June 13, 2016

The bill’s approach to these four re-
forms ensures that no current or future
large-scale research project faces the
same financial mismanagement that
plagued one of NSF’s largest projects,
the $400 million National Ecological
Observatory Network, called NEON.
Last September, we learned that the
project was likely to be $80 million
overbudget and 18 months behind
schedule. I recognize that the NSF is
taking steps to better manage the cost
of NEON, which include firing the man-
agement organization; however, it is
time to make systemic changes for all
current and future major research
projects.

The accountability provisions in the
bill have been developed with input
from the minority, the NSF, and many
stakeholders. We incorporated many of
their suggestions during the markup of
the bill in committee on April 27, and
the bill was reported out of the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee by voice vote.

Our staff has continued to work with
the minority on the report that was
filed with the bill to make sure our in-
tentions in the underlying bill are
clear. Although I believe the current
NSF leadership is committed to im-
proving its management of these con-
struction projects, we need to make
sure that the NSF will make the sys-
temic changes necessary in a timely
and permanent fashion. This change of
how the NSF does business should out-
last the current administration.

Many stakeholders have expressed
support for the bill since it provides
certainty for how the NSF will operate.
All agencies as well as their grantees
and contractors need to be held ac-
countable for how they spend tax-
payers’ hard-earned dollars. The basic
responsibility of any government agen-
cy is to act in the national interest.

H.R. 5049 will reduce waste, fraud,
and abuse and make more resources
available for quality basic research.
This will lead to scientific discoveries,
spur technological innovation, create
new industries, and provide better jobs
for Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
this good government accountability
bill.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to
know that this is a part of the innova-
tion project. There are a number of
good bills in the committee that we
could really make a part of that pack-
age.

I have no further speakers, and I urge
support of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this
strong bipartisan measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MACARTHUR). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 5049, as amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

DOTTERER FAMILY CELEBRATES
65 YEARS OF FARMING IN CLIN-
TON COUNTY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late members of the Dotterer family in
Clinton County on the 65th anniversary
of the their farm, which they -cele-
brated earlier this month.

The Dotterer farm was founded in
1951, when Paul and Jean Dotterer
started with just 15 dairy cows and 147
acres. Their hard work paid off, since
today the farm includes approximately
950 dairy cows and about 3,000 acres of
land, which provides for a harvest of
many different crops. The farm is now
in its third generation.

Members of the Dotterer family are
proud that the milk from their farm is
sold locally. In fact, it can be found on
the shelves of grocery stores just miles
away from their farm.

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I know how impor-
tant farming is to not only Pennsylva-
nia’s economy, but to our Nation. It is
wonderful to see family farms that are
being passed from generation to gen-
eration, feeding their communities, our
Nation, and the entire world.

I wish the Dotterer family continued
success and prosperity in the future.

———

ORLANDO TRAGEDY

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I am
beyond heartbroken from the cir-
cumstances of Orlando. I mourn with
my fellow Americans the 50 lives lost,
53 people maimed and damaged by this
preventable tragedy.

32,000 American lives are lost each
year from gun violence. Every elected
congressional Member has promised
America that the safety of the people
is what we or she or he will work on.

We as a Congress do nothing to make
our country safer. Why? Because you,
Mr. Speaker, refuse to consider any
legislation tied to gun violence. Why
won’t you allow a hearing, a com-
mittee discussion on the issue of gun
violence?

My moment of silence resolution is
waiting for your signature. It would re-
quire this House of Congress to hold a
hearing on the tragedy in Orlando.
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It is time to act. The people are wait-
ing on us to do our job.

———

8-YEAR-OLD VICTIM OF SEX
SLAVERY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
happened right under the entire com-
munity’s nose: 8-year-old Jen—that is
correct, 8 years old—was raped and tor-
tured almost on a daily basis. Jen was
not kidnapped by a stranger or abused
by a relative. She was sold for sex by a
neighbor at the neighbor’s house. It
was not just Jen who was sold for sex.
It was also her younger sister, a male
cousin, and a whole group of kids from
her hometown of Norristown, Pennsyl-
vania.

She and her fellow victims were co-
erced into participating and keeping it
a secret through an elaborate con of
gifts and threats. No one ever went
looking for Jen because she was not
ever missing. From 3 to 6 p.m., she was
forced to have sex with strangers.

The trafficking finally ended when
she was about 10 years of age because
the neighbor just disappeared.

Mr. Speaker, sex slavery happens. As
parents and grandparents, we need to
know where our kids are because mon-
sters that hurt victims must be pros-
ecuted, both the sellers and the buyers,
even if they are neighbors.

The message is clear: Our children
are not for sale. Leave them alone.

And that is just the way it is.

————

ORLANDO, FLORIDA, TRAGEDY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise first of all to acknowledge my col-
league, Congresswoman CORRINE
BROWN, in whose district this heinous,
terroristic, hateful act occurred. I ac-
knowledge my hometown of Houston,
where, as I stand here today, they are
mourning with memorials that will be
held today, Tuesday, and Wednesday in
solidarity with the people of Orlando,
Florida.

I also rise with great pain in joining
my colleague, Congresswoman BROWN,
to introduce legislation to push and to
remind individuals about the violence
that is taking place through the weap-
ons of war that we are allowing to be
sold on the streets of America.

It is high time for this body to stop
standing in memoriam and for a 1-
minute speech and to pass the ban on
assault weapons and high-caliber bul-
lets that are destroying and killing and
destroying and killing. It has been told
that there were bodies whose legs were
taken off by the bullets. I ask this body
to recognize that we can no longer
talk, talk, talk. We must do, do, do.

We will fight till our last breath to
demand that the Constitution be re-
spected, Mr. Speaker—as I end—the
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First Amendment, the right to free
speech, and, yes, the Second Amend-
ment, with the restrictions and the
recognition that AR-15s are Kkilling
Americans.

