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nations for many years before they became a
clear and present threat to public health in
the Western Hemisphere and the U.S. The
cost of waiting until a public health threat is
present in the U.S. increases the threat to
our nation’s public health systems; it re-
duces the likelihood of success in winning
the battle against a pathogen and it risks a
new contagious disease becoming endemic—
akin to the common cold. In addition, the
cost of putting down a public health threat
increases as time passes.

There is a long history of threats to public
health posed by pathogens. In March 1918, in
Kansas, the U.S. had its first case of the
Spanish Flu, which is recorded as the first
HIN1 flu epidemic. This pandemic killed 50
million persons worldwide it ended abruptly
in 1919. The mortality rate of the Spanish
Flu was as high as 1 death for every 5 infec-
tions and 50% of the deaths, or about 25 mil-
lion, occurred in the first 256 weeks of the
outbreak. We are now in the 31st week of the
Zika Virus global health emergency, which
was declared by the World Health Organiza-
tion on Feb. 1, 2016.

The world is still battling the HIV/AID
global pandemic, which became known to
public health experts well before the disease
made it into the United States. Still, it took
President Clinton’s efforts to put the full
force of the federal government behind find-
ing an effective treatment for HIV that
slowed the progression of the disease from
becoming full blown AIDs. By 2011, more
than 6o million people globally had been in-
fected by AIDS and 25 million had died.

The legislative process has proven itself
not to respond in a timely manner to public
health threats. The U.S. to be more robust
enough needs to have in place mechanisms
designed to respond systemically to federally
declared public health emergencies and de-
liver assistance to support state and local
governments in carrying out their responsi-
bility to protect the public health. This is
the second time in three years that a global
health emergency has been declared that re-
quired Congress to act by passing a new law
to fund the national response. This is the
second time that the legislative process
failed to act quickly when the public health
threat was known and its consequences were
clearly understood by domestic infectious
disease experts.

On Aug. 24, 2014, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo Ministry of Health notified the
World Health Organization of an outbreak of
Ebola virus. On Oct. 8, 2014, Ebola claimed
the life of Thomas Eric Duncan after he pre-
sented symptoms at the time of admission to
an emergency room. He had recently trav-
eled to a country where the disease was ac-
tively being transmitted; he had a fever over
too degrees accompanied by abdominal pain,
dizziness, nausea and headache. Communica-
tions had gone to public health officials, hos-
pitals, and health-care providers from the
Centers for Disease Control stating that all
patients should be asked whether they had
traveled to West Africa recently; and
checked for sytnptoms of Ebola, which in-
clude a dangerously high fever, abdominal
pain, nausea and headache. Unfortunately,
Mr. Duncan having all of the symptoms to be
considered a possible Ebola patient was not
admitted for observation, tests, and treat-
ment, but instead sent home.

As of April 13, 2016, globally there were
28,662 suspected Ebola cases; 15,261 labora-
tory confirmed Ebola cases and 11,325 deaths
from Ebola. Today, the CDC continue to
monitor for Ebola disease outbreaks. We can
no longer act as if a disease outbreak in a
nation on the other side of the world has no
relevance or importance to the public health
status of communities within the U.S. In
fact, we know that this is not the case. HIN1,
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Ebola, and Zika viruses are hard lessons to
the global health community teaching that
the world has changed and that it is time the
U.S. adjusts by becoming proactive and cease
being reactive in preparing for and defending
against public health threats and emer-
gencies.

Establishing a model that is quantitative
and based upon measurable changes in public
health conditions around the world as well
as within the U.S. and having the capacity to
react quickly can save lives and assures pub-
lic health system stability. Our nation has
some local health-care systems that are sec-
ond to none, such as the Houston Medical
Center, but our national public health sys-
tem has glaring weaknesses when handling
pathogens that may be as dangerous as
Ebola and as contagious as the Spanish Flu.
There are only four hospitals in the U.S., and
a total of 15-16 beds, for persons infected
with a human viral hemorrhagic fever:
Emory University Hospital in Atlanta has
two Ebola beds, St. Patrick Hospital in Mis-
soula, Montana, has one or two; National In-
stitutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland,
has the capacity to treat two patients in its
Special Clinical Studies Unit, according to
the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases at the NIH; and Nebraska
Medical Center in Omaha, reportedly has a
biocontainment facility with 10 beds total.

The public health challenge for our nation
is to effectively address the sudden emer-
gence of a highly contagious pathogen with a
mortality rate of 1 in 5 so that the public
health threat may be identified within hours
of patient zero, a team of public health ex-
perts deployed with the requisite equipment
and resources within 24 hours to any point
on the globe, establish field labs, hospitals,
coordinate with local public health officials,
communicate with public health and disease
experts globally; type and identify the
threat; its method of transmission; and de-
termine what is needed to contain the
threat; while beginning work on treatments
and potential cures. Their work would also
be to calculate mortality rates and the point
when the disease may become endemic over
a 256 week time period to stop its spread,
which should include communicating to
local, state and tribal public health officials’
the information they will need to prepare to
face the threat that may be just a flight
away.

