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veterans who seek employment as UAV
pilots within the Department of Home-
land Security who come from the De-
partment of Defense with current secu-
rity clearances. The DOD typically in-
vests a significant amount of training
and career development resources in
these men and women, and to lose their
talent due to a lapse in interdepart-
mental communication is a detriment
to our country.

Under the current system, when
soon-to-be veterans who are unmanned
aerial vehicle, or UAV, pilots wish to
apply for a UAV position at the DHS,
they are placed on a wait list until
more money and time is used to deter-
mine if these veterans meet DHS secu-
rity guidelines despite having already
passed similar security background
checks performed by the Department of
Defense. This creates a near impossible
bottleneck where veterans can be stuck
for months or years in waiting on re-
dundant procedures, forcing most to
drop their applications and go else-
where to find employment.

The result of this bureaucratic ineffi-
ciency is that veterans who have valu-
able skills that can help protect our
Nation and in whom we have invested
millions of dollars in training are lost
to other jobs. This leaves DHS Border
Protection positions unfilled and our
borders more vulnerable. The country’s
security, veterans, and taxpayers all
lose in this equation.

This legislation works to solve three
key problems by creating job opportu-
nities for veterans, securing the bor-
ders, and saving taxpayer dollars. It is
just plain common sense, and I urge
the full consideration and adoption of
this measure.

———

A GREAT MINNESOTA LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to congratulate Hormel
Foods CEO Jeffrey Ettinger on his up-
coming retirement.

Hormel is a recognized Minnesota
leader in food processing. The company
started in Austin, Minnesota, in 1891
and is best known for giving us the fa-
mous canned ham—Spam.

Jeffrey’s career at Hormel Foods has
now spanned nearly three decades.
From starting out as a corporate attor-
ney in 1989 to eventually becoming the
CEO in 2005, Jeffrey has played a cru-
cial role in Hormel’s success. Jeffrey
encouraged a focus on new product in-
novation, and under his Ileadership,
Hormel has continued to grow and
thrive. During his time with Hormel,
Jeffrey has even been recognized as one
of the world’s best CEOs by Barron’s—
a true tribute to his work ethic and ex-
cellence. While he is retiring as CEO,
Jeffrey’s leadership at Hormel will go
on, as he will continue to serve as
chairman of the board.

Congratulations on your retirement,
Jeffrey, and thank you for all of the
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work you have done for Hormel Foods
so that it remains a leading company
in the food industry both in Minnesota
and in our great country.

TOP HONORS FOR ANOKA-RAMSEY COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to celebrate Min-
nesota’s very own Anoka-Ramsey Com-
munity College, which has recently
been named one of the top 10 commu-
nity colleges in the United States. This
placement has made Anoka-Ramsey
Community College a contender for the
2017 Aspen Prize for Community Col-
lege Excellence.

It is no surprise to me that Anoka-
Ramsey, the sole Minnesota contender
to be recognized, has been chosen for
this prestigious award given its stellar
reputation throughout our community.
This fine higher learning institution is
well-known for affordable tuition, a
high success rate of students who grad-
uate, as well as high achievement rates
for students of every ethnicity and
background. A good education can open
doors in life.

Thank you, Anoka-Ramsey, for hand-
ing our students the key. Good luck in
the competition, and congratulations
on your success.

A PARENT’S LOVE

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to celebrate Joy and
Matthew Molitor, from Minnesota’s
Sixth District, who received an Angels
in Adoption Award this year.

The Molitors’ adoption story began
in 2011. While on a trip to Haiti, they
decided to adopt two young children,
Wilson and Catherine. For the next 3%
years, the Molitors visited Haiti 15
times while patiently waiting to take
their children home.

In 2015, the Molitors received the dev-
astating news that their paperwork
was no longer valid and that the Hai-
tian Government was no longer allow-
ing simple adoptions. This did not stop
them.

For the next 4 months, Joy walked
from one government agency to the
next, despite the unstable political en-
vironment in the country. She was de-
termined not to leave Haiti without
her children. As a result of Joy’s re-
solve, she eventually retained the visas
for her children, and they were able to
g0 home to Minnesota together.

Joy and Matthew Molitor are the
perfect example of the lengths one will
go because of a parent’s love. I am
proud to recognize them today.

Thank you, Joy and Matthew, and
congratulations on your Angels in
Adoption Award.

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, September is Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Month. It is time to
bring awareness to this heartless dis-
ease and to the demands and challenges
of the families affected.

