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the museum and library in Lexington,
Virginia, as the National George C.
Marshall Museum and Library.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank our col-
league from Roanoke for his leadership
and the entire Virginia delegation for
supporting the resolution. I urge sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

I am pleased we are advancing a bi-
partisan proposal today, one that
means a great deal to the people in my
home State of Virginia and to my fel-
low Members from Virginia here with
us today, to designate the George C.
Marshall Museum and the George C.
Marshall Library as the National
George C. Marshall Museum and Li-
brary. We do this to honor a great
American hero and his enduring leg-
acy. I urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BRAT) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution,
H. Con. Res. 138.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

STRENGTHENING TRANSPARENCY
IN HIGHER EDUCATION ACT

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3178) to simplify and streamline
the information regarding institutions
of higher education made publicly
available by the Secretary of Edu-
cation, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3178

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Strength-
ening Transparency in Higher Education
Act”.

SEC. 2. COLLEGE DASHBOARD WEBSITE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 132 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1015a)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘first-
time,”’;

(B) in paragraph (3) in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘first-
time,”’; and

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking
time,”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘first-
time,”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘first-
time,”’;

“first-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(3) by striking subsections (c¢) through (g),
(J), and (1);

(4) by redesignating subsections (h), (i),
and (k) as subsections (¢), (d), and (e), respec-
tively; and

(5) by striking subsection (d) (as so redesig-
nated) and inserting the following new sub-
section:

¢‘(d) CONSUMER INFORMATION.—

“(1) AVAILABILITY OF TITLE IV INSTITUTION
INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall develop
and make publicly available a website to be
known as the ‘College Dashboard website’ in
accordance with this section and promi-
nently display on such website, in simple,
understandable, and unbiased terms for the
most recent academic year for which satis-
factory data are available, the following in-
formation with respect to each institution of
higher education that participates in a pro-
gram under title IV:

‘“(A) A link to the website of the institu-
tion.

‘(B) An identification of the type of insti-
tution as one of the following:

‘(1) A four-year public institution of high-
er education.

‘“(i1) A four-year private, nonprofit institu-
tion of higher education.

‘“(iii) A four-year private, for-profit insti-
tution of higher education.

‘“(iv) A two-year public institution of high-
er education.

‘“(v) A two-year private, nonprofit institu-
tion of higher education.

‘“(vi) A two-year private, for-profit institu-
tion of higher education.

‘“(vii) A less than two-year public institu-
tion of higher education.

‘“(viii) A less than two-year private, non-
profit institution of higher education.

‘“(ix) A less than two-year private, for-prof-
it institution of higher education.

‘“(C) The number of students enrolled at
the institution—

‘(i) as undergraduate students; and

‘“(ii) as graduate students, if applicable.

‘(D) The student-faculty ratio.

‘‘(E) The percentage of degree-seeking or
certificate-seeking undergraduate students
enrolled at the institution who obtain a de-
gree or certificate within—

‘(i) 100 percent of the normal time for
completion of, or graduation from, the pro-
gram in which the student is enrolled;

‘“(ii) 150 percent of the normal time for
completion of, or graduation from, the pro-
gram in which the student is enrolled; and

‘“(iii) 200 percent of the normal time for
completion of, or graduation from, the pro-
gram in which the student is enrolled.

‘“(F) The average net price per year for un-
dergraduate students receiving Federal stu-
dent financial aid under title IV based on an
income category selected by the user from a
list containing the following income cat-
egories:

‘(1) $0 to $30,000.

““(ii) $30,001 to $48,000.

€“(iii) $48,001 to $75,000.

“(iv) $75,001 to $110,000.

““(v) $110,001 to $150,000.

““(vi) Over $150,000.

‘(G) A link to the net price calculator for
such institution.

‘“(H) The percentage of undergraduate stu-
dents who obtained a certificate or degree
from the institution who borrowed Federal
student loans under title IV, and the average
Federal student loan debt incurred by an un-
dergraduate student who obtained a certifi-
cate or degree from the institution and bor-
rowed Federal student loans under title IV in
the course of obtaining such certificate or
degree.

‘(I) A link to national and regional data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on start-
ing salaries in all major occupations.

H4603

““(J) A link to the webpage of the institu-
tion containing campus safety data with re-
spect to such institution.

‘“(2) OTHER INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall publish on Internet webpages that are
linked to through the College Dashboard
website for the most recent academic year
for which satisfactory data is available the
following information with respect to each
institution of higher education that partici-
pates in a program under title IV:

‘“(A) ENROLLMENT.—

‘(i) The percentages of male and female
undergraduate students enrolled at the insti-
tution.

