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I introduced the Securing our Agri-
culture and Food Act, H.R. 5346, in
order to address this issue by securing
our Nation’s agriculture industry, food
supply, and ultimately protecting our
consumers, our families, across the Na-
tion.

This agroterrorism preparedness leg-
islation requires the Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security to
elevate preparedness of our Nation’s
food, agriculture, and veterinary sys-
tems against terrorism and high-risk
events. It also authorizes the Sec-
retary, acting through the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs,
to collaborate with other Federal agen-
cies to ensure food, agriculture, and
animal and human health sectors re-
ceive much-needed attention, and are
integrated into the Department’s do-
mestic preparedness policy initiatives.

Whether we are preparing for future
avian influenza outbreaks, animal dis-
ease outbreaks, or unforeseen emer-
gencies or attacks, our Federal Govern-
ment must have the tools and re-
sources to act quickly and keep stake-
holders informed. Parents should not
have to worry about the safety of the
food that they serve their children. We
must ensure a safe and abundant food
supply for our families; and my bill,
this bipartisan bill, enables us to do
just that.

I want to thank all Members—Home-
land Security Chairman MCCAUL,
Ranking Member THOMPSON, Sub-
committee Chairman DONOVAN, Rank-
ing Member PAYNE for helping and
making this a better bill, and Chair-
man CONAWAY of the Committee on Ag-
riculture and Chairman UPTON of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce—
who worked closely with me to bring
this important bill to the floor. This
was truly a collaborative effort and
proves that we can do things in a bipar-
tisan manner and together for the good
of the country.

I want to thank staff as well, espe-
cially those on the Subcommittee on
Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications of the Committee
on Homeland Security who worked so
hard on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
this bill.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5346 was unani-
mously approved by the Committee on
Homeland Security on September 13. It
recognizes the importance of securing
our food and agriculture sector.

Once again, I would like to reiterate
that the proper agriculture specialist
staffing at our ports helps to keep the
diseases that are likely to jeopardize
the agriculture industry and food sup-
ply out of this country. I hope that
H.R. 5346 will help improve our ability
to protect the agriculture industry
from biothreats.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 5346.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I, once again, urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 5346.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
DONOVAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5346, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY FRAUD
PREVENTION ACT OF 2016

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3779) to restrict the inclusion of
Social Security account numbers on
documents sent by mail by the Federal
Government, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3779

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Social Secu-
rity Fraud Prevention Act of 2016°.

SEC. 2. RESTRICTION OF SSNS ON DOCUMENTS
SENT BY MAIL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No department or agency
of the Federal Government may include the
social security account number of any indi-
vidual on any document sent by mail unless
the head of such department or agency deter-
mines that the inclusion of such social secu-
rity number on such document is necessary.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the head of each department and agency of
the Federal Government shall issue regula-
tions specifying the circumstances under
which inclusion of a social security account
number on a document sent by mail is nec-
essary. Such regulations shall include—

(1) instructions for the partial redaction of
social security account numbers whenever
feasible; and

(2) a requirement that social security ac-
count numbers not be visible on the outside
of any package sent by mail.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall apply
with respect to documents sent by mail on or
after the date that is 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
LYNCH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

H5883

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3779, Social Security Fraud Pre-
vention Act of 2016. This was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. VALADAO).

Social Security numbers were first
created for the sole purpose of allowing
the Federal Government to track the
earnings history of individuals to de-
termine Social Security benefits. How-
ever, over the course of time, both the
Federal Government and the private
sector found these numbers to be valu-
able tools to keep track of individuals
for a wide variety of reasons, including
tax reporting and credit history. You
can name how many different things
where they require your Social Secu-
rity number in order to figure out and
identify who you are.
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Because of these changes, Social Se-
curity numbers have become incredibly
important in today’s high-tech society.
In fact, they can be used for a good
deal of purposes in a positive way, but
they can also be used in a nefarious
way to try to create a fictitious identi-
fication for somebody.

They are necessary for applying to
college, getting a credit card, or open-
ing a bank account. However, in the
hands of the wrong people, Social Secu-
rity numbers can lead to identity theft,
something that is very destructive to
those affected.

