United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 14 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 162

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016

No. 20

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 3, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W.
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————

MAKE PROGRESS ON LEGAL IMMI-
GRATION RATHER THAN BLAME
PRESIDENT OBAMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow, Republicans in the House are
holding a hearing that will blame the
Obama administration because thou-
sands of children and young adults are
fleeing three countries in Central
America and are seeking safety in the
United States and in other countries.

The premise, as far as the Repub-
licans on the committee are concerned,

is that President Obama has not de-
ported anyone or enforced any immi-
gration laws. As far as they are con-
cerned, the President’s executive ac-
tions—which we should remember are
for a different set of immigrants alto-
gether and which Republicans have de-
layed until the Supreme Court decides
on a lawsuit this summer—are a clar-
ion call to everyone in these three par-
ticular countries to attempt to come to
the U.S. It is not the rampant murders,
the extortion, the forced conscription
into street gangs, or the utter collapse
of civil society and civil order that is
driving people to risk their lives to
seek safety here. No. It is ‘‘that” Presi-
dent whom Republicans love to hate.
He is to blame.

I hope that at least a little time at
the Judiciary hearing on Thursday will
be devoted to the problems our govern-
ment has faced over the past couple of
years in handling young and unaccom-
panied asylum seekers from Central
America. We know that some women
were Kept in lockups for too long, that
the term ‘“humane family detention’ is
an oxymoron, that children were re-
leased to guardians who did not have
the children’s best interests in mind,
and that some were forced into human
trafficking situations, and we should
have been more vigilant. Those are the
issues I hope we can focus on.

We should be asking: How can we re-
main a society that protects the inno-
cent, that cares for children who have
put themselves in our care, and that
does so in accordance with the laws of
this Nation and the laws of basic de-
cency?

Unfortunately, at this point, we
know what Judiciary Committee hear-
ings are not about. They are not seri-
ous attempts to craft legislation that
creates an immigration system that
works for the American people. Hear-
ings in this Congress are not about how
the Congress can create legal and con-
trolled immigration alternatives so

that people do not try to come illegally
or spend thousands of dollars on smug-
glers and traffickers.

We will probably not discuss how a
generation of temporary protected sta-
tus for certain immigrants has not cre-
ated a long-term, sustainable situation
in immigrant communities or sending
countries so that immigration is safe,
legal, orderly, and voluntary.

We will spend a lot of time discussing
whether President Obama is to blame
but very little time actually discussing
why people come in the dead of night,
holding onto a freight train, and run-
ning a gauntlet with smugglers and not
what can be done to have immigration
where people come in the light of day
with visas, passports, and plane tick-
ets.

We simply will not discuss how we
get from this broken reality to a fea-
sible and sustainable future of immi-
gration. Rather, the Judiciary Com-
mittee will continue to feed the
hucksterism and red meat politics that
Americans hate, and they hate it with
good reason.

In the years since 2007, when Presi-
dent George Bush started ramping up
raids and deportations, right through
the 2 million deportations of President
Obama’s, I can honestly say I have not
seen such fear and anxiety in immi-
grant communities, where mothers and
fathers are keeping their children out
of school because of the fear of being
arrested by immigration authorities.

The home raids announced by the
Obama administration around Christ-
mas have struck a nerve. They have
sparked rumors and panic and have
multiplied as city after city has experi-
enced raids or the rumors of raids.
Children are taken as they go to
school—yes, as they go to school. The
government has stopped them and has
arrested them.

The fear and anxiety has nothing to
do with Donald Trump or with the fan-
tasy that he has of deporting millions
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of immigrants or of barring people
from this country because of their reli-
gion. The fear and anxiety is born of
decades of congressional inaction and
of leaders in Washington who hope that
the problem will just go away; but we
will not be discussing that at the hear-
ing tomorrow.

As for the path forward that will
allow the country to move beyond the
legislative roadblock imposed by the
opponents of legal immigration, we
will, again, not discuss how we make
progress but, rather, yes, how we blame
Obama.

For all of the Americans who want a
legal and accountable immigration sys-
tem and for all of the families who fear
a knock on their doors, this Congress,
again, seems to have nothing and to do
nothing other than to let the dema-
gogues and fear rule the day.

Mr. Speaker, that is a shame.

———

IN RECOGNITION AND IN CELE-
BRATION OF THE WORK OF DR.
ANGUS STEWART DEATON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize and to celebrate the tremen-
dous work of Dr. Angus Stewart
Deaton of Princeton, New Jersey, who
was awarded the 2015 Nobel Prize in
Economic Sciences. Dr. Deaton is a re-
nowned academic, who is the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Professor of International
Affairs and Professor of Economics and
International Affairs at the Woodrow
Wilson School of Public and Inter-
national Affairs and the Economics De-
partment at Princeton University.

The Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences selected Dr. Deaton for the
Swedish National Bank Prize in Eco-
nomic Sciences in Memory of Alfred
Nobel for his work regarding consump-
tion, poverty, and welfare. The work is
of critical importance to the entire
world.

