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WELCOMING REVEREND MALCOLM
J. BYRD

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to welcome Reverend Mal-
colm J. Byrd, the Pastor of Jackson
Memorial AME Zion Church in Hemp-
stead, New York, and to thank Rev-
erend Byrd for leading us in prayer on
the House floor today.

I first met Reverend Byrd 1 year ago
yesterday, just a few weeks after nine
Black men and women were murdered
inside Mother Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, South Carolina. Reverend
Byrd held a service and presented a
colorful patchwork quilt that the chil-
dren of his church created to send to
the Mother Emanuel congregation.

Leading us in prayer, Reverend Byrd
said that day: ‘O, God, there is a long
road that leads from Hempstead to
Charleston, but there is one thing that
makes us closer than the miles that
separate us: We are all part of the fam-
ily of God.”

Today, as we find ourselves once
again in the wake of tragic violence,
we are blessed to have Reverend Byrd
here with us. He is a man of God, a man
of faith, a man of peace and hope. He is
also a man of vision, a man who sees
America as it is, as it can be, as it
must and will be: a patchwork quilt in
which people of all colors and creeds
are sewn together as brothers and sis-
ters, united in our common humanity.

There is a long road that leads from
Hempstead to Orlando and to Baton
Rouge and to Falcon Heights and to
Dallas. There is a long road that leads
from Hempstead to Washington, D.C.,
but I thank God that Reverend Byrd
has traveled that road safely today. I
pray that we all take his message to
heart and never forget that, no matter
what distance lies between us or what
walls may divide us, we are all a part
of the family of God.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ARE
WITH DALLAS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of the
city of Dallas and all who call north
Texas home. Last week our community
experienced a horrific tragedy when
five police officers were murdered in
cold blood, and they were gunned down
while safeguarding a peaceful rally.

My thoughts and prayers continue to
be with the families, friends, and fellow
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law enforcement officers of the five
brave men we lost. I also pray for
peace, comfort, and for hearts to be
healed.

The memorial service in Dallas yes-
terday reminds us of what many Tex-
ans already know: we are a family.
While we may not always agree, all
Americans should have mutual respect
for one another, and we must have an
ultimate, mutual respect for our con-
stitutional rights, first and foremost
being life and liberty.

God bless Dallas. God bless America.

———
GOOD GUYS WITH GUNS

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, ever
since the Sandy Hook shooting, Repub-
licans have told us that the silver bul-
let solution to a bad guy with a gun is
a good guy with a gun.

After the Pulse nightclub massacre,
Donald Trump said it would have been
a beautiful sight if people had fired
back. Though Trump’s endorsement of
combining alcohol with firearms was
too extreme even for the NRA, they
still encourage people to carry guns to
campuses, public parks, and everyplace
else.

Let’s talk about the good guys with
guns. Twelve good guys, Dallas law en-
forcement officers, men and women,
trained to shoot, were stopped by one
bad guy. Five officers were killed and
seven were wounded.

Whether it is a security guard or an
entire police force, there is no stopping
a single bad guy with a military-style
assault rifle. If our best trained officers
can be thwarted, how could the average
shooter stop another shooter?

It is time for Congress to focus on
the needs of our constituents over gun
manufacturers’ profits. Instead of
flooding the streets with more guns,
let’s vote on commonsense gun laws.

———

HONORING TOM ALLGEIER’S SERV-
ICE TO THE KUHL HOSE COM-
PANY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise in recognition
of 60 years of dedicated service by
Thomas ‘“Tom’’ Allgeier to his commu-
nity as a volunteer firefighter. Since
1956, Tom has volunteered to serve the
citizens of Greene Township, Erie
County, as a member of the Kuhl Hose
Company. As a volunteer firefighter
myself, I know how important people
like Tom are to the communities they
serve.