Childhood cancer is an especially im-
portant topic in our office. My deputy
chief of staff, Robert Boland’s daugh-
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ter, Abigail, was diagnosed with
retinoblastoma, which is a rare cancer
that affects the eyes, when she was
only 2 months old. Thankfully, Abigail
survived her cancer and is a happy,
growing little girl. Abigail and her par-
ents are fortunate, but they, like all
families who deal with childhood can-
cer, had many a sleepless night.

No parent should ever have to watch
a child fight a life-threatening disease.
Unfortunately, that is not the case for
many. Every year in the United States,
there are more than 15,000 children who
are diagnosed with cancer. Statistics
show that 80 percent of childhood can-
cer cases are diagnosed only after the
disease has already metastasized and
spread. This makes research absolutely
necessary. That is why we must spread
the word and raise awareness.

All children deserve a future, and it
is vital that we do everything in our
power to help give them that chance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

————

RECOGNIZING RICHARD K. “DICK”
BLAKE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. POSEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, it is, in-
deed, an honor and a pleasure to recog-
nize the lifetime achievements of Rich-
ard K. ‘“Dick” Blake, who is retiring
after 40 years of service on the
Rockledge City Council. He is the long-
est serving elected official on Florida’s
east coast and is a true servant heart
leader.

The grandson of freed slaves, Dick
Blake was one of 10 children growing
up in Rockledge, Florida. He attended
Cocoa’s African American Monroe High
School, where he became an all-star
athlete and model student.

After graduating from Florida A&M
University, Dick returned to Monroe
High School to coach basketball and
football and also to teach biology and
math. While coaching during the era of
segregated education, he gained state-
wide notoriety as his basketball teams
dominated the Florida Interscholastic
Athletic Association.
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In fact, Dick helped pave the way for
integration in Brevard County by ar-
ranging exhibition basketball games,
which helped to foster race relations by
bringing children, families, and com-
munities together under the spirit of
sports competition. In so doing, he
touched the lives of so many talented
players and students.

In 1966, Dick became the first Black
assistant principal at Cocoa High
School, and later became the principal,
serving in that position for 22 years.

A staunch believer in the power of
education, Dick earned a bachelor of
science degree from Claflin University,
a master of science degree from Colum-
bia University, and a master of science
degree from Florida A&M University.
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In July 2011, the city of Rockledge
named a park in honor of Dick’s leg-
endary accomplishments as an athlete
and sports official, educator, school ad-
ministrator, elected community serv-
ant, and leader in civil rights and ra-
cial equality issues.

I have served with Dick in local gov-
ernment and in many volunteer efforts
over the years, and he is someone I and
literally thousands and thousands of
others greatly admire.

Over the course of his life, he has
witnessed injustice, but Dick has al-
ways remained positive. Dick is the
type of person that if he encountered
lemons, he made lemonade.

I ask my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting Dick Blake’s achievements and
his service to our community and our
country.

May God continue to bless Dick
Blake and the United States of Amer-
ica.

——————

AMERICAN PHARMACISTS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize October
2016 as American Pharmacists Month.
During the month of October, we recog-
nize the pharmacists across America
who work each day to guarantee that
Americans have access to important
and often lifesaving medications.

As the only pharmacist in Congress, 1
am proud to recognize the work that
pharmacists across America are doing
to ensure our Nation’s health. Every
day, pharmacists counsel patients on
prescriptions and over-the-counter
medications, helping to relieve pa-
tients’ pain, and provide vaccines for a
number of illnesses. Further, phar-
macists are considered one of the top
three most trusted professionals in
America.

During this month, as well as
throughout the year, I encourage ev-
eryone to visit your pharmacist, ask
questions about your prescriptions, re-
ceive advice about preventative care,
and simply get to know the person who
provides your medicine and helps to
keep you healthy.

To my fellow pharmacists, thank you
for what you do. Please know your
work is appreciated and you are an im-
portant part of keeping our Nation
healthy. It is an honor to be your voice
in the United States Congress.

REMEMBERING JACK DAVIS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the re-
markable life of Jack Davis, a beloved
and brilliant cartoonist from St. Si-
mons Island.

Mr. Davis’ passion for cartoons began
at the age of 12 when he read his first
cartoon magazine. As his talent in
drawing cartoons flourished, he created
astonishing artwork for the University
of Georgia, depicting action-packed
football scenes in a very unique style.