A Public Health Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Law is overdue—I urge the leader-
ship of the House and the Senate to work in
a bipartisan fashion to put on the desk of the
President of the United States a law that
will be the cure for the weaknesses in our na-
tion’s public health system when it is faced
with public health emergencies.

President Obama is calling on Congress to
fight the Zika virus by providing $1.8 billion
in emergency funds to:

Rapidly expand mosquito control
grams.

Accelerate vaccine research and diagnostic
development

Educate health providers,
partners about the disease.

Improve health services and support for
low-income pregnant women.

Help Zika-affected countries better control
transmission.

HOW IS ZIKA TRANSMITTED?

Zika is primarily spread to people through
the bite of infected Aedes mosquitoes. It can
also be transmitted from a pregnant mother
to her baby during pregnancy, though we do
not know how often that transmission oc-
curs.

There is also evidence that the Zika virus
can be sexually transmitted by a man to his
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partners. At this time, however, there is no
evidence that women can transmit the Zika
virus to their sex partners. You can learn
more about the Zika virus and guidance to
avoid sexual transmission.

WHERE ARE PEOPLE CONTRACTING ZIKA?

People are contracting Zika in areas where
Aedes mosquitoes are present, which include
South America, Central America and the
Caribbean. As the CDC notes, specific areas
where the Zika virus is being transmitted
are likely to change over time.

WHO IS AT RISK OF BEING INFECTED?

Anyone who is living in or traveling to an
area where the virus is found is at risk for
infection.

WHY ARE THERE SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR PREGNANT WOMEN?

There may be a link between a serious
birth defect called microcephaly—a condi-
tion in which a baby’s head is smaller than
expected—and other poor pregnancy out-
comes and a Zika infection in a mother dur-
ing pregnancy. While the link between Zika
and these outcomes is being investigated the
CDC recommends that you take special pre-
cautions if you fall into one of these groups:

If you are pregnant (in any trimester):

You should consider postponing travel to
any area where the Zika virus is active.

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
FOR FLOODING IN LOUISIANA

(Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday I had the oppor-
tunity to come and update the House
on the flooding conditions in the State
of Louisiana. I talked about how this
is, potentially, the fourth most costly
flood disaster in U.S. history. Lou-
isiana received 31 inches of rain in a 36-
hour period, which is what the Amer-
ican average rainfall is. It would trans-
late to nearly 25 feet of snow if it were
a snowstorm.

Mr. Speaker, I want to put this in a
personal context. Think about a person
who owns a $200,000 house. That per-
son’s house is now worth $100,000 be-
cause it is flooded and gutted. That
person is going to have to pay $120,000
to finish his mortgage, which means he
is upside down on his mortgage. It is
going to cost him $80,000 to rebuild his
house, $40,000 to replace his car, $10,000
to replace his wardrobe.

Mr. Speaker, the Stafford Act is in-
sufficient to address these financial
situations that people are facing today.
This isn’t one person. This is tens of
thousands of homeowners and
businessowners across south Louisiana
who are facing this impossible finan-
cial decision before them in the coming
weeks.

I urge the White House to imme-
diately send a supplemental appropria-
tions request to the Congress. Let’s get
working on this and resolve this issue.
Make this an easy decision for folks
back home so we can get back on our
feet.
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15TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
this Sunday, September 11, marks the
15th anniversary of the vicious attacks
on America.

I very much appreciate the leader-
ship’s scheduling a commemoration on
the steps of the Capitol tomorrow
morning, but more needs to be said as,
I fear, time and events have dulled our
memories.

In addition, our Nation has grown by
over 60 million since September 11,
2001—children born after the towers
came down, including the 13,000 babies
who came into this world on that in-
credible day. Unlike the rest of us,
they have no direct memories of these
horrendous events that changed our
Nation forever as hate-filled extremists
struck in the streets of Lower Manhat-
tan, in the fields of Pennsylvania, and
at the Pentagon. Over 700 citizens from
my State of New Jersey died on that
day.

Our mere words cannot possibly cap-
ture the sentiments that surround Sep-
tember 11. So in lieu of extended, for-
mal remarks, I would like to read, as I
have in past years, ‘“The Names,” a
poem written by the then-poet laureate
Billy Collins, which he read before a
congressional joint session in New
York City just after the attacks which
Members of Congress heard firsthand.

“THE NAMES’’
By Billy Collins

Yesterday, I lay awake in the palm of the
night.

A soft rain stole in, unhelped by any breeze,

And when I saw the silver glaze on the win-
dows,

I started with A, with Ackerman, as it hap-
pened,

Then Baxter and Calabro,

Davis and Eberling, names falling into place

As droplets fell through the dark.

Names printed on the ceiling of the night.

Names slipping around a watery bend.

Twenty-six willows on the banks of a stream.

In the morning, I walked out barefoot

Among thousands of flowers

Heavy with dew like the eyes of tears,

And each had a name—

Fiori inscribed on a yellow petal

Then Gonzalez and Han, Ishikawa and Jen-
kins.

Names written in the air

And stitched into the cloth of the day.