Tom Allgeier joined the Kuhl Hose
Company at the age of 18, when the
company was in its early days. He has
held many positions during his 60 years
with the company, including fire chief,
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deputy chief, fire captain, first lieuten-
ant, and EMT. He has also served in ad-
ministrative roles for the department,
from president to vice president and
treasurer. He has chaired many fund-
raising committees and helped to raise
hundreds of thousands of dollars for
the department over the past six dec-
ades.

Tom remains among the leaders in
training, hours logged each year, both
in weekly drills and attending classes
to keep his training current. At 78
years old, Tom is still running emer-
gency calls.

I know I speak for countless members
of his community in applauding Tom’s
hard work and his dedication.

————

GUN VIOLENCE SHOULDN'T BE A
PARTISAN ISSUE

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California.
Madam Speaker, in the 1 month since
102 people were shot and 49 were killed
in Orlando, Republican leadership in
this House has done nothing to help
stop the kind of mass gun violence that
has claimed the lives of more than
34,000 people in the last 3% years. No
votes have been cast. No bills have
been debated. No proposals have even
been considered.

Our side wants background checks
and no fly, no buy so criminals, the
dangerously mentally ill, and terror-
ists can’t get guns. If you don’t like
our ideas, join with us and let’s find
common ground.

Gun violence shouldn’t be a partisan
issue. When deranged gunmen open fire
in a nightclub, a movie theater, a
school, or on policemen, they don’t
care if you are a Democrat or a Repub-
lican. Let’s pull together and address
this problem. It is within our power to
help save lives. Let’s not waste it.

SPEAKER RYAN’S “A BETTER
WAY” AGENDA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, in recent weeks,
Speaker of the House PAUL DAVIS RYAN
has presented the A Better Way agenda
on how to build a more confident
America. I am grateful for the Speaker
promoting A Better Way to defend
America’s families and create jobs.

Recent terrorist attacks at home and
overseas confirm what House Repub-
licans have warned about for years—
that the current foreign policy is fail-
ing. To promote peace through
strength to protect American families,
we need a real plan, one that protects
the homeland, defeats terrorism, tack-
les new threats, and defends freedom
around the world.

As the chairman of the House Armed
Services Subcommittee on Emerging
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Threats and Capabilities, I am grateful
that A Better Way emphasizes the im-
portance of combating new threats.
Each element of A Better Way presents
real solutions for the biggest problems
facing our Nation.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Congratulations Prime Minister The-
resa May for your success for the citi-
zens of the United Kingdom.

——————

ADDRESSING THE CALIFORNIA
DROUGHT

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, today I rise to
speak on the provisions included in the
fiscal year 2017 Interior appropriations
bill to address the California drought.

The language is well intentioned and
seeks to alleviate some of the issues
that we Californians are facing because
of the drought. However, we have to
take into account all impacts of in-
creased pumping and how it affects our
river ecosystems, our fishing economy,
and our wildlife associated with the
San Joaquin River.

I support increased pumping to aid
those affected by the drought, espe-
cially in the Central Valley. If you had
gone to see some of those homes, it is
really damaging.

But we also have to take a look at
the long-term impact. We need to look
at developing our long-term water sus-
tainability and our infrastructure, as
we have done in Orange County, in my
home district, where we were able to
avoid some of the terrible effects of
this drought because we invested, over
the last 15 years, in water reclamation
and water recapture. About 90 percent
of the water that we use in my home-
town is completely recycled.

As I have said before, we need to pass
drought legislation, and we need to lis-
ten to all of the stakeholders.

——————

75 YEARS IN THE TURKEY
INDUSTRY

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
anniversary of an outstanding Min-
nesota company that has been pro-
viding quality food for the past 75
years.

Jennie-O Foods markets over 1,500
products to more than 70 countries
around the world. Since its founding in
1940 by Earl B. Johnson, this company
has been recognized as a leader in the
turkey industry.