‘“(ii) The percentages of undergraduate stu-
dents enrolled at the institution—

(D full-time; and

““(II) less than full-time.

‘“(iii) In the case of an institution other
than an institution that provides all courses
and programs through distance education, of
the undergraduate students enrolled at the
institution—

‘“(I) the percentage of such students who
are from the State in which the institution
is located;

‘“(IT) the percentage of such students who
are from other States; and

“(IIT) the percentage of such students who
are international students.

‘““(iv) The percentages of undergraduate
students enrolled at the institution,
disaggregated by—

“(I) race and ethnic background;

“(IT) classification as a student with a dis-
ability;

““(IIT) recipients of a Federal Pell Grant;

“(IV) recipients of assistance under a tui-
tion assistance program conducted by the
Department of Defense under section 1784a or
2007 of title 10, United States Code, or other
authorities available to the Department of
Defense or veterans’ education benefits (as
defined in section 480); and

(V) recipients of a Federal student loan
under title IV.

‘“(B) COMPLETION.—The information re-
quired under paragraph (1)(E), disaggregated
by—

‘(i) recipients of a Federal Pell Grant;

‘“(ii) recipients of a loan made under part D
of title IV (other than a Federal Direct Un-
subsidized Stafford Loan) who did not re-
ceive a Federal Pell Grant;

‘“(iii) individuals who did not receive a
Federal Pell Grant or a loan made under part
D of title IV (other than a Federal Direct
Unsubsidized Stafford Loan);

‘“(iv) race and ethnic background;

‘“(v) classification as a student with a dis-
ability;

“‘(vi) recipients of assistance under a tui-
tion assistance program conducted by the
Department of Defense under section 1784a or
2007 of title 10, United States Code, or other
authorities available to the Department of
Defense or veterans’ education benefits (as
defined in section 480); and

‘“(vii) male and female.

“(C) CosTSs.—

‘(i) The cost of attendance for full-time
undergraduate students enrolled in the insti-
tution who live on campus.

‘‘(ii) The cost of attendance for full-time
undergraduate students enrolled in the insti-
tution who live off campus.

‘‘(iii) The cost of tuition and fees for full-
time undergraduate students enrolled in the
institution.

‘“(iv) The cost of tuition and fees per credit
hour or credit hour equivalency for under-
graduate students enrolled in the institution
less than full time.

‘“(v) In the case of a public institution of
higher education (other than an institution
described in clause (vi)) and notwithstanding
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subsection (b)(1), the costs described in
clauses (i) and (ii) for—

“(D full-time students enrolled in the in-
stitution who are residents of the State in
which the institution is located; and

““(IT) full-time students enrolled in the in-
stitution who are not residents of such
State.

‘(vi) In the case of a public institution of
higher education that offers different tuition
rates for students who are residents of a geo-
graphic subdivision smaller than a State and
students not located in such geographic sub-
division and notwithstanding subsection
(b)(1), the costs described in clauses (i) and
(ii) for—

“(I) full-time students enrolled at the in-
stitution who are residents of such geo-
graphic subdivision;

““(IT) full-time students enrolled at the in-
stitution who are residents of the State in
which the institution is located but not resi-
dents of such geographic subdivision; and

“(IIT) full-time students enrolled at the in-
stitution who are not residents of such
State.

(D) FINANCIAL AID.—

‘(i) The average annual grant amount (in-
cluding Federal, State, and institutional aid)
awarded to an undergraduate student en-
rolled at the institution who receives finan-
cial aid.

‘“(ii) The percentage of undergraduate stu-
dents enrolled at the institution receiving
Federal, State, and institutional grants, stu-
dent loans, and any other type of student fi-
nancial assistance known by the institution,
provided publicly or through the institution,
such as Federal work-study funds.

‘‘(iii) The cohort default rate (as defined in
section 435(m)) for such institution.

‘“(E) FACULTY INFORMATION.—

‘(i) The ratio of the number of course sec-
tions taught by part-time instructors to the
number of course sections taught by full-
time faculty, disaggregated by course sec-
tions intended primarily for undergraduate
students and course sections intended pri-
marily for graduate students.

‘‘(ii) The mean and median years of em-
ployment for part-time instructors.

*“(3) OTHER DATA MATTERS.—

“(A) COMPLETION DATA.—The Commis-
sioner of Education Statistics shall ensure
that the information required under para-
graph (1)(E) includes information with re-
spect to all students at an institution, in-
cluding students other than first-time, full-
time students and students who transfer to
another institution, in a manner that the
Commissioner considers appropriate.

