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that recognizes the dangers that exist
in this world, whether it is China and
their expanding aggression around that
part of the world, whether it is ISIS in
the Middle East, or whether it is Rus-
sia with their aggressive nature. Wher-
ever you look, Mr. Chairman, the world
has gotten a lot more dangerous in the
last number of years.

So I want to thank the chairman for
putting together a bill which will in-
crease readiness, increase the number
of the Armed Forces of the United
States.

I will close with this: All of those
things are hugely important, and it is
about time that we address them in an
aggressive way like this bill does.

To the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Defense, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN, we all owe a great bit of grati-
tude for the way that he is treating and
continues to treat the men and women
in uniform, the men and women of the
Armed Forces. This bill is a reflection
of his passion for them.

Again, this is a great bill. We can all
be very proud of what this bill does. It
is about time, and I thank the chair-
man for his leadership.

I would ask for your favorable con-
sideration of this bill.

The CHAIR. It is the Chair’s under-
standing that the gentleman from Indi-
ana has yielded back the balance of his
time.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ROONEY), a
member of the authorizing committee,
the Armed Services Committee. We
thank him for joining us this evening.

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in strong support of this
2017 Defense Appropriations bill, which
is another example of the Appropria-
tions Committee’s hard work to pro-
vide the funding needed to keep our
country safe and to take care of our
soldiers and their families.

As a veteran, as my wife is a veteran,
and as somebody who has a lot of
friends who are still wearing the uni-
form and serving, we need to take care
of our soldiers, our troops, our sailors,
our airmen, and marines. And this bill
makes sure that we do just that. It
gives them the equipment that they
need to complete their mission while
also providing them the peace of mind
that their families will have the sup-
port that they need; that when they
are also veterans, they will be taken
care of.

As the Islamic State continues to
grow, the constant threat of global ter-
rorism, the nuclear-ambitious Iran, the
dangers our Nation faces continues to
grow, and we must stand ready to de-
feat them.

This bill meets our defense needs for
the next year. We do need a long-term
plan to ensure that the men and
women in our Armed Forces have the
capability to protect our Nation in this
increasingly dangerous world, and this
bill goes very far and is the first step in
doing that.
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I thank the committee and I espe-
cially thank the chairman for allowing
me to speak in its favor.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chair, H.R. 5293 is key to
funding our country’s national security pro-
grams and provides for the essential needs of
our military.

Just as our military service members an-
swer the call to defend the United States, so
too should Americans always prioritize the
funding they need to be successful in what-
ever mission they are tasked with. | am proud
to support this bill and the important funding it
provides for our Nation’s military, security, and
our courageous men and women in uniform.

This bill makes difficult budgetary choices
but includes funding for safety, security, and
the ongoing success of our service members
and their families. Our armed forces will stay
prepared, safe and trained to fight.

The legislation addresses not only current
threats but instability in the Middle East, Rus-
sian aggression in the Ukraine and Baltic, and
changing relationships in the Pacific.

Specifically, the bill provides $517.1 billion,
an increase of $3 billion above last years
level, and $58.6 billion in Overseas Contin-
gency Operations (OCO Global War on Ter-
rorism (GWOT) funding—the level allowed
under current law.

$219 billion is included for operations and
maintenance, which provides for readiness
programs that prepare our troops for combat
and peacetime missions.

An effective military, one that is well
equipped and well trained, is indispensable to
the common defense of our country and is in
the best interest of all Americans.

| thank the Chairman for his outstanding
leadership, appreciate the Ranking member’s
common commitment to work in a bipartisan
manner and fund our military and intelligence
community as they remain engaged in re-
sponding to instability abroad.

| has perhaps never been more urgent to in-
vest in the future of our military and renew our
ability to project power.

The funding levels in this bill will ensure our
military remains the most capable, prepared,
and exceptional armed force anywhere in the
world.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MOOLENAAR) having assumed the chair,
Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 5293) making appro-
priations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.
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AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY CON-
CERNING PEACEFUL USES OF
NUCLEAR ENERGY—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114-
142)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to sections 123 b. and
123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the
““Act”), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the King-
dom of Norway Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agree-
ment”’). I am also pleased to transmit
my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the
Agreement, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment State-
ment (NPAS) concerning the proposed
Agreement. (In accordance with sec-
tion 123 of the Act, as amended by Title
XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law
105-277), a classified annex to the
NPAS, prepared by the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information,
will be submitted to the Congress sepa-
rately.) The joint memorandum sub-
mitted to me by the Secretaries of
State and Energy and a letter from the
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission stating the views of the
Commission are also enclosed. An ad-
dendum to the NPAS containing a
comprehensive analysis of Norway’s ex-
port control system with respect to nu-
clear-related matters, including inter-
actions with other countries of pro-
liferation concern and the actual or
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries,
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3024(w)), is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The proposed Agreement has been ne-
gotiated in accordance with the Act
and other applicable law. In my judg-
ment, it meets all applicable statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement contains all
the provisions required by section 123
a. of the Act, and provides a com-
prehensive framework for peaceful nu-
clear cooperation with Norway based
on a mutual commitment to nuclear
nonproliferation. It would permit the
transfer of unclassified information,



June 14, 2016

material, equipment (including reac-
tors), and components for nuclear re-
search and nuclear power production.
Norway has no nuclear power program,
and no current plans for establishing
one, but the proposed Agreement would
facilitate cooperation on such a pro-
gram if Norway’s plans change in the
future. Norway does have an active nu-
clear research program and the focus of
cooperation under the proposed Agree-
ment, as under the previous agreement,
is expected to be in the area of nuclear
research. The proposed Agreement
would not permit transfers of Re-
stricted Data, sensitive nuclear tech-
nology, sensitive nuclear facilities or
major critical components of such fa-
cilities.

