California
made, and count me as one of those
that will continue to join him in that.

Mr. Speaker, might I take a moment
to do a number of things as I engage in
a conversation on the floor with my
colleagues and acknowledge the impor-
tance of the work of this body. And
also, I want to speak to the last week’s
occurrences.

We, as Members of Congress, may
have disagreements on the actions of
last week, one of the most important
acts that the American people engage
in, so I certainly want to applaud the
American people for the peaceful trans-
fer of power. That power is not com-
pletely transferred. Everyone Kknows
that it is the inauguration on January
20, 2017, in which we will have the op-
portunity to, in actuality, transfer
power from President Obama to the
next President of the United States
that has been voted on by the people of
this country.

In the course of my discussion, I will
raise a number of concerns that I think
are important for us to listen to.
Again, these may be issues that draw a
little bit of provocativeness, if you
will, but I hope to be thoughtful in my
words.

I do want to acknowledge the works
or the words of my colleagues pre-
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viously honoring the recognition of the
Bible and say that so many of us not
only find comfort in that wonderful
book but we also use it for counsel.

As I begin, I hope that those who
may be listening will, in fact, see in my
words the kind of temperament and
tone that, as I said, even if we have dis-
agreement, we will certainly not be
disagreeable. And I cite for my friends
and for this body Psalm 16:7-11, but I
only read chapter 16 and verse 7 at this
point.

‘I bless the Lord who gives me coun-
sel; in the night also my heart in-
structs me.”

Verse 8:

“I have set the Lord always before
me; because he is at my right hand, I
shall not be shaken.”

That is, I think, a wonderful testi-
mony for this Nation. It is a testimony
for the structure of government. It is a
testimony for this Congress as we pro-
ceed. It is a testimony for the men and
women who are in faraway places who
are wearing the uniform. It certainly is
a testimony, I believe, for many who
find themselves suffering at this mo-
ment in a variety of ways.

I do want to acknowledge and offer
my deepest sympathy to the family of
Gwen Ifill, someone who I have come to
know over the years as one of Amer-
ica’s award-winning journalists.

Gwen Ifill was, in fact, a journalist
that perceived her work as a profes-
sion, as a calling, and I am so sad to
hear of her untimely death. She had a
storied career, including being the first
African American female to moderate
a Vice Presidential debate in 2004, and
handling it some 4 years later. She
brilliantly moderated the 2008 Vice
Presidential debate between Vice
President JOE BIDEN and Alaska Gov-
ernor Sarah Palin, her steadiness as a
host on the PBS NewsHour, and the
wonderful family from which she has
come.

I want to acknowledge her wonderful
sister, who heads the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund, and all of her family mem-
bers to say that we celebrate her life,
but we also mourn her passing.

I wanted this evening to manage to
combine the things that we need to get
done—as I said, the actions of last
week—and I want to combine it with
the First Amendment and the Bill of
Rights that we all have.

I want to make it very clear that the
First Amendment gives us the freedom
of speech or of the press or the right
for the people peaceably to assemble.
So I take issue with statements that
have been made by the recent elected
person who sought the Presidency from
New York who indicated in some early
comments that he viewed the pro-
testers as being paid and, I guess, in-
cited by the media or caused to be pro-
testing by the media. I take as a very
sacred document that we are blessed to
have as the Constitution.

I watched as throngs of young people
walked past the United States Capitol
just a few hours ago. I think it is im-
portant for the American people and
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