‘(B) ADJUSTMENT OF INCOME CATEGORIES.—
The Secretary may annually adjust the
range of each of the income categories de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(F) to account for a
change in the Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers as determined by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics if the Secretary de-
termines an adjustment is necessary.

‘‘(4) INSTITUTIONAL COMPARISON.—The Sec-
retary shall include on the College Dash-
board website a method for users to easily
compare the information required under
paragraphs (1) and (2) between institutions.

() UPDATES.—

‘““(A) DATA.—The Secretary shall update
the College Dashboard website not less than
annually.

‘‘(B) TECHNOLOGY AND FORMAT.—The Sec-
retary shall regularly assess the format and
technology of the College Dashboard website
and make any changes or updates that the
Secretary considers appropriate.

¢“(6) CONSUMER TESTING.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In developing and main-
taining the College Dashboard website, the
Secretary, in consultation with appropriate
departments and agencies of the Federal
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Government, shall conduct consumer testing
with appropriate persons, including current
and prospective college students, family
members of such students, institutions of
higher education, and experts, to ensure that
the College Dashboard website is usable and
easily understandable and provides useful
and relevant information to students and
families.

‘(B) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES.—The
Secretary shall submit to the authorizing
committees any recommendations that the
Secretary considers appropriate for changing
the information required to be provided on
the College Dashboard website under para-
graphs (1) and (2) based on the results of the
consumer testing conducted under subpara-
graph (A).

““(7T) PROVISION OF APPROPRIATE LINKS TO
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AFTER SUBMISSION OF
FAFSA.—The Secretary shall provide to each
student who submits a Free Application for
Federal Student Aid described in section 483
a link to the webpage of the College Dash-
board website that contains the information
required under paragraph (1) for each institu-
tion of higher education such student in-
cludes on such Application.

¢“(8) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with each appro-
priate head of a department or agency of the
Federal Government, shall ensure to the
greatest extent practicable that any infor-
mation related to higher education that is
published by such department or agency is
consistent with the information published on
the College Dashboard website.

‘(90 REFERENCES TO COLLEGE NAVIGATOR
WEBSITE.—Any reference in this Act to the
College Navigator website shall be consid-
ered a reference to the College Dashboard
website.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.),
as amended by subsection (a) of this section,
is further amended—

(1) in section 131(h) (20 U.S.C. 1015(h)), by
striking ‘‘College Navigator’” and inserting
‘‘College Dashboard’’; and

(2) in section 132(a) (20 U.S.C. 1015a(a)), by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘(1) COLLEGE DASHBOARD WEBSITE.—The
term ‘College Dashboard website’ means the
College Dashboard website required under
subsection (d).”.

(c) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall develop and publish the College
Dashboard website required under section 132
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1015a), as amended by subsections (a) and (b)
of this section, not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) COLLEGE NAVIGATOR WEBSITE MAINTE-
NANCE.—The Secretary shall maintain the
College Navigator website required under
section 132 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1015a), as in effect the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act, in
the manner required under the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, as in effect on such day,
until the College Dashboard website referred
to in subsection (c) is complete and publicly
available on the Internet.

SEC. 3. NET PRICE CALCULATORS.

Subsection (c) of section 132 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1015a), as re-
designated by section 2(a)(4) of this Act, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (6); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

‘(4) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NET PRICE
CALCULATORS.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of the Strength-
ening Transparency in Higher Education
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Act, a net price calculator for an institution
of higher education shall meet the following
requirements:

““(A) The link for the calculator shall—

‘‘(i) be clearly labeled as a net price calcu-
lator and prominently, clearly, and conspicu-
ously posted in locations on the website of
such institution where information on costs
and aid is provided and any other location
that the institution considers appropriate;
and

‘‘(ii) match in size and font to the other
prominent links on the webpage where the
link for the calculator is displayed.

‘(B) The webpage displaying the results for
the calculator shall specify at least the fol-
lowing information:

‘(i) The net price (as calculated under sub-
section (a)(2)) for such institution, which
shall be the most visually prominent figure
on the results screen.

‘“(ii) Cost of attendance, including—

‘(I) tuition and fees;

“(IT) average annual cost of room and
board for the institution for a full-time un-
dergraduate student enrolled in the institu-
tion;

“(IITI) average annual cost of books and
supplies for a full-time undergraduate stu-
dent enrolled in the institution; and

“(IV) estimated cost of other expenses (in-
cluding personal expenses and transpor-
tation) for a full-time undergraduate student
enrolled in the institution.

