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Code, occurring after the date of enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 9. REGULATIONS. 

Not later than two years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Special Counsel 
shall prescribe such regulations as may be 
necessary to perform the functions of the 
Special Counsel under subchapter II of chap-
ter 12 of title 5, United States Code, includ-
ing regulations necessary to carry out sec-
tions 1213, 1214, and 1215 of such title, and 
any functions required due to the amend-
ments made by this Act. Such regulations 
shall be published in the Federal Register. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman 
from Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of my bill, 

H.R. 4639, the Thoroughly Investigating 
Retaliation Against Whistleblowers 
Act. 

This is a bill to reauthorize the Office 
of Special Counsel, or OSC, over the 
next 5 years. The bipartisan legislation 
was passed unanimously out of the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee. It also has the support of 
the whistleblower community. 

Mr. Speaker, OSC is tasked with a 
variety of responsibilities, including 
policing whistleblower retaliation 
across the entire executive branch, an 
immense responsibility. 

OSC’s last reauthorization expired in 
2007, so this bill is long overdue. 

In addition to reauthorizing the 
agency, this bill aims to give OSC the 
tools it needs to continue the good 
work it is already doing. For example, 
this legislation would ensure that OSC 
has the access to agency records that it 
needs. Agencies should not be able to 
stonewall OSC to stop the Special 
Counsel from investigating retaliation 
within their agency. 

Like inspectors general, OSC must 
have access to agency information in 
order to properly conduct the duties 
they are charged with by Congress. 
OSC is part of the executive branch, 
just the same as the agencies that Spe-
cial Counsel oversees, so those agencies 
should not be able to invoke legal 
privileges to withhold information. 
Take the attorney-client privilege as 
an example. These agencies all rep-
resent the same client—the Federal 
Government—which works for the tax-
payer. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill also allows OSC 
to use a simplified process to close out 
duplicate complaints so it can focus its 

resources on new whistleblower allega-
tions. It puts a statute of limitations 
on whistleblower retaliation cases of 3 
years, after which documents and wit-
ness recollections can be hard to ob-
tain. These steps will help to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of OSC 
operations. 

Mr. Speaker, OSC has an immensely 
important role to play in protecting 
whistleblowers, helping to root out 
waste, fraud, and abuse. I believe this 
bill will be good for the agency and 
good for the whistleblowers that they 
are charged to protect. 

I urge that we pass it here in the 
House of Representatives. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 4639, a bill to reauthorize the 
Office of Special Counsel. 

I thank Ranking Member CUMMINGS 
and Representatives CONNOLLY, BLUM, 
and MEADOWS for their leadership in 
crafting this bipartisan bill. 

While the Office of Special Counsel 
plays a vital role in the Federal Gov-
ernment, the Office of Special Counsel, 
or OSC, protects Federal employees, 
especially whistleblowers, from prohib-
ited personnel practices, such as dis-
crimination, retaliation, and improper 
hiring practices. 

OSC also serves as a safe place for 
Federal whistleblowers to disclose 
wrongdoings. The agency also safe-
guards the preference and employment 
rights of veterans, guardsmen, and re-
servists to ensure that they are not dis-
advantaged or discriminated against 
because of their service. 

Reauthorization of OSC is long over-
due. The last statutory authorization 
for the agency expired in fiscal year 
2007. This bill will authorize nearly $26 
million in annual funding for OSC for 
the fiscal years 2017 through 2020. 

I commend current Special Counsel, 
Carolyn Lerner, for her leadership and 
work in making the OSC a more effec-
tive investigative body. 

This bill would make changes that 
would help OSC conduct investigations 
and hold agencies accountable when 
wrongdoing is identified. For example, 
the bill would provide OSC with clear 
authority to obtain information from 
agencies during an investigation. Pro-
viding this authority to OSC would 
make clear that agencies must cooper-
ate in the same way Congress expects 
agencies to cooperate with the inspec-
tors general and GAO. 

If disclosing certain information 
could interfere with an ongoing crimi-
nal investigation or prosecution, this 
measure would allow the attorney gen-
eral or an inspector general to with-
hold access to such information. 

This bill would also increase agency 
accountability when allegations of 
misconduct are substantiated. Agen-
cies that fail to implement a rec-
ommendation made by OSC will be re-
quired to explain why they have failed 
to take such actions. 

This legislation is critically impor-
tant for ensuring that Federal employ-
ees have a venue for seeking redress 
against prohibited personnel practices. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of this legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge adop-

tion of the bill. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 

to be a cosponsor of this legislation to reau-
thorize the Office of Special Counsel. I thank 
Representatives BLUM, CONNOLLY, and MEAD-
OWS, as well as Chairman CHAFFETZ, for work-
ing with me in such a bipartisan way on this 
legislation. 

As my colleagues know, one of my top pri-
orities as Ranking Member of the Oversight 
Committee is the protection of federal employ-
ees from discrimination and retaliation. 

The Office of Special Counsel plays an es-
pecially important role in ensuring that the 
work environment of federal employees is free 
of such prohibited personnel practices. OSC’s 
last reauthorization ended in 2007. It is unac-
ceptable that OSC still hasn’t been authorized 
nearly ten years later. 

This legislation would reauthorize OSC 
through 2020, and it would make changes to 
help OSC be more effective. For example, it 
would make clear that OSC is entitled to ac-
cess agency information in its investigations. 

