
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5701 September 20, 2016 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

BATHROOMS ACCESSIBLE IN 
EVERY SITUATION ACT 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5147) to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to require that male and 
female restrooms in public buildings be 
equipped with baby changing facilities, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5147 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bathrooms Ac-
cessible in Every Situation Act’’ or ‘‘BABIES 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BABY CHANGING FACILITIES IN REST-

ROOMS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 33 of title 40, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating sections 3314, 3315, and 

3316 as sections 3315, 3316, and 3317, respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after section 3313 the fol-
lowing new section: 

‘‘§ 3314. Baby changing facilities in restrooms 
‘‘(a) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR THE CON-

STRUCTION, ALTERATION, AND ACQUISITION OF 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b) and subject to any reasonable accom-
modations that may be made for individuals in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) restrooms in a pub-
lic building shall be equipped with baby chang-
ing facilities that the Administrator determines 
are physically safe, sanitary, and appropriate. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The requirement under 
subsection (a) shall not apply— 

‘‘(1) to a restroom in a public building that is 
not available or accessible for public use; 

‘‘(2) to a restroom in a public building that 
contains clear and conspicuous signage indi-
cating where a restroom with a baby changing 
table is located on the same floor of such public 
building; 

‘‘(3) if new construction would be required to 
install a baby changing facility in the public 
building and the cost of such construction is 
unfeasible; or 

‘‘(4) to a building not subject to an alteration 
as set forth in section 3307. 

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BABY CHANGING FACILITY.—The term 

‘baby changing facility’ means a table or other 
device suitable for changing the diaper of a 
child age 3 or under. 

‘‘(2) PUBIC BUILDING.—The term ‘public build-
ing’ means a public building as defined in sec-
tion 3301 and controlled by the Public Building 
Service of the General Services Administra-
tion.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
such chapter is amended by striking the items 
relating to sections 3314, 3315, and 3316 and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘3314. Baby changing facilities in restrooms. 
‘‘3315. Delegation. 
‘‘3316. Report to Congress. 
‘‘3317. Certain authority not affected.’’. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The requirement under 
section 3314(a) of title 40, United States Code, 
shall apply in the case of a public building con-
structed, altered, or acquired by the Adminis-

trator of General Services on or after the date 
that is 1 year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, beginning on that date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. CARSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5147, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5147, as amended, 

the Bathrooms Accessible in Every Sit-
uation Act, or BABIES Act, would re-
quire restrooms in certain public build-
ings be equipped with baby changing 
stations that are safe and sanitary. 
Millions of American families visit 
Federal facilities every day. While the 
cost of changing stations is small, 
some Federal buildings open to the 
public do not have them. 

b 1945 

This bill would cover those buildings 
controlled by the General Services Ad-
ministration that are open for public 
use. This requirement would not apply 
to restrooms not publicly accessible, if 
there are other restrooms nearby with 
changing stations, or if it would re-
quire costly construction or alter-
nations. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
BARLETTA. 

I also support this bill, as amended, 
which directs the GSA to install baby 
changing stations in restrooms in pub-
lic buildings across the Nation. 

I would like to commend my col-
league, the gentleman from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. CICILLINE), for his leadership 
on this issue, and for his willingness to 
work with us to bring this bill to the 
floor today. I am pleased that our com-
mittee worked closely with Represent-
ative CICILLINE to achieve the original 
purpose of the bill and to keep costs 
down to change public policy. 

The amended bill directs GSA to in-
clude at least one baby changing sta-
tion in the men’s and the women’s rest-
room on each floor of a public building. 
The requirements of this bill do not 
apply to any restrooms in Federal 
buildings which are not available to 
the public. 

I urge my colleagues to join us in 
supporting this legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. CICILLINE). 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

I want to begin by thanking Chair-
man SHUSTER and Ranking Member 
DEFAZIO for their support on this legis-
lation. I would also particularly like to 
thank Congressman CARSON for his 
strong support in getting this bill to 
the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, and thank Chairman 
BARLETTA for his support as well. 

H.R. 5147, the Bathrooms Accessible 
in Every Situation Act, or the BABIES 
Act, would require that both male and 
female restrooms in public buildings be 
equipped with baby changing facilities 
that are physically safe, sanitary, and 
appropriate. 

Federal public buildings belong to 
the people of this country, and they 
should be welcoming and appropriately 
accommodating. This legislation will 
ensure that there are appropriate and 
sanitary facilities in publicly acces-
sible Federal buildings for parents and 
caretakers to change the infants and 
toddlers that are with them. 

For example, in the office building 
where my office is located, Rayburn, 
there are no baby changing tables at 
all. That means that Rhode Islanders 
who come to visit my office have to try 
to find a changing station in another 
public building, or they will have to de-
cide to change their baby on a bath-
room floor, which is a terrible option, 
unsanitary for both the parents and the 
children. This same problem exists in 
Federal buildings all across this coun-
try. 

Access to baby changing stations in 
restrooms in Federal buildings will 
help in protecting the health and safe-
ty of children and will encourage a 
family-friendly environment. Various 
cities and counties in the United 
States have passed similar laws requir-
ing changing tables in men’s and wom-
en’s bathrooms for all of the same rea-
sons. 

Current GSA policy requires that the 
planning of new construction mod-
ernization alteration projects include 
family restrooms equipped with baby 
changing stations, but current policy 
does not apply to existing buildings. 
This legislation would impose the re-
quirement for publicly accessible Fed-
eral buildings and facilities. The cost 
will be modest to install a baby chang-
ing station. This will go a very long 
way to ensuring the safety and comfort 
of families visiting Federal buildings 
all across this country. 

