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Act of 2016. We have a unique oppor-
tunity today to help a critical congres-
sional ally, the Government Account-
ability Office.

GAO’s reporting helps ensure that
Federal funds are efficiently and effec-
tively spent and that our Federal pro-
grams work as intended for the Amer-
ican people. For example, the GAO has
created over $600 billion in financial
benefits to the Federal Government
since fiscal year 2003. The implementa-
tion of GAO’s recommendations has led
to over 16,000 program and operational
improvements across the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Congress relies heavily on GAO, and,
therefore, it is natural that commit-
tees frequently pass bills to require the
GAO to produce regular reporting.
However, Congress must also periodi-
cally review these requirements to en-
sure that we are not burdening GAO
with required reporting that is no
longer necessary.

The bill before us does just that by
repealing eight mandated reviews that
are outdated or unnecessary. Elimi-
nation of these reports will allow the
GAO to free up resources and better
focus on Congress’ highest priorities.
All reports being repealed by this legis-
lation have been agreed upon on a bi-
partisan, bicameral basis.

I want to thank my colleagues
throughout the House and Senate who
have taken part in this process. We will
be back in the 115th Congress with a
similar review, and I thank you in ad-
vance for your help again.

In summary, the bill before us today
will allow the GAO to better respond to
more time-sensitive congressional re-
quests. I urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 5687.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a simple, com-
monsense bill that would eliminate or
modify certain outdated GAO reports
currently mandated by statute. The
bill would allow GAO to more effec-
tively use its resources and assist Con-
gress more effectively. I appreciate the
bipartisan and bicameral approach
taken on this bill.
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Majority and minority staff of the
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee worked to ensure that the
committee that received the reports af-
fected by the bill were all comfortable
with the changes being made.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY
B. HIiceE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5687.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MARINE LANCE CORPORAL SQUIRE
“SKIP” WELLS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5612) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 2886 Sandy
Plains Road in Marietta, Georgia, as
the ‘‘Marine Lance Corporal Squire
‘Skip’ Wells Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5612

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MARINE LANCE CORPORAL SQUIRE
“SKIP” WELLS POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2886
Sandy Plains Road in Marietta, Georgia,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ma-
rine Liance Corporal Squire ‘Skip’ Wells Post
Office Building’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Marine Lance Corporal
Squire ‘Skip’ Wells Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. Jopy B. HICE) and the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5612, introduced by Representa-
tive ToM PRICE of Georgia, to designate
a post office located in Marietta, Geor-
gia, as the Marine Lance Corporal
Squire ‘‘Skip” Wells Post Office Build-
ing.

Lance Corporal Wells enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps in 2014
after 2 years in college. On July 16,
2015, he was completing training at the
Naval and Marine Reserve Center in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, when a gun-
man opened fire.

Lance Corporal Wells heroically lost
his life warning fellow marines about
the attack. I look forward to learning
more about Lance Corporal Wells from
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the sponsor of the bill, Representative
PRICE. For now, I urge Members to sup-
port the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
H.R. 5612, a bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 2886 Sandy Plains Road in
Marietta, Georgia, as the Marine Lance
Corporal Squire ‘‘Skip’’ Wells Post Of-
fice Building.

A native of Marietta, Georgia, Skip
Wells enlisted in the Marine Corps in
2014 and was assigned to the 14th Ma-
rine Regiment in Tennessee, where he
served as a field artillery commander.

On July 16, 2015, while serving a vol-
untary 2-week assignment at the U.S.
Naval and Marine Reserve Center in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, Lance Cor-
poral Wells was tragically killed when
a lone gunman opened fire on the cen-
ter. Lance Corporal Wells was post-
humously awarded a Purple Heart.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor the bravery, service, and sac-
rifice of Lance Corporal Skip Wells. I
urge support for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. TOM PRICE),
my good friend, a great leader, and the
sponsor of this bill.

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor a fallen
hero from Georgia’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, Marine Lance Corporal
Squire Wells from Marietta, Georgia.

Known by his friends and family as
Skip, Lance Corporal Wells was one of
five servicemembers tragically mur-
dered in a terrorist attack at the Naval
and Marine Reserve Center in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, on July 16, 2015.

Skip Wells graduated from
Sprayberry High School in Cobb Coun-
ty in 2012. In high school, he played
clarinet in the marching band, was ac-
tive in Junior ROTC, and was regarded
by his classmates as a ‘‘protector’”—
someone who ‘‘looked at everyone with
love” and would ‘‘go anywhere to pro-
tect anybody.”

After graduation, he studied history
at Georgia Southern University before
going on to enlist in the Marine Corps
in 2014. Mr. Speaker, his family had a
long tradition of military service, and
Skip Wells felt a strong calling to de-
fend his country.

While in the Marines, Skip Wells dis-
tinguished himself as a proud field ar-
tillery cannoneer. His desire to put the
well-being of his fellow marines and
the mission before that of his own was
famous among fellow servicemembers.
Once, while on a training exercise, a
sledge hammer badly damaged his hand
while attempting to drive a stake into
the ground. Seeing the damage to his
hand, his commanding officer ordered
Wells to seek immediate medical at-
tention for his injuries, but Lance Cor-
poral Wells refused. He said:
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First Sergeant, I will not leave my gun. I'1l
refuse medical treatment, but I am not leav-
ing my position.

