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NOT VOTING—7
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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Mr. GOHMERT changed his vote
from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————
EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF DAVID

SNEDDON, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence be discharged from further con-
sideration of House Resolution 891, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YouNG of Iowa). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Utah?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 891

Whereas David Louis Sneddon is a United
States citizen who disappeared while touring
the Yunnan Province in the People’s Repub-
lic of China as a university student on Au-
gust 14, 2004, at the age of 24;

Whereas David had last reported to family
members prior to his disappearance that he
intended to hike the Tiger Leaping Gorge in
the Yunnan Province before returning to the
United States and had placed a downpay-
ment on student housing for the upcoming
academic year, planned business meetings,
and scheduled law school entrance examina-
tions in the United States for the fall;

Whereas People’s Republic of China offi-
cials have reported to the Department of
State and the family of David that he most
likely died by falling into the Jinsha River
while hiking the Tiger Leaping Gorge, al-
though no physical evidence or eyewitness
testimony exists to support this conclusion;

Whereas there is evidence indicating that
David did not fall into the river when he
traveled through the gorge, including eye-
witness testimonies from people who saw
David alive and spoke to him in person after
his hike, as recorded by members of David’s
family and by embassy officials from the De-
partment of State in the months after his
disappearance;

Whereas family members searching for
David shortly after he went missing obtained
eyewitness accounts that David stayed over-
night in several guesthouses during and after
his safe hike through the gorge, and these
guesthouse locations suggest that David dis-
appeared after passing through the gorge,
but the guest registers recording the names
and passport numbers of foreign overnight
guests could not be accessed;

Whereas Chinese officials have reported
that evidence does not exist that David was
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a victim of violent crime, or a resident in a
local hospital, prison, or mental institution
at the time of his disappearance, and no at-
tempt has been made to use David’s passport
since the time of his disappearance, nor has
any money been withdrawn from his bank
account since that time;

Whereas David Sneddon is the only United
States citizen to disappear without expla-
nation in the People’s Republic of China
since the normalization of relations between
the United States and China during the ad-
ministration of President Richard Nixon;

Whereas investigative reporters and non-
governmental organizations with expertise
in the Asia-Pacific region, and in some cases
particular expertise in the Asian Under-
ground Railroad and North Korea’s program,
documented historically, to kidnap citizens
of foreign nations for espionage purposes,
have repeatedly raised the possibility that
the Government of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) was involved in
David’s disappearance; and

Whereas investigative reporters and non-
governmental organizations who have re-
viewed David’s case believe it is possible
that the Government of North Korea was in-
volved in David’s disappearance because—

(1) the Yunnan Province is regarded by re-
gional experts as an area frequently traf-
ficked by North Korean refugees and their
support networks, and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China allows North
Korean agents to operate throughout the re-
gion to repatriate refugees, such as promi-
nent North Korean defector Kang Byong-sop
and members of his family who were cap-
tured near the China-Laos border just weeks
prior to David’s disappearance;

(2) in 2002, North Korean officials acknowl-
edged that the Government of North Korea
has carried out a policy since the 1970s of ab-
ducting foreign citizens and holding them
captive in North Korea for the purpose of
training its intelligence and military per-
sonnel in critical language and culture skills
to infiltrate foreign nations;

(3) Charles Robert Jenkins, a United States
soldier who deserted his unit in South Korea
in 1965 and was held captive in North Korea
for nearly 40 years, left North Korea in July
2004 (one month before David disappeared in
China) and Jenkins reported that he was
forced to teach English to North Korean in-
telligence and military personnel while in
captivity;

(4) David Sneddon is fluent in the Korean
language and was learning Mandarin, skills
that could have been appealing to the Gov-
ernment of North Korea;

(5) tensions between the United States and
North Korea were heightened during the
summer of 2004 due to recent approval of the
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004
(Public Law 108-333) that increased United
States aid to refugees fleeing North Korea,
prompting the Government of North Korea
to issue a press release warning the United
States to ‘“drop its hostile policy’’;

(6) David Sneddon’s disappearance fits a
known historical pattern often seen in the
abduction of foreigners by the Government
of North Korea;

(7) a well-reputed Japanese nonprofit spe-
cializing in North Korean abductions shared
with the United States its expert analysis in
2012 about information it stated was received
“from a reliable source’” that a TUnited
States university student largely matching
David Sneddon’s description was taken from
China by North Korean agents in August
2004; and

(8) commentary published in the Wall
Street Journal in 2013 cited experts looking
at the Sneddon case who concluded that ‘it
is most probable that a U.S. national has
been abducted to North Korea,”” and ‘‘there
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is a strong possibility that North Korea kid-
napped the American’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its ongoing concern about the
disappearance of David Louis Sneddon in
Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of
China, in August, 2004;