Troublingly, the sponsor of this bill,
Mr. VALADAO, reported an interaction
with one of his constituents who re-
ceived a government document with a
Social Security number printed on the
outside of the envelope. It was on the
outside of the envelope.

Mr. Speaker, this is totally and com-
pletely unacceptable. Given the dan-
gers associated with identity theft, the
Federal Government must do more to
safeguard Social Security numbers.

Indeed, 2 weeks ago, my committee
released a 231-page report detailing the
majority staff’s investigative findings
concerning a data breach of personally
identifiable information by the United
States Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, this information in-
cluded the Social Security numbers of
more than 20 million Americans. As a
result, an Oversight and Government
Reform Committee report rec-
ommended Federal agencies reduce the
use of Social Security numbers in order
to mitigate the risk of identity theft.

What the bill does that Mr. VALADAO
has introduced, H.R. 3779, is bring us
closer to this goal by requiring Federal
agencies to limit the sending of Social
Security numbers via mail and to com-
pletely ban sending Social Security
numbers in a way in which they can be
seen on the outside of any package.

Ultimately, this bill will protect
Americans from having their Social
Security numbers needlessly revealed
by the Federal Government.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3779, the Social Security Fraud
Prevention Act of 2016, as amended.

As my colleague, the gentleman from
Utah, has noted, this bipartisan legis-
lation has been introduced by Rep-
resentative DAVID VALADAO and co-
sponsored by Mr. SWALWELL, both from
California.

This bill would strengthen efforts to
prevent identity theft. In particular, it
would prohibit Federal agencies from
including the Social Security number
of any individual on documents sent in
the U.S. mail, unless an agency head
determines that it is absolutely nec-
essary to do so.

Also, through regulations, agencies
would, in the future, specify the precise
circumstances under which they would
need to include Social Security num-
bers in printed and mailed documents
inside the envelope.

This bill would also require agencies
to partially redact Social Security
numbers, where feasible, and restrict
the visibility of Social Security num-
bers on the outside of any package sent
by mail.

As reported by the Department of
Justice, nearly 18 million Americans
are victims of identity theft per year.
According to the 2016 Identity Fraud
Study conducted by the Javelin Strat-
egy & Research firm, identity theft has
resulted in losses exceeding $112 billion
over the last 6 years alone. That
amounts to $35,600 stolen per minute
over the last 6 years.

The Javelin study also indicates
that, as the U.S. continues to convert
to chip-enabled credit card technology,
identity thieves have become increas-
ingly reliant on the creation of fraudu-
lent customer accounts. This illicit
practice is greatly enabled by the ac-
cessibility and exposure of Social Secu-
rity numbers.

Moreover, the announcement last
week by Yahoo that the account infor-
mation of at least 500 million users had
been stolen by hackers back in 2014 is
the latest example of the massive data
breaches that we are continuing to ex-
perience in both the private and public
sectors.

In light of the complexity and fre-
quency of these cyber attacks, it is im-
perative that we take commonsense
steps at the Federal level to protect
personally identifiable information, in-
cluding Social Security numbers,
against misuse.

During our committee’s investiga-
tion, as the chairman of the Oversight
and Government Reform Committee,
the gentleman from Utah, has noted, of
the critical breaches of information
technology systems at the Office of
Personnel Management in 2015, we dis-
covered that the agency had not
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encrypted the Social Security numbers
of over 20 million employees. We are
similarly behind the curve when it
comes to safeguarding Social Security
information sent by Federal agencies
in the mail.

Mr. Speaker, the Social Security
Fraud Prevention Act is a practical
piece of legislation that enjoys support
on both sides of the aisle. It has also
received strong endorsements from or-
ganizations such as the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons, or AARP,
and the National Retiree Legislative
Network.

Publicly, I want to thank Mr.
VALADAO and Mr. SWALWELL for their
leadership in this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. RODNEY
DAvVIS), of the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I, too, would like to agree
with my colleagues and recognize our
colleague from California (Mr.
VALADAO), for being the sponsor of this
piece of legislation, which obviously
enjoys bipartisan support. I am a co-
sponsor of this bill.

