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Congress forget about Puerto Rico or 
the board that we have appointed to 
rule in secrecy over the people of Puer-
to Rico. 

We cannot just set it and forget it 
like one of those super-duper wonder 
machines they sell on infomercials. 
Puerto Rico is ours. Its people are ours. 
Its land is ours. Its bays are ours. Its 
toxic landfills and lush forests, its 
schools and hospitals and health care 
clinics—these are all ours in the sense 
that we have been given a sacred duty 
to govern over Puerto Rico respon-
sibly. 

An unelected, unaccountable Control 
Board with no mechanism for over-
sight, with no commitment to trans-
parency, with no promise of bilin-
gualism or inclusion, stocked with in-
siders and people with questionable 
links to the very problems the board is 
supposed to resolve, this does not give 
me great confidence that this Congress 
will be alert when the people of Puerto 
Rico, our fellow citizens and, more im-
portantly, our fellow human beings, 
are in need of help. 

Tell the board, do not meet in secret, 
do not take the free gifts and dinners 
just because Congress allowed you to; 
serve the people of Puerto Rico. 

f 

b 1015 

URGING ACTION ON ZIKA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak out against the pa-
ralysis in Congress over funding Zika 
virus eradication efforts. 

I have been warning my colleagues in 
Congress for months that the Zika 
virus would severely impact our Na-
tion, and especially south Florida, the 
gateway to the Americas. And while 
Washington has slumbered through the 
late summer, it has been a busy August 
in south Florida dealing with the fall-
out. It is because of Federal inaction 
that now Miami-Dade County will be 
spending $10 million of our own budget 
to cover for some of the expenses in the 
fight against Zika. 

Back in February, I cosponsored four 
bills to help start comprehensive prep-
arations for the virus’ arrival, includ-
ing opening up funding sources for 
mosquito control, freeing the adminis-
tration to reprogram unspent Ebola 
funds for fighting Zika, and 
incentivizing pharmaceutical compa-
nies to begin developing treatments 
and vaccines for Zika. 

In March, I requested that $177 mil-
lion be made available specifically for 
aid to local mosquito control pro-
grams, extra funding for the CDC’s Di-
vision of Vector-Borne Diseases, and 
new dollars for innovative mosquito 
control tool development. 

In April, I voted in favor of using the 
FDA’s Priority Review Voucher Pro-
gram to incentivize Zika virus treat-
ment development. 

In May, I voted to give State and 
local authorities a temporary waiver 
providing more flexibility in using 
EPA-approved insecticides for mos-
quito control. 

I also voted against an inadequate 
$600 million Zika supplemental funding 
bill, joining 183 other Members, be-
cause public health experts contended 
that it would not be enough to deal 
with the expected impact of Zika in the 
U.S. 

In June, I voted in favor of a $1.1 bil-
lion Zika funding bill that passed the 
House but did not pass the Senate. Yes-
terday, the Senate again stopped any 
debate on Zika funding. 

In response to a meager grant sum 
delivered to the State of Florida after 
the discovery of mosquito transmission 
in Wynwood, a section in the city of 
Miami, in early August, I led the entire 
Florida congressional delegation in a 
letter urging the CDC to deliver more 
funds to Florida, where they were most 
needed. 

As a result of that letter and other 
efforts, the Obama administration an-
nounced that it would indeed repro-
gram another $81 million for anti-Zika 
efforts. But now, the CDC Director has 
stated that the CDC has no more funds 
available to use for Zika interdiction 
and eradication. 

We need a comprehensive response, 
Mr. Speaker, that limits the spread of 
this virus as quickly as possible. This 
is long overdue. I was ready to go back 
into an emergency session weeks and 
weeks ago to pass a comprehensive 
package, but despite my pleas, this 
House did not reconvene. Now the 
House is back in session, but to this 
point, no votes on a Zika funding bill 
are scheduled. 

How much longer do south Floridians 
need to wait for the government to 
commit more resources to fighting 
Zika? 

My constituents are tired and fed up 
with excuses and buck-passing. I am 
sick of Congress’ partisan fighting and 
political grandstanding. I stand united 
with the hardworking residents and 
families of south Florida, and I will 
continue working on their behalf to de-
mand that this Congress do its job and 
protect the American people. 

Let’s pass the President’s request for 
$1.1 billion to fight Zika and develop a 
vaccine—a clean bill, with no policy 
riders—and pass it before this virus 
spreads even wider throughout our 
great Nation. 

Here we have a picture of an area of 
the district that is impacted already. 
We have other areas that are impacted. 
We have other areas in Florida. We 
have other areas throughout the 
United States. Let’s stop Zika. We can 
do it. Let’s pass the funding bill. 

f 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ISRAEL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss our national security. 