(2) encourages the Department of State
and the intelligence community to jointly
continue investigations and to consider all
plausible explanations for David’s disappear-
ance, including the possibility of abduction
by the Government of the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea;

(3) urges the Department of State and the
intelligence community to coordinate inves-
tigations with the Governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Japan, and South
Korea and solicit information from appro-
priate regional affairs and law enforcement
experts on plausible explanations for David’s
disappearance;

(4) encourages the Department of State to
work with foreign governments known to
have diplomatic influence with the Govern-
ment of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

(5) encourages the intelligence community
to assess the possibility of the involvement
of the Government of the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea in David Sneddon’s
disappearance and to possibly seek his recov-
ery; and

(6) requests that the Department of State
and the intelligence community continue to
work with and inform Congress and the fam-
ily of David Sneddon on efforts to possibly
recover David and to resolve his disappear-
ance.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD the attached letters between myself
and the Chairman of the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence regarding
House Concurrent Resolution 891, expressing
concern over the disappearance of David
Sneddon, and for other purposes.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, September 27, 2016.
Hon. ED ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: On September 26,
2016, H. Res. 891, ‘“‘Expressing concern over
the disappearance of David Sneddon, and for
other purposes,” was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition,
to the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence.

In order to expedite the House’s consider-
ation of the resolution, the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence will forego
consideration of the measure. This courtesy
is, however, conditioned on our mutual un-
derstanding and agreement that it will in no
way diminish or alter the jurisdiction of the
Permanent Select Committee with respect
to any future jurisdictional claim over the
subject matter contained in the resolution or
any similar measure.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter in any committee report for the reso-
lution and in the Congressional Record dur-
ing its floor consideration. Thank you in ad-
vance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2016.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H. Res. 891, a resolution expressing
concern over the disappearance of David
Sneddon, and for other purposes, and for
agreeing to be discharged from further con-
sideration of that resolution.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future.

I will seek to place our letters on H. Res.
891 into the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to submit
statements or extraneous materials for
the RECORD on House Resolution 891.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

———

REGULATORY RELIEF FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES, SCHOOLS, AND
NONPROFITS ACT

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 897, I call up
the bill (H.R. 6094) to provide for a 6-
month delay in the effective date of a
rule of the Department of Labor relat-
ing to income thresholds for deter-
mining overtime pay for executive, ad-
ministrative, professional, outside
sales, and computer employees, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 897, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6094

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Regulatory
Relief for Small Businesses, Schools, and
Nonprofits Act”’.

SEC. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE OF RULE.

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Notwithstanding the
effective date set forth in the rule submitted
by the Department of Labor relating to ex-
emptions regarding the rates of pay for exec-
utive, administrative, professional, outside
sales, and computer employees (81 Fed. Reg.
325652 (May 23, 2016)), such rule shall not take
effect until June 1, 2017.
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(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to provide au-
thority for the rule described in subsection
(a), nor any part thereof, that is not other-
wise provided by law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Hducation and the Work-
force.

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
WALBERG) and the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6094.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 6094, the Regulatory
Relief for Small Businesses, Schools,
and Nonprofits Act. I am proud to in-
troduce this legislation to provide
small businesses, colleges, universities,
and nonprofit organizations much
needed relief from a fundamentally
flawed rule that will do more harm
than good. It is unfortunate this legis-
lation is necessary in the first place.

For over 2 years, Republicans have
urged the Department to update our
Nation’s overtime rules responsibly.
These rules serve as important protec-
tions for American workers, but the ex-
isting regulatory structure is ex-
tremely outdated and complex. The De-
partment should have used this oppor-
tunity to modernize overtime rules for
the 21st century workforce.

They should have listened to the
countless small-business owners, heads
of nonprofit organizations, State and
local leaders, and college and univer-
sity administrators who warned that
an extreme and partisan rule would
lead to harmful consequences. But the
Department failed to take a balanced
approach and refused to listen. Instead,
they stuck by a Washington-knows-
best mentality and finalized a rule that
was exactly what so many hardworking
men and women had feared.

The rule doubles the salary threshold
for overtime eligibility and requires
further automatic increases every 3
years. And then, to make matters
worse, the Department even Kkept in
place the same old regulatory maze
that has existed for decades.

As the administration pats itself on
the back and rushes to implement a
rule in just a few short months, those
who will face the real world con-
sequences are scrambling to meet the
unrealistic December 1 deadline.

Ernie Macewen, a South Rockwood
small-business owner in my district,
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