The Nobel Committee said in its se-
lection announcement: ‘‘The Laureate,
Angus Deaton, has deepened our under-
standing of different aspects of con-
sumption. His research concerns issues
of immense importance for human wel-
fare, not least in poor countries.
Deaton’s research has greatly influ-
enced both practical policymaking and
the scientific community. By empha-
sizing the links between individual
consumption decisions and outcomes
for the whole economy, his work has
helped transform modern micro-
economics, macroeconomics, and devel-
opment economics.”

The Nobel Committee elaborated on
its decision:

Dr. Deaton received this year’s prize in
Economic Sciences for three related achieve-
ments: the system for estimating the de-
mand for different goods that he and John
Muellbauer developed around 1980; the stud-
ies of the link between consumption and in-
come that he conducted around 1990; and the
work he has carried out in later decades on
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measuring living standards and poverty in
developing countries with the help of house-
hold surveys.

Dr. Deaton is a man of the world. A
native of Edinburgh, Scotland, he was
educated as a foundation scholar at
Fettes College and received his under-
graduate, master’s, and doctorate of
philosophy degrees from the University
of Cambridge, where he was later a fel-
low at Fitzwilliam College. He was a
faculty member at the University of
Bristol before coming to Princeton. He
has studied and visited many nations,
has used research and experiences from
around the world to shape the direction
of his work, and has written exten-
sively on societal issues facing the
global community.

His spouse, Dr. Anne C. Case, is the
Alexander Stewart 1886 Professor of Ec-
onomics and Public Affairs and Pro-
fessor of Economics and Public Affairs
at the Woodrow Wilson School and Ec-
onomics Department at Princeton. She
is also an accomplished and acclaimed
faculty member who has published
groundbreaking economic research.
Angus Deaton has two adult children,
and in their spare time, he and Pro-
fessor Case enjoy the opera and trout
fishing.

Dr. Deaton is a superb professor,
mentor, colleague, friend, and
Princetonian. He is extremely worthy
of this preeminent international honor.
My wife, Heidi, and I and my twin
brother, Jim, are proud to call Angus
and Anne our friends. It is a great
honor to Dr. Deaton’s country of birth,
the United Kingdom, and to his adopt-
ed country, the United States of Amer-
ica, that he has received this year’s
Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. It is
also a great honor to Princeton Univer-
sity, whose motto is: ‘“In the nation’s
service and in service of all nations.”

On behalf of the Congress of the
United States, I congratulate Professor
Deaton. May he continue his momen-
tous work for the betterment of the
human condition in the many years
that lie ahead.

————

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO MAKE
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS WHOLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the armed occupation by out-of-State
invaders in eastern Oregon is now in its
second month. There has already been
violence, loss of life, damage to Federal
property, and the total disruption of
this small, quiet community in far
eastern Oregon.

From this unfortunate and unneces-
sary spectacle, there are some lessons
and conclusions to be drawn:

First and foremost, it must be made
clear that the armed takeover of gov-
ernment or of private facilities for
grievances real or imagined is abso-
lutely unacceptable and won’t be toler-
ated;
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Second, while it is easy to be an arm-
chair quarterback and second-guess the
authorities, I think it is clear that a
firmer response to the earlier Bundy
law breaking in Nevada—owing the
Federal Government over $1 million
and resisting Federal authorities at
gunpoint—might have prevented or at
least not encouraged this latest out-
rage, which includes some of his family
members coming to Oregon from Ne-
vada;

This is a call to action for Americans
who treasure our public spaces—our
parks, our forests, our rangelands, our
marine sanctuaries. These are treas-
ures that belong to all Americans, and
it is important for us to understand
what we have and to understand what
is at stake for forces that would
threaten our heritage;

If America somehow decides to give
up these treasures, as some demand,
special consideration would not be
given to the rich—putting it up for the
highest bidder—or for people who just
happen to be in the proximity. Special
consideration should be given to the
Native Americans, who ought to be
first in line, who have been systemati-
cally shortchanged by the Federal Gov-
ernment, which has denied them their
treaty rights, systematically taking
away land that was promised to them
by treaties that were negotiated—pre-
sumably in good faith—ratified by Con-
gress, and signed by past Presidents;

And it is not just enough to enforce
the law. We should recover damages
from lawbreakers who tear up the land-
scape, degrade wildlife habitat, and de-
stroy property.

I have introduced legislation that
would allow the Federal Government—
in fact, not allow, but require the Fed-
eral Government—to make payments
to State and local governments that
have had to incur significant costs be-
cause of threats to Federal property.
H.R. 4431 would reimburse State and
local officials for these extraordinary
costs incurred due to threats to Fed-
eral property.

When we talk in trillions here in
Washington, D.C., maybe talk of
$100,000 here or $1 million there doesn’t
sound like very much.
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To the State of Oregon it matters.
And, for this tiny community, a few
hundred thousand dollars has a signifi-
cant impact on the local taxpayer and
their services. They shouldn’t be made
to pay the bill.

I'm also working with Congressman
THOMPSON, to close a loophole that
would not allow us to recover for dam-
ages to Federal facilities by these
lawbreakers, this legislation would
allow the Federal Government to go
back to recover its costs from people
who willfully inflict this damage.

Let’s act now, put this matter to
rest, make the people in eastern Or-
egon whole, and discourage such reck-
less and dangerous behavior in the fu-
ture.
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