Our first obligation as Members of 
Congress is to keep the American peo-
ple safe. That responsibility ultimately 
rests with our Commander in Chief. 

We need a Commander in Chief who 
will support our troops and their fami-
lies. We need a Commander in Chief 
who is going to build robust alliances. 
We need a Commander in Chief who is 
going to be tough with adversaries. We 
need a Commander in Chief who is 
going to be smart on foreign policy. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the Repub-
lican nominee for President said that 
he would ask China to handle the prob-
lem of a nuclear North Korea. Now, I 
know that the Republican nominee for 
President has outsourced jobs to China. 
Now he is outsourcing national secu-
rity to China. 

He has insulted Gold Star families, 
Mr. Speaker. That is not supporting 
our troops and their families. He has 
announced that he would weaken our 
commitment to NATO. That is not 
building robust alliances. He has said 
that he has asked Russia to commit 
cyber espionage against the United 
States of America. That is not being 
tough with our adversaries. Outsourc-
ing a nuclear-equipped North Korea to 
China is not being smart on foreign 
policy. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican nominee 
for President is dangerously unfit for 
command. 

I understand that some don’t have all 
the facts and may not be well-read. 
That is one thing. Not having the facts 
and not being well-read and being dan-
gerous is a threat to the United States 
of America. 

f 

FUNDING FOR ZIKA VIRUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about Zika. I rise with about 
100 mosquitoes straight from Florida— 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes capable of 
carrying the Zika virus. This is the 
reason for the urgency. This is the rea-
son for the fear. 

These mosquitoes can travel only 150 
feet, but through the assistance of a 
plane ticket and researchers at Univer-
sity of South Florida, they have made 
their way from Florida to the well of 
this House. 

Now, they are not active carriers, but 
they could be. The University of South 
Florida is one of very few research fa-
cilities capable of responding. Through 
the efforts and leadership of Dr. Robert 
Novak at the College of Global Health, 
his team of medical public health and 
research professionals led an insectary 
to study control and containment and 
medical and public health solutions to 
combat, eradicate, and ultimately find 
a vaccine for Zika. But they can only 
do so with money. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to act. The 
politics of Zika have gone on far too 
long. The politics of Zika are wrong. 

The President proposed a plan that 
was imperfect. It assumes a 2-year cri-
sis, when, in fact, there might only be 
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a 1-year crisis. It expanded Medicaid 
for non-Zika-related health care. 

Why would we dilute Zika-related 
emergency funding with non-Zika-re-
lated health care? 

It proposed construction of capital 
properties on leased lands with no re-
capture provision. That was the Presi-
dent’s plan. 

The Senate reached a bipartisan com-
promise of $1.1 billion. The House had 
its own plan. And through the leader-
ship of the Appropriations Committee 
chairman, who traveled to study this 
issue, money has continued to flow, but 
we know that money will end. 

Mr. Speaker, people are scared. Dur-
ing the 7 weeks of August recess that 
we were gone, cases of Zika rose from 
4,000 to, by some estimates, over 16,000 
in the country, including a new non- 
travel-related case in Pinellas County, 
Florida, my home, my community. 

There are roughly a million people in 
that county who are scared, who have 
fear. In that fear, they are demanding 
action. And they are seeing inaction. 
And in that inaction, they are angry. 
Angry. And they should be. 

It is now our job to try to explain to 
the American people why we know bet-
ter. It is our job to respond to the fear 
and the anxiety and the anger of a pop-
ulation concerned about a pending pub-
lic health crisis concerned about mos-
quitoes. 

You see, I brought these mosquitoes 
here today to convey that fear and anx-
iety of millions of Americans and Flo-
ridians. 

Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, the 
fear and anxiety in this Chamber if 
these 100 mosquitoes were outside this 
jar, not inside this jar? 

Members of Congress would run down 
the halls to the physician’s office to be 
tested. They would spray themselves 
before coming down here. 

This is the fear of Floridians right 
here. It is not good enough to work on 
a compromise for months and months 
and months with no solution. The time 
for the politics of Zika is over. The pol-
itics of Zika are garbage right now. 
The fact that candidates are going to 
spend money on commercials about 
Zika instead of responding together in 
a bipartisan, bicameral way in a di-
vided government to a public health 
crisis that Americans understand, we 
are wasting time. That is why I am 
joined by these mosquitoes today. 

f 

FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN U.S. 
ELECTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
express my deep concern with a pattern 
of foreign interference in U.S. elections 
and the need to confront Russian ag-
gression and interference in all of its 
malicious forms. 