We must stop it now.

———
0 1930

BRINGING TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY TO STATE EX-
CHANGES

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
thank the Subcommittee on Health of
the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce for their recent hearing on
my legislation, H.R. 4262, the Trans-
parency and Accountability of Failed
Exchanges Act.

ObamaCare just had its sixth anni-
versary. In those 6 years, we have
learned just how disastrous ObamaCare
is, exposing its many flaws. One of
those being when the President freely
gave money away to States to estab-
lish State exchanges, he forgot a major
piece of the puzzle. The administration
failed to provide a solution to recover
these funds when these State ex-
changes failed.

Since then, billions of taxpayer dol-
lars have been spent, and exchanges in
multiple States have failed.

Well, what has happened to the
money if the exchange failed?

My legislation establishes a two-step
plan to recover Federal funds. It con-
ducts an audit to see how and where
the money was spent and requires un-
used funds be returned back to the
Treasury for needed deficit reduction.

Again, I thank the committee for
their interest in H.R. 4262 and encour-
age my colleagues to cosponsor this
legislation. It is time to bring trans-
parency and accountability to State
exchanges.

————

HORRIFIC EVENTS IN ORLANDO

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, as we grap-
ple with the horrific events that took
place yesterday morning in Orlando,
my thoughts are with the families of
the victims and everyone affected dur-
ing Pride Month.

The targeting of LGBT individuals in
this heinous act of violence has re-
ignited many fears and uncertainty in
our community. As a country, we must
stand together to denounce bigotry and
hatred and embrace love and accept-
ance.

President Barack Obama declared
this an act of terror and an act of hate,
an action perpetrated with a military-
style assault weapon. Unfortunately,
this week Congress won’t do a thing
about any of these issues. In fact, all
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too often actions and language here in
Congress and on the campaign trail ac-
tually exacerbate would-be terrorists,
and actions even on the floor of the
House of Representatives all too often
reinforce the hate of some people, in-
cluding gays and lesbians.

Unfortunately, this body 1is too
chicken to address the epidemic of
military-style assault weapons because
that would upset the gun manufactur-
ers and gun lobby.

In the end, all we did, yet again, is
have another moment of silence rather
than a moment of action. That dis-
respects the lives of the people who
were Kkilled not just yesterday, but
every day by gun violence. There may
be blood in the streets, but if Congress
continues to fail to act, we will have
blood on our hands.

———————

ALYSSA FERGUSON IS A SPECIAL
YOUNG LADY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to give an update to the folks back
home about a special young lady,
Alyssa Ferguson.

I first talked on this floor about
Alyssa when the Fort Bend Star told us
her story. It was their third best story
for 2015. T also spoke on this floor a sec-
ond time about Alyssa the first time I
met her. She threw out the first pitch,
a strike, at a home game for our local
pro baseball team, the Skeeters.

Alyssa is special because what she
has done when she heard that she had
cancer. She used her only wish from
the Make-A-Wish Foundation to give a
water well to a small village in Africa.

A few weeks ago, Alyssa and 100 kids
with cancer enjoyed a Prom Party
Palooza at Texas Children’s Hospital.
Alyssa said: ‘““Some people don’t make
it to the real prom. It’s great we get a
chance to experience that.”

Keep fighting, Alyssa, and when you
go to your real prom, there will be a
long line waiting to be your date, and
I will be at the front of that line.

TRAGEDY AT THE PULSE
NIGHTCLUB

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today with a heavy heart. I have
had the honor of representing Orlando,
Florida, for the last 24 years. Yes, Or-
lando is one of the number one destina-
tions in the country and it is very so-
phisticated and very diverse, but it is a
family-oriented community. We have a
very heavy heart.

Although there are numerous unan-
swered questions at this time, the fact
that this attack took place at a night-
club frequented by members of the
LGBT community and that it took
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place as our Nation celebrates LGBT
Pride Month leaves one to believe that
this was motivated by deep hate and
prejudice.

I spent Sunday night and Monday in
Orlando working to ensure that the
State and local officials receive the
Federal resources they need to make
sure that this never happens again.

Mr. Speaker, the community is com-
ing together, but a little girl gave me
this picture. This picture, so simple.
This picture says ‘‘Orlando Strong.”
Orlando is strong, but, you know, I
don’t know how much longer we are
going to stand and have a moment of
silent prayer.

A moment of silent prayer, and then
what?

You know, to whom God has given
much, much is expected. He expects us
to do more than stand and rise for a
moment of silent prayer when one per-
son killed over 50 people and sent out
over a hundred bullets. It is just unac-
ceptable. People around the world are
looking at us, and they think there is
something wrong with us.

People in America, what is wrong
with you? How much longer, how much
longer are we going to rise for a mo-
ment of silent prayer?

Prayer without work is in vain.

———

RECOGNIZING THE JOHN S. JAMES
COMPANY

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the John S.
James Company in Savannah, Georgia,
for receiving an “E” award from the
United States Department of Com-
merce.

The “E” award is the highest honor
the United States Government can give
to an American exporter. The pres-
tigious award was created by President
Kennedy in 1961 as a way to distinguish
companies who achieve excellence in
exporting United States goods and
products.

This award was presented by the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce to the John S.
James Company on May 16, 2016, during
World Trade Week. Founded in 1941,
the John S. James Company has ex-
celled in international freight for-
warding, customs brokerage industries,
transportation services, and cargo in-
surance. The company has expanded
into six locations across the South-
eastern United States and provides
shipping services across the globe.

The John S. James Company is a
great example of American success in
the international market. I am very
proud of this company in the First
Congressional District of Georgia, and
I wish them all the best in their future.

————

BUSINESS AS USUAL

(Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)
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