Such was his resolve to serve and his
commitment to his fellow marines,
that he would not abandon them, not
even during a training exercise. Mr.
Speaker, this was one remarkable man.

On July 16, 2015, Skip Wells was com-
pleting 2 weeks of training at the
Naval and Marine Reserve Center in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, when a ter-
rorist opened fire on the facility. Dis-
regarding his own safety, Skip Wells
was last seen running to warn col-
leagues in the motor pool of the at-
tack. He was 21 years old at the time of
his death.

Mr. Speaker, the valor of this young
man’s action and the tragedy sur-
rounding the taking of his life at the
hands of a terrorist moved people in
my district deeply. At a memorial
service that was held at his high
school, more than 4,000 mourners filled
the stadium to remember Skip Wells.
Thousands more stood around the pe-
riphery of the field.

Skip Wells was a proud marine and a
true hero. He made the ultimate sac-
rifice and selflessly gave his life to pro-
tect his fellow servicemembers and to
protect our Nation. There is nothing
we could do that would be too much to
honor this young hero’s memory.

Thus, I urge the House to pass this
legislation to designate this facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2886 Sandy Plains Road in
Marietta, Georgia, the post office clos-
est to his high school, Sprayberry High
School, as the Marine Lance Corporal
Squire “Skip’”’ Wells Post Office Build-
ing.

It is my hope, Mr. Speaker, that, for
generations to come, young children
and others at the post office will see
that post office’s name and ask: Who is
Skip Wells? Mr. Speaker, that answer
will be very, very clear. He was a val-
iant defender, a hero, and a patriot. He
was truly the very best of us.

To his mom, Cathy, and his family,
we extend our deepest appreciation for
his service and his sacrifice. May God
bless his memory, the Wells family,
and the United States of America.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr.
FLEISCHMANN), from the State where
this tragedy occurred.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of this legislation that
my dear friend and colleague, Dr.
PRICE, has sponsored in this House.

On that fateful day, July 16, 2015, five
great American heroes lost their lives:
Gunnery Sergeant Thomas Sullivan,
Staff Sergeant David Wyatt, Sergeant
Carson Holmquist, Petty Officer Sec-
ond Class Randall Smith, and, yes, an-
other great hero, Lance Corporal Skip
Wells.

I am honored to stand in the well of
this House, as I was when I came here
after those attacks, and I want all
Americans to know and understand the
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love and support that not only Chat-
tanooga and the great State of Ten-
nessee—my State—showed, but the
great support shown in the people’s
House for those five fallen heroes.

Lance Corporal Skip Wells truly was
and is an American hero. Think about
that. He was a marine serving at the
Naval and Marine Reserve Center. I
had been there prior to these attacks. I
have been there several times after
these attacks. As a matter of fact, the
Commandant of the great United
States Marine Corps has visited there.
General Miller has actually been to
where we sustained this great loss of
life. Those terrorist attacks that day
on American soil in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, took these five lives.

Skip Wells stood proud as a marine
and defended our great Nation that
day. And yes, all five of these great
service people were awarded the Purple
Heart posthumously, as they should
have been. But now, in some great way
that we can, with Dr. PRICE’s bill, we
honor this great American marine and
great American hero who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for us so that we can
serve in this House and so that we can
remain the freest, greatest Nation that
the world has ever seen.

We will honor him and, hopefully,
pass this bill on the naming of a post
office. Yes, Dr. PRICE is right: this is
just a small token of the debt that
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and America,
will always owe to Lance Corporal
Squire ““Skip’”’ Wells.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I am honored to be a cospon-
sor of this bill. I thank Dr. PRICE and
my friend from Tennessee as well. At
this time, I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JoDY B.
Hice) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5612.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

RICHARD ALLEN CABLE POST
OFFICE

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4887) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 23323 Shelby
Road in Shelby, Indiana, as the ‘“‘Rich-
ard Allen Cable Post Office’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4887

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RICHARD ALLEN CABLE POST OF-
FICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 23323
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Shelby Road in Shelby, Indiana, shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘Richard Allen
Cable Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Richard Allen Cable
Post Office™.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JoDY B. HICE) and the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4887, introduced by Representa-
tive PETER VISCLOSKY, to designate a
post office located in Shelby, Indiana,
as the Richard Allen Cable Post Office.

Richard Cable served the United
States gallantly in Vietnam and was
awarded a Purple Heart and a Silver
Star. He gave his life protecting fellow
soldiers from deadly crossfire from in-
surgents.

I look forward to learning more
about Mr. Cable from the sponsor of
the bill, Representative VISCLOSKY. I
urge my colleagues to support H.R.
488'7.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to support H.R. 4887, a bill to
designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 23323
Shelby Road in Shelby, Indiana, as the
Richard Allen Cable Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. VISCLOSKY), the author of
the bill.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. I
thank the gentleman from Georgia, as
well as the gentlewoman, for managing
this legislation. I also do want to
thank the chairs of the full committee
and subcommittee, as well as the rank-
ing members, for allowing this legisla-
tion to be brought up today.

Mr. Speaker, I do wish to remember
United States Army Specialist Richard
“Dickie”” Allen Cable for his bravery
and willingness to defend his country.

Specialist Cable was killed in action
while defending his comrades during
Operation Billings in Vietnam on June
14, 1967. It is my honor to sponsor H.R.
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