Over the past several months, we 
have seen a clear pattern of 
cyberattacks and leaks designed to tar-

get our electoral institutions, includ-
ing the DNC, DCCC, and our State elec-
tion agencies, and to discredit the ex-
ample of our democracy around the 
world. Evidence collected by private 
security firms indicates that these at-
tacks are part of a Russian intelligence 
operation, a campaign of propaganda 
and disinformation known as active 
measures. 

Sowing distrust and chaos in U.S. 
elections by a foreign adversary should 
concern Americans of all parties. Along 
with Senator FEINSTEIN, I have written 
to the President to urge that he make 
a public attribution of these attacks. If 
a hostile foreign power is attempting 
to disrupt or influence our elections, 
the American people have a right to 
know it. I also urge the GOP to refrain 
from using hacked documents, which 
can be easily doctored or seeded with 
false information. An attack on our 
election system is an attack on our de-
mocracy, and all Americans must 
stand against it. 

It is time we acknowledge the hard 
truth that Russia poses a significant 
threat not only to the United States, 
but to freedom-loving people all over 
the world. It has invaded its neighbors 
and attempted to remake the map of 
Europe through the use of force. It has 
interfered in the elections of its neigh-
bors. Now it is attempting to interfere 
in our own elections. 

The GOP nominee sees nothing 
wrong with Russian behavior. He ad-
mires Putin, belittles NATO, expresses 
recognition for the illegal annexation 
of Crimea, and also expresses a positive 
receptivity to the idea of repealing 
sanctions on Russia for its illegal an-
nexation of part of the land of its 
neighbor. He invites Russia to illegally 
hack his opponent. 

This is dangerous. We are now en-
gaged in a high stakes battle of ideas 
around the world. The United States, 
as always, is the beacon of democracy; 
and Russia, the champion of a creeping 
authoritarianism that is spreading its 
destructive influences in the Caucasus, 
Eastern Europe, and the West. 

It is now an iron curtain descending 
across the continent by the slow 
smothering of freedoms the world holds 
dear: the right to choose one’s own rep-
resentatives, the right to speak as we 
choose, the right to associate with like 
mind and intent, and what has been de-
scribed as the most precious right of 
all, the right to simply be left alone. 

All of these universal human rights 
are under assault by a newly aggressive 
and belligerent Kremlin. We need a 
Commander in Chief who will resist 
this assault, not endorse; who will af-
front Russian aggression, not ratify it; 
who has the experience, judgment, and 
fitness to meet this and other grave 
challenges facing the United States of 
America. 

b 1030 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF GEORGE 
KOEHL III 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and dedicated 
service of George Koehl III. On August 
28 of this year, the Midland community 
celebrated his life and service with 
Sunday services and a memorial serv-
ice on Saturday afternoon, August 27. 

George was born and reared in Mid-
land, Texas, to Maggie and George 
Koehl, Jr., on August 19, 1954, and he 
went to meet his Lord on his birthday, 
August 19, 2016. He graduated from 
Midland High School in 1972, and later 
received a bachelor’s degree in church 
music and a master’s degree in music 
theory and composition from Hardin- 
Simmons University in Abilene, Texas. 
While studying at Hardin-Simmons, 
George met the love of his life, DiAnn 
Schmidt. The two married and had four 
children and five grandsons. 

After completing his degrees from 
Hardin-Simmons University, George 
answered God’s call to service and 
began his career in ministry. Over the 
course of the next 16 years, George 
served as a youth and music minister 
for multiple congregations throughout 
Texas. In August of 1993, God called 
George back to his hometown to serve 
at the First Baptist Church of Midland, 
where he labored and worked for 23 
years. 

I was privileged to attend First Bap-
tist Church throughout George’s entire 
tenure. Under his leadership, the music 
ministry excelled and touched many 
lives. The Passion Plays at Easter and 
the Christmas programs he directed 
were first-class productions that were 
enjoyed by capacity audiences whose 
lives were blessed. 

I watched George and DiAnn walk a 
path that I am not unfamiliar with in 
the battle of cancer. George battled his 
illness with grace and dignity and 
courage and a palpable faith in Jesus 
Christ. All who knew him were inspired 
by his dogged and iron-willed deter-
mination to not let cancer rob him of 
the service to Christ’s kingdom. DiAnn 
set the bar for how spouses should sup-
port each other in good times and hard 
times, all the while battling cancer 
herself. 

During George’s memorial service on 
August 27, 2016, his children blessed us 
all in reaffirming their faith in a lov-
ing and sovereign God. While their 
prayers for their dad’s healing on 
Earth were not answered, they ac-
knowledged that God had healed their 
dad for all eternity. 

Throughout his career, he consist-
ently placed the needs of others ahead 
of his own, and he did so with the ut-
most integrity and devotion. The many 
qualities George exhibited serve as a 
shining example of how each of us 
should serve the Lord. 
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