‘“(iii) Estimated total need-based grant aid
and merit-based grant aid from Federal,
State, and institutional sources that may be
available to a full-time undergraduate stu-
dent.

‘‘(iv) Percentage of the full-time under-
graduate students enrolled in the institution
that received any type of grant aid described
in clause (iii).

‘“(v) The disclaimer described in paragraph
(6).

‘“(vi) In the case of a calculator that—

“(I) includes questions to estimate the eli-
gibility of a student or prospective student
for veterans’ education benefits (as defined
in section 480) or educational benefits for ac-
tive duty service members, such benefits are
displayed on the results screen in a manner
that clearly distinguishes such benefits from
the grant aid described in clause (iii); or

‘“(II) does not include questions to esti-
mate eligibility for the benefits described in
subclause (I), the results screen indicates
that certain students (or prospective stu-
dents) may qualify for such benefits and in-
cludes a link to information about such ben-
efits.

‘(C) The institution shall populate the cal-
culator with data from an academic year
that is not more than 2 academic years prior
to the most recent academic year.

‘(6) PROHIBITION ON USE OF DATA COLLECTED
BY THE NET PRICE CALCULATOR.—A net price
calculator for an institution of higher edu-
cation shall—

‘“(A) clearly indicate which questions are
required to be completed for an estimate of
the net price from the calculator;

‘(B) in the case of a calculator that re-
quests contact information from users, clear-
ly mark such requests as optional and pro-
vide for an estimate of the net price from the
calculator without requiring users to enter
such information; and

‘(C) prohibit any personally identifiable
information provided by users from being
sold or made available to third parties.”.
SEC. 4. FUNDING.

(a) USE OF EXISTING FUNDS.—Of the
amount authorized to be appropriated to the
Department of Education to maintain the
College Navigator website, $1,000,000 shall be
available to carry out this Act and the
amendments made by this Act.
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(b) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—NO
funds are authorized by this Act to be appro-
priated to carry out this Act or the amend-
ments made by this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RIGELL). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER) and
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

[ 1615

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3178.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 3178,
the Strengthening Transparency in
Higher HEducation Act, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

For many Americans, access to high-
er education is a critical step in
achieving the American Dream. How-
ever, as young men and women enter
into the college selection process, they
are too often faced with a complex
maze of options, a lack of clear and
consistent information, and a com-
plicated and burdensome financial aid
system.

Congress made a number of reforms
in 2008 to provide students and their
families with more information on col-
leges and universities. Students are
now better equipped to make informed
decisions about where they choose to
pursue a postsecondary education. But,
unfortunately, some of these initia-
tives have only added to confusion
faced by students and families as they
make their higher education decisions,
so more needs to be done.

Too often, information that is avail-
able does not take into account the
number of current students who enroll
in higher education and lacks other im-
portant crucial information that may
impact the decisions being made by
students and their families. That is
why Representative FOXX and I, along
with many of our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, have introduced this
important legislation.

The Strengthening Transparency in
Higher Education Act makes signifi-
cant improvements to the trans-
parency gaps that currently exist with-
in our current higher education sys-
tem, including completion rates for
Pell grant recipients. It will help en-
sure all available data is straight-
forward, useful, and relevant for to-
day’s students.

By streamlining the maze of informa-
tion into a consumer-tested College
Dashboard, we can provide better infor-
mation on enrollment, completion
rates, and average student loan debt.
Students can more easily form side-by-
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side comparisons of the colleges and
universities that they are considering.

Currently, the Secretary of Edu-
cation is only required to publish infor-
mation on first-time students who at-
tend class full-time, ignoring a large
part of the current college population.
This legislation will ensure available
information is better reflective of all
students, both traditional and contem-
porary, and new and prospective stu-
dents have a clearer picture of all op-
tions that are available to them.

The Strengthening Transparency in
Higher Education Act takes steps to
improve coordination among Federal
agencies by requiring the Secretary of
Education to work with other depart-
ments and agencies to ensure that any
information related to higher edu-
cation that they publish is consistent
with the College Dashboard. This will
help to avoid duplicative efforts and re-
duce confusion for students.