I thank the chairman and ranking 
member for their support, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it as well. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 5147, the ‘‘Bathrooms Acces-
sible In Every Situation (BABIES) Act of 
2016.’’ 
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This is an important measure that would 

provide diaper changing facilities in male and 
female restrooms in public buildings. 

This piece of legislation simply seeks to pro-
vide equal rights to both men and women 
caregivers. 

According to a report released by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
fathers today are more involved with their chil-
dren. 

Fathers also need access to childcare facili-
ties. 

H.R. 5147 would apply to: 
any public building constructed, altered, or 

acquired by the General Services Administra-
tion a year after the enactment of this meas-
ure; and any other public building, not de-
scribed above, beginning two years after the 
enactment of this measure. 

H.R. 5147 would not apply to: 
public buildings where the restrooms are not 

for public use; and 
restrooms in a public building with clear and 

conspicuous signage indicating where another 
restroom, male or female, is located within the 
same sector or corridor of said building. 

In California, two similar state bills were 
struck down that would have provided equal 
access to changing tables for both men and 
women. 

Positive reforms are, however, taking place 
around the country. 

For example, Miami Dade County, Florida, 
requires that new and remodeled businesses 
have baby changing stations that are acces-
sible by both men and women. 

In San Francisco, California, planning codes 
require that new or renovated public buildings 
must install baby changing stations that are 
accessible to women and men. 

Yet, there is no federal law or legislation to 
regulate the equal access of stations tor men 
and women. 

H.R. 5147 supplies that standard. 
This legislation is long overdue. 
We must support equal access to basic 

needs and bathroom changing stations for all 
men and women caregivers 

For these reasons, I support H.R. 5147 the 
‘‘Bathroom Accessible in Every Situation (BA-
BIES) Act of 2016.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5147, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

JUDGE RANDY D. DOUB UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3937) to designate the building 
utilized as a United States courthouse 
located at 150 Reade Circle in Green-
ville, North Carolina, as the ‘‘Judge 

Randy D. Doub United States Court-
house’’, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3937 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The building utilized as a United States court-
house located at 150 Reade Circle in Greenville, 
North Carolina, shall be known and designated 
as the ‘‘Randy D. Doub United States Court-
house’’ during the period in which the building 
is utilized as a United States courthouse. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

With respect to the period in which the build-
ing referred to in section 1 is utilized as a 
United States courthouse, any reference in a 
law, map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to that building 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the ‘‘Randy 
D. Doub United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. CARSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3937, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 3937, as amended, would des-

ignate the building utilized as a United 
States courthouse located at 150 Reade 
Circle in Greenville, North Carolina, as 
the Judge Randy D. Doub United 
States Courthouse. 

I would like to thank the gentlemen 
from North Carolina, Mr. JONES and 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, for their leadership 
on this legislation. 

Judge Randy D. Doub was in the pri-
vate practice of law for 26 years in 
Greenville, North Carolina. From 1985 
until 1990, he served on the North Caro-
lina Board of Transportation. In 2006, 
he was appointed by the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals as a United States 
bankruptcy judge and served as chief 
judge from 2007 to 2014. 

Sadly, last year, Judge Doub passed 
away suddenly. He was a well respected 
bankruptcy attorney and jurist, which 
is exemplified by the fact that this bill 
was sponsored by the entire North 
Carolina delegation. 

I think it is fitting to recognize his 
service to the law and the community 
by naming this courthouse after him. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I also support H.R. 3937, as amended, 
which designates a U.S. courthouse lo-
cated in Greenville, North Carolina, as 
the Judge Randy D. Doub United 
States Courthouse. 

I want to thank my good friend and 
colleague, G.K. BUTTERFIELD, for his 
work on this effort. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

3 minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. JONES). 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, in January 
2015, one of my dearest friends sud-
denly passed away at the age of 59. 
Judge Randy Doub had been a friend of 
mine for years. He was a strong man 
who lived his faith. He loved his coun-
try, and he loved, very dearly, his wife, 
Toni, and sons, Alexander and Jame-
son. Randy was also very active in his 
church and passionate in his career. 

As a Federal bankruptcy judge, he 
was respected by the lawyers who came 
before him, by the families whom he 
helped through financial difficulties, 
and by the dedicated and most loyal 
staff that he worked so closely with. 

Psalm 106:3 says: 
Blessed are they who observe justice, who 

do righteousness at all times. 

Randy truly was a fair and caring 
judge who understood that the oppor-
tunity to serve in this capacity was a 
gift from God. 

Mr. Speaker, while he achieved much 
in his career, one of Randy’s prouder 
accomplishments was his work with 
the GAO on the Greenville Courthouse. 
He helped to design, create, and over-
see a high-quality facility to better 
serve the residents of eastern North 
Carolina, all while keeping the project 
under budget. He took great pride in 
this building. 

Mr. Speaker, for all of the reasons I 
have mentioned and more, it is right 
and justified to name this courthouse 
after Judge Randy Davis Doub. 

I want to thank my dear friend, Mr. 
G.K. BUTTERFIELD, who knew Randy 
Doub as well as I did. Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
as you know, is a former judge in State 
courts and is also an attorney. He and 
I worked side by side to get this legis-
lation to the floor of the House. 

I want to thank the committee of ju-
risdiction and I want to thank the sub-
committees who are on the floor today 
for giving us this chance to remember 
a man who loved his country, who 
loved the Constitution, and who loved 
his family. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD). 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, let 
me begin this evening by thanking Mr. 
CARSON for yielding time, and thanking 
him for his extraordinary leadership 
not only on his committee, but for the 
great work that he does here in Con-
gress. He is a leader of leaders, and I 
thank him so very much. I also thank 
Mr. BARLETTA for his work. I feel a 
sense of bipartisanship on this com-
mittee, and I want to congratulate 
both of them for their fine work. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I rise in support 
of my bill, H.R. 3937, which seeks to 
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