Nationally, he may have been best
known for his work with MAD maga-
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zine and his artwork of the magazine’s
star character, Alfred E. Neuman. Ex-
ecutives at MAD magazine say there
wasn’t anything that Jack couldn’t do.

In addition, Mr. Davis designed for
other companies, including
DreamWorks, ESPN, Paramount Pic-
tures, Indianapolis Speedway, and The
Varsity drive-in in Atlanta.

It is an honor to recognize Mr. Jack
Davis, and I could not speak more
highly of his talents. He will truly be
missed by the First District of Georgia,
the Bulldog Nation, and everyone who
knew of him and his artistic gift.
CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the
University of Georgia as well as its im-
pressive students, faculty, and staff.

On September 12, the U.S. News and
World Report ranked UGA the eight-
eenth best university in America. This
is clearly not an easy feat. UGA con-
tinues to work tirelessly to provide the
best education for its undergraduate
students, and its hard work is being no-
ticed.

One example of UGA’s commitment
to its students involves its emphasis on
experienced-based learning. UGA is the
Nation’s largest public university to
include this type of learning in its
overall curriculum. From internships
and study-abroad options to research
projects, the opportunities at this
great university are endless.

In addition to these possibilities,
UGA has also strengthened its faculty
and course options by adding 50 new
faculty members and expanding the
course selection by 300 classes in high-
demand subjects. UGA has truly cre-
ated a small-class experience in a very
large university.

Congratulations to the University of
Georgia on these accomplishments, and
Go Dawgs.

CONGRATULATING MATT KUCHAR

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Mr.
Matt Kuchar of St. Simons Island,
Georgia.

Mr. Kuchar competed in the 2016 Rio
Olympics and won a bronze medal in
the men’s individual golf competition.
He completed his fantastic Olympic
week at 13 under par with a final round
of 63, describing it as the round of his
life.

This great week does not come sim-
ply by chance for Mr. Kuchar. He has
worked tirelessly over the past years
to improve his game and has consist-
ently been near the lead in many im-
portant tournaments.

In 1997, he began his stellar career as
an All-American at Georgia Tech. Then
in 2000, he turned to the professional
ranks.

In his 16 years as a pro, he has had 12
professional wins, including important
tournaments such as the 2012 Players
Championship, the 2013 Memorial Tour-
nament, and the 2014 RBC Heritage.

Mr. Kuchar’s smile and personality is
an inspiration to all golfers. He is noto-
riously one of the nicest players on the
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professional circuit. It is an honor to
recognize him today.

Mr. Kuchar, you made Georgia’s
First Congressional District very, very
proud.

———

FIDELITY INFORMATION SYSTEMS
TO LAUNCH VC FINTECH ACCEL-
ERATOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the important collabora-
tion that is taking place in central Ar-
kansas.

The Venture Center in downtown Lit-
tle Rock has been working with the
publicly traded financial services com-
pany, Fidelity Information Systems, or
FIS, to launch the VC FinTech Accel-
erator, a program that will bring
innovators and entrepreneurs from
across the world to Little Rock, where
they will have formation opportunities
for their early-stage organizations.
They will work through a curriculum
designed to engender creativity, devel-
opment, and potential.

Through this program, we are able to
invest in the future of our State and
ensure that our economy and our busi-
ness environment in central Arkansas
will continue to thrive and expand.

I recently had the opportunity to
visit The Venture Center with the gen-
tlewoman from Missouri, Representa-
tive ANN WAGNER, and was impressed
with the success of the center’s accel-
erator program. It is providing a 12-
week rigorous program to assist
FinTech startups, providing them with
quality business development services.
Ten FinTech companies were chosen to
participate in this first accelerator
program, and it will relaunch in 2017.

This FinTech sandbox is producing
transformational opportunities for
both FIS, the innovative entrepreneurs
in Little Rock, and for future con-
sumers of these services. While this ex-
citing program has only been active for
a short time, it is already proving that
it has the ability to assist in our ef-
forts to grow the technology economy
across our region.

Little Rock’s storied history and the
evolution of FIS makes it a perfect site
for this accelerator. I greatly appre-
ciate the choice of Little Rock as the
location to implement this source of
future economic growth.

I am grateful for the farsighted lead-
ership at FIS, our chamber of com-
merce leadership team, and all those
involved in making this program a suc-
cess for central Arkansas.

———

THOUSAND-YEAR FLOOD IN
LOUISIANA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, August 20th of this year was a
Saturday, and I was in Denham
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