With these reforms, we can ensure
that students have all the information
they need to make the best decisions
for their futures. By working together,
we can help make the dream of obtain-
ing a college degree a reality for more
Americans.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3178, the Strengthening Transparency
in Higher Education Act, and I want to
thank the gentleman from Indiana for
joining me today in managing the bill.
I want to also thank Ms. FOXX, chair of
the Subcommittee on Higher Edu-
cation and Workforce Training, for her
hard work on this bill. I also want to
thank our chairman, JOHN KLINE, and
ranking member, BOBBY ScoTT, for
their leadership.

No matter which side of the aisle we
are on, we can all agree that, by help-
ing people get an education, we are
benefiting both the individual and the
American economy. In today’s world,
getting an education means more than
grade school and high school; it means
higher education as well.

H.R. 3178 will help more Americans
get a college education, and it does so
by helping college students and poten-
tial college students and their families
get more of the information they need
to make the tough financial decision
that go along with a college education.

With more than 7,000 colleges and
universities nationwide to choose from,
the college application process can be
quite overwhelming for students and
their families. H.R. 3178 helps to bridge
the information gap by creating a new
online tool for students and families
called the College Dashboard, to be
managed by the U.S. Department of
Education. This Web site will replace
the cumbersome College Navigator and
compile information submitted by in-
stitutions on enrollment, graduation
rates, costs, financial aid, and faculty
status. The bill will also streamline ex-
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isting efforts at the Federal level to re-
duce confusion, and require better co-
ordination by Federal agencies to avoid
duplication.

A bill like H.R. 3178 is particularly
important for students in America who
come from areas like the one I rep-
resent, the Northern Mariana Islands,
that are geographically remote. Stu-
dents from my district cannot hop in
the car with their parents and drive
around the country looking at colleges.
It costs thousands of dollars to fly off
island, as we say; and for families who
come from some of the poorer areas of
our Nation, like the one I represent,
those thousands of dollars that would
be spent to look at colleges would be
better spent paying tuition, buying
books, or covering the cost of room and
board.

Having more information readily
available about the cost of any par-
ticular college and the return on in-
vestment that graduates of that col-
lege can expect is also critically impor-
tant for students and families who
often are investing in a college edu-
cation for the first time. Making an in-
vestment like that for families that
have never sent anyone to college is a
leap of faith, a huge risk, and if we can
help reduce the risk, or give those fam-
ilies a better sense of the value of the
financial sacrifices they will have to
make to pay for college, then we
should do so.

By supplying key information about
the colleges online on the College
Dashboard, as this measure does, it
would help bridge the geographic and
socioeconomic gaps that can be a bar-
rier for bright, hardworking, and ambi-
tious students everywhere in America
to get a college degree. When we can do
that, we are helping these individuals
have a more productive, satisfying life,
and we are helping our Nation remain
productive and competitive in our
world economy.

Again, I want to thank Chairwoman
Foxx for the opportunity to work with
her on this important and meaningful
legislation. I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3178, the Strengthening
Transparency in Higher Education Act.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to
thank the gentleman from the North-
ern Mariana Islands for his leadership
on this important bill and all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
their hard work on this bipartisan leg-
islation.

Going through the college decision
application process should be an expe-
rience students look forward to as they
plan the next stage of their lives. The
Strengthening Transparency in Higher
Education Act makes the reforms nec-
essary to ensure the information avail-
able to students is more accessible, rel-
evant, and helpful as they go through
that process.

I am pleased with the good work we
have been able to do here on Capitol
Hill.
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I want to thank Chairwoman FOXX
for her leadership on this bill as well.

I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 3178, the “Strength-
ening Transparency in Higher Education Act,”
which streamlines and simplifies information
regarding institutions of higher education.

At a time when American innovation and in-
tellectual growth is critical to maintaining our
country’s global economic leadership, higher
education is an indispensable means of ensur-
ing the next generation can uphold the excep-
tionally high standards of American innovation.

As the founder and chair of the Children’s
Caucus, and a longtime advocate for edu-
cation opportunities for students at every
stage, | know this nation can do better.

In order to ensure tomorrow’s economic,
academic, and political leaders are the best
our nation has to offer, higher education op-
portunities must be available and accessible to
all.

| support the “Strengthening Transparency
in Higher Education Act” because it makes an
important contribution in ensuring higher edu-
cation remains accessible and possible for all
students.

In particular, H.R. 3178 simplifies available
information on higher education opportunities
by developing and making publicly available a
website known as the “College Dashboard
Website” that will streamline available informa-
tion about participating institutions in a readily-
accessible manner.