The proposed Agreement would pro-
vide advance, long-term (pro-
grammatic) consent to Norway for the
retransfer for storage or reprocessing
of irradiated nuclear material (spent
fuel) subject to the Agreement to
France, the United Kingdom, or other
countries or destinations as may be
agreed upon in writing. The United
States has given similar advance con-
sent to various other partners, includ-
ing to Norway under the previous U.S.-
Norway Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement that was in force from 1984
to 2014. The proposed Agreement would
give the United States the option to re-
voke the advance consent if it con-
siders that it cannot be continued
without a significant increase of the
risk of proliferation or without jeop-
ardizing national security.

The proposed Agreement will have a
term of 30 years from the date of its
entry into force, unless terminated by
either party on 1 year’s advance writ-
ten notice. In the event of termination
or expiration of the proposed Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls will continue in effect as
long as any material, equipment, or
component subject to the proposed
Agreement remains in the territory of
the party concerned or under its juris-
diction or control anywhere, or until
such time as the parties agree that
such items are no longer usable for any
nuclear activity relevant from the
point of view of safeguards.

Norway is a non-nuclear-weapon
State party to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT). Norway has concluded a safe-
guards agreement and additional pro-
tocol with the International Atomic
Energy Agency. Norway is a party to
the Convention on the Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material, which estab-
lishes international standards of phys-
ical protection for the use, storage, and
transport of nuclear material. It is also
a member of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, whose non-legally binding
guidelines set forth standards for the
responsible export of nuclear commod-
ities for peaceful use. A more detailed
discussion of Norway’s domestic civil
nuclear activities and its nuclear non-
proliferation policies and practices is
provided in the NPAS and the NPAS
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classified annex submitted to the Con-
gress separately.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
proposed Agreement and have deter-
mined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unrea-
sonable risk to, the common defense
and security. Accordingly, I have ap-
proved the proposed Agreement and au-
thorized its execution and urge that
the Congress give it favorable consider-
ation.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sections
123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My Admin-
istration is prepared to begin imme-
diately consultations with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as
provided in section 123 b. Upon comple-
tion of the 30 days of continuous ses-
sion review provided for in section 123
b., the 60 days of continuous session re-
view provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 14, 2016.
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GOVERNMENT OVERREACH ON
SMALL BUSINESSES

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, in the
last few months more than 175 Mem-
bers of Congress from both parties and
both Chambers have expressed con-
cerns about the FCC’s proposed set-top
box rules. Even the Small Business Ad-
ministration has weighed in with con-
cerns about how these rules could bur-
den small operators.

Last month, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. SCHRADER) and I authored a
bipartisan letter signed by 59 of our
colleagues that says, in part: ‘‘the pro-
posal threatens the economic welfare
of small pay-TV companies providing
both vital communications services to
rural areas and competitive alter-
natives to consumers in urban mar-
kets.”

Mr. Speaker, if continued innovation
in the video industry is the goal, then
this proposed rule is the wrong direc-
tion. In fact, it is estimated that this
rule could cost up to a million dollars
or more per system. Now, a million dol-
lars may not be a lot to a big company,
but to most of the companies in rural
North Dakota, it could be the dif-
ference between staying in business or
going out of business.

I also have strong concerns that the
proposed rules are outside the Commis-
sion’s legal authority. Instead of get-
ting into another lengthy legal battle
with Congress, I urge Chairman Wheel-
er and the FCC to drop these proposed
rules because of the harm it could in-
flict on small rural operators.
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NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE YOUTH TOUR

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize more than 1,800
youth from 47 States across America
visiting our Nation’s Capital this week
as part of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour. This trip is a
tradition that has continued for over 50
years.

Mr. Speaker, the goal of the tour is
to bring together students from all
walks of life to attend meetings with
their Senators and Representatives to
ask us questions and witness the legis-
lative process firsthand. I just came
from a meeting with those from Indi-
ana, and they had excellent questions
of me, and we had a great discussion.

These students are all sponsored by a
local electric cooperative in which the
student is a member or an associate
member. This year, 34 of Indiana’s 38
electric cooperatives have sponsored a
total of 82 students for the trip. I am
proud that many of them reside in my
district.

I want to thank America’s electric
cooperatives, and specifically those
from Indiana, for working with the Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation to support and sponsor this op-
portunity for the next generation of
young leaders.

———

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the leadership
on both sides of the aisle for extending
the time tonight. I am very grateful to
the staffs who have helped us with the
preparation for this evening’s activi-
ties.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be here
this evening for many reasons. One of
the reasons has to do with today being
a very special day. Today is Flag Day.
Flag Day is a day for us to honor the
flag of the United States of America,
which is one of the reasons I am wear-
ing my flag tie. I want people to know
that I am proud to be an American, and
I am proud to honor the flag and to sa-
lute the flag. Flag Day is a date that
we honor the flag for its adoption back
on June 14, 1777.

I say the Pledge of Allegiance to the
flag, and I say it proudly. I say it
proudly because it means something to
me—each word means something to
me—to pledge allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America, and to
the Republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all.

“With liberty and justice for all”’ are
words of great importance tonight, and
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