According to the Justice Depart-
ment, identity theft affects nearly 18
million people, costing more than $15
billion in 2014 alone. This represents
roughly 7 percent of all Americans age
16 or older. In Illinois alone, in 2014, it
has been recognized that the FTC saw
a 65 percent increase in identity theft.

Data from the Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics also shows us that women are
more likely to be victims of identity
theft than men. In addition, more than
14 percent of the victims are elderly.

We all know that Social Security
numbers are the link to a key piece of
information that criminals use to steal
people’s identities. So this legislation
takes an important step to ensure that
our Federal agencies, our government,
funded by the hardworking taxpayers
of this country, are not making this
problem even worse.

This is a commonsense step. This is a
commonsense piece of legislation that
many out there watching may look to
us and say: Do you mean this isn’t al-
ready the law? Do you mean we are
still allowing agencies to send Social
Security numbers?

We should have known this long ago.
We should have stopped this long ago.
But it is commonsense colleagues like
Congressman VALADAO and Congress-
man SWALWELL, those fellow cospon-
sors, in a bipartisan way, Republicans
and Democrats, who said: You know
what? Let’s solve this problem that
should have been solved long ago. But
now, we are going to get to it because
of the leadership from Congressman
VALADAO.

I am proud to cosponsor this legisla-
tion, which will have a real impact on
reducing identity theft in this country.
I want to commend each and every one
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of our colleagues who are supporting
this measure.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I know that the gen-
tleman from California, the lead spon-
sor of this bill, has just arrived, and I
want to publicly thank him, as well as
the gentleman from Illinois who just
spoke. I appreciate his leadership. He
joined with Mr. SWALWELL on our side
of the aisle. And I agree, this is a long
time coming. It should have been done
years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
VALADAO), the prime sponsor of this
bill.

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 3779,
the Social Security Fraud Prevention
Act.

This commonsense piece of legisla-
tion will help mitigate rising instances
of identity theft, which have become a
significant problem across our country.
What is worse, these crimes tend to af-
fect the populations that need protec-
tion the most, including the elderly,
children, and veterans.

Recovering from having your iden-
tity being stolen is a burdensome and
expensive process. One way to reduce
occurrences of this crime is to prevent
the Federal Government from mailing
documents that contain the full Social
Security number of an American cit-
izen, unless it is absolutely necessary.

I realized the need for this legislation
after I was approached by a constituent
in my district who showed me a letter
she received from the Social Security
Administration that had her full Social
Security number printed on it, as well
as her full name and address.

Upon further investigation, we found
that the Social Security Administra-
tion was also printing full Social Secu-
rity numbers visible on the outside of
postcards. This is simply unacceptable.

Social Security was established to
provide older Americans financial secu-
rity during their retirement years, not
jeopardize their security by handling
someone’s personal information poorly.
Even more concerning is that the prob-
lem is not exclusive to the Social Secu-
rity Administration but has become a
government-wide problem.

My bill, H.R. 3779, would prevent the
Federal Government from mailing doc-
uments that contain full Social Secu-
rity numbers, unless absolutely nec-
essary, and require the Federal agen-
cies to partially redact Social Security
numbers on documents, whenever pos-
sible. Additionally, the bill prevents
Social Security numbers from ever
being visible on the outside of a piece
of mail.

Please join me in supporting this
commonsense piece of legislation that
will help Americans avoid falling vic-
tim to one of the fastest growing
crimes in the United States.
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Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

I want to thank and congratulate Mr.
VALADAO and others who have worked
on this bill. It is a commonsense piece
of legislation. I urge its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| was privileged to introduce H.R. 3779, the
Social Security Fraud Prevention Act, with my
friend from California, Congressman VALADAO.

Identity theft is a major and growing prob-
lem in our nation. Almost 18 million Americans
were victims of this crime in 2014, according
to the Bureau of Justice Statistics. Of those
who lost money as a result of their victimiza-
tion, the average loss was over $1,300.

This is a serious, complicated problem from
which no one is immune. As in most complex
issues, there is not just one solution. We must
attack it from a variety of angles.

For example, the government certainly
shouldn't be making identity theft more likely
by making it easier for criminals to get peo-
ple’s Social Security Numbers. Puffing aside
the merits, the reality is that Social Security
Numbers right now are used in many ways to
identify people and secure accounts. Having
someone’s Social Security Number thus can
be very helpful in stealing someone’s identity.