Jennie-O Foods had humble begin-
nings, which all began when Earl start-
ed raising turkeys while managing a
small creamery. Nine years later, Earl
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bought a turkey processing plant in
Willmar, Minnesota, and the company
flourished. Jennie-O Foods has had
nothing but success over the years
with the invention of products like the
first turkey hot dog, eventually catch-
ing the eye of another great Minnesota
company, Hormel Foods in 1986.

I want to not only congratulate Jen-
nie-O for their 75 years of success, but
I join the great State of Minnesota in
thanking them for their contribution
to our State and our Nation. We wish
you nothing but continued success.

———

PERKINS REAUTHORIZATION

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker,
last week the Committee on Education
and the Workforce unanimously re-
ported H.R. 5587, the Strengthening
CTE for the 21st Century Act, out of
committee. This bipartisan bill reau-
thorizes the Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act, which ex-
pired in 2012.

I am so proud to be an original co-
sponsor, and I would particularly like
to thank Representative G. T. THOMP-
SON from the great State of Pennsyl-
vania, my good friend and colleague
and co-chair of the CTE Caucus, for his
outstanding efforts to reauthorize
these programs. The program is cer-
tainly far better off where it is because
of his due diligence, the hard work that
he put into the bill.

Thanks also to Chairman KLINE and
Ranking Member ScOTT for their com-
mitment to bipartisanship on this crit-
ical legislation. As I said, it passed out
of committee unanimously. When does
that ever happen around here these
days?

H.R. 5587 is a bill that we can all be
proud of. It aligns skills training with
employer demands, allows teachers to
gain direct knowledge of workplace
skills, and ensures that all students
have access to high-quality CTE.

Madam Speaker, I urge you to bring
this bill to the floor at the earliest op-
portunity.

———
0 1215

FACEBOOK SUPPRESSING
CONSERVATIVE VIEWS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, recently, it was revealed that the
tech giant Facebook may have altered
its popular trending news section to

suppress conservative views.
Facebook’s CEO promised to make
changes.

Now it has been reported that

Facebook removed a viral video that
showed how media company NowThis
was editing footage of Donald Trump
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to make him seem insensitive and rac-
ist. And last week, a gun range owner
in Houston, Texas, said his Facebook
page had been blocked after he adver-
tised free concealed handgun classes.

If these allegations are true,
Facebook will not be a credible source
of information for the American peo-
ple. Let’s hope that Facebook will dem-
onstrate it has no bias against conserv-
atives.

————
21ST CENTURY HEARTLAND TOUR

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I
proudly come from a rural district in
the State of Illinois. We have some of
the best farmland anywhere in the
world and what I would consider to be
some of the hardest workers in Amer-
ica. But too often, communities like
ours have been left behind or left out.

We have had manufacturing jobs that
have been sent overseas. We have had
access to health care that has been
very challenging. Net farm income has
dropped. Many of our rural commu-
nities are without high-speed Internet.
That hurts our businesses and even af-
fects our children doing their home-
work.

But even with these challenges, rural
America holds tremendous potential.
That is why I am kicking off what I am
calling the 21st Century Heartland
Tour. I am doing this to put Illinoisans
in rural communities back to work, po-
sition ourselves to lead the Nation in
clean energy, and to support our grow-
ers and producers who put food on the
table of millions of Americans every
single day.

Madam Speaker, let’s work together
to ensure a strong and thriving 21st
century heartland.

———

ADDRESSING OPIOID PROBLEM
WITHIN MEDICARE

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker,
last week, the House passed a com-
prehensive opioid bill.

I am pleased my Medicare part D
drug management program was in-
cluded in this legislation to help ad-
dress the growing opioid problem with-
in Medicare.

This measure, which has the support
of CMS and is recommended by the in-
spector general and GAO, would lever-
age a program successfully used in
commercial insurance, Medicaid, and
TRICARE.

The growth in commonly prescribed
opioids in part D increased by 56 per-
cent from 2006 to 2014. This part D drug
management program will help address
this growing opioid problem within the
Medicare program while assuring those
who need medications will have access
to their prescriptions.
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