This bill would also allow OSC to hold agen-
cies more accountable for whistleblower retal-
iation. Under the bill, if an agency substan-
tiates a whistleblower disclosure from OSC but 
fails to take a recommended corrective action, 
the agency must explain why it failed to take 
the action. This legislation would strengthen 
the tools available to OSC for addressing and 
correcting retaliation and discrimination in the 
federal workplace. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in sup-
porting passage of H.R. 4639. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 4639, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARY ELEANORA MCCOY POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5028) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10721 E. Jefferson Ave in De-
troit, Michigan, as the ‘‘Mary Eleanora 
McCoy Post Office Building’’, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5028 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MARY E. MCCOY POST OFFICE BUILD-

ING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 10721 
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E Jefferson Ave in Detroit, Michigan, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Mary E. 
McCoy Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Mary E. McCoy Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman 
from Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 5028, 

introduced by my colleague on the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, Representative BRENDA 
LAWRENCE of Michigan. 

The bill designates a post office in 
Detroit, Michigan, as the Mary 
Eleanora McCoy Post Office Building. 

Born in an underground railroad sta-
tion, Mrs. McCoy was a dedicated advo-
cate for women’s and civil rights in the 
19th century. 

I look forward to learning more 
about Mrs. McCoy from the sponsor of 
this bill and a fellow member of the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, Representative LAWRENCE. 

I urge Members to support this bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to sponsor 
H.R. 5028, a bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service 
located at 10721 East Jefferson Avenue 
in Detroit, Michigan, as the Mary 
Eleanora McCoy Post Office Building. 

It brings me great pride that my first 
bill considered before the House sur-
rounds the United States Postal Serv-
ice and Mary McCoy, an activist who 
was able to provide housing, education, 
health care, and economic support to 
women and children during the Jim 
Crow era. I spent almost 30 years in the 
Postal Service and saw firsthand the 
importance of these government agen-
cies to communities throughout the 
country. They are central to every 
American city and provide a vital serv-
ice to senior citizens on a daily basis. 

Today I stand in recognition of Mary 
McCoy, a woman who organized and 
provided essential services to African 
Americans and other minorities who 
lacked access to adequate medical 
care, housing options, and education, 
all at a time when women lacked basic 
voting rights. 

The daughter of two escaped slaves, 
Mary McCoy was born in an under-
ground railroad station in 1846. Mary 
rose to become a philanthropist and 
leader of the African American and fe-
male populations in Michigan, bringing 
these diverse communities together in 
a time of great divide. 

Through the establishment of organi-
zations and group homes, Mary was 
able to provide support, safety, and 
community for women and children 
throughout Michigan. 

The wife of the renowned innovator, 
Elijah McCoy, Mary forever changed 
the cultural landscape in the United 
States for African Americans and 
women, developing innovative methods 
to support both communities. Mary es-
tablished scholarships for children of 
former slaves and gave shelter to or-
phans and senior citizens throughout 
Michigan. 

Mary was able to provide these essen-
tial services by founding and sup-
porting some of Michigan’s most 
prominent women’s clubs and organiza-
tions. These groups include, but are 
not limited to, the Michigan State As-
sociation of Colored Women, the 
McCoy Home for Colored Children, and 
the Phyllis Wheatley Home for Aged 
Colored Women. 

Mary McCoy worked her entire life to 
alleviate the racism, sexism, and 
ageism that plagued our Nation. She 
lived to see a cultural shift in America 
that went far beyond the 15th and 19th 
amendments. 

Dying at the age of 77 from injuries 
sustained in a car crash, Mary McCoy 
will always be remembered as a hero 
for her work in sheltering the home-
less, healing the sick, and supporting 
many of Michigan’s most charitable 
endeavors. 

I urge the passage of H.R. 5028. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

b 1530 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
adoption of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 5028, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 10721 E Jefferson Ave in 
Detroit, Michigan, as the ‘Mary E. 
McCoy Post Office Building’ ’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ED PASTOR POST OFFICE 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4010) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 522 North Central Avenue in 

Phoenix, Arizona, as the ‘‘Ed Pastor 
Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4010 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ED PASTOR POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 522 
North Central Avenue in Phoenix, Arizona, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ed 
Pastor Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Ed Pastor Post Of-
fice’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman 
from Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of H.R. 4010, intro-

duced by Representative RUBEN 
GALLEGO of Arizona. The bill des-
ignates a post office in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, as the Ed Pastor Post Office. 
Former Representative Ed Pastor 
served in the House of Representatives 
for 24 years, from 1991 until last year. 

I look forward to hearing more about 
Representative Pastor from the bill’s 
sponsor and my distinguished col-
league, Representative GALLEGO. For 
now, I urge Members to support this 
bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
the consideration of H.R. 4010, a bill to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, as the Ed Pastor Post Office. 

Ed Pastor dedicated his life to public 
service. After working for Arizona Gov-
ernor Raul Castro and after having 
served three terms on the County 
Board of Supervisors, Ed Pastor was 
elected to this very Chamber in 1991. 
Congressman Pastor was a founding 
member of the Progressive Caucus, was 
chair of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus in the 104th Congress, and 
served as the deputy whip of the Demo-
cratic Caucus. Congressman Pastor re-
tired following his 12th term in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill 
to recognize the many years Ed Pastor 
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