H.R. 3779 would make it more difficult to
steal someone’s Social Security Number by
prohibiting any federal agency or department
from including it on documents sent by mail
unless it is determined to be necessary. And,
when it is included it would not be visible from
the outside of the envelope and would be par-
tially redacted when possible.

This is a common sense, bipartisan bill that
is one piece of a larger comprehensive effort
we need to successfully combat identity theft.
| thank Congressman VALADAO for sponsoring
it and working on it with me.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 3779.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3779, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

TOM STAGG UNITED STATES
COURT HOUSE

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 27564) to designate
the Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 300 Fannin
Street in Shreveport, Louisiana, as the
“Tom Stagg Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2754

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building and United States

courthouse located at 300 Fannin Street in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Shreveport, Louisiana, shall be known and
designated as the “Tom Stagg United States
Court House”’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building and
United States courthouse referred to in sec-
tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the “Tom Stagg United States Court
House”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. CARSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have b5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on S. 2754, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 2754, as amended,
would designate the Federal building
and United States courthouse located
at 300 Fannin Street in Shreveport,
Louisiana, as the Tom Stagg United
States Court House.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING), for his lead-
ership on this legislation.

Judge Stagg served in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of
Louisiana. He was appointed to the
bench in 1974, served as a chief judge
from 1984 to 1991, and assumed senior
status in 1992. He served until his death
last year. Earlier in his career, he held
various executive positions in the pri-
vate sector and was in the private prac-
tice of law.
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Judge Stagg served our country dur-
ing World War II, during our Greatest
Generation, as a U.S. Army captain in
the infantry. He earned the Combat In-
fantry Badge, Bronze Stars for Valor
and Meritorious Service, and the Pur-
ple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster. Judge
Stagg’s dedication to serving our coun-
try is clear, and I believe it is appro-
priate to name this courthouse after
him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I thank my colleague from Illinois
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS).

Mr. Speaker, I also support this bill,
as amended, which honors Judge Stagg
by naming the Federal courthouse in
Shreveport, Louisiana, after him. He
served over 40 years, as was noted, as a
district judge in the Western District
of Louisiana. He was a lifelong
Louisianan, who attended Louisiana
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State University for both his

undergrad and law school education.

I urge my colleagues to join us in
supporting this important piece of leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to commend my
colleague, Mr. CARSON. As members of
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, this isn’t unusual where
we come together to do important bi-
partisan pieces of legislation to recog-
nize some of America’s heroes.

I urge passage of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of S. 2754, which would name the U.S. Fed-
eral Court House in Shreveport, Louisiana
after Tom Stagg. Judge Stagg’s legacy is one
which speaks volumes of his exemplar char-
acter and distinguished career as a federal
judge for the Western District of Louisiana.

Upon graduation from high school, Judge
Stagg valiantly served in WWII where he
would rise to the rank of captain and earn the
Combat Infantryman Badge, a Bronze Star for
Valor, a second Bronze Star for meritorious
service, and the Purple Heart with oak leaf
cluster. The patriotism and dedication which
he exhibited as a soldier was further built
upon when he began his career as a jurist. He
was nominated to serve as a federal judge for
the Western District of Louisiana in 1974. He
held the position as chief judge from 1984 to
1991, at which point he assumed senior status
and maintained a full caseload until his pass-
ing in 2015. A detailed man who commanded
respect whenever he entered a room, Judge
Stagg was well known for his institutional
knowledge, efficiency, and thoroughness dur-
ing each and every case. He was heavily ad-
mired by his colleagues, many of whom be-
lieved that his character reflected the most
honorable qualities of a judge.

A pillar within his occupation and the salt
within his community, Judge Stagg’s life was
an example to us all. It is more than fitting to
honor Judge Stagg’s service by naming this
court house, a court house which he helped
design, after him.

| introduced companion legislation, H.R.
5011, in the House, and | am thankful that we
are able to consider S. 2754 today. | ask my
colleagues for their support.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2754, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““An Act to designate the
Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 300 Fannin
Street in Shreveport, Louisiana, as the
‘Tom Stagg United States Court
House’.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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