A name under a photograph taped to a mail-
box.

Monogram on a torn shirt,

I see you spelled out on storefront windows

And on the bright, unfurled awnings of this
city.

I say the syllables as I turn a corner—

Kelly and Lee,

Medina, Nardella, and O’Connor.

When I peer into the woods,

I see a thick tangle where letters are hidden

As in a puzzle concocted for children.

Parker and Quigley in the twigs of an ash,

Rizzo, Schubert, Torres, and Upton,

Secrets in the boughs of an ancient maple.
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Names written in the pale sky.

Names rising in the updraft amid buildings.

Names silent in stone

Or cried out behind a door.

Names blown over the Earth and out to sea.

In the evening—weakening light, the last
swallows.

A boy on a lake lifts his oars.

A woman by a window puts a match to a can-
dle,

And the names are outlined on the rose
clouds—

Vanacore and Wallace,

(let X stand, if it can, for the ones unfound)

Then Young and Ziminsky, the final jolt of
Z.

Names etched on the head of a pin.

One name spanning a bridge, another under-
going a tunnel.

A blue name needled into the skin.

Names of citizens, workers, mothers and fa-
thers,

The bright-eyed daughter, the quick son.

Alphabet of names in a green field.

Names in the small tracks of birds.

Names lifted from a hat

Or balanced on the tip of the tongue.

Names wheeled into the dim warehouse of
memory.

So many names, there is barely room on the
walls of the heart.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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IGNITING AMERICA’S ECONOMY
WITH FAIRTAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for the
remainder of the hour as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I am
down here with some of my colleagues
to talk about one thing, and one thing
only in our time, and that is about ig-
niting America’s economy.

We can talk all we want to about
putting people back to work; but nib-
bling around the edges of the American
economy isn’t going to solve the prob-
lem for the men and women in the Sev-
enth District of Georgia, nor the men
and women in the great State of Texas,
nor the men and women in Alabama, or
anywhere across this country.

What we need is a competitive advan-
tage on the rest of the world. We have
the most capable workforce on the
planet. We have the hardest working
workforce on the planet. We have the
best infrastructure on the planet. We
have the most freedom on the planet.

Why is it, Mr. Speaker, that we then
would not have the most robust and
growing economy on the planet? I tell
you it is for one reason, and one reason
only, and that is the burden of the
American Tax Code on the American
entrepreneur.

It is the burden of the American Tax
Code on those men and women who
want to make America great, who want
to put people back to work, but who
cannot do it because the Tax Code dis-
advantages them relative to the rest of
the world.

Mr. Speaker, there is an idea in this
Chamber—and you know it well—it is
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called the FairTax, and it is H.R. 25.
Anybody in America can look it up. It
is at www.congress.gov.

In just over 100 pages, H.R. 25 de-
scribes how we could rip this United
States Tax Code out by the roots and
replace it—where we can rip this Code
out by the roots and, rather than hav-
ing the single worst Tax Code on the
planet, have the single best Tax Code
on the planet. It describes how we
could rip it out by the roots and, rather
than punishing people for how produc-
tive they are, begin to tax people based
on how much they take out of the
economy, a consumption tax. That is
the way our Framers founded this
country, and that is the way we could
fund this country again.

Mr. Speaker, right now is the time.
With the economic challenges, the
headwinds blowing against America as
they are today, right now is the time.
I do not want to compete with the rest
of the world based on low wages. I do
not want to compete with the rest of
the world based on unsafe workplaces.
I do not want to compete with the rest
of the world based on whose air is dirti-
er or whose water is unsafe.

I want high wages. I want safe work-
places. I want clean water, and I want
clean air. But I do want to compete
with the rest of the world based on
whose Tax Code makes the most sense.

Mr. Speaker, I was elected in 2010,
just 5% short years ago. One of the
Members in that freshman class with
me was MO BROOKS from northern Ala-
bama. He’s down here on the floor to-
night. When I got ready to introduce
the FairTax in that Congress, MO was
one of the first folks out of the box to
say, ROB, we can make a difference, we
can make a difference for the country,
and we can make a difference for indi-
vidual families; put me down as a spon-
sor of the FairTax.

I yield to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. BROOKS).

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Georgia
for the opportunity to stand with him
tonight as we discuss the FairTax.
Quite frankly, I wish my eloquence was
that of yours. Certainly, my passion is
for the FairTax, with all the economic
benefits that it would yield to the
American people, the job creation it
would yield, and the simplification of
the headaches that occur every March
and April as American people, includ-
ing job creators, have to try to figure
out how much taxes they have to pay.

In that vein, I have some prepared re-
marks, but I am available for any col-
loquy that you may want to have after-
wards.

Mr. Speaker, America’s Tax Code is
so complex as to border on impossible
for any one person to understand. Ac-
cording to the National Taxpayers
Union, in 2016, American taxpayers suf-
fered an economic loss of $234 billion
from the 1.9 billion hours of time spent
trying to figure out and pay their
taxes.

Making matters worse, from 1986
when President Reagan signed the Tax
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