The information on this website will include:

(1) A link to the website of the institution, as
well as an identification of the type of institu-
tion;

(2) Information about the institution including
its attendance, student-faculty ratio, and per-
centage of degree-seeking or certificate-seek-
ing undergraduate students enrolled at the in-
stitution who obtain their degree or certificate
within a particular time frame;

(3) Financial information including average
net price per year and availability of financial
aid; and

(4) Data about campus safety, as well as re-
gional and national data regarding starting sal-
aries in all major occupations.

The “College Dashboard Website,” more-
over, will include links to more exhaustive data
regarding enrollment, completion, costs, finan-
cial aid, faculty, and institutional comparison.

Finally, the “College Dashboard Website”
will include links that provide net price calcula-
tors for participating institutions of higher edu-
cation.

These resources being made available to
the education marketplace will provide impor-
tant information to students and their families
in their search for the best education value
possible.

As an effort to simplify the public’'s access
to institutions of higher education, H.R. 3178
represents a crucial step in bolstering the ac-
cessibility of education in America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MESSER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3178, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HBCU CAPITAL FINANCING
IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5530) to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to modify certain
provisions relating to the capital fi-
nancing of historically Black colleges
and universities, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5530

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “HBCU Capital
Financing Improvement Act’’.

SEC. 2. BOND INSURANCE.

Section 343 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1066b) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘escrow account’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘bond insurance fund’’;
and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘an’’ and in-
serting “‘a’’; and

(B) in paragraph (8), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by striking “an’’ and insert-
ing “‘a’.

SEC. 3. STRENGTHENING
ANCE.

Paragraph (9) of section 345 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1066d) is
amended to read as follows:

“(9) may, directly or by grant or contract,
provide financial counseling and technical as-
sistance to eligible institutions to prepare the in-
stitutions to qualify, apply for, and maintain a
capital improvement loan, including a loan
under this part; and’’.

SEC. 4. HBCU CAPITAL FINANCING ADVISORY
BOARD.

Paragraph (2) of section 347(c) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1066f(c)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(2) REPORT.—On an annual basis, the Advi-
sory Board shall prepare and submit to the au-
thorizing committees a report on the status of
the historically Black colleges and universities
described in paragraph (1)(A). That report shall
also include—

“(A) an overview of all loans in the capital fi-
nancing program, including the most recent
loans awarded in the fiscal year in which the
report is submitted; and

““(B) administrative and legislative rec-
ommendations, as needed, for addressing the
issues related to construction financing facing
historically Black colleges and universities.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms.
ADAMS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5530.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?
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There was no objection.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 5530,
the HBCU Capital Financing Improve-
ment Act, and I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5530 is one of a
number of bills on the floor today with
a common purpose: improving our
country’s higher education system—
something that has been a priority of
mine for a very long time.

As a member of the Alabama State
Board of Education and as chancellor
of the Alabama Department of Postsec-
ondary Education, I worked to ensure
that schools in our State were pre-
paring students to succeed. As a mem-
ber of the House Education and the
Workforce Committee, I have contin-
ued that focus and worked to deliver
solutions that will provide all students
with the quality education they de-
serve, and that is why I stand here
today.

An important part of helping stu-
dents succeed is making sure schools
and institutions have what they need
to serve them well. That is exactly
what H.R. 5530 will do.

The bill reforms a program known as
the HBCU Capital Financing Program.
Congress created this program to pro-
vide Historically Black Colleges and
Universities with low-cost capital they
can use to make infrastructure im-
provements. It acts as a loan guarantee
program so that these institutions can
finance or refinance repairs, renova-
tions, and construction on their cam-
puses.

The program also includes an advi-
sory board that is intended to inform
the Department of Education on the
capital needs of HBCUs, how those
needs can be met through the program,
and how the program can be improved.

H.R. 5530 will improve access to the
HBCU Capital Financing Program by
helping schools better understand the
resources available to them. It will
also strengthen the oversight program,
reinforcing the duties of its advisory
board by requiring it to report annu-
ally to Congress on the program’s fi-
nancial health. These are simple re-
forms that will help HBCUs better
serve their students and ensure tax-
payer dollars are being well-spent.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank the gentleman from Alabama
also for serving as co-chair of the bi-
partisan HBCU Caucus and cospon-
soring this bill.

I am here today to encourage all of
my colleagues to support the HBCU
Capital Financing Improvement Act.
This bipartisan legislation seeks to off-
set inequities faced by Historically
Black Colleges and Universities in the
private bond market by making im-
provements to the HBCU Capital Fi-
nancing Program, a program that pro-
vides low-cost capital to finance infra-
structure improvements at HBCUs.
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